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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
210 South Wellwood Avenue + Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +
Telephone: 631-226-7725 + Fax: 631-225-9597 +
www.olphlindenhurst.org + Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help

“I will raise up for them a prophet like
you from among their kin,and will put
my words into his mouth…”
Deuteronomy 18:18

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
February 1, 2015
PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco
Parochial Vicars: Rev. Ethel Anarado + Rev. John Sureau
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Msgr. Daniel S. Hamilton
Deacons: Deacon Frank A. Odin + Deacon William Crosby + Deacon Douglas G. Smith
Business Manager: Deacon Thomas J. Bast
Coordinator of Faith Formation: April Kleinlaut
Music Director: Christopher Ferraro

COME IN AND PRAY…

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Our church is open 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. seven
days a week, except for Thursdays when it closes
after the 12:15 p.m. Mass for cleaning.
Come in and spend some time in prayer.

Monday – Friday following the 12:15 p.m. Mass.
Saturday: 4:00 to 4:45 p.m.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available by
making an appointment with one of our priests.

MASS SCHEDULE

OLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONS

Monday – Friday
6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses: 6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,
11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m. & 5:00 p.m.

Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Church
(unless otherwise announced)

HOLY DAY MASS SCHEDULE
Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
Holy Day: 6:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

LITURGY OF THE HOURS
We pray Evening Prayer each Saturday and Sunday
after the 5 p.m. Mass.
We pray Daytime Prayer each Wednesday
at 1:50 p.m.

ADORATION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT
Monday Evening: after OLPH Novena Devotions
Wednesday: 12:45 to 2:00 p.m.
First Sunday: 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.
First Saturday: 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
210 S. Wellwood Avenue, Lindenhurst
Monday- Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
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We Are One Family
Christa is one of hundreds of people with special needs
who are helped by the Office of Faith Formation. Their
Special Needs Ministry fosters the inclusion of persons
with disabilities in parish life by promoting better understanding, advocacy and accessibility.
They work to help each and every person recognize their
individual faith potential, while encouraging and creating
religious and social activities designed for people with
disabilities.
Christa shared what it means for her to be included in
the celebration of the Mass.
“At Mass I am an

“We are created in his image and
each of us, whatever our abilities
or disabilities, reflects something
of God’s glory.”
-Pope Francis

altar server and I carry the cross. I
also attend the dinner dances. I feel so special to be
here with everyone!”
- Christa participating at a Special Needs Mass celebration at St. Frances de Chantal, Wantagh

2015 CMA GOAL

$108, 400

Pledge: $__________ Down Payment: $__________ Balance: $__________
Parish:_______________________________________
Name: ________________________ ___________ ___
Address:
______________________ City, State, Zip: ____________________
Phone:___________________ E-mail _______________________@_________
Donor Signature: ___________________________________
Date_____________
Place in weekly collection basket, drop off at the Parish Office or
Visit www.drvc.org/cma to make your donation.
Make Checks Payable to: Catholic Ministries Appeal
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THE PASTOR’S PAGE
Catholic Ministries Appeal
We continue to launch our participation in the
2015 Catholic Ministries Appeal (“CMA”) with the
showing of the CMA video this weekend at all the
Masses. I thank you for your patience and courtesy
in viewing the video; all Pastors are encouraged to
show the video, and I think it does provide important background information about the good
work accomplished, and ministries supported, by the
CMA funds.
I wish to emphasize again the importance of your
participation in the Appeal. As I outlined last week
in my homily, our contribution to the Appeal is an
expression of our faith and our belonging to the
body of Christ that is the diocesan Church. We are
supporting the work of the Catholic Church all
through Nassau and Suffolk Counties as over
600,000 people benefit from the work and presence
of the Church in so many different ways. Along with
that, you are supporting OLPH by supporting the
Appeal because we share in rebate money when we
reach our goal, and in even more rebate money
when we exceed our goal. You know how important
that income is to us; we are really counting on it.
As I mentioned last week, in the months ahead
we will be making a strong effort to increase the
number of families who contribute to the Appeal.
Last year we had 648 pledges/donations out of a
registered 5,850 families. I’m confident we can get
that number up, so families who have not yet given
to the Appeal will be contacted sometime in the upcoming months, asking for their participation. Please
be gracious and courteous if and when you are contacted.
I give to the Appeal because I believe it is important and worthwhile, and I hope you will too.
Meeting Regarding the Wellwood Avenue Entrance Project
You will recall that when I gave my Pastor’s
“State of the Parish” Report back in the Fall, I mentioned a project we were considering embarking upon, that of refurbishing our main entrance on Wellwood Avenue, so as to eliminate the two steps. Even
though there are only two steps, these prove to be a
great problem for people with mobility issues, and
also when family members carry the coffin into
church at funerals. We have a plan for a very simple
refurbishing of the Wellwood Avenue entrance to
make it more accessible that will also serve to greatly

