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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
210 South Wellwood Avenue + Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +
Telephone: 631-226-7725 + Fax: 631-225-9597 +
www.olphlindenhurst.org + Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Amen, amen, I say to you,
unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground
and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat;
but if it dies, it produces much fruit.
John 12:24

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
March 22, 2015
PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco
Parochial Vicars: Rev. Ethel Anarado + Rev. John Sureau
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Msgr. Daniel S. Hamilton
Deacons: Deacon Frank A. Odin + Deacon William Crosby + Deacon Douglas G. Smith
Business Manager: Deacon Thomas J. Bast
Coordinator of Faith Formation: April Kleinlaut
Music Director: Christopher Ferraro

COME IN AND PRAY…

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Our church is open 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. seven
days a week, except for Thursdays when it closes
after the 12:15 p.m. Mass for cleaning.
Come in and spend some time in prayer.

Monday – Friday following the 12:15 p.m. Mass.
Saturday: 4:00 to 4:45 p.m.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available by
making an appointment with one of our priests.

MASS SCHEDULE

OLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONS

Monday – Friday
6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses: 6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,
11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m. & 5:00 p.m.

Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Church
(unless otherwise announced)

HOLY DAY MASS SCHEDULE
Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
Holy Day: 6:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

LITURGY OF THE HOURS
We pray Evening Prayer each Saturday and Sunday
after the 5 p.m. Mass.
We pray Daytime Prayer each Wednesday
at 1:50 p.m.

ADORATION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT
Monday Evening: after OLPH Novena Devotions
Wednesday: 12:45 to 2:00 p.m.
First Sunday: 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.
First Saturday: 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
210 S. Wellwood Avenue, Lindenhurst
Monday- Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
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HOLY WEEK BEGINS
PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD, March 29
Saturday, March 28, 5:00 p.m.: The Commemoration of the Lord’s Entrance
into Jerusalem with Solemn Procession
Sunday, March 29: 6:30, 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m., 12:30 and 5:00 p.m.
HOLY THURSDAY, April 2
9:00 a.m. — Morning Prayer
11:00 a.m. — Chrism Mass in St. Agnes Cathedral,
Rockville Centre
7:30 p.m. — Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,
following the Mass, until 11:00 p.m.
GOOD FRIDAY, April 3
9:00 a.m. — Morning Prayer
12:00 Noon — Stations of the Cross
3:00 p.m. — The Celebration of the Passion of the Lord
7:30 p.m. — The Celebration of the Passion of the Lord,
repeated
Please note: 7:30 is the correct time for the Good Friday evening
liturgy repeated from the afternoon.
The incorrect time was printed in the flyer mailed home in your package of envelopes.
HOLY SATURDAY, April 4
9:00 a.m. — Morning Prayer
THE EASTER VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT
Saturday, April 4
8:00 p.m.
Note: There is NO 5:00 p.m. Mass on Saturday, April 4.
EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
Sunday, April 5
6:30, 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
Note: There is NO 5:00 p.m. Mass on Easter Sunday.
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PASTOR’S PAGE
Fifth Sunday of Lent
We can consider this Sunday a turning point in
our Lenten journey as we enter the final days of this
segment of liturgical time, with less than two weeks
to go before the Sacred Paschal Triduum. We have
a visual reminder of this turning point in Lent by the
covering and removal of crosses and images in the
church.
Notice how the prayers of the Mass continue to
sweep us along through Lenten time and also point
to the late stage of Lent we are in. Next Sunday is
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord and the beginning of Holy Week, so the Collect (Opening
Prayer) of today’s Mass specifically mentions how
“your Son handed himself over to death.” Recalling that
act of love, the prayer asks that we too may “walk
eagerly in that same charity.” The events of the Paschal Mystery are to be for all Christians not just
some remote example lived by Jesus, but rather the
actual pattern of living that is grafted onto our lives,
a pattern that we imitate daily.
That pattern of living our life by dying and rising with Christ should have a real effect on us.
That’s why in the Prayer over the Offerings we
prayed to be purified “by the working of this sacrifice.”
The purification we have asked for should involve
the transformation to embrace Christian living in all
its aspects — even taking up our cross with Christ.
Let’s continue to reflect on the prayers of the
Mass during Lent as those prayers draw us more
deeply into the spiritual meaning of what we celebrate.

Palm Sunday Vigil Procession Next Week
As I alluded to above, next weekend is Palm
Sunday already! The formal liturgical title for the
day is “Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord.”
“On this day the Church recalls the entrance of
Christ the Lord into Jerusalem to accomplish his
Paschal Mystery.” (Roman Missal) With this day we
enter into Holy Week, a week which culminates in
the Great Three Days of the Sacred Paschal Triduum.
As has become our custom, we will celebrate a
special Procession for Palm Sunday at the 5:00
p.m. Mass next Saturday, March 28. Please note
the following details:
• Next Saturday, March 28, Confessions will be
held at a special time, 3:00-4:00 p.m., and will end
promptly at 4:00 p.m.
• At 4:00 p.m., the doors of the church will be

locked. Everyone attending the Mass will gather in
the school auditorium, where we will assembly for
the Procession. Ushers will assist in directing people to the auditorium.
• The handicapped and others who would have
difficulty walking will be allowed to enter the
church, and they will wait there for the Procession
to arrive.
• Mass begins in the auditorium with Entrance
Rites particular to this Sunday. Then, after those
rites, we process in song from the auditorium, along
Wellwood Avenue, into the church.
• Mass then continues in the church.
• In case of inclement weather, we will simply
gather in the church as usual.
Those who have participated in this Procession
in past years have attested to how beautiful and spiritually-engaging it is. The Church gives us a special
gift by asking us to include this Procession at a principal Mass. What a beautiful expression of prayer it
is to pray with our bodies as we walk the journey of
entering into Jerusalem with the Lord! What a powerful way to mark our entry into this holiest of
weeks!
Sure, it requires a little extra effort on our part,
but since liturgy is the most important thing we do,
and since Holy Week is our most important week,
we should make the extra effort. Those who do so
are amazed at the spiritual benefits that are received! Even if you don’t usually come to the 5:00
p.m. Mass on Saturdays, why not do so next week
for Palm Sunday? You’ll be glad you did! I hope
you will take advantage of this great opportunity to
enter Holy Week by joining in this beautiful special
liturgy.
Be kind to folks the next two weeks!
It’s time for us to remind ourselves of this once
again: the attendance numbers will be up for the
next two weekends, for Palm Sunday and Easter
Sunday. Please be kind to the folks who come to
Mass only a few times a year! It is imperative that
we “regulars” show our Christian faith-in-action by
not resenting their presence. It is up to us to provide
a warm welcome and a sense of hospitality. Let’s all
stay calm and cut everyone a little slack. Yes, the
parking will be more crowded and traffic flow a little congested…yes, it will take a minute or two
longer to get in and out of church…yes, you might
be a little cramped together at Mass…yes, someone
might commit the unforgiveable sin of sitting in
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“your seat”…but we should be glad that these people are coming to worship, and we have the Christian responsibility to love them and welcome them.
Trust me, it will all be all right! Snarky glances and
grumbling comments won’t help, and certainly
won’t encourage those folks to come back, so let’s
all keep our sense of humor. OLPH really is a very
welcoming parish…let’s truly go out of our way to
show it. You may just entice someone to come
back more frequently. What can be said for sure is
that someone definitely will not come back if they
are greeted with rudeness.
What are your plans for the Sacred Paschal Triduum?
Anything important is worth planning for, and
that is especially true for the Sacred Paschal Triduum, the holiest days of our liturgical year. Each
and every Catholic should think about how he or
she and the entire family will set aside the days of
the Sacred Paschal Triduum: Holy Thursday, starting with the Mass of the Lord’s Supper in the evening; Good Friday; Holy Saturday; and Easter Sunday. The schedule of all our liturgies is printed elsewhere in this bulletin; take note of all the occasions, including Morning Prayer each day and the
diocesan celebration of the Chrism Mass on Holy
Thursday morning (which I always find to be a
magnificent lead-in to the Triduum). These days,
the heart of our liturgical year and the holiest days
of all, should not be business as usual, but rather
should be days set apart and days “outside of time”
as we enter deeply into the Lord’s Paschal Mystery. I invite you to begin now to think about how
you will make these days different from other days
and how you will make the time to join in these
liturgies.
Reconciliation Monday
Speaking of planning ahead, don’t forget to
make note of Monday, March 30, a week from this
Monday. That day we will once again be participating in our Diocesan Day of Reconciliation, always held on Monday of Holy Week, by having
Confessions available continuously from 3:00 in
the afternoon to 9:00 at night. All other parishes in
our diocese, and in the Diocese of Brooklyn and
the Archdiocese of New York, will be doing this
too. What a great opportunity to come and celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation, especially if
you have been away from the Sacrament for a
long time! I promise you will receive a warm
greeting and there will be great joy! There is nothing better than feeling the weight of our sinfulness

