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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church

210 South Wellwood Avenue + Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +
Telephone: 631-226-7725 + Fax: 631-225-9597 +
www.olphlindenhurst.org + Facebook: Our Lady of PA voice proclaims:*

Behold, magi from the east
arrived in Jerusalem, saying,
“Where is the newborn
king of the Jews?”
Matthew 2:1-2

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
January 4, 2015
PASTORAL STAFF

Pastor: Rev. Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco
Parochial Vicars: Rev. Ethel Anarado + Rev. John Sureau
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Msgr. Daniel S. Hamilton
Deacons: Deacon Frank A. Odin + Deacon William Crosby + Deacon Douglas G. Smith
Business Manager: Deacon Thomas J. Bast
Coordinator of Faith Formation: April Kleinlaut
Music Director: Christopher Ferraro

COME IN AND PRAY…
Our church is open 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. seven
days a week, except for Thursdays when it closes
after the 12:15 p.m. Mass for cleaning.
Come in and spend some time in prayer.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Monday – Friday following the 12:15 p.m. Mass.
Saturday: 4:00 to 4:45 p.m.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available by
making an appointment with one of our priests.

MASS SCHEDULE

OLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONS

Monday – Friday
6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses: 6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,
11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m. & 5:00 p.m.

Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Church
(unless otherwise announced)

HOLY DAY MASS SCHEDULE
Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
Holy Day: 6:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

LITURGY OF THE HOURS
We pray Evening Prayer each Saturday and Sunday
after the 5 p.m. Mass.
We pray Daytime Prayer each Wednesday
at 1:50 p.m.

ADORATION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT
Monday Evening: after OLPH Novena Devotions
Wednesday: 12:45 to 2:00 p.m.
First Sunday: 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.
First Saturday: 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
210 S. Wellwood Avenue, Lindenhurst
Monday- Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

January4,
4,2015
2015
January
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THE CHRISTMASofSEASON
@ OLPH
The Proclamation
the Date
of Easter
The Solemnity of the Epiphany is a
traditional time to announce the
major feasts and celebrations of the
Church for the upcoming year.
Before the advent of online
calendars, iPhones, perpetual
calendars, and handheld organizers,
the formal announcement at
Epiphany was the usual way the
Church made known the date of
Easter and all the celebrations that
are dependent upon its date.
In the Roman Catholic Church, the
date of Easter moves each year
because it is affected by the lunar
and solar cycles. The Council of
Nicaea (325 AD) determined that
Easter would be celebrated on the
Sunday following the first full moon
after the vernal equinox, or first day
of spring (in the northern
hemisphere). (The Orthodox
Churches use a different calendar
system, and so their date for Easter
is different.)
Although calendars now give the
date of Easter and the other feasts in
the liturgical year for many years in
advance, the Epiphany
proclamation still has value. It is a
reminder of the centrality of the
resurrection of the Lord in the
liturgical year and the importance of
the great mysteries of faith which
are celebrated each year.

The Announcement of Easter
and the Moveable Feasts
Know, dear brothers and sisters,
that, as we have rejoiced
at the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ,
so by leave of God’s mercy
we announce to you also
the joy of his Resurrection,
who is our Savior.
On the eighteenth day of February
will fall Ash Wednesday,
and the beginning of the fast
of the most sacred Lenten season.
On the fifth day of April
you will celebrate with joy Easter Day,
the Paschal feast of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
On the fourteenth day of May
will be the Ascension of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
On the twenty fourth day of May
the feast of Pentecost.

On the seventh day of June,
the feast of the
Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.
On the twenty-ninth day of November
the First Sunday of the Advent
of our Lord Jesus Christ,
to who is honor and glory
for ever and ever. Amen.
Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy.
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THE PASTOR’S PAGE
New Year of Grace 2015
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ONE AND ALL!
As we begin a new year of grace, I extend to everyone in our OLPH family prayers and best wishes for an abundance of blessings in 2015! May the
upcoming year be for you and yours a year of spiritual growth and a deepening of your relationship
with the Lord.
Thank You for Your Incredible Response to the Advent Giving Tree
As we look ahead to the new year, there is
one bit of business left over from 2014. As we continue on throughout Christmas Time, we must
recognize and acknowledge the many gifts given
and shared over the days of Advent and Christmas
Time, particularly through the efforts related to
our Advent Giving Tree. Allow me to express on
behalf of the entire parish a gigantic THANK
YOU to all who participated in the Advent Giving
Tree in one way or another.
How appropriate, if you will recall, that the
Advent Giving Tree began the week after the Solemnity of our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, when we read from the twenty-fifth chapter
of Matthew’s Gospel: “When did I see you hungry…when did I see you thirsty…” Through the
Advent Giving Tree, OLPH was able to provide
gifts and resources for so many people within and
around the Lindenhurst community. Because of
your generosity, we were able to minister to literally thousands of individuals and families as we
provided gifts and resources for families and individuals at OLPH, for those incarcerated in prison,
for those battling addiction, for veterans in need,
for mothers preparing for childbirth, and for the
homeless right here in our own community.
Suzanne Jones of the Office of Prison Ministry recently wrote to us and said, “Once again, I can
only marvel at the generosity of your parishioners. Yesterday was our first day/evening at the Suffolk jails in
Riverhead and Yaphank and we will continue there
through Saturday night. Should we have any extra toys
at the end of the program in Suffolk, we will share with
the Nassau County jail, where gift giving will run
through Christmas Eve. Thank you to all who donated
so that the children of the men and women in our jails
can enjoy a little extra Christmas spirit.”
What a beautiful testimony to your kindness and compassion! Once again, allow me to