enhance the beauty of the front of the church, creating a lovely plaza-like effect. We will be holding a
meeting on Tuesday evening, February 10 at 7:30
p.m. in the church, as announced elsewhere in this
bulletin. At this meeting Deacon Tom, our Business
Manager, and I will present the details and we will
get a sense if we are willing to commit to this project. I urge all interested parishioners to attend. A
number of parishioners have mentioned to me different ways they would be able to provide assistance
with this project; well, those of you who have spoken to me: now is the time to come forward! Please
come to the meeting to share your thoughts and
your expertise as we begin to put things together.
BINGO!
There was a time when BINGO was almost synonymous with Catholicism; it seemed that no selfrespecting Catholic parish could be without this fun
game! Here in Lindenhurst, our parish Knights of
Columbus Council has a long history of running
BINGO games in their Council Hall. However, as
you are probably aware, the Knights have just recently sold their hall.
I am extremely pleased, however, that the
Knights are continuing to run BINGO right here on
the grounds of OLPH! That’s right! Every Thursday
night they hold BINGO right here in our OLPH auditorium, and I would like to encourage YOU to
attend for a fun evening…you might even win a little
money!
It’s time for a little “true confession” on my part:
I grew up playing BINGO, and I have a special
place in my heart for it (I’m thrilled that we now
have it on parish grounds). You see, my parents
were avid BINGO players and would often play at
our home parish of St. Brigid’s in Westbury, at Our
Lady of Grace in West Babylon and at St. John the
Baptist High School in West Islip (the latter two because they often played with my aunt and uncle who
lived in West Babylon). Ahhh, those were the days! I
have very fond memories of playing BINGO with
my mom and dad and aunt and uncle. Of course,
those were also the days when everyone could
smoke at BINGO! Ahhh! The “good old days” of the
1960’s and 1970’s when children grew up inhaling carcinogens from second-hand smoke!
Enough of my reveries! My purpose in mentioning BINGO, as I stated, is to encourage you to attend and to play. This is a great way to support both
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the Knights of Columbus and OLPH parish at the
same time, since both the Council and the parish
will benefit financially from a successful BINGO
program…program, as will you, if you win! It’s a
fun, inexpensive night out. Come down with a
group of friends and make a night of it. Snacks are
available, too. We’d love to see you! Help us to
make BINGO a huge success to benefit the Knights
and OLPH!
“Little Black Books” will be available next weekend
I know it’s hard to believe, but Lent is right
around the corner, beginning on February 18 with
Ash Wednesday. Because Lent is such an important
time of conversion and renewal, it is something we
should really prepare to embark upon, so it’s not too
soon to begin to think and pray about how you will
make this a significant Lent for yourself this year.
One aspect of your Lenten spiritual practice can
be the use of the Little Black Book. This book continues the “Little Book” series that we have been using
during Advent/Christmas, Lent and Easter Time in
the recent past. These books have been received with
an overwhelming positive response — you really
love them and use them, according to the feedback I
have received — and so we are happy to present the
Little Black Book for Lent 2015. This is a new version
for this year, and the books will be available on the
pew ledges beginning next weekend, February 7-8.
Since the reflections begin with February 15, with
some pre-Lent reflections, we wanted you to have
the book in time to begin on that date.
I hope you once again enjoy using this book and
that you find it spiritually fulfilling and renewing as
you journey through the days of Lent this year.

of Winter Storm Juno, or, as I’m sure we’ll remember it and recount it to the next generation, “The
Blizzard of ’15.” Predictions right now are still for us
to receive 20-30 inches of snow. Hmmm…30 inches
is about half as high as I am…if the drifts accumulate as they are predicting, maybe the next time you
come to church you could check inside some of the
big piles of snow and make sure I’m not under one
of them…
This week we dealt with the inconvenience of
having to cancel parish activities and essentially
closing the parish, except for weekday Masses, Monday afternoon and evening and all day and evening
Tuesday and Wednesday, and our great maintenance crew made all the preparations they could.
Anyone who knows me knows how much I hate
winter and especially hate snow — and really hate
so much of it! — but, to contradict myself somewhat, I also have to admit that it’s nice at least once
to have a “snow day” when life stops and when we
can catch our breath…ONCE! Let’s not push it! I
am thankful that the blizzard hit mid-week so it did
not affect our weekend Masses at all.
I hope that by the time you read this your life is
pretty much back to normal. My prayer at this time,
and an intention I am praying for at Mass this week,
is for the health and safety of everyone in Lindenhurst during this drastic weather.
In conclusion…
Together, let’s aim high in Christ. Together, let’s
bring out the best in each other. Together, let’s be
the best we can be in Christ.
And let’s always remember: LOVE IS A GIFT.
Sincerely,

The Blizzard of ’15!
As I write this column we are just at the threshold

MEETING CONCERNING THE WELLWOOD AVENUE CHURCH ENTRANCE
On Tuesday evening, February 10, a meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m. in the
church to discuss the Wellwood Avenue Entrance Project that Msgr. Joe mentioned to the
parish some months ago. At this meeting, Msgr. Joe will present an overview of the project to make the Wellwood Avenue entrance both handicap accessible and more beautiful,
and he and Deacon Tom Bast, who will be the Project Manager, will receive feedback and
answer questions. As a result of the discussion and feedback at this meeting, a determination will be made as to the feasibility of the project. All parishioners are invited. In particular, those who have mentioned to Msgr. Joe that they may be able to provide assistance
with the project should especially make every effort to attend. We look forward to seeing
you Tuesday, February 10 at 7:30 p.m. in the church.
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FAMILY LIFE MINISTRY

MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION
from Holy Hour to Happy Hour to Holy Hour
Come join us for a family
evening of prayer and fun concluding with the burning of
palms as we begin our Lenten
journey by strengthening our
relationship with God!

Tuesday, February 17
5:45 p.m. — Church
Cost: $20.00 per family
or $5.00 per person
Please bring a covered dish to be shared with
your family and a few others!
You may drop off your dish
as you enter the church.

Music, games, 50/50, Live DJ
and more!
MARDI GRAS REPLY FORM
First & Last Name:____________________________________________________________________
____ #of adults
_____# of children & ages__________________________
Telephone number:___________________ Email Address:______________________@___________
Amount enclosed: cash ___________ check_________ Make checks payable: OLPH
Covered dish______________________________________

Please return to OLPH Rectory or in the collection basket
NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, February 15th.

All donations accepted.
Any questions or ticket information contact:
Deirdre Strigaro 631.225-0928 or familylife@oloph.org
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CHRISTIAN INITATION
Our parish community is working hard to welcome and form those who are seeking
baptism and those desiring to become part of the Catholic Church from other Christian faiths.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF
CHILDREN
When children reach the age of reason and are of a catechetical age, they, like adults responding to God’s call to
become part of the Church, require a process of conversion “that is personal and somewhat developed, in proportion to their age, and the assistance of the education
they need.” (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 253).
Our parish’s catechumens—Jasmin Aguilar, Joshua
Aguilar and Jennifer Feeley— are actively preparing for
the sacraments of Initation at the Easter Vigil. Now as
Pictured (l to r): Catechists Joanne Domanico and
catechumens they “are part of the household of Christ, Rebecca Rama, Joshua Aguilar, Jazmin Aguilar and
since the Church nourishes them with the word of God Jennifer Feeley.
and sustains them by means of liturgical celebrations” (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, 47).
Each week, they are dismissed after the Homily to break open God’s Word and grow closer to the Lord.
Please continue to pray for them in these weeks as they prepare for the Rite of Election on Sunday, February 22, 2015. (More about this in an upcoming edition of the bulletin!)