lifted as we go to Confession and hear the priest
pronounce the words of absolution.
Make your plans now. Do make it a point to
stop in on Monday, March 30, when there will be
plenty of time…don’t leave it until the last minute
later in the week! If the door to a Confessional is
open and the light is on inside, that means the
priest inside is “open for business” — come on in!
Plan now on coming to Confession on
“Reconciliation Monday,” the “Marathon of Forgiveness”, on March 30.
Note: Rumors that we will be having a special
Drive-Thru Window are completely unfounded.
Needed and Wanted: Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, and Ushers!
WE WANT YOU! WE NEED YOU! As you
can see in our bulletin, we are recruiting new Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
and Ushers. This is a special gift you can give to
your fellow parishioners by serving the liturgical
assembly in one of these ministries. Sometimes
people are hesitant to step forward because they
don’t feel holy enough or worthy. Nonsense! No
one — priests included! — is worthy on his or her
own to do these things. Fortunately, it’s not about
our worthiness. It is about our desire to serve, our
willingness to give, and our wish to have our liturgical celebrations be all they can be.
I strongly urge you to consider offering your
time and talent as a Reader, an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion or an Usher. Respond
positively if someone asks you to join one of those
ministries! Those who are currently in those ministries: convince someone to join! Serving in this way
is not just “window dressing” to the liturgy; it’s an
important expression of who we are as Church.
The laity must take their proper responsibility as co
-workers in the Church and as having coresponsibility for the life of the Church, and that
includes the liturgy. We want you, and we need
you!
In conclusion…
Together, let’s aim high in Christ. Together,
let’s bring out the best in each other. Together, let’s
be the best we can be in Christ.
And let’s always remember: LOVE IS A GIFT.
Sincerely,
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LENT 2015
STATIONS OF
THE CROSS

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
AND RECONCILATION
Monday—Friday:
Immediately after the 12:15 P.M. Mass
Saturday, March 28: 4:00—4:45 P.M.

Holy Week:
Monday, March 30
3:00 P.M.—9:00 P.M.

FRIDAY
March 27—led by Family Life Ministry

Wednesday, April 1
7:30 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.
Holy Saturday, April 4
3:00 P.M.—5:00 P.M.

7:30 P.M. + Church
LENTEN ENVIRONMENT:
COVERING STATUES AND IMAGES
We have taken the opportunity to
observe the custom of covering (or removing, where possible) crosses and images
throughout the church, a practice permitted starting the Fifth Sunday of Lent.
Crosses will remain covered until the end
of the Celebration of the Lord’s Passion on
Good Friday, but images remain covered
until the beginning of the Easter Vigil.
Since the environment perceived by our
senses is an important part of our worship,
we hope this custom facilitates your entrance into and spiritual participation in
these last days of Lent, as we approach the
Sacred Paschal Triduum and the fifty days
of Easter Time.

Avoid the long lines!
Don’t wait until the last minute to go to Confession!

CHANGE IN TIME FOR
SATURDAY CONFESSIONS ON
SATURDAY, MARCH 28
(SATURDAY BEFORE PALM SUNDAY)

Confessions on Saturday, March 28
will be 3:00-4:00 p.m. This time
change is necessary due to the special Palm Sunday Vigil Mass Procession which we will be celebrating on
Saturday night, March 28.

Page 6

March 22, 2015

PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION
Special Procession to Commemorate
the Lord’s Entrance into Jerusalem
NEXT SATURDAY, MARCH 28 — 5:00 P.M. MASS
On Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion, the church recalls the entrance of Christ the Lord into
Jerusalem to accomplish his Paschal Mystery. Accordingly, the memorial of this entrance of the Lord
will take place at all Masses next weekend, March 28-29. Last year, this was a great celebration for the
parish.

At the 5:00 p.m. Mass next Saturday, March 28, we will celebrate Palm Sunday
of the Lord’s Passion with a special Solemn Procession.
For next Saturday evening, please note:
 Confessions will take place from 3:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M., NOT 4:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
 The Church building itself will be closed prior to the Mass (except for
those who are physically disabled).
 We will be gathering in the school Auditorium for the Blessing of Palms
and then process into the Church. Remember, when we process, we are
commemorating the Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem. Wave your palm
branches and sing!
 Our procession is a time of prayer—so as we process we pray in word
and song. Be sure to enter into the prayer!
 If it is raining, we will begin in the Church.
Even if you do not usually attend the 5:00 p.m. Mass on Saturday, consider attending next week as together we begin the celebration of Holy Week.