say THANK YOU to one and all for your incredible generosity at Christmas through our Advent Giving Tree, and for the countless ways you
minister throughout the entire year to those
among us who have the least and who so often
go without. A special word of thanks goes out to
the Ronessi Family, who coordinated all aspects
of collecting, organizing and delivering the gifts
to the various agencies, and to all who offer their
time in our parish Society of St. Vincent de Paul,
headed by Deborah Deasy.
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
It’s still Christmas Time (it will be until the
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord next Sunday),
and this Sunday the Church celebrates another
aspect of the Christmas mystery, the Solemnity
of the Epiphany of the Lord. The word
“epiphany” means “manifestation,” and this Solemnity continues to reveal for us the mystery of
the Word made flesh, Emmanuel, God-with-us.
The Preface of the Eucharistic Prayer speaks of
the Christmas meaning of the Epiphany: “For
today you have revealed the mystery of our salvation in
Christ as a light for the nations, and, when he appeared in our mortal nature, you made us new by the
glory of his immortal nature.”
Christ as a light for all nations is represented for us by the Magi, the Three Wise Men, who
followed the light of the star to find the revelation of God in the world. Their journey is our
journey, as we too are to follow the light of
Christ given to us in our day (especially and primarily through Baptism) in order to discover His
presence in our midst. Once we discover Him,
we are to follow His way, which is a way of offering our life in union with Him. The offering of
our life we make every day is ritualized in the
offering we make at Mass, as symbolized by the
gifts of bread and wine; the Prayer over the Offerings at the Mass during the Day for Epiphany
makes this connection: “Look with favor, Lord, we
pray, on these gifts of your Church, in which are offered now not gold or frankincense or myrrh, but he
who by them is proclaimed, sacrificed and received,
Jesus Christ.”
What rich spiritual themes we are given
to reflect on throughout the whole of Christmas
Time!
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Blessing Your Home on Epiphany
Epiphany is traditionally a time for families to bless their home. We have provided a special card for you to take home to place over your
main entranceway; instructions for using the
card are printed on it. We have also provided in
this bulletin a special insert with a prayer ritual
that you can pray as a family in conjunction with
using the card. Please take a moment to peruse
these and allow this Solemnity of the Epiphany
to be a special moment within Christmas Time
for you and your family.
Knights of Columbus Renting Space in Convent
As many of you know, our OLPH
Knights of Columbus Council has sold its building. This is a bittersweet moment for the Knights
— the sale is a difficult one because so many
years of history and so many wonderful memories are associated with their hall on Broadway
in Lindenhurst, and yet, at the same time, it is a
necessary step that will allow them to continue
their work into the future.
I am pleased to announce that the
Knights will be renting a few rooms in our empty
Convent building. Since arriving as Pastor, I
have always enjoyed a great relationship with
our Council, and this continues the great synergy
between the Council and the parish. It’s a “winwin” for both, since it provides a place for the
Knights to continue to meet and it gives the parish a little bit of extra income. It’s also good that
the Convent will have a tenant. However, neither the Knights nor the parish are locked into
anything binding. Should the Knights find another meeting hall they wish to make a more permanent home, they are not committed to a longterm lease with the parish. At the same time, I
am still actively pursuing leasing as much space
as possible in the Convent to a tenant who would
be able to provide significant rental income to
the parish (it is this kind of large income which
will make a difference to us), and so the Knights
understand that at some point I may have a tenant for the whole building. In the meantime, I
am happy to have the Knights “on campus,” so
to speak, and I look forward to continuing to
strengthen the bonds between the Council and
the parish.
By the way, the Knights will be holding
BINGO here at OLPH on Thursday nights in the

Auditorium, moving it from their Council hall.
Why not come down on a Thursday night and
have some fun by playing BINGO? You’ll be
supporting both the Knights and the parish by
doing so, and you may win a little money!
First Penance
This week we are beginning to celebrate
First Penance with the children in Level 2; there
will be a prayer service to prepare for the sacrament on Monday of this week, and then there
will be one liturgy this week (on Tuesday), and
two next week (on Monday and Tuesday) during
which the children will go to Confession for the
first time. First Penance is always a significant
moment for our parish as children celebrate the
gift of God’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation for the first time. It is my hope
and prayer that the children will always see this
sacrament as the special gift of God’s love that it
really is, and that they and their families will
make frequent use of the sacrament, never hesitating or fearing to celebrate it as often as is necessary.
Please pray for the children celebrating
First Penance, and their families, in the week
ahead.
Baptism Families Invited to 11:00 Mass Next Sunday
Next Sunday is the Feast of the Baptism of
the Lord, and the conclusion of Christmas Time.
As is our custom, we are inviting all families
who have celebrated a Baptism here at OLPH
over the past year to return for a special Mass
and hospitality. This will take place next Sunday
at the 11:00 a.m. Mass. What a joy it will be to
celebrate the gift of Baptism in the life of these
families!
New Baptismal Font
Speaking of Baptism, I cannot tell you how
absolutely thrilled and excited I am to make this
announcement to you: WE ARE GETTING A
NEW BAPTISMAL FONT! Yes, that’s right! I
mentioned this in my Pastor’s Report to the Parish last October, and it has now come to fruition.
Through the generosity of one of our parishioners, Gus Garofalo, OLPH is going to be blessed
with having a beautiful and magnificent new
baptismal font. Full information about it can be
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found in a separate section in the bulletin; please
be sure to read it.
Blessing of New Baptismal Font and Baptism at
9:30 Mass Next Sunday
The new baptismal font gives us the opportunity to celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the
Lord, next Sunday, January 11, in a special way.
At the 9:30 a.m. Mass, the font will be blessed
and we will celebrate a Baptism within the Mass.
This promises to be a very exciting and beautiful
liturgy, and I invite and encourage as many parishioners as possible to participate in the 9:30
Mass next Sunday. It will be especially noteworthy for children. We usually focus on children at
the 9:30 Mass through the Children’s Liturgy of
the Word, but next Sunday we won’t have the
Children’s Liturgy of the Word so as to allow the
children to be present for the Baptism ritual and
to participate in it in a very up-front and close
way. I am really looking forward to it!
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In conclusion…
Together, let’s aim high in Christ. Together, let’s bring out the best in each other. Together, let’s be the best we can be in Christ.
And let’s always remember: LOVE IS A
GIFT.
Sincerely,