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS
Our parish is blessed by the presence of Christina Lamont and Alice White who are seeking full initation in the Roman Catholic
church from other Christian faiths. Therefore, “their conversion is
based on the baptism they have already received, the effects of
which they must develop” (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 402).

Over the past year and a half, Alice and Christina have been dismissed each Sunday to further reflect on God’s word, led by Rita
Pictured (l to r): Rita Pugh, Christina Pugh, Peter Tapinis and Joan Woelfel. In addition, they meet with
Lamont, Alice White, Pete Tapinis and catechists from our parish community to learn more about the CathJoan Woelfel.
olic faith and how they may become engaged members of the
church community.
Please continue to pray for them as they are preparing for the Call to Continuing Conversion on Sunday, March 1, 2015. (More about this in an upcoming edition of the bulletin!)

What
about you?

Are you or someone you know desiring to become Catholic? If so, let us know so we
can help you. Contact Fr. John or Deacon Doug at 631.226.7725.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION

INTRODUCTION TO CHURCH
Come to learn more about how the Church “works” through a study of its history,
structure and function. Through teaching and discussion learn more about…
How did the Church get to look the way she does?
What happened at Vatican II and why is it such a big deal?
Is our ancient Church relevant to the 21st century?

Instructor: Father Alfred
5 Tuesday Nights
February 24, March 3, 10, 24 and 31
Time: 7:30—9:30 P.M.
Place: Room 24, OLPH School
Sign me up for ECCLESIOLOGY
Name__________________________________________________________________________
Phone #________________________________________________________________________
E-mail ___________________________________________@____________________________

Check the bulletin each week for more information
about upcoming Adult Faith Formation
classes, including…

LIVING OUT LENT!

Let’s live out the season of Lent more fully by understanding the liturgy’s prayers, readings and texts.
Instructor: Christopher Ferraro
Tuesday, February 24, 2015 - 1:00 P.M.—Church
OR
Wednesday, February 25, 2015
7:30 P.M.—Room 24

INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY
This course covers a basic understanding of the study of
the Church’s theology of liturgy. The course will also
cover a basic understanding of the Liturgical Year, and
will include an examination and discussion of key points
from Vatican II’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy.
Instructor: Msgr. Joe
5 Thursdays—April 9 through May 7;
7:30—9:30 P.M.

ADULT CONFIRMATION
Soon we will be beginning classes in preparation
for the Sacrament of Confirmation. If you are
an adult who is baptized and has received first
Holy Communion but has not been confirmed,
please let us know.
Classes will begin in the next few weeks!
For more information, contact Fr. John at
631.226.7725 or e-mail to jsureau@oloph.org.
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GETTING READY FOR LENT 2015
BRING PALMS TO BE BURNED FOR USE AS ASHES
We are all familiar with the practice of receiving ashes on Ash Wednesday,
which this year is February 18, 2015. The ashes are a sign of the public penance
to which we are all called during the Lenten season. As we promise to repent and
believe in the Gospel, the ashes brand us with the sign of the cross — a sign of
our commitment to the journey of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, a journey
which ends with the new life of baptism and baptismal renewal during the Easter
season. Penitential acts are undertaken as a community, as together we journey to
the cross and resurrection.
What you may not know is where the ashes come from. Very simply, the
ashes used on Ash Wednesday are the ashes from palms saved from Palm Sunday the previous year, which have
been burned.
This year we once again invite you to share in our communal celebration of Ash Wednesday in a special
way. We ask you to bring old palms from your home and deposit them in the baskets which will be available.
These palms will then be burned at our Mardi Gras celebration on February 17th and used as ashes on Ash
Wednesday, February 18th.
Please join in this meaningful gesture of community and solidarity as together we embark on our Lenten
disciplines.

PRAYER AND WORSHIP
SEWERS NEEDED!
Do you enjoy sewing and creating?
Is your sewing machine gathering dust?
We can use your creativity
and sewing skills!
We are in the process of adding fabric covers for our icons
and statues for Easter.
Please call Mary Abbondola
at 631.789.4945 or e-mail to
queenspike@optonline.net to find out more about
this upcoming project.

GLUTEN-FREE HOSTS
Gluten-free hosts are available for those with Celiac Disease who cannot receive Holy Communion using the usual
bread. If you need to receive Holy Communion
using a gluten-free host,
please stop in the sacristy before Mass to discuss
this with the priest. We will be happy to accommodate you.

BLESSING OF THROATS
This Tuesday, February 3rd
Memorial of St. Blaise,
Bishop and Martyr
Tuesday, February 3 is the Memorial of St.
Blaise, Bishop and Martyr. Saint Blaise was the
bishop of Sebaste in Armenia during the fourth
century, and it is believed that he was martyred in
a persecution in the early fourth century. His association with the healing of throats arose from a
legend that while he was in prison he cured a boy
who had a fish bone stuck in this throat. The practice of blessing throats with two crossed candles
seems to have arisen in the sixteenth century
when devotion to St. Blaise reached its peak.
Here at OLPH, we will
be blessing throats during the
two weekday Masses at 6:30
a.m. and at 12:15 p.m., as
the conclusion to the Universal Prayer (the Prayer of
the Faithful), as indicated in
the Book of Blessings.
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WORLD DAY FOR CONSECRATED LIFE

February 1, 2015
World Day for Consecrated Life

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Pope Francis has declared 2015 as the Year of Consecrated Life in the Universal Church. We
give thanks and honor the women and men in consecrated life who have served and are serving
here in our great Diocese of Rockville Centre.
The life of this local Church has been blessed through the mission and ministry of these dedicated women and men who are responding to God’s call to each of them to follow Jesus as vowed
religious. As religious, their commitment to a life of prayer, lived in community and expressed
through their ministry in the Church, witnesses to their response to God’s love for them. Their
vowed commitment to God and service to the Church is a gift for all of us.
As we move through this Year of Consecrated Life I invite each of you to take whatever opportunities are presented to say “thanks” to the religious who are here in our Diocese, to remember
them in your prayers and to pray that other generous young people respond to God’s call to join
them as religious sisters, brothers and priests.
I join my prayers with yours in thanksgiving for their lives of prayer and service and in petition that God will bless each of the religious who are part of our Diocese with gifts of grace, hope
and peace as they witness to God’s great love. I ask Mary, Mother of the Church, to continue to
inspire each of them as they live a life of “Yes” to God’s call.