SPECIAL NOTE CONCERNING OFFERINGS FOR THE POOR ON HOLY THURSDAY

All who attend the Holy Thursday Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper are asked to bring
an offering of food for the poor. Insofar as one of the principal mysteries commemorated on Holy Thursday is the Lord’s command to love one another, as also ritualized in the Washing of
Feet, this ritual expression of bringing offerings for the poor reminds us that “where true charity
is dwelling, God is present there.” Check the shopping list for the St. Vincent de Paul food pantry printed elsewhere in this bulletin and bring one or more of those items. REMEMBER,
THOUGH: DO NOT BRING YOUR GIFT TO THE FRONT OF THE SANCTUARY BEFORE MASS BEGINS! HOLD ONTO IT — YOU WILL CARRY IT UP IN PROCESSION AT THE USUAL TIME OF THE PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS, AS DIRECTED BY THE USHERS. This offering of food for the poor is the “collection” for that
Mass. Thus, these offerings of food for the poor and the bread and wine for the celebration of
the Eucharist will powerfully symbolize the offerings of ourselves and of our love for one another as we participate in the offering of the Mass.
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LITURGICAL MINISTRY TRAINING
WE NEED YOU! WE WANT YOU!
OLPH IS RECRUITING NEW READERS,
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
and USHERS!
What do Extraordinary Ministers do?
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion assist
the priests and deacons in the distribution of Holy
Communion at Mass. Those who wish can also go
on for extra training to bring Holy Communion to
our homebound sisters and brothers.

How Do I Become An Extraordinary Minister?
1. You must contact Barbara McPhail at 631.2261354 or e-mail to gospa254@gmail.com.
2. You must send a letter to Msgr. Joe at the Parish
Office or e-mail to msgrjoe@oloph.org requesting to become a minister.
3. You must meet with Msgr. Joe for an interview.
4. You must attend one of the diocesan training
sessions. If you wish to also bring Holy Communion to the sick and homebound, you must
attend a separate “Part B” training session. Information about that session can be obtained in
your interview with Msgr. Joe.

Diocesan Training Schedule
Saturday, April 18: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Kellenberg Memorial HS, Uniondale
Saturday, April 25: 9:00 a.m. –1:00 p.m.
McGann-Mercy High School, Riverhead
Wednesday, May 6: 7:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m.
St. Elizabeth, Melville

What do Readers do?
Readers proclaim the Scriptures and sometimes
the Intercessions at Sunday and daily Mass and
at other liturgies.
How Do I Become A Reader?
1. You must contact Robert
Becker at 631-226-6175 or
email to rabecker@optimum.net
2. You must attend one of the diocesan training
sessions.
What do Ushers do? Ushers serve an important role
in the liturgy! First and foremost, they are ministers of
hospitality who welcome all those who come to liturgy. They help create an environment conducive to
worship by the way they greet people with warmth
and friendliness. Ushers also serve by guiding the
movement of the assembly during processions such as
the reception of Holy Communion and at other times.
Taking up the collection is another way Ushers serve
the assembly.
Who Should Become an Usher? Anyone, including
teens who have received Confirmation, can become
an Usher. This is a great ministry for families to do
together…the young ones can do this with parents
and older children!
How Do I Become an Usher?
You should contact Mike Williams at olphushersministry@gmail.com or, if you don’t
have e-mail, leave a message for
Msgr. Joe at the Parish Office,
(631) 226-7725 and he will pass
the message along to Mike.

All liturgical ministers must complete a Volunteer Registration Form, have Virtus training and be a registered parishioner. For information about becoming Virtus compliant: Contact Jean Bjork at
jean.bjork@gmail.com.
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP
The Eucharist: Making All Things New
The Catholic Church professes that in the celebration of the Eucharist the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Jesus
Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit and the instrumentality of the priest. What does it mean that Jesus Christ is present in the Eucharist under the appearances of bread and wine? How does this happen? The presence of the risen Christ in the
Eucharist is an inexhaustible mystery that the Church can never fully explain in words. In order to foster a deepening of faith
among our parishioners, OLPH is beginning a series of columns to respond to fifteen questions that commonly arise with regard to the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. These questions and answers are reprinted and adapted from the website
of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, www.usccb.org, with permission. This series will conclude on June 7,
2015, the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.

Why do some say that the consecrated bread and wine the Eucharist. Some will argue that since the Euchaare not really the Body and Blood of Christ, but are rist was instituted during the Last Supper, before
Christ’s rising from the dead, this itself is proof that
"merely symbols"?
the Eucharist can only be symbolic, a foreshadowing,
In the Church's sacraments, a symbol is a tangible, of His later Glorified Body and Blood. But the Gosvisible sign pointing us to something else that is im- pel of John tells us otherwise: that God the Father
material and invisible. Our celebration of the Eucha- had in fact already glorified Jesus, not only before He
rist is abundantly rich in its use of symbols. The ac- rose from the dead, but even before He entered into
tions we perform using material goods such as bread His Passion; that on the night that Jesus celebrated
and wine, as well as the goods themselves, make pre- that last Passover meal with His disciples, He already
sent to our senses, allow us to see, touch and taste, possessed all the fullness of power, authority and the
and to participate in the greater unseen work that glory of the Eternal God Himself.
God is performing in our midst and in our souls.
“Father, the hour has come. Give glory to your son, so that
From the time of the Presentation of the Gifts until your son may glorify you, just as you gave him authority
the end of Mass, the ritual focus is centered around over all people, so that he may give eternal life to all you
the bread and wine that are first brought by us the gave him… Now glorify me, Father, with you, with the
baptized to the priest, then transformed into the Body glory that I had with you before the world began” (John
and Blood of Christ, then finally handed back as spir- 17:1, 5).
itual food to the very people who brought them forward. Bread and wine are not purely natural sym- When He had said this, Jesus went out with his disciples
bols, as water is in the Sacrament of Baptism. They across the Kidron valley to where there was a garden, into
are in fact the product of cooperation between God which he and his disciples entered. Judas his betrayer also
the Creator and human beings. Bringing them for- knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his
ward to the altar symbolizes the offering of ourselves disciples. So Judas got a band of soldiers and guards from
and our work to God, asking that He then transform the chief priests and the Pharisees and went there with lanus and our poor efforts at sustenance and community terns, torches, and weapons. Jesus, knowing everything
into true life and true communion: into His Body that was going to happen to him, went out and said to
and Blood, that is, into Christ Himself, Who is our them, "Whom are you looking for?" They answered, "Jesus
life and our peace. God uses the symbolism inherent the Nazorean." He said to them, "I AM." Judas his betrayin the eating of bread and the drinking of wine at the er was also with them. When he said to them, "I AM,"
natural level to illuminate the meaning of what is be- they turned away and fell to the ground (John 18:1-6).
ing accomplished in the Eucharist through Jesus
Christ.
The fact that the Body and Blood of Christ comes to
us in the Eucharist in a sacramental form, that is, under the appearance of bread and wine, does not mean
that Christ is only symbolically present to us.
Through the power of the Holy Spirit and the instrumentality of the priest, He is actually, truly present in
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CHRISTIAN INITIATION
THE JOURNEY CONTINUES!
As we approach Holy Week, the elect of our parish—Jazmin Aguilar, Joshua Aguilar and Jennifer Feeney—continue in this period of Purification and Enlightenment. On the Third Sunday of Lent,
they participated in the Penitential Rite at the Holy Hour for Families. The weeks
ahead will only provide more opportunities for increased participation and deeper
preparation of the Easter sacraments. The elect will participate in all of the Triduum liturgies and will participate in a special retreat preparing them for the Easter
Vigil and their initiation into the community of faith.
Our parish’s candidates for reception into full communion into the Catholic
Church are entering the final stages of their long journey. Over the past weeks, they
have intensified their faith sharing sessions and have met other members of our
parish community who have come to share their journey of conversion. They will
be received into the Catholic Church and confirmed on the second Sunday of Easter, April 12, 2015, at the 11:00 A.M. Mass.
New groups of young people and adults are preparing to formally enter the RCIA process. They
have been meeting with other inquirers and participating faith formation classes. We will celebrate the
Rite of Acceptance (for those seeking baptism) and the Rite of Welcome (for those seeking full communion in the Catholic church) in the Easter season.
Please pray for the elect and the candidates of our parish as they continue their journey to full initiation in the Catholic church. Pray, too, for those who serve and minister to them.

