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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
210 South Wellwood Avenue + Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +
Telephone: 631-226-7725 + Fax: 631-225-9597 +
www.olphlindenhurst.org + Facebook: Our Lady of PA voice proclaims:*

Brothers and sisters:
Rejoice always.
Pray without ceasing.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-17

Third Sunday of Advent
December 14, 2014
PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco
Parochial Vicars: Rev. Ethel Anarado + Rev. John Sureau
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Msgr. Daniel S. Hamilton
Deacons: Deacon Frank A. Odin + Deacon William Crosby + Deacon Douglas G. Smith
Business Manager: Deacon Thomas J. Bast
Coordinator of Faith Formation: April Kleinlaut
Music Director: Christopher Ferraro

COME IN AND PRAY…

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Our church is open 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. seven
days a week, except for Thursdays when it closes
after the 12:15 p.m. Mass for cleaning.
Come in and spend some time in prayer.

Monday – Friday following the 12:15 p.m. Mass.
Saturday: 4:00 to 4:45 p.m.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available by
making an appointment with one of our priests.

MASS SCHEDULE

OLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONS

Monday – Friday
6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses: 6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,
11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m. & 5:00 p.m.

Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Church
(unless otherwise announced)

HOLY DAY MASS SCHEDULE
Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
Holy Day: 6:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

LITURGY OF THE HOURS
We pray Evening Prayer each Saturday and Sunday
after the 5 p.m. Mass.
We pray Daytime Prayer each Wednesday
at 1:50 p.m.

ADORATION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT
Monday Evening: after OLPH Novena Devotions
Wednesday: 12:45 to 2:00 p.m.
First Sunday: 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.
First Saturday: 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
210 S. Wellwood Avenue, Lindenhurst
Monday- Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
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Level 4: Advent Wreaths and Jesse Trees
Last Saturday, Level 4 students and their families came together to learn
about two major Advent symbols—the Advent wreath and the Jesse Tree.
You can see some signs of the Jesse Tree in the vestibules of the Church!

O Flower of Jesse’s stem, you have been raised up as a
sign for all peoples; kings stand silent in your presence; the nations bow down in worship before you.
Come, let nothing keep you from coming to our aid.
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THE PASTOR’S PAGE
Third Sunday of Advent
Advent days are whizzing by quickly as we
celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent this weekend. This Third Sunday of Advent marks a turning point in our season. This Wednesday, December 17, begins the “second phase” of Advent that
turns our attention more specifically toward the
celebration of the Nativity of the Lord. This was
alluded to in the Prayer after Communion for this
Sunday’s Mass, when we prayed, “We implore
your mercy, Lord, that this divine sustenance may
cleanse us of our faults and prepare us for the
coming feasts.” In addition, the coming-closer of
Christmas is acknowledged in the joy that characterizes the Third Sunday of Advent, also known as
Gaudete Sunday, and that is expressed by the lighting of the rose-colored candle on the Advent
wreath and by the rose-colored vestments the
priest and deacon might wear.
Elsewhere in this bulletin we have a special
insert for the Third Week of Advent, and, as I
hope you have been doing for the previous two
weeks, I hope you will refer to those pages and use
them as a basis for your Advent prayer and spiritual reflections throughout the upcoming week.
Christmas Pageant
Coming up this Friday night is our annual
Children’s Christmas Pageant. If you have attended before, you have seen this event grow over the
past couple of years, and this year’s pageant
should be bigger and better than ever. I am so very
grateful to everyone who puts in their time and
their talent to make this a reality. Do consider
coming to this, whether or not you have children
participating (in fact, whether or not you have
children at all!). I can promise you a delightful and
fun-filled evening that highlights yet another
“OLPH-at-its-best” moment!
Guest Writer This Week
I take this opportunity, as I have done in the
past, to devote a major portion of my Pastor’s Column to a guest columnist, to bring in another
voice and to offer important insights and information from the perspective of that person’s ministry. This week I asked Fr. John if he would be
kind enough to share some thoughts. So…

Take It Away, Fr. John…
For this issue of the bulletin, Monsignor Joe
asked me to write about an area of parish ministry
in which I am engaged. Because of our ongoing
efforts for the poor and vulnerable in our midst,
particularly during this Advent season, I chose to
share with you a little about the parish social ministry efforts here at OLPH.
In Communities of Salt and Light: Reflections on
the Social Mission of the Parish, the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops writes that “the
parish is where the Church lives…Parishes are the place
where God's people meet Jesus in word and sacrament
and come in touch with the source of the Church's life.”
Further, the Bishops write: “Our parish communities are measured by how they serve ‘the least of these’
in our parish and beyond its boundaries — the hungry,
the homeless, the sick, those in prison, the stranger (cf.
Mt 25:31). Our local families of faith are called to
‘hunger and thirst for justice’ and to be ‘peacemakers’ in
our own communities (c Mt 5:6, 9).”
It is from this call to serve the “least of these”
that parish social ministry, sometimes referred to
as parish outreach, has its roots.
It is true that over the past few years we have
seen a growth in the number of parish social ministries at OLPH (Driving, Nursing, Special Needs,
Middle Ages, etc.) which seek to bring the Gospel
to the homebound and homeless, seniors and
those with special needs, the elderly and the ill.
These new ministries build on the work of a long
tradition of outreach here, as evidenced by the
work of two ministries that have existed in our
parish for many years — the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul and the Respect Life Committee. While
parish social ministry must extend beyond these
two groups, they provide good foundation and example of the many facets of parish social ministry.
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul has served
this parish and local community for nearly 70
years (get ready for a big party in 2017!). Countless dedicated offerers organize the food pantry,
advocate for clients in need, visit homes and organize projects like the Giving Tree and more.
This direct service is essential, for, so often, the
encounter between individuals is the starting point
of conversion and healing.
It is not enough, though, for a parish to provide direct services to those in need. A parish
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community must work to bring about systemic
and structural change in the community and society. The Respect Life Committee is a good example
of this work. Through education and awareness,
they encourage political action, advocacy and systemic change to bring about a greater respect for
all human life — from natural conception to natural death.
A parish that ministers to the homeless must
also seek to root out the causes of homelessness. A
parish that provides gifts for immigrants and prisoners at Christmas must also seek to transform
corrupt and broken systems, and so on. We cannot have one without the other.
So, both direct action and structural reform
must be the work of parish social ministry. Does
this mean we are called to become social workers
or government lobbyists or community organizers? No. For if parish social ministry is not rooted
in our relationship with Christ, we risk becoming
“do-gooders” more about ourselves and less about
the Gospel. This is why the work of service comes
directly from our participation at Mass when we
are sent forth each Sunday. This is why faith formation and youth ministry so often tie into the
work of parish social ministry, so others, including
young people, can be formed and educated about
important issues.
So consider your own efforts in the area of
parish social ministry, the outreach work of the
Church. Some may be called to be involved in a
particular ministry, so consider getting involved or
at least learning more about it. At the same, each
one of us through our baptism and participation in
Sunday Eucharist is required to “go out” — by
learning about the teaching of the Church, by min-