All are welcome to celebrate the ...

BAPTISM OF THE LORD

OLPH invites all families who had a baby baptized in 2014 for a special blessing. In
honor of the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord,
this blessing will take place on

NEXT SUNDAY—
January 11, 2015
11:00 a.m. Mass
Following the 11:00 a.m. Mass there will be a reception in the school auditorium.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
If you plan to attend the reception please contact the parish office at 631.226.7725 or e-mail to hospitality@oloph.org.
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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Blessing of the Home and Household on the Epiphany
Use this ritual to bless your home on the Feast of Epiphany, January 4, 2015
The household gathers at the manger scene, or at some other suitable place.
The parish card with the inscription to be placed above the doorway (if
available) is used at the end of the ritual. (Instructions on how to make the
inscription if the card is not available are given at the end of the ritual.) All
make the sign of the cross, and the Leader begins:
Leader: Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and homes with
peace. Blessed be God forever.
All respond: Blessed be God forever.
Leader: During these days of Christmas Time, we keep this feast
of Epiphany. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
place among us. It is Christ who enlightens our hearts and
homes with his love. May all who enter this home find Christ’s
light and love.
Then someone proclaims the Scripture reading:
Reader: Listen to the words of the holy gospel according to Matthew.
After Jesus' birth in Bethlehem of Judea during the reign of King
Herod, astrologers from the east arrived one day in Jerusalem
inquiring, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We observed his star at its rising and have come to pay him homage.”
At this news King Herod became greatly disturbed, and with him
all Jerusalem. Summoning all of the chief priests and scribes of
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. “In Bethlehem of Judea,” they informed him. “Here is
what the prophet has written: ‘And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means least among the princes of Judah, since
from you shall come a rule who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Herod called the astrologers aside and found out from them the exact time of the star’s appearance. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, after having instructed them: “Go and get detailed information about the child. When you have found him, report it to me so that I may go and offer him
homage too.”
After their audience with the king, they set out. The star which they had observed at its rising went
ahead of them until it came to a standstill over the place where the child was. They were overjoyed
at seeing the star, and on entering the house, found the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated
themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their coffers and presented him with gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. They received a message in a dream not to return to Herod, so they
went back to their own country by another route.
The Gospel of the Lord.
All respond: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
The intercessions are then said:
Leader: The Son of God made his home among us. With thanks and praise let us call upon him. Our
response will be, Stay with us, Lord.
Lord Jesus Christ, with Mary and Joseph you formed the Holy Family: remain in our home, that we
may know you as our guest and honor you as our Head. We pray: R/.
Lord Jesus Christ, you had no place to lay your head, but in the spirit of poverty accepted hospitality
of your friends: grant that through our help the homeless may obtain proper housing. We pray: R /.
Continued on page 7.
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Lord Jesus Christ, the three kings presented their gifts to you in praise and adoration: grant that those
living in this house may use their talents and abilities to your greater glory. We pray: R/.
After the intercessions, all pray the Lord’s Prayer: Our Father…
Leader: Let us pray. Lord God of heaven and earth, you revealed your only-begotten Son to every nation by the guidance of a star. Bless this house and all who inhabit it. Fill us with the light of Christ,
that our concern for others may reflect your love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Leader concludes the rite by signing himself or herself with the sign of the cross and saying:
Leader: May Christ Jesus dwell with us, keep us from all harm, and make us one in mind and heart,
now and forever.
All respond: Amen.
Now the custom of making an inscription above the main door of the house, on the inside, is done. Use the card provided by the parish. If the card is not available, then you can make your own inscription. Written in chalk, or in some other way, the inscription should read:
20 + C + M + B + 15
The letters represent the Magi, traditionally named Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar; the “20” and “15” represent the
year, signifying the timeless God; each cross marks a point of the compass, or “all the nations.”

CHRISTMAS CLEAN UP
Our Church and parish grounds look wonderful as they are filled with
many signs of the Christmas season. As the Christmas season comes to a
close next Sunday what goes up must come down.

Next Sunday— January 11, 2015
OUTDOOR GROUNDS CLEAN UP—12 Noon
Help us take down our Christmas lights, roping, put away that Nativity set and more! This project
should take about an hour.
INDOOR CHURCH CLEAN UP—6:15 P.M.
Help us return the Church to Ordinary Time! We need to take down the roping, put away the decorations, and reset the Church for a new liturgical season.