OFFERERS NEEDED

New groups are forming for the Christian initiation of adults and children and will begin meeting
in May. We are looking for men and women of our parish to accompany those who are seeking to become Catholic and complete their initiation.
For more information, contact Father John at 631.226.7725, x. 203 or e-mail to jsureau@oloph.org.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Our next Adult Faith Formation course ...

INTRODUCTION TO LITURGY
Instructor: Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco
5 Thursday Nights - April 9, 16, 23, 30 & May 7
Time: 7:30—9:30 P.M.
Place: Room 8, OLPH School
This course covers a basic understanding of the study of the Church’s theology of liturgy. Foundational
themes such as ritual process, anamnesis, symbols, and sacramentality which are essential to understanding
the theology of worship will all be discussed. The course will also cover a basic understanding of the Liturgical Year, and will include
an examination and discussion of key points from Vatican II’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy.

Sign me up for Introduction to Liturgy
Name_____________________________________________________________
Phone #___________________________________________________________
E-mail ___________________________________________@_______________
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RESPECT LIFE/
LIFE CENTER OF LI

You are invited
to a Baby Shower!
We’re expecting…
as we begin our
9 months of

“Spiritual Adoption”
Please drop off unwrapped baby
items this weekend
to the steps of the Sanctuary.

RESPECT LIFE

Spiritual Adoption Program
The purpose of the
Spiritual Adoption program is to raise awareness of the gift of human life! This is done
by encouraging people
to "spiritually adopt"
an unborn baby, and to follow their baby along
the path to being born.

How does this work?
It's very simple. Participants pledge to pray for
nine months for a baby in danger of abortion.
During each month of the program, the "spiritual
parents" are given information about their baby's
development in the womb.
While this child will remain unknown to his or
her 'spiritual parent', God knows who the child is.
Many people have found that naming 'their child'
helps to keep them focused on the reality that
their prayers are helping to save a particular baby
from the harm of abortion.
So, sign up today. Return the sign-up form below in the collection basket or drop it off in the
Respect Life Mailbox in the Parish Office. Check
the bulletin for monthly Spiritual Adoption updates!
Spiritual Adoption Prayer Cards are also
available on the pew ledges.

SPIRITUAL ADOPTION PROGRAM

I, ________ ________________
(your name)
promise to spiritually adopt an unborn baby, ___________________
(choose a name for your baby)
who is in danger of abortion by
praying daily for the life of this
child until birth.
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY















Catholics for the Freedom of Religion: Marie Foster—631.592.1509—ripalda@optonline.net
Driving Ministry: Maureen Russo—631.226.4182—princessmorge@optonline.net
Golden Age Society: Dolores Barone—631.957.3432
Homeless Van Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com/Tony Spina—516.473.4021
Hospital Visitors: Peter O’Neill—631-226-6340—oneillp@optonline.net
Middle Ages: Gail Tonnessen—631.957.1449—gtonness@optonline.net
New Mother’s Meal Ministry: Carol Stysiack—631.255 3506—carolstys@verizon.net
Nursing Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com
Respect Life Committee: Louise Perrotta—631.412.3831—louiseperrotta@optonline.net
St. Bernard League: The Consi Family—631.226.7725
St. Vincent de Paul Society: Deborah Deasy—631.226.7725, x. 234
Senior Moments/Spirituality: Fran Grasso—631.956.3003—sixfingers13@gmail.com
Special Needs Ministry: Fr. John Sureau—631.226.7725—jsureau@oloph.org
Widows/Widowers: Rita Gardell— 631.252.5494

NEW Food Pantry List!
TOILET PAPER
PANCAKE MIX & SYRUP
INSTANT COFFEE
SHELF STABLE MILK
HOT CHOCOLATE
INSTANT POTATOES
WE DO NOT NEED CANNED
VEGETABLES OR SOUPS AT THIS
TIME! Thank you for your continued
generosity.
Cut out this list and bring it with
you when you go shopping!

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Located in the “New” School Building
Use Parking Lot located on corner of
Gates & High Streets

631.226.7725 x. 234

The office is open:
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
9 A.M. —12 Noon
In the Gospel today, Jesus says “Whoever serves me must
follow me, and where I am, there also will my servant be. The
Father will honor whoever serves me.” When we help the poor
we are truly followers of Jesus, servant of the poor.
As you place your gift in the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul poor box, know that you are a sign of God’s love to
those who are suffering and you give them Easter hope
and joy.

LITTLE WHITE BOOK FOR EASTER TIME
Continuing with the popular “Little Book” series,
OLPH is happy to provide for you the LITTLE
WHITE BOOK for Easter Time. The Little White
Book contains brief daily reflections for each of the
50 days of Easter Time, new for 2015. Many people
have enjoyed the Little Black Book for Lent, and it is
important to not stop with the end of Lent, but rather
to continue to explore the richness of the Paschal
Mystery by continuing our daily reflections throughout all of Easter Time. The books will be available
starting Wednesday, April 1. Please look for the Little
White Book on the pew ledges in church starting on
Wednesday of Holy Week and during the Sacred
Paschal Triduum.

OPEN ON SATURDAYS
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul at OLPH is
looking to expand hours to Saturday afternoons
from 1:30 to about 3:30 P.M. This will provide a
greater outreach to those who find it difficult to
come to the Church during our regular weekday
hours.
Would you be interesting in offering your time
on Saturdays?
If so, contact Deborah
Deasy, our Conference
President, at
631.226.7725, x 234.

March 22, 2015

Page 12

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY
CATHOLICS FOR THE
FREEDOM OF RELIGION
Join Catholics For Freedom of Religion as Kelly
Shackelford, President and CEO of Liberty Institute, Plano, TX, and Thomas Renker, General
Counsel for the Diocese of Rockville Centre, discuss why there is a need to protect and restore religious freedom in America and how it is under serious attack — in our schools, our churches, our
military, and throughout the public arena. Presentation will be given at St. James Church Parish
Center, 429 Route 25A, Setauket, NY on March
25, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. For more information, contact parishleaders@yahoo.com or call (631) 8968331.

DRIVING MINISTRY
Our Driving Ministry seeks to assist parishioners
in need of a ride to a doctor’s appointment or to
another serious appointment when needed. If and
when possible, a member of our Driving Ministry
will assist you (or your family member in our parish).

If you or someone you love is in need of a ride
contact Maureen Russo at 631.226.4182—
princessmorge@optonline.net.