istering to the poor and vulnerable in our midst
and praying for a more just community and
world.
Today’s first reading speaks of our call “to
bring glad tidings to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
release to the prisoners,” so let us, each one, “Go
and announce the Gospel of the Lord!” (Isaiah
61:1-2a).
Thanks, Fr. John!
I am extremely grateful to Fr. John for the
outstanding leadership he provides to all our Parish Social Ministry efforts (you can see what falls
under the umbrella of “Parish Social Ministries”
by reading all the contact information in the black
box that heads the Parish Social Ministries page
each week in the bulletin). I am also very thankful
to all the parishioners who work closely with him
in leadership or in other positions in the various
ministries. All of you demonstrate once again
what makes OLPH such a model parish and “the
place to be!”
In conclusion…
Together, let’s aim high in Christ. Together,
let’s bring out the best in each other. Together,
let’s be the best we can be in Christ.
And let’s always remember: LOVE IS A
GIFT.
Sincerely,

THE CHRISTMAS SEASON @ OLPH
Christmas Eve - Wednesday, December 24
5:00pm, 8:00pm, 12:00 Midnight Mass

Solemnity of Mary,
the Holy Mother of God

(Christmas Carols begin at 11:30 P.M.)

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

Christmas Day
Thursday, December 25
8:00am, 9:30am,
11:00am and 12:30pm

Vigil of Solemnity
Wednesday, December 31
5:00pm

The 6:30 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. Masses will
not be celebrated
on Christmas Day.

Wednesday, January 1, 2015
10:00am and 12:15pm
and 7:30 pm
The 6:30 A.M. Mass will not be celebrated
on January 1st.
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FAMILY LIFE MINISTRY

Children’s Christmas Pageant
Friday, December 19, 2014
7:00 P.M. Church
Come and share in the joy of the story of the Nativity as revealed through the voices and
presence of our parish’s children! What a wonderful evening this will be for our entire
parish.
Following the Pageant, all are welcome
to join our living Nativity (yes, we’ll
have live guests!) and in the singing of
Christmas Carols. All are asked to
bring their favorite Christmas Cookies
to share!

CHILDREN'S ENVELOPES
One of our ongoing goals at OLPH is to bring children as fully as possible into the worship life
and apostolic life of our parish. Through our many programs of outreach to children, we try to give them
a sense of ownership and real participation in what we as parishioners do in response to Jesus’ call to
follow Him.
As a part of this outreach to children, Children’s Envelopes are available for children to place
in the weekly collection basket at Mass. These envelopes are being used because many parents have
asked for a way to help teach their children the value of being thankful for the gifts God gives us and
sharing the abundance of those gifts with others.
Use of these envelopes is completely voluntary, of course, and the primary purpose is not a money-raising one. The purpose is to provide a tool for those parents who wish to reinforce in their children
the idea of stewardship for their Church and responsible giving toward others. Ideally, the money —
whatever amount is placed in the envelope (there is no minimum or maximum!) — comes from the children themselves, e.g., out of their allowance, rather than being just handed to them from the parents. In
this way, Christian attitudes are nourished in the children, and this can be yet another avenue for parents
and children to discuss responsible Christian living.
How do the envelopes work? They are available in baskets around the church. Families who wish
to use them should simply take a box which contains envelopes for the entire year. Children then return
one envelope each week, dropping it in the collection basket at Mass. The envelope should have the
child’s name and amount of the offering written on it. The design on the envelope may be colored in and
decorated in other ways if desired. The amount collected in the children’s envelopes will be published in
the bulletin each week. As with the usual collection offerings, the money will go toward supporting the
mission of and programs at OLPH.
If you have used them in the past, please be sure to pick up a new package for this year. If you
have not used these envelopes in the past, we invite your family to think about and pray about participating in this endeavor.
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP
ADVENT
SCRIPTURE
SHARING
Come, learn and share about
the Advent Scriptures!!!

MONDAY
December 15
Led by Father John

after the 6:30 A.M. Mass.
Our final Scripture Sharing will take place
next Monday, December 22nd.

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
The Advent season is a wonderful time to receive
God’s loving forgiveness in this beautiful sacrament. We have provided a number of opportunities for you throughout the Advent season.

This Wednesday, December 17th
7:00 –8:00 P.M.
Saturday, December 20
3:00-4:30 P.M.
Monday through Friday
Following the 12:15 P.M. Mass

Christmas
Spiritual
Bouquet
Cards
Join in the Mass intentions for the Masses of
Christmas by using the Christmas Spiritual Bouquet cards which are now available throughout
the church. These cards are a wonderful and
meaningful way for you to remember your loved
ones at Christmas and to have them prayed for at
our Christmas Masses. Return the envelope with
your donation in the collection basket or bring it
to the rectory, and keep the card to send your
Christmas Spiritual Bouquet.

THE NEW
SUNDAY’S WORD
FOR 2015
The new Sunday’s Word
book for the new liturgical cycle, Year B (2015)
which began with the
First Sunday of Advent
(November 30, 2014) is
still available at the rectory and may be purchased
for $2.00 each.