Faithfully yours in Christ,

Bishop of Rockville Centre

PO Box 9023, Rockville Centre, New York 11571–9023 • telephone 516.678.5800 • fax 516.678.3138 • www.drvc.org
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OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION
located in the school building
Phone # 631.226.2384
E-mail: religioused@oloph.org
Coordinator: Mrs. April Kleinlaut
(acarbaugh@oloph.org)

OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY: 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
TUESDAY: 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY: 3:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M.
THURSDAY: 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
FRIDAY:
9:00 A.M. to 12 Noon
SATURDAY: 8:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.

REMINDERS

Class Schedule
Monday
7:15- 8:30pm— Class for Level 8
Wednesday
5:30- 6:30pm— Class for Level 6
7:30- 8:30pm— Class for Level 7
Saturday
8:30- 9:30 am Levels 1-5
10:00-11:00 am Levels 1-5
& Special Education
11:30-12:30 pm Levels 1-5

CHASTITY
All Level 6 and 7 students as well as Level 8 students in rooms 1, 2, 4, 16 and 18 will attend a chastity
presentation during their class time.
Morality is an important part of our Confirmation Program. Students in Levels 6, 7, and 8 will have
a presentation this week on Chastity. We are excited to have two guest speakers who will be presenting the basic principles to the students. Laura Giannuzzi, part of the Catholic Ministry Team, will be
presenting to the students in Levels 6 and 8. Maureen Brady and Nolan Reynolds, who are the leaders of REVEAL, will be presenting to the students in Level 7. Chastity is not just about the gift of
sexuality but the respect of one’s body and the respect of others. Today it is important to stress to
the students the importance of the dignity of the human person. In a culture that highlights human
dignity in a negative light, we must educate the students on how God intended us to use our bodies.

PARENT MEETING AND OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, February 7
Level 4 parents have a brief overview of the Sacraments of Healing led by Msgr. Joe. The parents
will participate in a small group discussion about sin and the effects on our relationship with God,
followed by time in your child’s classroom. You will remember, earlier in the school year, you had

FROM MONSIGNOR HAMILTON, PASTOR EMERITUS
Dear Parishioners: I have published a new book – Jousting W ith The New Y ork Times, 1961-2014:
Worldviews in Radical Conflict – comprised of letters I have written to The Times in that period, some published then, others here for the first time – taking issue with their religion-related editorials. Through my letters, an introductory essay and concluding essay for the whole I have sought to point out how a great newspaper was and is a principal promoter of relativism and secularism in our land. This paperback, 300 pages, $15,
is available at Createspace.com/5169783 or at Amazon.com/DB/0692352066 or at your favorite bookstore. It
will also be available at the OLPH Religious Goods Shop after the 9:30am Sunday Mass until 2:00pm, beginning Sunday February 8. All author’s royalties go to a tax exempt Catholic charitable foundation, the St.
John Fisher Fund. Thank you for your support.
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

January 20, 2015
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Catholic Schools Week will be celebrated around our nation from January 25 -31, 2015. Once again,
the theme for this year is Catholic Schools - Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service. This theme
truly captures the essence of Catholic schools. Our schools strive to build community, share faith, increase
our students’ knowledge and encourage them to give service. It has been my experience as I visit the Catholic schools in the Diocese of Rockville Centre that our administrators, teachers and parents are committed
to making sure that each student lives up to his or her potential to learn and to be formed in the Catholic
faith.
During my time as Bishop of the Diocese of Rockville Centre, I have been so impressed by the dedication to, interest in, and concern for each student that the administrators and teachers show each day. To
each of them I say thank you for all that you do to make our schools places where academic excellence is
expected of all and where the faith is taught, experienced and lived out on a daily basis.
Parents have a fundamental right and responsibility to make sure that their children are educated. All
parents, whether they choose independent, religious or public school for their children, bear additional expenses beyond what they pay in state and local taxes. As we see more and more, all schools need additional
revenue to offset the rising costs of educating our children today.
I continue to encourage you to go to the New York State Catholic Conference web site
(www.nyscatholic.org) and become a member of the Catholic Advocacy Network. We need to work together so that we can strengthen both public and non-public schools in the State of New York. Many of our
educational programs are needed to insure that all students meet and have the opportunity to exceed the
standards for 21st century learning and working.
Our Diocese has much to be proud of. Our Catholic elementary and high schools are wonderful examples of academic and spiritual excellence. Our schools are committed to always growing in faith and living
the Gospel. We invite you to come and see this for yourselves during Catholic Schools Week where you
will experience our Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service.
Yours sincerely in Christ,

Bishop of Rockville Centre

PO Box 9023, Rockville Centre, New York 11571–9023 • telephone 516.678.5800 • fax 516.678.3138 • www.drvc.org
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY














Catholics for the Freedom of Religion: Marie Foster—631.592.1509—ripalda@optonline.net
Driving Ministry: Maureen Russo—631.226.4182—princessmorge@optonline.net
Golden Age Society: Dolores Barone—631.957.3432
Hospital Visitors: Peter O’Neill—631-226-6340—oneillp@optonline.net
Middle Ages: Gail Tonnessen—631.957.1449—gtonness@optonline.net
New Mother’s Meal Ministry: Carol Stysiack—631.255 3506—carolstys@verizon.net
Nursing Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com
Respect Life Committee: Louise Perrotta—631.412.3831—louiseperrotta@optonline.net
St. Bernard League: The Consi Family—631.226.7725
St. Vincent de Paul Society: Deborah Deasy—631.226.7725, x. 234
Senior Moments/Spirituality: Fran Grasso—631.956.3003—sixfingers13@gmail.com
Special Needs Ministry: Fr. John Sureau—631.226.7725—jsureau@oloph.org
Widows/Widowers: Rita Gardell— 631.252.5494 & Denise Segreto—631.220.0888

NEW Food Pantry List!
CANNED FRUIT
COFFEE
SHELF STABLE MILK
SOUP WITH MEAT
JELLO & PUDDING
PASTA SAUCE
PORK & BEANS
TUNA
SHAMPOO & SOAP
PAPER TOWELS
Cut out this list and bring it with
you when you go shopping!