GOLDEN AGE SOCIETY
Meets every 1st & 3rd Thursday of the month,
12 Noon—3:00pm
Join us April 16 in Room 24
(Please note: No meeting will be held on Holy
Thursday)
Everyone is welcome.
Any questions call Dolores Barone, 631-957-3432.

NEW MOTHERS' MEAL MINISTRY
Do you need a dinner and a break?
If you had a baby in the last couple of months, are a
member of OLPH and reside in Lindenhurst, then let
us know who you are. We will be happy to cook
and deliver a delicious dinner to you.
Please contact Carol Stysiack via e mail at car-

olstys@verizon.net and put Meal Ministry in the
subject line, or call 631 255 3506.

HOMELESS VAN MINSITRY
Our Homeless Van Ministry continues to grow—
both in the numbers of those we serve as well as
the generous offerings of time and talent given on
behalf of the poor and vulnerable in our community.
Are you interested in joining the ministry?
All are always welcome!!!! If so, please contact
Tony Spina at 516.473.4021 and he will get you
started. All members must complete a parish background check and participate in VIRTUS training.
Thrift Shop
This past week, interested members of the parish
came together to explore the possibility of beginning a thrift shop ministry on the grounds of
OLPH. The next few weeks are dedicated to
learning more about how this works in other parishes. Our next planning meeting will take place
on April 14, 2015 at 2:00 P.M. in Room 24.

Community Meal?
The Homeless Van Ministry is considering the
possibility of providing a regular or semi-regular
community meal for those in our local community. Are you interested in working on a project like
this? Are you a cook, caterer, great waiter or waitress, cleaner, organizer? Let us know! Contact
Fr. John at 631.226.7725, x. 203 or e-mail to jsureau@oloph.org. The first meeting will take place
on Tuesday, March 24, 2015 at 8:15 P.M. in
Room 18 of the school. All are welcome!

SENIOR MOMENTS
Avail yourself, men and women, 55 years +, of the opportunity to strengthen your relationship with God and
with our parish community.
Each time this group meets there will be times for formation, spiritual growth, friendship and community
building. Senior Moments is looking for new men and
women to join our spirit-filled group!
All are welcome!
Next Meeting - TUESDAY - March 24
9:00 A.M. - Room 24
(Park in the Gates Street Parking Lot)
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OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION
located in the school building
Phone # 631.226.7725, x. 253
E-mail: religioused@oloph.org
Coordinator: Mrs. April Kleinlaut
(acarbaugh@oloph.org)

Page 13

OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY: 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
TUESDAY: 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY: 3:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M.
THURSDAY: 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
FRIDAY:
9:00 A.M. to 12 Noon
SATURDAY: 8:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.

Class Schedule
Monday
7:15- 8:30pm— Class for Level 8
Wednesday
5:30- 6:30pm— Class for Level 6
7:30- 8:30pm— Class for Level 7
Saturday
8:30- 9:30 am Levels 1-5
10:00-11:00 am Levels 1-5 & Special Education
11:30-12:30 pm Levels 1-5

REMINDERS
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING
Level 8, Group B (Rooms 19, 20, 21, 22 and 24) will be treated to a presentation on Social Justice
with Pattye Pece, the president of Sobornost for the World Foundation. Sobornost For The World
Foundation, Inc. helps young vulnerable orphans with no way to support themselves in sub-Sahara
Africa.

PARENT COMMUNION MEETING
Saturday March 28
All parents who have a child receiving First Holy Communion this Spring are asked to attend a
meeting with Msgr. Joe the Auditorium during your child’s session, or, if you have a student who
does not attend classes on Saturdays regularly, you are asked to attend any session; 8:30-9:30,
10:00-11:00 or 11:30–12:30.

Save the Dates….

Vacation Bible Camp
July 20—24, 2015
Plans are underway….look for more information soon!
Right now, we are in need of someone to serve as our Environment Coordinator. Can you work with a TEAM of people to help decorate the various areas of VBC? If so, contact
Chris Volpe at 917.468.9584 or Mary Ellen Barrett at
631.884.2960 or e-mail to vbc@oloph.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY @ OLPH
High School & Middle School Youth Ministry:
Brittany Marie Evans (youth@oloph.org)
Youth Service Corps: Fr. John Sureau (jsureau@oloph.org)
Catholic Youth Organization: Mr. Dave Reid (dreid88@optonline.net)
CYO Website: www.leaguelineup.com/olphcyo
Boy Scouts: Mr. Al Damone (1203@optonline.net)
K of C Squires: Mr. Frank Nicosia (happynicosias@yahoo.com)

OLPH YOUTH SERVICE CORPS

High & Middle School

Youth Ministry

There is such a great need for service in the life of our
parish and often a huge number of young people who
want to help those in need. The Service Corps is one
way to make this connection.

High schoolers: our next meeting will
be tonight, March 22nd after the
5pm Mass in the auditorium.
Middle schoolers will meet on March
24th in the auditorium from 7:30
until 8:45. All 6th through 8th graders are welcome! Tonight we will be talking about the
Triduum! Come check it out!

Last year, over 100 middle and high school teens and
college young adults assisted on projects ranging from
Storm Relief, numerous parish events, the St. Bernard
League, helping parishioners at their homes, and assisting parishioners in need and more!

Adult Help Needed
Did you know that our middle school youth program
has been expanding over the past few months? This is
a wonderful thing but has caused some practical challenges.
We are in need of some adults who would be willing
to assist at our Middle School and High School nights
as your schedule permits. We need adults to assist
with supervision, monitoring, etc. You would not
need to run a group or present a talk or anything like
that! Rather you would help us with supervision so
the members of our youth ministry team can work on
the talks, groups, presentations, etc. You can sign up
for the dates/times that work best for you.
There is even a way for parents to be involved
(without embarrassing your child!). Anyone interested
would need to participate in VIRTUS training and
complete a volunteer registration form.
For more information contact Brittany Evans at
631.226.7725 or e-mail to youth@oloph.org or Fr.
John at 631.226.7725, x. 203 or e-mail to jsureau@oloph.org.

Here’s how it works:
1. ANY middle school, high school and college aged
students send their contact information to Fr. John
at jsureau@oloph.org (You do not need to already
belong to any OLPH existing Youth Ministry
groups.)
2. As requests for help come from or come into our
parish, you’ll be contacted to see if you can help.
3. If you can help with a particular project, great! If
not, no problem. You’ll be contacted for the next
one!

It really is that easy!!!