REMINDER REGARDING THE COMMUNION FAST
Please remember that we are supposed to observe a Communion Fast before receiving Holy Communion. This means we do not eat any foods or drink any liquids for
one hour before receiving Holy Communion, the only exception being water or medicine.
This also means that we are not to chew gum during Mass, and certainly not while we are
coming forward to receive Holy Communion. Let’s be sure we are appropriately prepared
to receive Holy Communion by observing this important rule of the Church.
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Third Week of Advent
Lighting Your Advent Wreath During the Week
Each day during the third week of Advent, at the evening meal, two purple candles and one pink candle
are lighted. The following prayers accompany the lighting of the candles.
All make the sign of the cross: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Someone at table reads the Scripture assigned to the liturgy of the day (one or both of the readings may be used). See
the list of daily readings printed elsewhere in this bulletin. Then the Leader continues:
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
All respond: We lift them up to the Lord.
The Leader prays: God, the Father of mercies, you willed your Son to take flesh, in order to give life
back to us. Bless these your gifts with which we are about to nourish our bodies, so that, receiving
new strength, we may wait in watchfulness for the glorious coming of Christ. We ask this through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
**********
After the meal, the Leader says: Let us live soberly, justly, and devoutly in this world as we wait in joyful
hope for the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
All respond: For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Thoughts to Ponder during Advent....
The weekdays from December 17 up to and including December 24 are ordered in a
more direct way to preparing for the Nativity of the Lord.
— Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year and the Calendar
Advent is the season of hope and longing. Jesus is the One who fulfills our hopes and
satisfies the longings of our hearts. As our hopes and longings intensify, even the prayer
of the Church takes on a special sense of urgency. Throughout the world, Christians
invoke Jesus’ coming by praying the “O Antiphons.” These short but powerful petitions use the ancient Messianic titles to describe who Jesus truly is and what He will do
for His people.
On December 17 pray: “O Wisdom, O holy Word of God, you govern all creation with your strong yet tender
care. Come and show your people the way to salvation.”
On December 18 pray: “O sacred Lord of ancient Israel, who showed yourself to Moses in the burning bush,
who gave him the holy law on Sinai mountain: come, stretch out your mighty hand to set us free.”
On December 19 pray: “O Flower of Jesse’s stem, you have been raised up as a sign for all peoples; kings stand
silent in your presence; the nations bow down in worship before you. Come, let nothing keep you from coming to
our aid.”
On December 20 pray: “O Key of David, O royal Power of Israel controlling at your will the gate of heaven:
come, break down the prison walls of death for those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death; and lead
your captive people into freedom.”
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Third Week of Advent
O God, who see how your people faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity, enable us, we pray, to attain the joys of so great a salvation and to celebrate them always with solemn worship and glad rejoicing. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever.
—Collect of the Mass for the Third Sunday of Advent
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, ever faithful to your promises and ever close to your
Church: the earth rejoices in hope of the Savior's coming and looks forward with
longing to his return at the end of time. Prepare our hearts and remove the sadness
that hinders us from feeling the joy and hope which his presence will bestow, for he is
Lord for ever and ever. Amen.
—Another prayer for the Third Sunday of Advent
**********
The glory of God is a living person and the life of each living person is the vision of God.
—Irenaeus of Lyons Second century
**********
Our brokenness is the wound through which the full power of God can penetrate our being and transfigure us in God.
Loneliness is not something from which we must flee but the place from where we can cry out to God, where God will
find us and we can find God. Yes, through our wounds the power of God can penetrate us and become like rivers of
living water to irrigate the arid earth within us. Thus we may irrigate the arid earth of others, so that hope and love
are reborn.
—Jean Vanier
Rise up, Lord, with mercy for Sion, for the time of mercy has come, the time has come at last.
—Cistercian liturgy
In the annual celebration of the approaching birth of the Savior this solidarity with Christ will not only be recalled in
memory, but indeed will be newly established and secured through the presence of the Lord. Every Christian celebration is indeed not just a remembrance and memorial, somewhat like an annual birthday celebration. Rather, the celebration of Christmas becomes a faith-filled and loving encounter with the Lord of salvation and thereby a true coming
of the Messiah into our own time. Thus Advent is not just a make-believe play, a pious piece of devotional theater, but
a true approach of the Lord.
— from The Key to Faith: Meditations on the Liturgical Year, by Adolf Adam
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BECOME AN ALTAR SERVER!!!
ATTENTION BOYS AND GIRLS OF THE PARISH,
FOURTH GRADE AND OLDER
We are in the process of recruiting new Altar Servers! Being an
altar server is a great way to be involved at Our Lady of Perpetual Help. You make an important contribution to the life of the
parish and you perform an important ministry. Besides, it's fun!!!
You serve at weekend Masses and other special events, attend
some meetings throughout the year, and have fun parties!
Why not become an altar server? We would love to have you, and
we will provide plenty of training — no prior experience is necessary!! If you are a boy or a girl who is in the 4th grade or older (it’s o.k. if you are in 5th, 6th, 7th, or 8th
grade, or even older!), you are invited to become an altar server. Parents, why not mention it to your
daughter or son to get them interested? Training will start soon, so sign up now. If you are interested,
mail or drop off the coupon below to Monsignor Joe at the Rectory, 210 South Wellwood Avenue (no
phone calls, please; you must let me know in writing! It’s OK to scan this page and send it electronically with all the
info to msgrjoe@oloph.org).
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE RESPOND BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2014, SINCE
THE FIRST TRAINING MEETING WILL BE SOON AFTER THAT (you will receive a letter giving you specific information).

Sorry…no responses can be accepted after December 31!
We hope to hear from YOU!!!

-----------------------------------------Yes! I am interested in becoming an Altar Server! RETURN THIS FORM BEFORE DEC. 31
Name _________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________
Town/Zip ______________________________________________
Telephone Number _____________________

E-mail _________________@_____________

Date of Birth (month/day/year) ________/________/_______
Family Envelope/Registration Number ________________
***Required: Your family must be registered parishioners of OLPH as of December 2014.
Year You Received First Holy Communion ______________________________
Grade you are in right now _______
Check one:
_____ I go to public school; Name of School __________________________________
_____ I go to Catholic school; Name of School ________________________________
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FRIENDS OF MUSIC
“The musical tradition of the universal Church is a treasure of
inestimable value, greater even than that of any other art.”