REMINDER TO ALL PARISH READERS
REGARDING READER SKILLS ENRICHMENT WORKSHOPS
All Parish Readers are reminded to participate in one of the upcoming Reader Skills Enrichment Workshops taking place this Tuesday, January 6 at 7:30 p.m., this Saturday, January 10
at 1:30 p.m., and next Tuesday, January 13 at 7:30 p.m., all in the church. You should have already received an appointment schedule from Robert Becker; if you have not, please contact him.
We thank you for your cooperation in attending one of these important workshops which have
been designed to help you enhance your effectiveness in proclaiming the Word of God at our liturgies. All Readers are expected to attend one of the workshops, so please be sure to discuss with
Robert as soon as possible any conflicts you might have.
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A MESSAGE FROM MSGR. JOE CONCERNING OUR NEW BAPTISMAL FONT
We are all aware of the centrality and importance of the Sacrament
of Baptism. The General Introduction to Christian Initiation tells us,
“Baptism, the door to life and to the kingdom of God, is the first sacrament of the New Law, which Christ offered to all, that they might have
eternal life.” (#3) “Further, Baptism is the sacrament by which its recipients are incorporated into the Church and are built up together in the
Spirit into a house where God lives, into a holy nation and a royal priesthood. Baptism is a sacramental bond of unity linking all who have been
signed by it.” (#4) “Baptism, the cleansing with water by the power of
the living word, washes away every stain of sin, original and personal, makes us sharers in God’s own
life and his adopted children.” (#5)

Because of the importance of the Sacrament of Baptism, the actual baptismal font itself takes on
great importance. We are told in the Book of Blessings, “The baptismal font…should be stationary, gracefully constructed out of a suitable material, of splendid beauty…” (#1085)
Unfortunately, the baptismal font we have been using is anything but stationary, graceful, and constructed out of a suitable material. The baptismal font we have been using is a portable wooden cabinet,
factory-made with a small basin cut into it, which has to be moved into place each time Baptism is to be
celebrated and then moved away until its next use. This is hardly the appropriate dignity which should be
accorded to the baptismal font for so exalted a sacrament.
I am thrilled beyond words that we will now have a new baptismal font that will be beautiful and
dignified! I am so very, very grateful to Gus Garofalo who has generously donated his time, his labor
and the materials to construct a beautiful new marble baptismal font for us. Gus is donating this font in
memory of PFC Vito Garofalo, USMC, who was killed in action in World War II on June 4, 1945. I
am extremely appreciative because this allows us to rectify a less-than-ideal situation in our liturgical celebration and, given our strained finances, it does not cost the parish a dime! Gus, please know that you
have my gratitude and the gratitude of the entire parish for this wonderful gift you have made to us. We
pray for God’s abundant blessings to be upon you and your family for your generosity!
The font will be installed in the church sometime during the upcoming week in preparation for the
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord next Sunday (see my bulletin letter this week for more information).
You will see for yourself how beautiful our new font is and how it will enhance our celebration of Baptism. Gus designed it and built it to be evocative of a fountain or wellspring of water, using marble and
granite that give it a dignity and sturdiness befitting a structure so important in sacramental celebration.
It will be located in the large empty area in the north side of the sanctuary. A subcommittee from the Liturgy Committee discussed several possibilities about the location of the font, and this location was chosen for a variety of reasons as the best solution possible at this time. The difficulties involved in reconstruction and in trying to “retro-fit” the font into other already-existing spaces made
locating the font elsewhere (e.g., in its own separate baptistery area, or at the main
entrance, or within the assembly’s space) too costly and impractical at this time, given our limited resources. However, I’m sure you’ll agree that our new baptismal font
is a beautiful, worthy and inspiring addition which will enhance our celebrations of
the Sacrament of Baptism.
Once again, THANK YOU, Gus, for your tremendous gift of love, time, labor
and devotion to OLPH!
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OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION
located in the school building
Phone # 631.226.2384
E-mail: religioused@oloph.org
Coordinator: Mrs. April Kleinlaut
(acarbaugh@oloph.org)
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OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY: 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
TUESDAY: 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY: 3:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M.
THURSDAY: 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
FRIDAY:
9:00 A.M. to 12 Noon
SATURDAY: 8:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.

First Penance and Rehearsal are this week
Penance Rehearsal is Monday, January 5th.
You may choose a time but it is mandatory to attend one of the two sessions.
You may come either at 4:30 or 6:00 and it will last about one hour.

Penance Ceremonies
Session I (8:30-9:30) will attend on Tuesday, January 6th at 4:30
Session II (10:00-11:00) will attend on Monday, January 12th at 4:30
Session III (11:30-12:30) will attend on Tuesday, January 13th at 4:30

The Story of the Magi
At the time when Jesus was born, during the reign of
King Herod, in a faraway land to the east, Magi (wise
men) noticed a bright new star shining in the sky.
They believed the star was a sign that a new king had
been born, and set out on a long journey to find this king.
After the Magi had traveled a great distance, the star led
them to the city of Bethlehem, and to the house where
Joseph, Mary, and young Jesus lived. The Magi rejoiced
to find the young child that was to be the King of kings,
and they offered Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.

Lord Jesus
may your light
shine our way,
as once it guided the steps of
the Magi:
that we too may be led into
your presence
and worship you,
the Child of Mary,
the Word of the Father,
the King of nations,
the Saviour of mankind;
to whom be glory for ever.

You can read the full story in Matthew chapter 2, verses 1 to 11.

ATTENTION MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS...
Because of some of changes in our calendar, the middle school nights originally scheduled for Thursdays have been
moved to TUESDAYS, beginning this Tuesday, January 6th.