YES!!! Sign me up for the Youth Service Corps at OLPH!
Name_____________________________________________
Home Phone # ________________________________
Cell Phone #__________________
E-mail __________________________@____________
In September, I will be in (check one) ____Middle School
(Grade ___) ___High School (Grade ___) ___College

VIRTUS TRAINING HERE
THURSDAY, MARCH 26

7 PM IN ROOM 8
TRAINING IS REQUIRED FOR ALL PARISH OFFERERS IN ALL MINISTRIES.
Registration MUST be done online. Simply go to drvc.org, then Protecting God’s Children
and to the Virtus training schedule.
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EL MINISTERIO HISPANO
El grupo de oración “Jesús es el camino la verdad y la vida”. Te invita a alabar y glorificar a DIOS todos los jueves a las 7:00 PM en la cafetería. Comenzando con el Santo Rosario. Únete a nosotros en
oración, Alabanzas y reflexión de la palabra de DIOS.
Todos los martes llevamos el Santo Rosario a los hogares para orar en familia. Lleva la bendición a tu
casa. Interesados favor llamar a Virginia Constantino al (631) 957-1149.
El sacramento del bautizo. Las ceremonias bautismales se llevan a cabo cada segundo y cuarto domingo del mes. Los padres que necesiten bautizar a sus hijos deben atender alas sección de charlas, estas
charlas son cada primer y tercer lunes del mes.
Para más información sobre los sacramentos del bautizo matrimonio y servicio pastorales. Unción de
los enfermos y la Eucaristía, Contacto Padre Juan Sureau - 631.226-7725 x. 224 o email:
jsureau@oloph.org o en español, Irma González 631 620-2401 o correo electrónico: lanegra628@yahoo.com.

Lecturas previas de la santa palabra de Dios para el domingo 29 de Marzo del 2015.
Primer Lectura (Isaías 50: 4-7): Dios Vendrá en Mi Ayuda
El Siervo de Dios Sufriente permanece fiel a su misión aun cuando sea perseguido, porque confía en
Dios.
Segunda Lectura (Filipenses 2: 6-11): Pablo propone el ejemplo de Cristo, que siendo Dios se hizo hombre, siendo rico se hizo pobre, siendo el primero se hiso el ultimo, siendo señor se hizo servidor. El señor Jesús quiso identificarse con los más humildes los más afligidos y los más menospreciados. Esta
actitud tiene que ser también la de sus discípulos y la de todo buen cristiano.
Evangelio: Pasión (Marcos 14,1-15,47): Pasión y Muerte de Jesús.
En su Pasión y Muerte, Jesús es el Señor anunciado en las Escrituras. Pero su muerte destruirá el poder
de la muerte y nos traerá vida.
El Domingo de Ramos es el gran pórtico que nos lleva a la Semana Santa, la semana en la que el Señor
Jesús se dirige hacia la culminación de su vida terrena. Él va a Jerusalén para cumplir las Escrituras y
para ser colgado en la cruz, el trono desde el cual reinará por los siglos, atrayendo a sí a la humanidad
de todos los tiempos y ofrecer a todos el don de la redención. Sabemos por los evangelios que Jesús se
había encaminado hacia Jerusalén con los doce, y que poco a poco se había ido sumando a ellos una
multitud creciente de peregrinos. San Marcos nos dice que ya al salir de Jericó había una «gran muchedumbre» que seguía a Jesús
Cuando llegaba a Jerusalén para celebrar la pascua, Jesús les pidió a sus discípulos traer un burrito y lo montó. Antes de entrar
en Jerusalén, la gente tendía sus mantos por el camino y otros
cortaban ramas de árboles alfombrando el paso, tal como acostumbraban saludar a los reyes.
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PRAYING FOR AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER
MASS MEMORIALS
A beautiful way to remember a loved one!
Memorials used during the Masses for week of
March 8-14:

Altar Bread & Wine

BANNS OF MARRIAGE
Please pray for the following members of our parish
community preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony.
Second Time:

Adam Volpe & Kimberly Royen


In Memory of

Alan Keilitz, Sr.
Love,

Joan & Family
Please contact the Parish Office at 631.226.7725 for
other options for memorials.

WE REMEMBER
We remember those who have died in our parish
community this week:

Marie Roeper
Jane Petti
“O God, who through the ending of present things open up
the beginning of things to come, grant, we pray, that the soul
of your servant may be led to you to attain the inheritance of
eternal redemption.”

Jason Kalt & Joselyn Mirabal

WE BELIEVE
We pray for the sick of our parish…
Julia Cicala
James Mahaney
Jose M. Cevallos
Thomas Curtin, Sr.
Bernard Celestine
Roberta Pollacek
Carol Gilroy
Marie Foster
Dolores Otten
Carmela DeFilippo
Whitey Rieger
Eileen Durney
Resurreccion Zulueto
George Wagner
Joseph Pezzano

Sal Rizzolo
Dorothy Hritsko
Bette LeVasseau
Joan Cox
Richard Brosan
Sharon Burke
William Doran
Peggy Curran
Gorden Hinds
Mike Bovenzi
Bob Little
Donna Catlan
Harper Grace
Margaret Girgenti

If a family member or close friend is ill, please let us
know so our community can pray for them. To have
your name or the name of a loved one listed in our
parish bulletin, please call the Parish Office.

GLUTEN-FREE HOSTS
Gluten-free hosts are available for those with
Celiac Disease who cannot receive Holy
Communion using the usual bread. If you
need to receive Holy Communion using a gluten-free host, please stop in the sacristy before
Mass to discuss this with the priest. We will
be happy to accommodate you.

BRINGING
FORWARD THE
OFFERINGS OF
BREAD AND WINE
If the announced intention at Mass is for your intention, or if you have memorialized the bread
and wine, and you would like to carry those offerings forward at the Presentation of the Gifts during Mass, please be sure to let the ushers know
this before the Mass begins. They will be happy to
have you do this. If no one steps forward to specifically request this, then they will select people
from the assembly.

March 22, 2015

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
MONDAY, March 23—
Lenten Weekday
(St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop)
The Savastano Family
6:30
12:15 Charles Whittaker
Devotions
7:00
TUESDAY, March 24—
Lenten Weekday
6:30
12:15

Senator Owen H. Johnson
Robert Kaminski

WEDNESDAY, March 25—
The Annunciation of the Lord
6:30
12:15

Nancy Leil
Ida Rene

12:45

Exposition

THURSDAY, March 26—

Lenten Weekday
6:30
12:15

In Thanksgiving for the Intentions of Marie
Rossetti (Living)
Repose of Fr. James Pilsner & Mary Rose
Pilsner

FRIDAY, March 27—
Lenten Weekday
6:30
12:15
7:30

The Enthronement of Jesus Christ as King of
Poland and All Nations
Richard Valela
Stations of the Cross

SATURDAY, March 28—
Lenten Weekday
8:00

Miriam Kuks

Vigil for
PALM SUNDAY
OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
5:00

MEETINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday, March 23, 2015
11:00AM
2:30 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
7:00 AM
9:00 AM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:30PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
8:00 PM
8:15P.M.
12:45 PM

1:50 PM
2:30 PM
5:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:00 AM
1:30 PM
4:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
8:00 PM
9:00 AM
7:30 PM
8:00 PM

Amante Caruana

Sunday, March 29
PALM SUNDAY
OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
6:30
8:00
9:30
11:00

Kathy Healy
William Maher
Knights of Columbus
Dorothe V. Nocella

12:30
5:00

Anthony Galligano
For the People of the Parish
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K of C Blood Drive
St. Vincent de Paul Meeting
Adult Confirmation Meeting
Novena Devotions
Liturgy Committee Meeting