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Located in the “New” School Building
Use Parking Lot located on corner of
Gates & High Streets

631.226.7725 x. 234

The office is open:
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
9 A.M. —12 Noon
In the Gospel today we read that because Jesus
spoke with authority his reputation spread throughout
the surrounding region of Galilee. As his disciples, we
can also speak with authority when we put our faith into actions by helping the poor and suffering.
Have you considered answering the call to serve
the poor by joining the Society of St. Vincent de Paul?

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
and supporting those in need!
The OLPH Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is pleased to announce
that Memorial Cards are now available. These Memorial Cards are a wonderful way
to honor the dearly departed while benefitting the less fortunate in our community.
Your “Living Memorial” donation will assist OLPH St. Vincent de Paul volunteers
provide food, clothing, furniture, limited emergency financial assistance and offer information and referrals to social agencies.
The beautiful “Living Memorial” Card will be sent acknowledging your donation to the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul. Donation forms are available on the pew ledges, in the SVDP Food Pantry (9am –
12noon Monday, Wednesday & Friday) or at the Rectory.
For further information, please contact Janet Hume at the SVDP Office at 631-226-7725 x. 234.
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NEW MOTHER’S MEAL MINISTRY
In January, members of our New Mother’s Meal Ministry
assisted with the blessing for the newly baptized children in
our parish family. They hosted the reception held in the
Auditorium following the Mass! Special thanks to all the
members of this ministry who baked, hosted and served at
the reception.
The New Mother’s Meal Ministry is a a group of likeminded women who want to give a new Mom (and Dad) a
break by cooking and delivering a delicious meal to your
home. We keep the new family in our prayers.

Who is eligible? This is available for (Catholic) new mothers in OLPH Parish.
If you had a baby in the last few months and could use a
break, you may contact:
Carol Stysiack at 631-255-3506,
or e-mail carolstys@verizon.net
and put "Meal Ministry" in the subject line.

PRISON FAMILIES ANONYMOUS
“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me,
naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.”
Matthew 25:35-36
Prison Families Anonymous, a project of FEGS Health and Human Services System, welcomes anyone who now has, or ever had, a loved one involved in the juvenile or criminal justice system.
At meetings, we share our experience, strength and hope. Here we offer information and assistance in navigating the criminal justice system. We encourage members to exchange phone numbers and when possible to carpool
to upstate prisons.

The Prison Families Anonymous Support Group meets on the
2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month
starting at 7:30 P.M. at the
Community Presbyterian Church
1843 Deer Park Avenue + Deer Park, NY 11729
Northeast corner of Deer Park Avenue and Lake Ave
Parking lot entrance on Lake Ave - Use rear door closest to parking lot
and
st
1 Tuesday of every month starting at 7:30 PM at the
St. Anthony Hall across from St. Brigid’s Church
75 Post Avenue + Westbury, NY 11590
For more information, please contact: PFA at 631-943-0441
Email: pfa.longisland@gmail.com
Website: www.pfa-li.com
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY Happenings
DRIVING MINISTRY
Our Driving Ministry assists parishioners in need of a
ride to a doctor’s appointment or to another serious
appointment when needed. Over the past few months
we have been able to help many parishioners!
For more information, contact Maureen Russo at
631.226.4182— princessmoge@optonline.net.
Do you know how you can be a driving minister? Invite a neighbor, particularly someone you know who is homebound or cannot drive to come to Mass with you!

GOLDEN AGE SOCIETY
Meets every 1st & 3rd Thursday of the month,
12 Noon—3:00pm
Join us February 5, 2015
in Room 24 (NEW LOCATION!)
Everyone is welcome.
Any questions call President,
Dolores Barone 631-957-3432.

HOMELESS VAN MINISTRY
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
Thanks to all who have so generously donated to our
Homeless Van Ministry. We are overwhelmed with
clothes (a good thing)! Parishioners, each week, have
provided sandwiches and soup for those we serve.
Members of the community have overwhelmed us with
financial blessings allowing us to purchase some needed items.

How can you help?
Do you know a place where the homeless gather? A
good place for the Van Ministry to visit? If so, please
contact Fr. John at 631.226.7725 or e-mail to jsureau@oloph.org so we can add a stop our weekly run.
If you’re interested in offering your time to assist with
this ministry, please contact Denise Redfern at dredfern@oloph.org. Beginning in Lent, we will be ready
to welcome parishioners and ministries who are interested in making a van run.
If you would like to make a food (already prepared)
donation, please contact Regina Muir at
rmuir11@aol.com.

MIDDLE AGES
The next Middle Ages meeting will be held this
Tuesday, February 3rd at 7pm in Room 24 of the
“new” School, where centerpieces will be crafted
for the upcoming OLPH Mardi Gras Party.
For additional information contact: Gail
Tonnessen, 631-957-1449, gtonness@optonline.net.
The Middle Ages will be helping with set up and
hospitality at The OLPH Mardi Gras Party on
Tuesday, February 17th. For additional information contact: Gail Tonnessen, 631-957-1449,
gtonness@optonline.net.

SENIOR MOMENTS
Avail yourself, men and women, 55 years +,
of the opportunity to strengthen your relationship
with God and with our parish community.
Each time this group meets there will be times for formation, spiritual growth, friendship
and community building.
Our next meeting will take place

TUESDAY - February 10, 2015
9:00 A.M. - Room 24
(Park in the Gates Street Parking Lot)
New members are always welcome!

SPECIAL NEEDS MINISTRY

Mass for People with
Special Needs
SATURDAY, February 7th
4:00 P.M. Auditorium
All are welcome!
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YOUTH MINISTRY @ OLPH
High School & Middle School Youth Ministry:
Brittany Marie Evans (youth@oloph.org)
Youth Service Corps: Fr. John Sureau (jsureau@oloph.org)
Catholic Youth Organization: Mr. Dave Reid (dreid88@optonline.net)
CYO Website: www.leaguelineup.com/olphcyo
Boy Scouts: Mr. Al Damone (1203@optonline.net)
K of C Squires: Mr. Frank Nicosia (happynicosias@yahoo.com)

High School High Schoolers: Our next meeting is after the 5pm
Mass on Sunday February 8th. It's going to be a
fun night as we talk about Love...but not just the
mushy romantic kind. Be ready for obstacle courses, snacks, and fellowship. All 8th through 12th
graders are welcome!