With Deep Gratitude to
Our 2014 Friends of Music

- The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy #112

St. Cecilia
♦ Joan Baffa
♦ Douglas and Carol Bertolino, In
memory of Cecelia Bankovich
♦ Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco, In memory
of Marcy & Bill DeGrocco
♦ Christopher and Cathy Ferraro
♦ Knights of Columbus OLPH Council
♦ Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary
♦ Sheila Lanza
♦ Stephen Strigaro
♦ Antoinette Walsh, In honor of Msgr.
Joe DeGrocco
St. Gregory the Great
♦ Anonymous
♦ Jennifer and Frank Farrugia
♦ The Keller Family
♦ James Kendall
St. Augustine
♦ Anonymous
♦ August Garofalo, In Memory of
P.F.C. Vito Garofalo U.S.M.C killed in
action, WWII, 6/4/45
♦ Richard and MaryAnn Haas, In
memory of Frank and Margaret Trotta
♦ Ester Kearney
♦ Donna McAteer, In memory of Lucia
Salvatore Baylis
♦ Diane Moskover
♦ Marlene Rief, In memory of John Rief
♦ Valerie and Dick Singh
♦ Janine Soroka, In memory of John
Soroka
St. Ambrose
♦ Patricia Dow, In memory of Rita and
Michael Francesco
♦ Patricia Ralston, In memory of John
Gennardo
♦ Linda Zarzycki, In memory of Stanley
J. Zarzycki
Cherubim
♦ Martin Gibbs
♦ Rose Mourdoukoutas
♦ Angela Zoccoli

The Friends of Music is an initiative to help support the music ministry here at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church. With the generosity of our Friends, we will be able to continue to offer beautiful music for our liturgies and concerts and special programs throughout
the year. Please consider supporting the Friends of Music at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church for the 2015 season.
Contributions are used to support the music program at Our Lady
of Perpetual Help including Advent Lessons and Carols, concerts,
additional brass, woodwind and string instruments for special liturgies on Christmas, Easter and Pentecost. Contributions can be given at the following levels:
Cherubim (up to $24)
Memorialization of a new choral folder for our
youth choir or adult choir
St. Ambrose ($25 to $49)
Memorialization of a Gather hymnal with choral
parts for our cantors and choirs
Memorialization of Responsorial Psalm or Gospel
Acclamation book for our cantors
St. Augustine ($50 to $99)
Memorialization of an octavo (sheet music) for one
of our choirs
Memorialization of a Gather hymnal instrumental
accompaniment
St. Gregory the Great ($100 to $199)
Instrumentalist for special occasions (Christmas,
Easter, Pentecost, Lessons and Carols)
Printing costs and paper for worship aids for one of
our special occasions and liturgies
St. Cecilia ($200 and above)
Co-sponsorship of one of our concerts or special
programs
It will be primarily through the support of the Friends of Music that
we will be able to expand our ability to produce high-quality music
in this majestic space for the praise and glory of God. To make a
contribution by mail, simply send a check made payable to OLPH
to: OLPH Friends of Music
210 South Wellwood Avenue, Lindenhurst, NY 11757
If your contribution will be in memory of someone or in honor of
an occasion such as an anniversary, birthday, etc., please make
note of the event and/or person(s) name(s).
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Chris
Ferraro at cferraro@oloph.org or (631) 226-7725 ext. 210.

Join the Friends of Music at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church and
be a part of our music history!
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY














Catholics for the Freedom of Religion: Marie Foster—631.592.1509—ripalda@optonline.net
Driving Ministry: Maureen Russo—631.226.4182—princessmorge@optonline.net
Golden Age Society: Dolores Barone—631.957.3432
Hospital Visitors: Peter O’Neill—631-226-6340—oneillp@optonline.net
Middle Ages: Gail Tonnessen—631.957.1449—gtonness@optonline.net
New Mother’s Meal Ministry: Carol Stysiack—631.255 3506—carolstys@verizon.net
Nursing Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com
Respect Life Committee: Louise Perrotta—631.412.3831—louiseperrotta@optonline.net
St. Bernard League: The Consi Family—631.226.7725
St. Vincent de Paul Society: Deborah Deasy—631.226.7725, x. 234
Senior Moments/Spirituality: Fran Grasso—631.956.3003—sixfingers13@gmail.com
Special Needs Ministry: Fr. John Sureau—631.226.7725—jsureau@oloph.org
Widows/Widowers: Rita Gardell— 631.252.5494 & Denise Segreto—631.220.0888

NEW Food Pantry List!

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Located in the “New” School Building

CANNED FRUIT
COFFEE
SHELF STABLE MILK
SOUP WITH MEAT
JELLO & PUDDING
PASTA SAUCE
PORK & BEANS
TUNA
SHAMPOO & SOAP
PAPER TOWELS

Use Parking Lot located on corner of
Gates & High Streets

631.226.7725 x. 234
The office is open:
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
9 A.M. —12 Noon

Cut out this list and bring it with
you when you go shopping!

In today’s Gospel John the Baptist says, “I am the voice
of one crying in the desert, make straight the way of the
Lord.” As we prepare for Christmas let us ask for the grace
to help others to know the love of the Lord.
Christmas is a time of love and gift giving… please
share your abundance by giving a gift to the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul so that those who do not have clothes and
food can share in the blessings of Christmas.

OUR ADVENT GIVING TREE
Our parish social ministries are working together to support life at all stages.
All gifts should be returned by Sunday evening, December 14.
If you still have a gift to be dropped off, please do so by the end of the 5:00 P.M. Mass
on Sunday. If you are unable to drop your gift by then, please bring it to the Parish
Office on Monday, December 15, 2014.
Remember….
 Gifts for St. Vincent de Paul (green tags) should be wrapped.
 All other gifts should NOT be wrapped.
 Gift certificates/gift cards should be returned to the Parish Office or in the collection. PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE GIFT CARDS BY THE TREE.

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY Happenings
DRIVING MINISTRY
Our Driving Ministry assists parishioners in need of a
ride to a doctor’s appointment or to another serious
appointment when needed. Over the past few months
we have been able to help many parishioners!
For more information, contact Maureen Russo at
631.226.4182 or princessmoge@optonline.net.
Do you know how you can be a driving minister? Invite a neighbor, particularly someone you know who is
homebound, to come to Mass with you!

OLPH GOLDEN AGE SOCIETY
SOCIETY
Meets every 1st & 3rd Thursday of the month,
11:30am—3:00pm
at K of C Hall—400 South Broadway
Everyone is welcome. Please join us.
Any questions call President,
Dolores Barone 631-957-3432.

MIDDLE AGES
Are you in your late 40s, 50s, or early 60s?
Are you looking to meet other women and men your
age for times of spirituality, socializing
and social action?
YOU are invited to join the Middle Ages group!
Tuesday, December 16: The Middle Ages group will
meet in Room 24 of the OLPH New School at
7:00PM to wrap Christmas Presents for Veterans in
the Suffolk County United Veterans’ programs. All
are welcome.
Sunday, December 21: You are invited to join the
Middle Ages group on Sunday, December 21 for its
First Annual Holiday Dinner at Goccia d'Oro, South
Wellwood Avenue, Lindenhurst. Cost $35.
For information, call Gail Tonnessen at 631-957-1449
or email to gtonness@optonline.net.