Middle School Youth Group scheduled for Thursday, January 8th is now being held on
TUESDAY, January 6th + from 7:30 to 8:45 P.M.
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FAITH FORMATION
Our next Adult Faith Formation course will begin in January 2015...

Living the Christian Life:
INTRODUCTION TO MORALITY

Here we’ll look into the Church’s teaching on major moral issues,
the history of morality,
how we make decision as Catholics and more!

Instructor: April Kleinlaut
Coordinator of Faith Formation, OLPH Church

5 Wednesdays—January 14, 21, 28, Feb. 4 & 11
Time: 10:30am—12:30pm

Place: Room 16

To register, contact the Parish Office at 631.226.7725, e-mail to jsureau@oloph.org
or return the form below.

Yes, please sign me up!

Living the Christian Life: INTRODUCTION TO MORALITY
Name______________________________________________________

Phone #____________________________________________________
E-mail_____________________________________@_______________

Check the bulletin each week for more information
about upcoming Adult Faith Formation
classes, including…
INTRODUCTION TO THE CHURCH
Come to learn more about how the Church “works” through
a study of its history, structure and function.
Instructor: Fr. Alfred
5 Wednesdays: February 25— March 4; 7:30-9:30 P.M.

INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY
This course covers a basic understanding of the study of the
Church’s theology of liturgy. The course will also cover a
basic understanding of the Liturgical Year, and will include
an examination and discussion of key points from Vatican
II’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy.
Instructor: Msgr. Joe
5 Thursdays—April 9 through May 7; 7:30—9:30 P.M.

ADULT CONFIRMATION
Soon we will be beginning classes in preparation
for the Sacrament of Confirmation. If you are an
adult who is baptized and has received first Holy
Communion but has not been confirmed, please
let us know.
Classes will begin in
the next few weeks!
For more information, contact Fr.
John at
631.226.7725 or
e-mail to
jsureau@oloph.org.
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY














Catholics for the Freedom of Religion: Marie Foster—631.592.1509—ripalda@optonline.net
Driving Ministry: Maureen Russo—631.226.4182—princessmorge@optonline.net
Golden Age Society: Dolores Barone—631.957.3432
Hospital Visitors: Peter O’Neill—631-226-6340—oneillp@optonline.net
Middle Ages: Gail Tonnessen—631.957.1449—gtonness@optonline.net
New Mother’s Meal Ministry: Carol Stysiack—631.255 3506—carolstys@verizon.net
Nursing Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com
Respect Life Committee: Louise Perrotta—631.412.3831—louiseperrotta@optonline.net
St. Bernard League: The Consi Family—631.226.7725
St. Vincent de Paul Society: Deborah Deasy—631.226.7725, x. 234
Senior Moments/Spirituality: Fran Grasso—631.956.3003—sixfingers13@gmail.com
Special Needs Ministry: Fr. John Sureau—631.226.7725—jsureau@oloph.org
Widows/Widowers: Rita Gardell— 631.252.5494 & Denise Segreto—631.220.0888

NEW Food Pantry List!

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Located in the “New” School Building

CANNED FRUIT
COFFEE
SHELF STABLE MILK
SOUP WITH MEAT
JELLO & PUDDING
PASTA SAUCE
PORK & BEANS
TUNA
SHAMPOO & SOAP
PAPER TOWELS

Use Parking Lot located on corner of
Gates & High Streets

631.226.7725 x. 234

The office is open:
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
9 A.M. —12 Noon
Today we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, where the
Magi find the newborn king and offer him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

Cut out this list and bring it with
you when you go shopping!

In the spirit of the Magi, please put your gift in
the St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box so that comfort
and peace can once again be given to a newborn
child.

MARCH FOR LIFE
Thursday, January 22, 2015
Our parish is attending the Annual March for Life on
Thursday, January 22, 2015. We will gather at OLPH
at 5:00 A.M. for Mass in the Church and depart immediately after.
To RSVP to this event, contact Kathy Feldman of our
Respect Life Committee at 631.225.9864.
A Free Will Offering of $20.00 is requested to assist
with the cost of the bus.

January 4, 2015
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY Happenings
OLPH GOLDEN AGE SOCIETY

SENIOR MOMENTS

Meets every 1st & 3rd Thursday of the month,
11:30am—3:00pm
January 15, 2015 in Room 16
Everyone is welcome. Please join us.
Any questions call President,
Dolores Barone 631-957-3432.

Avail yourself, men and women, 55 years +, of the opportunity to strengthen your relationship with God and with our
parish community. Each time this group meets there will be
times for formation, spiritual growth, friendship and community building.

MIDDLE AGES
Are you in your late 40s, 50s, or early 60s?
Are you looking to meet other women and men your
age for times of spirituality, socializing
and social action?
The Middle Ages group next meeting will be Tuesday,
January 6 in Room 24 of the OLPH New School at
7:00PM. All are welcome.

Our next meeting will take place on January 13.
New members are always welcome!

WIDOWS and WIDOWERS
Our next gathering will take place January 8 from
7:00-8:00 PM in School Room 16. Please join us
for a chance to meet each other and support each other. Any questions contact Rita Gardell (631) 2525494, Hope to see you there.

For information, call Gail Tonnessen at 631-957-1449
or email to gtonness@optonline.net.

OLPH Nursing Ministry’s next event...

The OLPH Blood Drive
Sunday January 18, 2015

8:00 A.M. - 12:15 P.M. + School Auditorium

Prescheduled appointments are preferred, however walk-ins are welcome. Contact Regina Muir 226-2709 or
Rmuir11@aol.com to sign up.