Level 8 Religious Education
Tuesday, March 24, 2015
Tender Gardens Pre-K
Senior Moments
Pastoral Staff Meeting
Teen Confirmation Class
Community of Praise
Youth Ministry—Night on Triduum
Adult Faith Formation—Intro to Church

Alcoholics Anonymous
Community Meal Meeting
Wednesday, March 25, 2015
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Daytime Prayer
Legion of Mary
Level 6 Religious Education
Youth Ministry—Boy Scouts
Level 7 Religious Education
Thursday, March 26, 2015
Tender Gardens Pre-K
Church Cleaning
CYO Cheerleading
Catechist Prayer Night—Rel. Ed.
Virtus Training
Youth Choir Rehearsal
Spanish Prayer Group
Adult Choir Rehearsal
K of C Bingo
Meeting on the Wellwood Ave. Project

Narcotics Anonymous
Friday, March 27, 2015

OLPH Home School Group
Stations of the Cross
Alcoholics Anonymous (Young People)

Auditorium
Room 24
Church
Church
St. Mark’s
School
Rooms 13/15
Room 24
St. Mark’s
Room 24
Room 16
Auditorium
Room 24
Cafeteria
Room 18
Church
Church
Room 24
School
Cafeteria
Church
Room 13/15
Church
Auditorium
Rm. 16/18
Room 8
Church
Cafeteria
Church
Auditorium
St. Mark’s
Room 24
Rooms 1 & 2
Church
Room 24

Saturday, March 28, 2015
8:30 AM
8:30/10:00
11:30AM

1:00PM
5:00 PM
5:00 PM
6:00 PM

Levels 1-5 Religious Education
Level 2 Parent Meeting

School
Auditorium

Rehearsal for Palm Sunday Vigil

Church
Aud/Church
Room 16/18
Church

Lord’s Passion Procession
RCIA
Evening Prayer
Sunday, March 29, 2015

NO ACTIVITIES HOLY WEEK
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SERVING AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS AND CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Phone: (631) 226-7725 Parish Fax: (631) 225-9597
Directory of Phone Extensions

Name

Ext

Email

Fr. Ethel Anarado, Associate Pastor

226

ethelo702000@yahoo.com

Deacon Tom Bast, Business Manager

204

tbast@oloph.org

Carmel Becker, Bulletin

246

cbecker@oloph.org

Patti Chavis, Parish Secretary

212

pchavis@oloph.org

Linda Coppola, Business Office Assistant

214

lcoppola@oloph.org

Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco, Pastor

206

msgrjoe@oloph.org

Brittany Marie Evans, Youth Minister

200

youth@oloph.org

Faith Formation Office

253

religioused@oloph.org

Christopher Ferraro, Director of Music

210

cferraro@oloph.org

April Kleinlaut, Coordinator of Faith Formation

257

acarbaugh@oloph.org

Rectory Reception Desk

200

St. Vincent de Paul

234

stvincentdepaul@oloph.org

Fr. John Sureau, Associate Pastor

203

jsureau@oloph.org

Josephine Vagelatos,
Administrative Assistant to the Pastor

206

jvagelatos@oloph.org

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Baptism ceremonies are held on the second and fourth Sundays of the month.
Parents wishing to have a child baptized must attend a baptism preparation session before the baptism; these sessions are held on the first and third Thursdays
of the month excluding holidays. Contact the Parish Office to begin the process
of having your child baptized.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as well as those in danger of death,
should receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please call the Parish
Office and ask for one of our priests.

YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL
Jean Bjork
Tricia Buckley (Chair)
Lori Byron
Marie Foster
Greg Guido
Sonia Hansen
John Keller
Mary Mullan
Kevin Sabella
Christina Taparata
James Totino
Pete Triolo
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Please feel free to speak to any
member of the Pastoral Council
with any questions you might have.
YOUR PARISH TRUSTEES
Robert Dobres
John Reynolds
YOUR PARISH
FINANCE COMMITTEE
David Barrett
Deacon Tom Bast
Gerry Chille (Chair)
Ed Cirella
Meg Danaher, CFP®, CLU®
Bob Dobres
Bob Meade
John Reynolds
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Please feel free to speak to any
member of the Finance Committee
with any questions you might have.

Adults who have been baptized Catholic and who have received Holy Communion but who still need the Sacrament of Confirmation should enroll in our Adult
Confirmation Classes. Please contact Fr. John at the Parish Office.

YOUR PARISH
LITURGY COMMITTEE
Robert Becker
Mark Costantino
Barbara McPhail
Rosaleen Walters
Mike Williams
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Chris Ferraro
Deacon Doug Smith
Fr. John Sureau
Alice Vozzo

THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Please contact the Parish Office at least SIX MONTHS before the desired date
of your wedding.

Please feel free to speak to any
member of the Liturgy Committee
with any questions you might have.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have been baptized in another Christian
faith and wish to become Catholic, or who have been baptized Catholic and
wish to be confirmed and receive Holy Communion, are invited to join the process of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Please contact Fr. John at the
Parish Office to begin the process.
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LEGION OF MARY

THE LEGION OF MARY ACIES
“I am all yours, My Queen, My Mother,
and all that I have is yours.”

TODAY, Sunday, March 22, 2015
All active and auxiliary members and guests are invited to attend the
Acies ceremony to be held at:

The Montfort Spiritual Center
26 South Saxon Ave.
Bay Shore, N.Y. 11706
631-666-7500
The Acies is a sacred and solemn ceremony in which members
of the Legion of Mary individually and collectively renew their
consecration to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
The Acies will take place during the 3 PM Mass – everyone is invited
Driving Directions from Lindenhurst:
Sunrise Highway East (Route 27 East) to Exit 44; Continue on the Service Road .8 mi, to the 1 st light, turn right onto Saxon Ave.
Go 1 mile to Montfort Spiritual Center.

DIOCESAN & COMMUNITY NEWS


CATHOLIC CHARITIES JOB OPENING: On Call Licensed Practical Nurses (LPN) or Registered Nurses (RN) Talbot House, Bohemia, NY – Chemical Dependence Services (Need flexible availability including weekends
& holidays) Talbot House is a 24-hour voluntary chemical dependence Crisis Center, providing short-term
medically monitored inpatient withdrawal and stabilization services to adults in crisis. We are seeking NYS
licensed LPNs & RNs to work on call, monitoring, evaluating and caring for our clients. HS diploma/GED
and work experience that demonstrates the ability to independently evaluate & triage clients’ medical/
psychiatric conditions necessary. Experience working with individuals with chemical addictions is a strong
plus! To apply, please submit resume & cover letter, detailing relevant experience to: jobs@catholiccharities.cc
or fax to 516.733.7038. Please include “Talbot LPN/RN” in the subject line of your email or fax.



Our Lady of Consolation Bereavement Group - Pastoral Care & Hospice will provide a support group for those
who are mourning the loss of a loved one. Eight sessions on Monday afternoon. March 23-May 11. 2:304:00PM at Our Lady of Consolation, 111 Beach Dr. West Islip. Space is limited. Call 631-587-1600 ext. 8297.