SENIOR MOMENTS
Avail yourself, men and women, 55 years +, of the opportunity to strengthen your relationship with God and with our
parish community. Each time this group meets there will be
times for formation, spiritual growth, friendship and community building.
Our next meeting will take place in January 2015.
New members are always welcome!

NEW MOTHERS’ MEAL MINISTRY
MINISTRY
New mothers in OLPH Parish….
You deserve a break today! Dinner is on us! if you
have had a baby in the last couple of months, a member of our ministry would love to give you a break
and cook a carefully prepared dinner, and deliver it to
your home on a pre-agreed date.

NO STRINGS ATTACHED!
This ministry is also available to parents of preemies
who are still in the hospital and don't have time to
cook. You do not to have to a first time mother.
If you are interested in a dinner, please contact Carol
Stysiack at 631-255 3506 or by e-mail at
carolstys@verizon.net. Please put Meal Ministry in the
subject line.

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY
Thank you!
We have received notice from the LI Life Center about
the success of this past year’s Baby Bottle Campaign.
OLPH raised $10,600 in 2014. That’s more than one
thousand dollars more than the year before!

National Night of Prayer for Life
Last Monday, the Respect Life Committee led and
coordinated the National Night of Prayer for Life.
Thanks to the various ministries and parishioners who
came forward to be part of the prayer throughout the
night from 8:30 P.M. to 1:00 A.M.

Lawn Signs
Our Respect Life Ministry offers simple lawn signs
promoting the sanctity of human life at all stages. If
you would like one for your lawn, please contact
Louise Perrotta at 631.412.3831—
louiseperrotta@optonline.net

S
bi
te
ti
A
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY

HOMELESS VAN MINISTRY
Thanks to all those who have expressed an interest in our outreach to the homeless.
Throughout the month of December, our Homeless Van Ministry is now in an “exploration”
phase as we are journeying out one night a week to meet those who are homeless and to
learn the best ways to serve and minister to them.
What can you do?
-We are in need of individuals to assist with this ministry on Wednesday nights (from 7:30 to 9 or from 9 to 1
A.M. or both) beginning soon. Contact Denise Redfern at dredfern@oloph.org or contact the Parish Office. This
part of our ministry will not start until January or February 2015, but you can begin singing up now.
-We will need the help of food preparers – families who would be willing to make soup for about 50 people and/
or sandwiches or donate for such things. Contact Fr. John for more information about this—jsureau@oloph.org.
-People have asked about making donations of clothes. We will accept, now, winter jackets, hats, gloves, scarves,
blankets, shoes and boots. Items must be clean – if you would not wear it, do not donate it! We are also in
need of NEW UNUSED donations of underwear, t-shirts, and socks – NOTE: NEW UNUSED when it comes
to these items.
If you have donations, please contact Patti Parez at 631.957.6203 or e-mail to
pp213806@aol.com
-People have asked about other types of donations regarding food, etc. You can contact us and let us know what
you might be able to donate and we will follow up with you. Please understand we will NOT be able to accept
everything.
-Some have offered to make monetary donations to help this ministry get off the ground. That is most appreciated and will allow us to better plan. Donations can be delivered to the Parish Office, Attn: Van Ministry. Checks
must be made payable to OLPH Church.
Please pray for those who have come forward to assist in this ministry. They are sharing their wisdom, experience, and talent to serve the most vulnerable among us.

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me,
naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.”
Matthew 25:35-36

PRISON FAMILIES ANONYMOUS
Life becomes more difficult and stressful for family and friends when a loved one becomes incarcerated. Relationships and responsibilities can become strained and the dynamics within the family often change dramatically.
The PFA Support Group provides a safe, non-judgmental place where those in similar situations can connect with each another. It provides compassion, support and information to
family members during their very difficult times.

The Prison Families Anonymous Support Group meets on the
2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month starting at 7:30 P.M. at the
Community Presbyterian Church
1843 Deer Park Avenue, Deer Park, NY 11729
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OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION
located in the school building
Phone # 631.226.2384
E-mail: religioused@oloph.org
Coordinator: Mrs. April Kleinlaut
(acarbaugh@oloph.org)

OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY: 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
TUESDAY: 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY: 3:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M.
THURSDAY: 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
FRIDAY:
9:00 A.M. to 12 Noon
SATURDAY: 8:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.
Class Schedule
Monday:
7:15- 8:30pm— Class for Level 8
Wednesday:
5:30- 6:30pm— Class for Level 6
7:30- 8:30pm— Class for Level 7
Saturday:
8:30- 9:30 am Levels 1-5
10:00-11:00 am Levels 1-5 & Special Education
11:30-12:30 pm Levels 1-5

Last Saturday, December 6, Level 4 parents and students participated in an Advent presentation focused
on some of the symbols of the season. See page 2 of today’s bulletin for more information.
Students in Level 8 completed a service project as a class working together to serve the community to
learn more about parish life and ministry. This past Friday, students in Room 18 assisted with hosting
the Advent Lessons and Carols. Each student was also asked to bring a dessert and to help setup and
clean up. Here they contributed to the prayer life of our community and learned about the musical and
liturgical ministries of the parish.

YOUTH MINISTRY @ OLPH
High School & Middle School Youth Ministry:
Brittany Marie Evans (youth@oloph.org)
Youth Service Corps: Fr. John Sureau (jsureau@oloph.org)
Catholic Youth Organization: Dave Reid (dreid88@optonline.net)
CYO Website: www.leaguelineup.com/olphcyo
Boy Scouts: Mr. Al Damone (1203@optonline.net)
K of C Squires: Mr. Frank Nicosia (happynicosias@yahoo.com)

High Schoolers:
Our last event will be
This SUNDAY, December 14th.

Let's see the Jones Beach Christmas
Lights!! Contact Brittany Evans—
youth@oloph.org—for a permission slip.
This will be our last high school event for
2014. See you in 2015!

