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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church  
              210 South Wellwood Avenue +  Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +        

Telephone:  631-226-7725  + Fax: 631-225-9597  
+ www.olphlindenhurst.com  +  Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

The angel said to them, òDo not be afraid; 

for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy 

that will be for all the people. 

For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you  

who is Christ and Lord.ó  
Luke 2:10-11 

          THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

                December 25, 2022 

COME AND PRAYé  
Our church is open each day until 6:30 p.m.,  

except on Thursdays (closed after the 
12:15 p.m. Mass, for cleaning) 

and on holidays (closed after the 12:15 p.m. Mass). 

Come in and spend some time in prayer!  
  

MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday ð Friday:  6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 

Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.  

Saturday Afternoon (Sunday Anticipated): 5:00 p.m.  

Sunday Masses:   
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. (live-streamed), 12:00 p.m. 

Special Needs Mass: 
First Saturday of the month at 4:00 p.m. 

in the auditorium (Sunday Anticipated Mass) 

Holy Days of Obligation:  Consult the bulletin 
 

LITURGY OF THE HOURS  
We pray Evening Prayer communally, in person, 

each Saturday in the church immediately following  
the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  Each Sunday, we pray Morning   
Prayer at 9:15 a.m. and Evening Prayer at 7:00 p.m. 
on the Zoom video platform. Click on the Zoom link 

on the home page of our website. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Every Saturday, 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. 

Also available by individual appointment  
with one of the priests.  

 

 

EXPOSITION OF  

THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Wednesdays: 12:45 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

First Saturdays: 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  
 

 

DEVOTIONS 
OLPH Novena: Mondays following 12:15 p.m. Mass 

Rosary: Weekdays following 6:30 a.m. Mass 
Saturdays and Sundays following 8:00 a.m. Mass 

The Holy Face of Jesus: Tuesdays following  

12:15 p.m. Mass 

First Fridays and First Saturdays:  
As announced in bulletin 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Friday: 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Saturday and Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

PASTORAL STAFF   
Pastor: Reverend Monsignor Joseph DeGrocco 

Parochial Vicars: Reverend Fidelis Ezeani, Reverend Frank Zero, Reverend Emmanuel Okonkwo 

Deacons: Deacon William R. Crosby, Deacon Douglas G. Smith, Deacon Robert A. Becker 

Business Manager: Ms. Jill Marie Delano 

Director of Faith Formation:  Mrs. April Kleinlaut  

Music Director:  Mr. Christopher Reilly 
ññññññññðññññññññññññññññññññññññ-ñ 

Deacon Frank Odin, Retired  
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December 25, 2022  

Watch for the updated  

2023 Ministry Directory  

available on  

our OLPH website 

www.olphlindenhurst.com   

and on the OLPH App! 

LOOKING TO GET INVOLVED?  CHECK OUT OUR NEW DIRECTORY! 

 
 
 

 
  

Ministry 

Directory 

2023 

DOWNLOAD THE OLPH APP 

 

 

New number to download  

the Parish App! 

Text to  
 

The old number 88202 is no longer in effect! 
Cards are available on the pew ledgesas long 

as supply lasts. 
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          Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 
210 South Wellwood Avenue, Lindenhurst, New York 11757-4989 

Phone: 631-226-7725 ïFax: 631-225-9597 - Website: olphlindenhurst.com 
 
 

 Reverend Monsignor Joseph DeGrocco 
  Pastor 

 
Christmas, 2022 
 

Dear Friends and Fellow Parishioners of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, 
 

GRACE, PEACE AND BLESSINGS TO YOU ON THIS BEAUTIFUL SOLEMNITY OF THE             

NATIVITY OF THE LORD ˈ CHRISTMAS!  

 

In my letter accompanying this yearõs Christmas schedule, which was mailed to all parishioners  several 

weeks ago, I quoted the words of one of the prayers for the Mass of Christmas Day: òO God...grant, we 
pray, that we may share in the divinity of Christ, who humbled himself to share in our humanity.ó 

 
I reflected on and prayed over those words throughout all of Advent, and now they have special meaning 

for me; I hope they will have special meaning for you this Christmas. 
 