Middle School Our next meeting is at 7:30 on
Friday February 6th.
All 6th - 8th graders are welcome.
Games, games, and more games!
Get ready for a great night!!

WORKERS FOR GOD’S KINGDOM
Last Sunday, members of our parish youth community helped with our Peanut Butter & Jelly Gang. They
made over 400 sandwiches that will benefit the Homeless Van Ministry here at OLPH as well as the Hospitality Too soup kitchen. Hospitality Too is a soup kitchen at St. Anne's in Brentwood that is open on Saturday mornings and helps the poor by providing food, clothing, religious items, and a hot meal. Wash-up kits
and sandwiches are given to the homeless members of the community to take with them and use throughout
the week. If you are interested in helping our next PB&J Gang please check the bulletin in April for our
dates! Special thanks to the Best Market in West Babylon for their donation of peanut butter and jelly.
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EL MINISTERIO HISPANO
El grupo de oración “Jesús es el camino la verdad y la vida”. Te invita a alabar y glorificar a DIOS todos los jueves a las 7:00 PM en la cafetería. Comenzando con el Santo Rosario. Únete a nosotros en
oración, Alabanzas y reflexión de la palabra de DIOS.
Todos los martes llevamos el Santo Rosario a los hogares para orar en familia. Lleva la bendición a tu
casa. Interesados favor llamar a Virginia Constantino al (631) 957-1149.
El sacramento del bautizo. Las ceremonias bautismales se llevan a cabo cada segundo y cuarto domingo del mes. Los padres que necesiten bautizar a sus hijos deben atender alas sección de charlas, estas
charlas son cada primer y tercer lunes del mes.
Para más información sobre los sacramentos del bautizo matrimonio y servicio pastorales. Unción de
los enfermos y la Eucaristía, Contacto Padre Juan Sureau - 631.226-7725 x. 224 o email: jsureau@oloph.org o en español, Irma González 631 620-2401 o correo electrónico: lanegra628@yahoo.com.

Preparándonos con reflexiones previas
para las lecturas del Domingo 8 de Febrero
Primera Lectura (Job 7,1-4. 6-7): Job Grita su Miseria a Dios. He aquí un hombre que, probado seriamente, grita a Dios su miseria y su soledad. Es un hombre de fe, pero lucha por conseguir una respuesta: ¿Por qué sufrir? Abecés no ay respuesta para el sufrimiento. Solo tenemos que confiar y tener la
certeza que nuestro salvador nunca nos abandonara.
Segunda Lectura (1 Corintios 9,16-19. 22-23): Con los Débiles Me Hice Débil. A causa de la Buena
Nueva de Cristo, Pablo se hizo todo para todos, incluso débil con los débiles.
Evangelio (Marcos 1,29-39): Jesús Curó a Muchos Que Sufrían. Jesús curó a muchos con una invitación a creer en él. Y el que cree recibe sanación, pero una bes sanados nos levantemos para servir a
otros como li hizo la suegra de Simón. Y dice la palabra que le llevaron muchos enfermos. Hoy es al
contrario muchas beses por nuestras dolamas no vamos a Jesús por eso siempre estamos enfermos.
Hoy se nos recuerda una vez más que hace mucho tiempo el mismísimo Hijo de Dios gritó su ansiedad
y su dolor: "Dios mío, Dios mío, ¿por qué me has abandonado?" Sabemos que el Señor nos ha hecho
para ser felices, y, sin embargo, nosotros también tenemos cruces que llevar. No siempre vemos la razón de nuestra miseria y nuestro sufrimiento. --- Vemos también cómo Jesús curaba a algunos enfermos, pero ¿qué eran éstos en medio de tantos otros no curados? Recordamos que la cruz llevó a Jesús a
la vida y a la resurrección. Nosotros expresamos hoy nuestra confianza y esperanza en un Salvador que sufrió con nosotros y por nosotros.
Oh Dios bondadoso: Cuando te gritamos nuestro dolor en nuestro cansancio,
y nuestra enfermedad, recuerda cómo tu Hijo también acudió a ti en su sufrimiento de muerte. No permitas que nos callemos por auto-compasión y fortalécenos en la convicción de que podemos encontrarte en nuestro dolor lo mismo que en nuestras alegrías, y de que tú siempre te preocupas por nosotros
por medio de aquél que nos mostró cuánto nos amaste, Jesucristo nuestro Señor.
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK
MONDAY, February 2—
The Presentation of the Lord
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MEETINGS FOR THE WEEK
8:00 AM
4:15 PM
7:00 PM
7:15 PM

Monday, February 2, 2015
Tender Gardens Pre-K
Altar Server Training
Novena
Level 8 Religious Education
Tender Gardens Pre-K

Rooms 13/14

Room 14
Church
Church
School

6:30

Susan Coppo

12:15

Robert Booth

7:00 AM

7:00

Devotions

7:00 PM

Wedding Rehearsal Ministry

St. Mark

7:00 PM

Teen Confirmation Class

Room 4

7:30 PM

Pastoral Council Meeting

St. Lucy

7:45 PM
8:00 PM
8:00 PM

Community of Praise Prayer Group
Vacation Bible Camp Planning
Alcoholics Anonymous
Wednesday, February 4, 2015

Room 15
St. Mark
Cafeteria

8:00 AM

Tender Gardens Pre-K

Room 14

12:45 PM
1:50 PM
2:30 PM
5:30 PM

Adoration
Daytime Prayer
Legion of Mary
Level 6 Religious Education

Church
Church
Room 24
School

7:30 PM

Level 7 Religious Education

School

7:30 PM

Boy Scouts
Thursday, February 5, 2015

Cafeteria

7:00 AM

Tender Gardens Pre-K

Room 13/14

Saint Agatha, Virgin & Martyr

12:00 PM

Golden Age Society

Room 16

6:30

Fred Hehline

1:30 PM

Church Cleaning

Church

12:30

Joseph Lopez & John Tedesco

4:00 PM

CYO Cheerleading

Auditorium

4:30 PM

Youth Choir Rehearsal

Room 16

7:00 PM

Respect Life Meeting

Room 21

7:00 PM

Spanish Prayer Group

Cafeteria

7:30 PM

K of C Bingo

Auditorium

7:30 PM

Adult Choir Rehearsal

Church

SATURDAY, February 7—
Weekday

7:30 PM

Baptismal Prep Class—Parents

Room 16

7:30 PM

Family Life Ministry

St. Mark Rm

8:00

8:00 PM

Narcotics Anonymous

Room 24

TUESDAY, February 3—
Weekday
(Saint Blaise, Bishop & Martyr; Saint Ansgar, Bishop)
6:30