Two Thank You’s!
Thank you to everyone who participated in our
December 5th Advent Evening Prayer and Holy
Hour. See page 23 for more information.
This past week, OLPH Youth
Ministry donated over 25 bags
of coats to St. Vincent de Paul.
Thanks to all who donated
these coats, including our
Squires! Great job everyone!
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FAITH FORMATION
CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN
When children reach the age of reason and are of a catechetical age, they, like adults responding to
God’s call to become part of the Church, require a process of conversion “that is personal and somewhat developed, in proportion to their age, and the assistance of the education they need.” (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 253).
This Sunday, we welcome three young people from our parish desiring baptism. Like the adults participating in the RCIA, they will be sent forth at Sunday Mass for a time of faith sharing and are now participating in formation classes each week. Please pray, in a special way, for

Jazmin Aguilar + Joshua Aguilar + Jennifer Feeney
who are beginning their journey to baptism, and for Rebecca Rama and Joann Domanico who will help
to lead this process.
If you can be a part of this journey, please reach out to Fr. John via phone at 631.226.7725 or e-mail
jsureau@oloph.org.)

Our next Adult Faith Formation course will begin in January 2015...

Living the Christian Life:
INTRODUCTION TO MORALITY
Here we’ll look into the Church’s teaching on major moral issues, the history of morality,
how we make decision as Catholics and more!

Instructor: April Kleinlaut
Coordinator of Faith Formation, OLPH Church

5 Wednesdays—January 14, 21, 28, Feb. 4 & 11
Time: 10:30am—12:30pm Place: Room 16
To register, contact the Parish Office at 631.226.7725, e-mail to jsureau@oloph.org or
return the form below.

Yes, please sign me up!
Living the Christian Life:
INTRODUCTION TO MORALITY
Name______________________________________________________
Phone #____________________________________________________
E-mail_____________________________________@_______________

A fee of $2
0 per
person wil
l be collected to co
ver the
costs of ma
terials.
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EL MINISTERIO HISPANO
HISPANO
El grupo de oración “Jesús es el camino la verdad y la vida”. Te invita a alabar y glorificar a DIOS todos los jueves
a las 7:00 PM en la cafetería. Comenzando con el Santo Rosario. Únete a nosotros en oración, Alabanzas y reflexión de la palabra de DIOS.
Todos los martes llevamos el Santo Rosario a los hogares para orar en familia. Lleva la bendición a tu casa. Interesados favor llamar a Virginia Constantino al (631) 957-1149.
El sacramento del bautizo. Las ceremonias bautismales se llevan a cabo cada segundo y cuarto domingo del mes.
Los padres que necesiten bautizar a sus hijos deben atender alas sección de charlas, estas charlas son cada primer
y tercer lunes del mes.
Para más información sobre los sacramentos del bautizo matrimonio y servicio pastorales. Unción de los enfermos y la Eucaristía, Contacto Padre Juan Sureau - 631.226-7725 x. 224 o email: jsureau@oloph.org or en español,
Irma González 631 620-2401 o correo electrónico: lanegra628@yahoo.com.

Preparándonos para el domingo 21 de Deciembre
Primera Lectura (2 Samuel 7,1-5. 8-12. 14-16): Una Casa que Resistirá Firme para Siempre David propone construir para Dios la casa material de un templo. Pero Dios escoge la casa espiritual de la dinastía de David, de la
que nacerá un Salvador para su pueblo.
Segunda Lectura (Romanos 16, 25-27): Dios se revela a sí mismo en Jesucristo. Con San Pablo alabemos a Dios,
que permaneció escondido durante largo tiempo, pero ahora, en su sabiduría, se ha mostrado a sí mismo en
Jesucristo. Esta es la Buena Noticia que hay que predicar a todos.
Evangelio (Lucas 1,26-38): ¡Que Se Haga en Mí Tu Voluntad! Los planes de Dios se cumplen cuando la gente,
con toda humildad como María, recibe a Dios según sus condiciones.
Sierva del Señor
¿En qué medida estamos disponibles para Dios y vemos lo que él quiere hacer en nosotros y por medio de nosotros? Hoy se nos muestra el ejemplo maravilloso de María. Aun sin ver claramente todo lo que implicaba,
aceptó su misión de llegar a ser la madre del Salvador. -- Jesús quiere nacer en nuestro mundo por medio de nosotros también, con nuestra colaboración. Nosotros también tenemos que decir nuestro Sí a Dios y a sus planes
para nosotros y para el mundo. Digamos generosamente nuestro Sí con Jesús y María.

DIOCESAN AND COMMUNITY NEWS!
•

St. Joseph’s Choir will present a free concert including Handel’s Messiah and Bach’s Magnificat at St. Joseph’s
Church, Babylon Village on Sunday, December 14, 7:00PM. Free will offering. All proceeds will go to the
Mercy Inn Soup Kitchen in Wyandanch.

•

St. Joseph Renewal Center, Brentwood, will hold: 11th Step Prayer, December 21, 2-4pm, free will offering. Call
Joanne at 631-273-1187 X 123 for information on any of these programs.

•

Cleary School for the Deaf is offering evening Adult Formation classes in American Sign Language levels 1, 2, 3,
4, Advanced & Online course. Spring Session runs February 25th—May 22, 2015 (ages 12 & up) Call Carolyn
Kelly at 631-588-0530 or email clearyasl@hotmail.com for more information.

•

In The Long Island Catholic December Edition: In addition to compelling columns and news about our Diocese, read about how to build a Sacraments Keepsake Box, explore the sacred and rarely seen treasures of Immaculate Conception Seminary, see how two families prepare for His coming through Advent traditions in the
home and read about the final report from the Extraordinary Synod on the Family. To subscribe to the monthly magazine of the Diocese of Rockville Centre, visit licatholic.org or call 1-800-443-2155 today.
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PRAYING FOR AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER
BANNS OF
F MARRIAGE

WE BELIEVE

Please pray for the following members of our
parish community preparing for the
Sacrament of Matrimony.

Almighty and Eternal God,
You are the everlasting health of those
who believe in You.
Hear us for Your servants
for whom we implore the aid of Your tender mercy,
that being restored to bodily health,
they may give thanks to You in Your Church.
Through Christ our Lord.
We pray for the sick of our parish…

Second Time:
Aristotle Thanasas
&
Nicole Trinceri

WE REMEMBER
We remember those who have died in our parish
community this week:

Robert W. Kaminski
Donald A. Schmitt
“O God, who through the ending of present things open up
the beginning of things to come, grant, we pray, that the soul
of your servant may be led to you to attain the inheritance of
eternal redemption.”