God became one of us in the person of Jesus Christ, born for our salvation, so that we might share in the 

very life of God. In this truth of the Incarnation (God made flesh), we see the fulfillment of Godõs promise 
to always be with us, to always be close to us, and to invite us into His life. In the death and resurrection 

of Jesus, we have the ultimate proof that Godõs life is stronger than anything, and that God wants us to 

live with Him forever. Jesus, whose birth we celebrate at Christmas, is alive and present to us here and 
now, sharing His life with us through the power of His Holy Spirit, most especially at each and every 

Mass. 
 

This nearness of God is the great gift of Christmas. Itõs no wonder that Christmas fills us with such great 

joy! Through our faith, we must allow Jesus, who desires to be near to us and who calls us to Himself, to 
enter our life, to illumine our minds, to rekindle our trust, and to revive our hope. 

 

To all our parishioners who consistently give so much to OLPH through your gifts, your talents, your 

presence and your financial support, I say with so much gratitude: THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 

THANK YOU.  You make OLPH òthe place to be.ó With much warmth I also offer a sincere          

WELCOME  to our parishioners who have not been with us for a while. To our parishioners who have 

returned home, I say WELCOME HOME , and to family members and friends of our parishioners who 

are visiting us, weõre very happy to welcome you! 

 
We have so much to rejoice about here at OLPH!  Be sure to be a part of it all. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!  

 

Sincerely,         
   

 
 

     

Reverend Monsignor Joseph DeGrocco 
Pastor 

PASTORõS PAGE 

December 25, 2022  
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December 25, 2022  

Blessing of a Christmas Tree 
All make the sign of the cross to begin, and then the Leader continues with this greeting: 

Leader: Let us glorify Christ our light, who brings salvation and peace into our midst, now and      

forever. 

All respond: Amen. 

Leader: My brothers and sisters, amidst signs and wonders 

Christ Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea: his birth brings 

joy to our hearts and enlightenment to our minds. With this 

tree, decorated and adorned, may we welcome Christ among 

us; may its lights guide us to the perfect light. 

Then someone proclaims the reading: 

Reader: Listen to the words of the letter of St. Paul to Titus: 

But when the kindness and generous love of God our savior 

appeared, not because of any righteous deeds we had done but 

because of his mercy, he saved us through the bath of rebirth 

and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he richly poured out on 

us through Jesus Christ our savior, so that we might be        

justified by his grace and become heirs in hope of eternal life. 

The word of the Lord.  

All respond: Thanks be to God. 

Leader: Let us ask God to send his blessing upon us and upon 

this sign of our faith in the Lord. Our response will be: Lord, 

give light to our hearts.  

That this tree of lights may remind us of the tree of glory on which Christ accomplished our          

salvation, let us pray to the Lord. R/.  

That the joy of Christmas may always be in our home, let us pray to the Lord. R/.  

That the peace of Christ may dwell in our hearts and in the world, let us pray to the Lord. R/  

Then the Leader continues: Lord our God, we praise you for the light of creation:  the sun, the moon, 

and the stars of the night. We praise you for the light of Israel: the Law, the prophets, and the      

wisdom of the Scriptures. We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: he is Emmanuel, God-with -us, 

the Prince of Peace, who fills us with the wonder of your love. Lord God, let your blessing come    

upon us as we illumine this tree. May the light and cheer it gives be a sign of the joy that fills our 

hearts. May all who delight in this tree come to the knowledge and joy of salvation. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The lights of the tree are now illuminated. Then the Leader concludes: 

Leader: May the God of glory fill our hearts with peace and joy, now and forever.  

All respond: Amen. 

The blessing concludes with a verse from O Come, O Come, Emmanuel: 

O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by thine advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

And deathõs dark shadow put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel.   

 
 

BLESSINGS TO USE AT HOME 
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Blessing of a Manger/Nativity Scene 
 

The manger scene is blessed each year on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. All make the sign of the 

cross and the Leader begins:  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

All respond: Who made heaven and earth. 