Anne Coll

12:15

Richard Valela

WEDNESDAY, February 4—
Weekday
6:30

Annie Kay Hopkins

12:15
12:452:00

Concetta Perrotta
Exposition

THURSDAY, February 5—

FRIDAY, February 6—
Saint Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs
6:30

The Savastano Family

12:15

Marie Kaiser Ermish

Holy Souls in Purgatory

Vigil for
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Friday, February 6, 2015
8:00 AM

Tender Gardens Pre-K

Room 13/14

9:00 AM

OLPH Home School Group

Rooms 1 & 2

4:00

Special Needs Mass—Auditorium

7:30 PM

Catholics for Freedom of Religion

Room 16

5:00

Nancy (Betsy) Sirico

7:30 PM

Youth Ministry Middle School

Auditorium

8:00 PM

Alcoholics Anonymous (Young People)

Room 24

Sunday, February 8
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
6:30

Geraldine Dowling

8:00

Holy Name Society

9:30

Emilia Turkosz
Robert, Joan & Greg Kienle

11:00
12:30
5:00

Charles Martin Lang
For the People of the Parish

Saturday, February 7, 2015
8:30 AM

Levels 1 –5 Religious Education

School

1:30 PM
6:00 PM
8:00 PM
8:00 PM

Altar Server Training
Evening Prayer
Alcoholics Anonymous
Adoration/Holy Hour
Sunday, February 8, 2015

Church
Church
Cafeteria
Church

12:30 PM
1:30 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
8:00 PM

RCIA/RCIC
CYO Basketball
Youth Ministry High School
Evening Prayer
Alcoholics Anonymous

Church/
Auditorium
Auditorium
Church
Cafeteria
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PRAYING FOR AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER
BANNS OF MARRIAGE
Please pray for the following members of our parish
community preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony.
First Time:

Scott Reyes & Yadira Peralta

WE REMEMBER
We remember those who have died in our parish
community this week:

Antoinette Desronvil
Salvatore Favata
Tommaso Ferazzoli
“O God, who through the ending of present things open up
the beginning of things to come, grant, we pray, that the soul
of your servant may be led to you to attain the inheritance of
eternal redemption.”

MASS MEMORIALS...
...a beautiful way to remember a loved one!
Memorializing the altar bread and/or wine is
one way to do this.
A listing is included in this space
in the bulletin each week for any
memorials.
Please contact the Parish Office at
631.226.7725 for other options for
memorials.

WE BELIEVE
Almighty and Eternal God,
You are the everlasting health of those
who believe in You.
Hear us for Your servants
for whom we implore the aid of Your tender mercy,
that being restored to bodily health,
they may give thanks to You in Your Church.
Through Christ our Lord.
We pray for the sick of our parish…
Peggy Curran
Marjorie Hildemann
Theresa Caltabiano
Josephine Senatore
Frank Raffanilli
Fran Brosan
Jane Petti
Vincenzo Rao
Joan Coffee
Roberta Chaplin
Patricia Grasso
Vincent Treanor

Bernatte Sinnott
Richard Brosan
Margaret Girgenti
Robert Little
Kathy Bonarewicz
Barbara Brunsdorf
Salvatore Cicala
Julia Cicala
James Mahaney
Jose M. Cevallos
Thomas Curtin, Sr.

If a family member or close friend is ill, please let us
know so our community can pray for them. To have
your name or the name of a loved one listed in our
parish bulletin, please call the parish office at
631.226.7725, x. 200.

FIRST FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY DEVOTIONS
All are to come and pray with our parish community for First Friday, Saturday and Sunday devotions. not
First Sunday Devotions—Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament will take place tonight, February 1st, at 7:00 P.M. in the Church.
First Friday Devotions— in honor of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus - will be conducted Friday, February 6th after the 6:30 A.M. and 12:15 P.M. Masses.
First Saturday Devotions—in honor of Our Lady
of Fatima—will be conducted Saturday, February
7th beginning with the Rosary at 7:40am, Mass at

8am and continued devotion following Mass. A
continental breakfast will follow in the cafeteria.
Each month, all are invited to join the members
of the Nocturnal Adoration Society for Eucharistic Adoration. Adoration will be held on
SATURDAY, February 7th from 8 to 11 P.M.
Reflecting the diverse community present at
OLPH, each hour of the evening is celebrated in
different languages (Polish, English, then in Spanish). The evening concludes with Benediction at
11:00 P.M.
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SERVING AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Parish Office: 631.226.7725
Religious Education: 631.226.2384
St. Vincent de Paul (Parish Outreach) :
631.226.7725 X 234
Parish Website:
www.olphlindenhurst.org
Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Baptism ceremonies are held on the second and
fourth Sundays of the month. Parents wishing to
have a child baptized must attend a baptism preparation session before the baptism; these sessions
are held on the first and third Thursdays of the
month excluding holidays. Contact the Parish Office to begin the process of having your child baptized.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
& ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as
well as those in danger of death, should receive the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please call
the Parish Office and ask for one of our priests.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have been
baptized in another Christian faith and wish to become Catholic, or who have been baptized Catholic and wish to be confirmed and receive Holy
Communion, are invited to join the process of the
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Please contact Deacon Doug or Fr. John at the Parish Office
to begin the process.
ADULT CONFIRMATION
Adults who have been baptized Catholic and who
have received Holy Communion but who still
need the Sacrament of Confirmation should enroll
in our Adult Confirmation Classes. Please contact
Deacon Doug or Fr. John at the Parish Office.
THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Please contact the Parish Office at least SIX
MONTHS before the desired date of your wedding.

YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL
Jean Bjork
Tricia Buckley (Chair)
Lori Byron
Marie Foster
Greg Guido
Sonia Hansen
John Keller
Mary Mullan
Kevin Sabella
Christina Taparata
James Totino
Pete Triolo
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Please feel free to speak to any member of the Pastoral
Council with any questions you might have.
YOUR PARISH TRUSTEES
Robert Dobres
John Reynolds
YOUR PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE
David Barrett
Deacon Tom Bast
Gerry Chille (Chair)
Ed Cirella
Meg Danaher, CFP®, CLU®
Bob Dobres
Bob Meade
John Reynolds
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Please feel free to speak to any member of the Finance
Committee with any questions you might have.
YOUR PARISH LITURGY COMMITTEE
Robert Becker
Mark Costantino
Barbara McPhail
Rosaleen Walters
Mike Williams
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Chris Ferraro
Deacon Doug Smith
Fr. John Sureau
Alice Vozzo
Please feel free to speak to any member of the Liturgy
Committee with any questions you might have.
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OFFERING UPDATE
January 24/25, 2015
Mass Time

Attendance

# of
Envelopes

Weekly
Collection

5:00 P.M.

347

136

$3,348.00

6:30 A.M.

85

36

1,427.00

8:00 A.M.

204

73

1,717.00

9:30 A.M.

393

86

2,136.00

11:00 A.M.

420

116

2,538.00

12:30 P.M.

390

124

2,689.00

5:00 P.M.

224

31

1,275.50

Total coin:

39.42

Mail-ins:

390.00

Children’s Env.

21

100.04

Faith Direct

1,954.00

TOTAL

2,063

623

$17,613.96

2014 TOTAL

1,854

592

$15,705.42

Candles

$930.84

Poor Box

$277.72

OLPH FINANCE COMMITTEE
Dear Parishioners,
The OLPH Finance Committee wishes everyone
a Healthy and a Blessed 2015. Over the past 18
months we have placed some information about
Planned Giving in the Bulletin. We know that
Planned Giving has financially benefitted other
Parishes and we see it as an opportunity for
OLPH as well. At our last meeting the OLPH
Finance Committee discussed the importance of
offering our Parishioners more information on
Planed Giving and other related financial topics
that we all deal with over the course of time. We
are still working out the specific details but currently we are discussing setting up an Information
Session where a few different key topics are covered. Some of the topics being considered are Social Security, Estate Planning and Long Term
Care Planning. Our two sessions will take place
on Sunday, March 8th and Sunday, March 15th.
See next week’s bulletin for more information.
Respectfully,
The OLPH Finance Committee

CHRISTMAS 2014
Year

Collection

Attendance

2014

$72,481.27

3,704

2013

$73,328.35

3,849

2012

$74,736.60

3,755

Flowers 2014

$4,131.00

Flowers 2013

$3,740.00

As we move closer to April 15, 2015, many of us
are getting our forms and papers together for our
taxes. It might be a good time to consider enrolling in Faith Direct. This is a great way to ensure
your gifts of treasure to Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Parish are received even if you may be out of
town.

Flowers 2012

$3,595.00

2014 CONTRIBUTION TAX LETTERS

Please pick up an enrollment form from the parish
office today or enroll online
at www.faithdirect.net - our Church Code
is NY286.

Tax letters for the 2014 tax year will be prepared upon request only. Requests can be made
by calling the Rectory at 631-226-7725 X 200.
The Secretary will take your name, address &
envelope number. The letters will be sent out
only upon request.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Thank you in advance for your support and for using Faith Direct!
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PREPARING FOR
Sunday, February 8, 2015
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
He told them, “Let us go on to the nearby villages
that I may preach there also.
For this purpose have I come.”
-Mark 1:38
Job 7:1-4, 6-7
This excerpt from the Book of Job expresses the despair Job feels in the
midst of what seems to be his undeserved suffering. In our day, we continually ask, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” The answer
given to Job may or may not satisfy the reader. God allows pain for
good reasons, but He may never reveal those reasons. Yet, instead of
asking where God is in the midst of life’s pain, the Book of Job affirms
God’s control and asks us, “Where are we in our pain? Are we trusting
our Creator, even though we cannot understand our circumstances?”
1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23
Paul was specifically commissioned as an apostle when Jesus appeared
to him on the Damascus Road (Acts 26:12-18). Although some among
the Corinthian Christians did doubt Paul's standing as an apostle, they
shouldn't have. They had more reason than most to know Paul was a
genuine apostle, because they had seen his work up close. This makes
the doubt among the Corinthian Christians all the more ironic, and
Paul tries to make them aware of this irony.
Mark 1:29-39
Immediately after calling the disciples to follow Him, Jesus begins to
carry out the ministry He wishes to teach and will eventually pass on to
them: preaching and manifesting the good news through works of
healing and exorcism.

Readings for the Week
Take time each day to read the daily readings of the Church.
Monday, February 2, 2015:
Malachi 3:1-4 + Hebrews 2:14-18
+ Luke 2:22-40
Tuesday, February 3, 2015:
Hebrews 12:1-4 + Mark 5:21-43
Wednesday, February 4, 2015:
Hebrews 12:4-7, 11-15 + Mark 6:1-6
Thursday, February 5, 2015:
Hebrews 12:18-19, 21-24
+ Mark 6:7-13-25

Friday, February 6, 2015:
Hebrews 13:1-8+ Mark 6:14-29
Saturday, February 7, 2015:
Hebrews 13:15-17, 20-21
+ Mark 6:30-34

Sunday, February 8, 2015:
Job 7:1-4, 6-7
+ 1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23
+ Mark 1:29-39

Gospel Reflection
Questions….
After reading next Sunday’s
Gospel (Mark 1:29-39) take some
time to pray on it before you
come to Mass. Use the questions
below to aid your reflection.
1. Do you think the Gospel text was written to tell
people about Jesus the
miracle worker? Could the
miracles be confirmations
of Jesus’ message of salvation? What did he say was
the “purpose for which he
came?”
2. Jesus as a person used
every bit of energy he possessed to carry out his mission. Does “Rising very
early before dawn, he left
and went off to a deserted
place, where he prayed” fit
in with his tireless effort to
carry out his ministry?
How close are you to Jesus in using all your energy for some purpose?
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WITNESSES FOR GOD’S KINGDOM
On Thursday, January 22nd, members our parish community, led by our parish’s Respect Life Committee participated in the March for Life in Washington D.C. Back at OLPH, parishioners prayed
for the sanctity of human life during a Holy Hour that afternoon.
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