Widow & Widowers, Divorced and Single Catholics of LI—New Member Orientation, Tuesday, March 24, 8:00
PM at St. Frances de Chantal School, 1309 Wantagh Ave, Wantagh. Meetings held every 4th Tuesday. Call
Barbara McCaffrey 516-798-2858 for info. (Bring proof of single status to join.)



"Divine Mercy Explained", presented by Fr. Hugh Gillespie on Thursday, March 26th at 7:30 p.m., at
the Parish of St. Agnes Cathedral, Parish Center (Lower Hall), 29 Quealy Place, Rockville Centre, New
York 11570. Divine Mercy Explained - The Message and The Devotion, The Chaplet-Novena-Hour of MercyIndulgences. Inquiries should be directed to Mary Tierney @ 516-375-0738.



Powerful Tools for Caregivers—a six-week course at Good Samaritan Hospital Medical Center, West Islip,
Wednesday evenings April 8, 15, 22, 29, May 6, 13 from 6:00PM—8:30PM. $25 suggested donation. Preregistration required. Call Pastoral Care Dept. 631-376-4444.
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OFFERING UPDATE
March 14/15, 2015
# of
Envelopes

BLOOD DRIVE
TOMORROW!

Mass Time

Attendance

5:00 P.M.

368

149

$2,921.00

6:30 A.M.

86

35

1,039.00

8:00 A.M.

220

108

2,422.00

9:30 A.M.

380

89

1,818.00

11:00-3:30 P.M.

11:00 A.M.

385

119

3,097.00

OLPH School Auditorium

12:30 P.M.

362

109

2,259.50

5:00 P.M.

345

46

1,350.00

Total coin:

Weekly
Collection

OLPH Council 794
Knights of Columbus

28.99

Mail-ins:

1,268.00

Children’s Env.

15

Faith Direct

62.50
2,041.50

TOTAL

2,146

670

$18,307.49

2014 TOTAL

2,155

694

16,947.39

Candles

$1070.78

Poor Box

$318.09

Our eGiving provider Faith Direct is sponsoring a 2015
NCAA Men's Basketball Tournament Bracket Challenge
with cash prizes going to individual parishes! If your
bracket finishes in the top three, Faith Direct will make a
donation to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish!
1st Place: $1,000

Monday, March 23rd

2nd Place: $500

EASTER SPIRITUAL BOUQUET
CARDS
Easter Spiritual Bouquet cards are now
available throughout the church. These cards are
a meaningful way for you to have your intentions prayed for in the Masses of Easter Sunday.
Take an envelope, fill out your prayer intention,
and return the envelope with your donation. Envelopes may be returned either in the collection
basket or at the rectory. Keep the card to send as
an expression of your prayer. All the Masses offered on Easter Sunday will be the for the intentions of the Easter Spiritual Bouquet.

K OF C

Bingo

3rd Place: $250

Plus, Faith Direct will be awarding $500 to the parish
with the most Bracket Challenge entries! This is a fun
and free way to support Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish! Sign up today at http://www.faithdirect.net/
bracketchallenge!
You can sign up online at www.faithdirect.net
using our church code: NY286, or by mailing a paper
enrollment form available in the parish office.

every Thursday night in the school auditorium.
Doors open at 6:15 pm
First game starts at 7:30 pm.
Over $1,500.00 in prize money!
Specials, jackpots, and line bingo.
Coffee and cake are available.
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PREPARING FOR
Sunday, March 29, 2015
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
“This is my blood of the covenant, which will be shed for many.”
Mark 14:24

Isaiah 50:4-7
Open ears, learned and sustaining speech, a staunch faith and a
willingness to suffer are the hallmarks of the ideal servant of
God. God’s calling to be “my servant” is issued by Isaiah to the
Hebrew people in exile, struggling to maintain their identity as
God’s own people in the midst of the Babylonian empire.
Philippians 2:6-11
After addressing the church as a unified whole (1:1–2), Paul offers a prayer for them to achieve this unity (1:3–11). He then
gives his own life as a model (1:12–26; cf. 4:9) and urges the
church to live lives of humility and unity without (1:27–30) and
within the church (2:1–4) Finally, Paul arrives at a crescendo
and turns his attention to the powerful example of Christ Himself in 2:5–11.
Mark 14:1 – 15:47
In the movement of Mark’s gospel, the cross is depicted as Jesus’ way to glory in accordance with the divine will. Thus the
passion narrative is seen as the climax of Jesus’ ministry.

Readings for the Week
Take time each day to read the daily readings of the Church.
Monday, March 23, 2015:
Deuteronomy 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62

+ John 8:1-11
Tuesday, March 24, 2015:
Numbers 21:4-9 + John 8:21-30
Wednesday, March 25, 2015:
Isaiah 7:10-14, 8:10 + Hebrews 10:4-10
+ Luke 1:26-38
Thursday, March 26, 2015:
Genesis 17:3-9 + John 8:51-59

Friday, March 27, 2015:
Jeremiah 20:10-13
+ John 10:31-42
Saturday, March 28, 2015:
Ezekiel 37:21-28 + John 11:45-56
Sunday, March 29, 2015:
Palm Sunday
Mark 11:1-10 + Isaiah 50:4-7
+ Philippians 2:6-11
+Mark 14:1-15:47

Gospel Reflection
Questions….
After reading next Sunday’s Gospel
(Mark 14:1-15:47) take some time to
pray on it before you come to Mass. Use
the questions below to aid your reflection.

1. The woman was “wasting”
expensive perfumed oil on Jesus. Does this relate to God’s
self-wasting love on humankind? How is the Eucharist a
continuation of Christ’s selfgiving love for us? Does your
busy schedule allow time to
“waste” on love?

2. After listening to the Palm
Sunday Gospel account of
how his disciples fell asleep
before Jesus was betrayed by
Judas, Pope Francis asked
himself and the crowd gathered in St. Peter’s Square these
questions: “Has my life fallen
asleep?” and “Am I like Pilate?
When I see that the situation is
difficult, do I wash my
hands?” (Palm Sunday
4/13/2014) Are those hard
questions? How do you answer
them?
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PREPARING FOR THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
On the third and fourth Sunday of Lent, our parish’s candidates for the sacrament of Confirmation participated in their retreat afternoon and evening. The day included a special retreat presentation, participation in the 5:00 P.M. Mass and dinner with their families. At the
Mass, candidates submitted their letters to Msgr. Joe officially requesting reception of the
sacrament.
Thank you to our Faith Formation staff, Youth Ministry, Hospitality Ministry and Christian Mothers and Guild for their efforts in making these experiences of faith and community
for our parish’s young people so memorable.

FAMILY LIFE MINISTRY
FAMILIES IN SERVICE ACTIVITY
Save the date …

Saturday, April 11
+ 1:00 P.M.

Families are invited to come and prepare plants and
decorate pots for the members of our parish who are
homebound. After designing the pots and planting
the plants, families will be asked to deliver their
plants directly to some of our homebound parishioners. This is a wonderful way to
bring Easter joy to those who are homebound in our parish.
If you would like information on becoming part of Family Life Ministry and the wonderful events they help with throughout the year please email: olphfamilylife@aol.com
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