MASS MEMORIALS
A beautiful way to remember a loved one! Memorials
used during the Masses for week of Dec. 14-20:

Altar Wine
In Memory of

Elissa Cascio
Requested by

The Renna Family
Please contact the Parish Office at 631.226.7725 for
other options for memorials.

Richard Brosan
Diana De Stasio
Bernadette Sinnot
Regina Khezikhezri
Margaret Girgenti
Mary Doran
George Constantinou
Vanessa Kercelius
Tom LaBianca
Kelly Coffin
Concepcíon Canales
Diane Romaniello
Fr. Terence Hoppenjans

August Garofalo
John Halloweg
Gianna Pantina
Alice Leonard
Nettie Deasy
Peggy Curran
Kevin Curran
Marjorie Hildemann
Theresa Caltabiano
Josephine Senatore
Frank Raffanilli
Fran Brosan

If a family member or close friend is ill, please let us
know so our community can pray for them. To have
your name or the name of a loved one listed in our
parish bulletin, please call the parish office at
631.226.7725, x. 200.

PRAYING FOR THE HOMEBOUND
We encourage everyone to keep the homebound of our parish community in your
thoughts and prayers. Pray they may
continue to feel connected to our parish
family and may feel God’s love and care
each day.
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK

MEETINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday, December 15, 2014

MONDAY, December 15—
Advent Weekday

7:00 AM
1:30 PM

Advent Scripture Sharing
St. Vincent de Paul

Room 24
Room 24

6:30

7:00 PM
7:15 PM

Novena
Level 8 Rel. Ed. Classes

Church
School

Stephen Spina

12:15 Anna Insalaco
7:00
Novena
TUESDAY, December 16—
Advent Weekday
6:30
James McCarthy
12:15 Ray & Kay Marko & Joshua
WEDNESDAY, December 17—
Late Advent Weekday
6:30
Matthew Cronin
12:15 John J. Casey
12:45- Exposition
2:00
7:00
Confessions
THURSDAY, December 18—

Late Advent weekday

Tuesday, December 16, 2014
4:00 PM

CYO—Cheerleading

Auditorium

7:00 PM

Teen Confirmation Class

Room 4

7:45 PM

Community of Praise

Room 16

8:00 PM

Alcoholics Anonymous

Cafeteria

Wednesday, December 17, 2014
12:45 –
2:00 PM

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament

Church

1:50 PM

Daytime Prayer

Church

2:30 PM

Legion of Mary

Room 24

5:30 PM

Level 6 Religious Education

School

7:00 PM Confessions

Church

7:30 PM

Level 7 Religious Education

School

8:00 PM

Christian Mothers

Cafeteria

Thursday, December 18, 2014

6:30
Sherman Glass
12:15 Pecere Family
FRIDAY, December 19—
Late Advent Weekday
6:30

The Savastano Family

12:15

Elizabeth Batch

SATURDAY, December 20—
Late Advent Weekday
8:00

Virginia Romano

4:00 PM
4:30 PM

CYO– Cheerleading
Youth Choir Rehearsal

Auditorium
Room 16

4:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
8:00 PM

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
Spanish Prayer Group
Adult Choir Rehearsal

Church
Cafeteria
Church
Room 16
Room 24

9:00 AM
7:00 PM
8:00 PM

Vigil for
For the People of the Parish
Sunday, December 21
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

6:30
8:00

Teresa DeBono
Mary Barone

9:30

Eva Sciara

11:00

Living & Deceased Members of the
Christian Mothers
James Bivona
Veronica Brady

12:30
5:00

Narcotics Anonymous
Friday, December 19 2014
OLPH Home School Group
Christmas Pageant
Alcoholics Anonymous—Young
People

Rms. 1, 2,
Church/Aud
Room 24

Saturday, December 20, 2014

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

5:00

Parent Baptismal Prep

8:00 AM
1:30 PM
6:15 PM
8:00 PM

School
Auditorium
Church
Cafeteria

11:00AM

Levels 1-5 Religious Education
CYO Basketball
Evening Prayer
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sunday, December 21, 2014
RCIC

12:00 PM

Adult Choir Rehearsal

Room 16

12:30 PM

RCIA

1:30 PM

CYO—Basketball

Church/Rm
16
Auditorium

6:15 PM

Evening Prayer

Church

8:00 PM

Alcoholics Anonymous

Cafeteria

Church/Rm 16
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PREPARING FOR
Sunday, December 21, 2014
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.
May it be done to me according to your word.” - Luke 1:38

Gospel Reflection
Questions….

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
What prompted King David to want to build a house worthy of the Lord?
“Here I am, living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God remains in
a tent.” But as a man of war, King David had taken possession of the Ark
of the Covenant by his own means and on his own terms, not as the Lord
had instructed and commanded (Numbers 4:15), and as man of
war, David's hands could not build the Lord’s temple. As the Lord explains
to David and the people through the prophet Nathan, the way to serve the
Lord and to honor Him is to let Him serve them and abide with them. It is
rather the Lord who would establish a house for David, a royal lineage and
kingdom that would stand forever—and through which the Lord Himself
would come to abide with His people as “Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).

After reading next Sunday’s
Gospel (Luke 1:26-38) take some
time to pray on it before you
come to Mass. Use the questions
below to aid your reflection.

Romans 16:25-27

1 Can you relate to Mary’s unconditional “yes,” or is your agreement
conditional? When you do say yes,
does God take up residence in your
life? Why would an infinite God
wait for a human “yes” in order to
enter the human race? Why didn’t
he just come on his own?

As a conclusion to the Letter to the Romans, this doxology, this hymn of
praise to God, is also a final call to faith in the supremacy of Christ as
God’s fulfillment of all revelation and prophecy, and a declaration of faith
in Christ as the source of salvation for all nations and all peoples.

2. In a General Audience on Oct.
23. 2013, Pope Francis spoke of
Mary as a model of faith, after giving her ‘yes’ to the announcement
from the angel Gabriel.

Luke 1:26-38
Luke’s account of the announcement to Mary of the birth of Jesus parallels
the announcement to Zechariah of the birth of John. The particular focus of
the announcement of the birth of Jesus is on his identity as Son of David
(Luke 1:32–33) and Son of God (Luke 1:32, 35).