Remember, anyone who can give blood potentially helps to SAVE
the life of another! Please consider donating!

CATHOLICS FOR FREEDOM OF RELIGION
“The New Year is upon us and we ask the Lord to touch the hearts of our lawmakers with the wisdom and courage
to uphold conscience rights and religious liberty for all. Protect all people from being forced to violate their moral and
religious convictions.” www.USCCB.org

Each January 16 is designated as National Religious Freedom Day, in
honor of the 1777 “Virginia Statute of Religious Freedom.” On this day
each President urges all Americans to commemorate our religious freedom
in their churches, in their schools and in their communities. This year, January 11th is Religious Freedom Sunday in churches across America. Please
educate yourself and those around you about America’s religious freedom,
unique to the world, and now under attack— www.Cffor.org.

January 4, 2015
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EL MINISTERIO HISPANO
El grupo de oración “Jesús es el camino la verdad y la vida”. Te invita a alabar y glorificar a DIOS todos los jueves
a las 7:00 PM en la cafetería. Comenzando con el Santo Rosario. Únete a nosotros en oración, Alabanzas y reflexión de la palabra de DIOS.
Todos los martes llevamos el Santo Rosario a los hogares para orar en familia. Lleva la bendición a tu casa. Interesados favor llamar a Virginia Constantino al (631) 957-1149.
El sacramento del bautizo. Las ceremonias bautismales se llevan a cabo cada segundo y cuarto domingo del mes.
Los padres que necesiten bautizar a sus hijos deben atender alas sección de charlas, estas charlas son cada primer
y tercer lunes del mes.
Para más información sobre los sacramentos del bautizo matrimonio y servicio pastorales. Unción de los enfermos y la Eucaristía, Contacto Padre Juan Sureau - 631.226-7725 x. 224 o email: jsureau@oloph.org or en español,
Irma González 631 620-2401 o correo electrónico: lanegra628@yahoo.com.

Preparándonos para el domingo 4 de enero

La epifanía del Señor

Primera Lectura (Isaías 60,1-6): El Pueblo de Dios, una Luz para Todos. En una visión, el profeta
Isaías ve un inmenso número de pueblos, acudiendo en tropel desde cualquier parte del mundo hacia la
luz de Dios.
Segunda Lectura (Efesios 3,2-3ª.5-6): Todas las Naciones, Llamadas en Cristo. Jesucristo vino para
unir a todos: Todos los pueblos, sin discriminación alguna, están llamados a unirse al pueblo de Dios.
Evangelio (Mateo 2,1-12): “Seguimos su Estrella”. Los judíos que están familiarizados con las promesas de Dios no siguen a Jesús; los poderosos de Palestina le temen. Pero los que vienen de lejos buscando
al Salvador, le encuentran y le reconocen. Dios acepta a todos con sus propios talentos y potencialidades.
La celebración de Epifanía, que significa “manifestación”, es para nosotros como una segunda Navidad. Este
relato “la navidad del alma” el nacimiento del que cree en Dios y de Dios en el creyente. Es una generación gradual.
En cinco momentos el considerar seguir la inteligencia que abre para seguir la propia estrella, la Escritura que revela a
aquel a quien deseamos, la alegría del corazón que muestra donde está la adoración y en fin la entrega de sí mismo.
Después de leer las lecturas del próximo Domingo, tome un momento para reflexionar. De qué manera usted y
los suyos pueden incorporarse al pueblo de Dios el no desprecia a nadie no importa cuál sea nuestra condición. Si
sabe ingles incorpórese en los muchos ministerios de la Iglesia. Si habla solo español reúnase con nosotros.

DIOCESAN AND COMMUNITY NEWS!


Magnificat - A Ministry to Catholic Women invites
you to attend our next Breakfast on Saturday, January 24th from 10 AM to 1:00 PM at The Hofstra
University Club on the campus of Hofstra University. Our speaker, Bernadette Gorycki, will share
her testimony of how God set her free from paralyzing fear and mental anguish. Reservations must
be received by January 17th; $32.00 per person. Make check payable to: Magnificat, and mail
to: Judy Murphy, 42 Pinehurst Street, Lido Beach,
NY 11561 (Tel: 917-453-5750).

RELIGIOUS GOODS GIFT SHOP
AVAILABLE AT OLPH
A Gift Shop with religious goods is available
at OLPH. The shop is open Sunday mornings
starting after the 9:30 a.m. Mass and will remain open until 2:00 p.m. Stop by and browse
and shop for those religious items you have
been looking for! The gift shop is accessible off
of the small parking lot on High Street between
the rectory and the school.
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PRAYING FOR AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER
WE REMEMBER

WE BELIEVE

We remember those who have died in our parish
community this week:

Almighty and Eternal God,
You are the everlasting health of those
who believe in You.
Hear us for Your servants
for whom we implore the aid of Your tender mercy,
that being restored to bodily health,
they may give thanks to You in Your Church.
Through Christ our Lord.
We pray for the sick of our parish…

Francesco Sorce
Aurea Cruz
Edna Kobe
“O God, who through the ending of present things open up
the beginning of things to come, grant, we pray, that the soul
of your servant may be led to you to attain the inheritance of
eternal redemption.”

MASS MEMORIALS
A beautiful way to remember a loved one! Memorials
used during the Masses for week of Jan. 4-10:

Altar Bread &
Wine
In Memory of
Genevieve Mitchell
Requested by
The Becker Family
Please contact the Parish Office at 631.226.7725 for
other options for memorials.

WE CELEBRATE
God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has freed you from
sin, given you a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and
welcomed you into his holy people.

-Rite of Baptism

Nicholas Donnie Chiarenza
Aidan Dennis Eddy
We welcome the newest
members of the Catholic
community here at OLPH!

Peggy Curran
Marjorie Hildemann
Theresa Caltabiano
Josephine Senatore
Frank Raffanilli
Fran Brosan
Jane Petti
Vincenzo Rao
Joan Coffee
Roberta Chaplin
Paddy Grasso

If a family member or close friend is ill, please let us
know so our community can pray for them. To have
your name or the name of a loved one listed in our
parish bulletin, please call the parish office at
631.226.7725, x. 200.

BRINGING
FORWARD THE
OFFERINGS OF
BREAD AND WINE
If the announced intention at
Mass is for your intention, or if you have memorialized the bread and wine, and you would like to
carry those offerings forward at the Presentation
of the Gifts during Mass, please be sure to let the
ushers know this before the Mass begins. They
will be happy to have you do this. If no one steps
forward to specifically request this, then they will
select people from the assembly.
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK
MONDAY, January 5—
Saint John Neumann, Bishop
6:30
12:15
7:00

Vincent A. Maddaloni
Giovanna Germinario
Novena

TUESDAY, January 6—
Christmas Weekday
(Saint André Bessette, Religious)

6:30
12:15

Thomas Butler
Anne Vogel

WEDNESDAY, January 7—
Christmas Weekday
(Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest)

6:30

Arlene Varley

12:15
12:452:00

Lena Bohm
Exposition

THURSDAY, January 8—

Christmas Weekday
6:30
12:30

Johnny Olmstead
John Tedesco & Joseph Lopez

FRIDAY, January 9—
Christmas Weekday
6:30
12:15

Lenore Kennedy
Franciszek Wegrzynowski

SATURDAY, January 10—
Christmas Weekday
8:00

Lenore Kennedy

MEETINGS FOR THE WEEK
4:00 PM
4:30 PM
6:00 PM
7:15 PM
4:00 PM
4:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:45 PM
8:00 PM
12:45 –
1:50 PM
2:30 PM
5:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
4:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:15 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
8:00 PM
9:00 AM
7:00 PM
8:00 PM

Vigil for
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

5:00

Anthony Martinelli

Sunday, January 11
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

6:30

Christina Rose Renna

8:00

Holy Name Society

9:30

Lena Bohm
For the People of the Parish
Rev. Robert Milanja
Kevin Foley

11:00
12:30
5:00
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Monday, January 5
CYO Cheerleading
First Penance Rehearsal Session 1
First Penance Rehearsal Session 2
Level 8 Religious Ed. Classes
Tuesday, January 6
CYO—Cheerleading
First Penance
Teen Confirmation Class
Middle Ages
Reader Skills Enrichment
Middle School Youth Ministry
Community of Praise
Alcoholics Anonymous
Wednesday, January 7
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Daytime Prayer
Legion of Mary
Level 6 Religious Ed. Classes
Level 7 Religious Ed. Classes
Boy Scouts
Homeless Van Ministry Meeting
Thursday, January 8
Youth Choir Rehearsal
Widows & Widowers
Spanish Prayer Group
K of C Bingo
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Family Life Meeting
Narcotics Anonymous
Friday, January 9
OLPH Home School Group
Holy Name Society
Alcoholics AnonymousYoung People

9:30 AM
12:30PM

Saturday, January 10
Levels 1-5 Religious Ed. Classes
CYO Basketball
Reader Skills Enrichment
Evening Prayer
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sunday, January 11
RCIC
RCIA

1:30 PM
6:00 PM
6:15 PM
8:00 PM

CYO—Basketball
Youth Ministry - High School
Evening Prayer
Alcoholics Anonymous

8:00 AM
1:30 PM
1:30 PM
6:15 PM
8:00 PM

Auditorium
Church
Church
School
Auditorium
Church
Room 4
Room 24
Church
Auditorium
Room 16
Cafeteria
Church
Church
Room 24
School
School
Cafeteria
Science
Room 16
Room 16
Cafeteria
Auditorium
Church
St. Mark
Room 24
Rms. 1, 2,
Auditorium
Room 24

School
Auditorium
Church
Church
Cafeteria
Church
Church/
Room 16
Auditorium
Auditorium
Church
Cafeteria
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SERVING AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Parish Office: 631.226.7725
Religious Education: 631.226.2384
St. Vincent de Paul (Parish Outreach) :
631.226.7725 X 234
Parish Website:
www.olphlindenhurst.org
Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Baptism ceremonies are held on the second and
fourth Sundays of the month. Parents wishing to
have a child baptized must attend a baptism preparation session before the baptism; these sessions
are held on the first and third Thursdays of the
month excluding holidays. Contact the Parish Office to begin the process of having your child baptized.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
& ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as
well as those in danger of death, should receive the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please call
the Parish Office and ask for one of our priests.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have been
baptized in another Christian faith and wish to become Catholic, or who have been baptized Catholic and wish to be confirmed and receive Holy
Communion, are invited to join the process of the
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Please contact Deacon Doug or Fr. John at the Parish Office
to begin the process.
ADULT CONFIRMATION
Adults who have been baptized Catholic and who
have received Holy Communion but who still
need the Sacrament of Confirmation should enroll
in our Adult Confirmation Classes. Please contact
Deacon Doug or Fr. John at the Parish Office.
THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Please contact the Parish Office at least SIX
MONTHS before the desired date of your wedding.

YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL
Jean Bjork
Tricia Buckley (Chair)
Lori Byron
Marie Foster
Greg Guido
Sonia Hansen
John Keller
Mary Mullan
Kevin Sabella
Christina Taparata
James Totino
Pete Triolo
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Please feel free to speak to any member of the Pastoral
Council with any questions you might have.
YOUR PARISH TRUSTEES
Robert Dobres
John Reynolds
YOUR PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE
David Barrett
Deacon Tom Bast
Gerry Chille (Chair)
Ed Cirella
Meg Danaher, CFP®, CLU®
Bob Dobres
Bob Meade
John Reynolds
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Please feel free to speak to any member of the Finance
Committee with any questions you might have.
YOUR PARISH LITURGY COMMITTEE
Robert Becker
Mark Costantino
Barbara McPhail
Rosaleen Walters
Mike Williams
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Chris Ferraro
Deacon Doug Smith
Fr. John Sureau
Alice Vozzo
Please feel free to speak to any member of the Liturgy
Committee with any questions you might have.
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OFFERING UPDATE

Parish Life and Ministry

Dec. 27/28, 2014
Mass Time

5:00 P.M.

Weekly
Collection

# of
Envelopes

Attendance

$3,786.00

171

388

6:30 A.M.

1,009.00

37

95

8:00 A.M.

2,019.00

84

212

9:30 A.M.

1,871.00

87

302

11:00 A.M.

2,165.00

105

398

12:30 P.M.

2,228.00

100

392

5:00 P.M.

1,447.50

36

256

Total coin:
Mail-ins:
Children’s env.
Faith Direct

32.36

14

$18,643.46

634

2,043

2013 TOTAL

$17,004.25

596

1,920

Poor Box

Friday, Jan. 9—
7:00 PM in the Auditorium
Awards Ceremony for the Christmas
Poster Contest
All are welcome!
Sunday, Jan. 11—
8:00 AM Mass followed by Little Christmas Breakfast Party
at the Lindenhurst Diner.

3,163.78

TOTAL

Candles

HOLY NAME SOCIETY

Are you watching…
INSIGHT?

885.32
36.50
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$2,421.45
$648.90

Final totals for the Christmas collection
are still being tabulated. A listing will
appear in an upcoming edition of the
bulletin.
REMINDER
ALL 2014 pledges for
the Catholic Ministries Appeal
must be paid by
January 31st, 2015
to ensure that OLPH receives
the benefit of the rebate.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Msgr. Joe’s television show INSIGHT, which he
co-hosts with Bishop Robert Brennan and Bishop
Nelson Pérez, can be seen airing weekly on Telecare, channel 29 on Cablevision, on these days:

Mondays at 10:00 pm
Wednesdays at 10:00 am
Thursdays at 8:30 pm
Fridays at 9:00 pm
Saturdays at 10:00 pm

CLEANLINESS…
NEXT TO GODLINESS!
Help us to keep our church looking neat. Please
be sure to return your hymn books to the rack in
the pew, and please place the card with the Mass
responses in the rack behind the book. Thank
you.
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PREPARING FOR
Sunday, January 11, 2015
The Baptism of the Lord
“Thus says the LORD:
Here is my servant whom I uphold,
my chosen one with whom I am pleased…”

Isaiah 42:1
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 (alternate reading Isaiah 55:1-11)
The promises made by God about His servant and his ministry are so
wonderful, it seems necessary to state the credentials of the One making the promise. First look up, because He created the heavens and
stretched them out. Then look down, because He spread forth the earth
and its produce. Finally, look all around and see the evidence of God’s
spirit in everything that lives and moves and has its being (cf Acts
17:28). The God who has done such great things can surely then fulfill
all of these promises. The particular virtue and authority the servant
possesses also make it clear that the One He serves and represents is no
ordinary master.
Acts 10:34-38 (alternate reading 1 John 5:1-9)

Peter explains to the gentiles that God’s choice of Israel as His people
does not mean He has withheld His favor from the other nations. The
obedience of faith in God’s revelation is all that is necessary for anyone
to please Him.
Mark 1:7-11
In the Baptism of the Lord, we realize why Jesus has been born into the
world: not to live an ordinary life in obscurity, but to perform the singular mission given Him by the Father with the power of the Holy Spirit.

Readings for the Week
Take time each day to read the daily readings of the Church.
Monday, January 5, 2015:
1 John 3:22—4:6
+ Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday, January 6, 2015:
1 John 4:7-10 + Mark 6:34-44
Wednesday, January 7, 2015:
1 John 4:11-18 + Mark 6:45-52
Thursday, January 8, 2015:
1 John 4:19—5:4 + Luke 4:14-22a

Friday, January 9, 2015:
1 John 5:5-13 + Luke 5:12-16
Saturday, January 10, 2015:
1 John 5:14-21 + John 3:22-30
Sunday, January 11, 2015:
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7
+ Acts 10:34-38
+ Mark 1:7-11

Gospel Reflection
Questions….
After reading next Sunday’s
Gospel (Mark 1) take some time
to pray on it before you come to
Mass. Use the questions below to
aid your reflection.
1. John the Baptist was a
middleman. He pointed back
to Isaiah and forward to Jesus, connecting the whole
plan. What or who are the
“middlemen” who connect
you with God? In what way
are you a middleman?
2. John saw “the heavens being torn open and the Spirit,
like a dove, descending upon
him.” Compare and contrast
this baptism scene with the
Spirit hovering over the waters in Genesis 1:1. Does the
Spirit ever “tear open” the
barriers you create in order to
tell you things? Explain.
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