Readings for the Week
Take time each day to read the daily readings of the Church.
Monday, December 15, 2014:
Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a
+ Matthew 21:23-27
Tuesday, December 16, 2014:
Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13
+ Matthew 21:28-32
Wednesday, December 17, 2014:
Genesis 49:2, 8-10 + Matthew 1:1-17

Thursday, December 18, 2014:
Jeremiah 23:5-8 + Matthew 1:18-25
Friday, December 19, 2014:
Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a + Luke 1:5-25
Saturday, December 20, 2014:
Isaiah 7:10-14 + Luke 1:26-38
Sunday, December 21, 2014:
1 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
+ Romans 16:25-27 + Luke 1:26-38

Our Lady also wants to bring to
us, to all, the great gift that is
Jesus; and with Him she brings
his love, his peace, his joy. Thus
the Church is like Mary: the
Church is not a business, it is not
a humanitarian agency, the
Church is not an NGO; the
Church is sent to bring Christ and
his Gospel; it does not bring itself—whether it is small, large,
strong, weak, the Church brings
Jesus and should be like Mary
when she went to visit Elizabeth.
What did Mary bring? Jesus. To
bring Christ to the world means to
bring love. Is it the love of Jesus
that shares, that forgives, that accompanies, or is it a watered down
love, like watered down wine?
What do his words, “To bring
Christ to the world means to bring
love … [that] shares, that forgives,
and that accompanies” mean to
you?
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SERVING AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Parish Office: 631.226.7725
Religious Education: 631.226.2384
St. Vincent de Paul (Parish Outreach) :
631.226.7725 X 234
Parish Website:
www.olphlindenhurst.org
Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Baptism ceremonies are held on the second and
fourth Sundays of the month. Parents wishing to
have a child baptized must attend a baptism preparation session before the baptism; these sessions
are held on the first and third Thursdays of the
month excluding holidays. Contact the Parish Office to begin the process of having your child baptized.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
& ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as
well as those in danger of death, should receive the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please call
the Parish Office and ask for one of our priests.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have been
baptized in another Christian faith and wish to become Catholic, or who have been baptized Catholic and wish to be confirmed and receive Holy
Communion, are invited to join the process of the
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Please contact Deacon Doug or Fr. John at the Parish Office
to begin the process.
ADULT CONFIRMATION
Adults who have been baptized Catholic and who
have received Holy Communion but who still
need the Sacrament of Confirmation should enroll
in our Adult Confirmation Classes. Please contact
Deacon Doug or Fr. John at the Parish Office.
THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Please contact the Parish Office at least SIX
MONTHS before the desired date of your wedding.

YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL
COUNCIL
Jean Bjork
Tricia Buckley (Chair)
Lori Byron
Marie Foster
Greg Guido
Sonia Hansen
John Keller
Mary Mullan
Kevin Sabella
Christina Taparata
James Totino
Pete Triolo
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Please feel free to speak to any member of the Pastoral
Council with any questions you might have.
YOUR PARISH TRUSTEES
Robert Dobres
John Reynolds
YOUR PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE
David Barrett
Deacon Tom Bast
Gerry Chille (Chair)
Ed Cirella
Meg Danaher, CFP®, CLU®
Bob Dobres
Bob Meade
John Reynolds
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Please feel free to speak to any member of the Finance
Committee with any questions you might have.
YOUR PARISH LITURGY COMMITTEE
Robert Becker
Mark Costantino
Barbara McPhail
Rosaleen Walters
Mike Williams
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Chris Ferraro
Deacon Doug Smith
Fr. John Sureau
Alice Vozzo
Please feel free to speak to any member of the Liturgy
Committee with any questions you might have.

December 14, 2014

Page 21

OFFERING UPDATE
OFFERING UPDATES
Dec. 6/7, 2014
Mass Time

Weekly
Collection

# of
Envelopes

REMINDER
Attendance

5:00 P.M.

$2,833.00

150

308

6:30 A.M.

1,131.00

40

106

8:00 A.M.

2,596.00

102

239

9:30 A.M.

2,214.00

105

467

11:00 A.M.

2,991.00

129

430

12:30 P.M.

1,771.00

85

330

5:00 P.M.

1,589.00

34

205

Total coin:

ALL 2014 pledges for
the Catholic Ministries Appeal
must be paid by
January 31st, 2015
to ensure that OLPH receives
the benefit of the rebate.
Thank you for your cooperation.

30.11

Mail-ins:

1,293.00

Children’s env.

55.85

23

Special Needs

286.05

18

40

Faith Direct

1,978.23

TOTAL

$18,768.24

686

2,125

2013 TOTAL

$17,656.07

656

1,983

Candles
Poor Box
1st Saturday
Immaculate
Conception

With the busy times of Advent here, enrolling
in Faith Direct today is a great way to ensure your
gifts of treasure to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish are received even if you may be out of
town. Please pick up an enrollment form from the
parish office today or enroll online
at www.faithdirect.net - our Church Code
is NY286. Already using Faith Direct? Don't forget
to add your Christmas or End-of-Year contributions
to your account this fall.

$1,112.54
Thank you in advance for your support and for using Faith Direct!

$386.91
$91.50

God Bless,

$4,010.68

Msgr. Joe

Attention All Parish Ministry Leaders
PLEASE NOTE THE UPCOMING
BULLETIN DEADLINES
Publication Date

Bulletin Submissions Due By:

December 21st
Christmas Bulletin

DEADLINE HAS PASSED.

December 28th

December 18th (change because of
the earlier deadline)

January 4th

December 23rd

January 11th

January 2nd

January 18th

January 9th

RELIGIOUS GOODS GIFT SHOP
AVAILABLE AT OLPH
A Gift Shop with religious goods is
available at OLPH. The shop is open
Sunday mornings starting after the 9:30
a.m. Mass and will remain open until
2:00 p.m. Stop by and browse and shop
for those religious items you have been
looking for! The gift shop is accessible
off of the small parking lot on High Street
between the rectory and the school.
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Youth in Service and Prayer
Serving the Sisters of St. Dominic
Last Sunday, Maria Galante’s Level 7 Faith Formation class spent the afternoon with the Sisters of St.
Dominic in Amityville. Students spent the afternoon with the sisters sharing stories and experiences and
a number of students prayed with the sisters at their annual Advent Lessons and Carols. What a great
Advent witness these young people gave us. Indeed, the Spirit of the Lord is upon them!

Youth Evening Prayer and Holy Hour
Last Friday, December 5, members of our parish community celebrated
Evening Prayer at OLPH. Thanks to the leadership of youth ministry and
the youth band, many were given some good time for prayer and reflection in
this Advent season. Special thanks to the Middle Ages group for preparing
desserts for hospitality.
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