Then someone proclaims the reading: 

Reader: Listen to the words of the holy gospel according to Luke:  In those days a    

decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be enrolled. This 

was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria.  So all went to be 

enrolled, each to his own town. And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town 

of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of 

the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was 

with child. While they were there, the time came for her to have her child, and she 

gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in 

a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. Now there were shepherds 

in that region living in the fields and keeping the night watch over their flock. The 

Gospel of the Lord.  

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Leader: God of every nation and people, from the very beginning of creation you have 

made manifest your love: when our need for a Savior was great you sent your Son to 

be born of the Virgin Mary. To our lives he brings joy and peace, justice, mercy and 

love. Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; may it remind us of the humble birth 

of Jesus, and raise our thoughts to him, who is God-with -us and Savior of all, and 

who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

Christmas songs and carols may be sung, for example, It Came Upon the Midnight Clear.  

December 25, 2022  
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December 25, 2022  

Solemnity of Mary,  

 the Holy Mother of God  
Holy Day of Obligation  

Mass Schedule: 

Eve of the Solemnity,  

Saturday, December 31, 2022:  

5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, January 1, 2023:  

8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. (live-streamed)  

and 12:00 Noon  

JANUARY 1 ñ SOLEMNITY OF MARY,   

THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

Evening Prayer  
We pray Evening Prayer com-

munally, in person, 
each Saturday in the church 

immediately following  
the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  Each 
Sunday, we pray Morning   

Prayer at 9:15 a.m. and      
Evening Prayer at 7:00 p.m. 
on the Zoom video platform. Click on the Zoom link 

on the home page of our website. 
 
 

òThe Liturgy of the Hours is intended to become the 
prayer of the whole People of God. In it Christ himself 

ôcontinues his priestly work through his 
Churché.Pastors of souls should see to it that the     
principal hours, especially Vespers (Evening Prayer)  are 
celebrated in common in church on Sundays and on the 

more solemn feasts.õó 

-Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1175  

Novena  
to Our Lady of  
Perpetual Help  

The Monday Novena to Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help has 
been a longstanding OLPH    

tradition. Each Monday,        
parishioners pray to seek the help and assistance 

of the Lord for healing, family, children and the 
needs of the world, seeking the intercession of the 

Blessed Mother.  The ritual concludes with       
veneration of a relic of St. Catherine Laboure.  
Take some time each Monday to join in the 

OLPH Novena. 
 

Every Monday at 12:45 p.m. 

Unless otherwise noted. 

NEW SUNDAYõS WORD BOOKS AVAILABLE 
 

 The new Sundayõs Word books for the new liturgical year 

(Cycle A) which started the First Sunday of  Advent,  

November 27, are now available at the rectory  

for purchase, for $5.00. 
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SPECIAL NEEDS 

MINISTRY 
 

Masʟ f˛ʞ ʨʶʕ Pe˛ʽɳʍ  
Wiˁʑ Sɺeˌiʨʕ Nɫedʟ 

 

Aʶʕ ˉɼʍ ʂʮlc˛ɵʍ tʙ 
c˛ɵʍ ɨʮɳʮˋraɾʍ Masʟ ˦iˁʑ uʟ 

ˁɯʍ ᴬrsʠ Saˢˤrdˉʦ ᴗ eaʫʑ m˛nˁʑ! 
 

Nˏxʠ Masʟ: 

Saturday, January 7  
4:00 p.m. 

in the School Auditorium  
 
 

Please join us at our Special Needs Mass,  

a Mass for those who have Special Needs  
and for those who care for them.  

 

After Mass we have hospitality  

to introduce the ministry members  
to the people who attend the Mass.  

 
 

We can use some help in preparing for our monthly 
Mass and other special needs events. How about you? 

Contact Jessica Paolo at 631-226-7725 X 252 or 

email to jbecker@oloph.org 

FOR THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND 

,Ōřň-3ŗŕňńŐ -ńŖŖ 

We live-stream the 10:00 a.m. Sunday Mass each week. 
 

You can join us virtually using one of the following: 

¶The link at the top of the OLPH website: 

        www.olphlindenhurst.com  

¶OLPH Facebook page: @olphlindenhurst 

¶OLPH YouTube Channel:     OLPH Church Lindenhurst 

FR. FIDELIS HAS A YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

Hear Fr. Fidelis give weekly reflections and more  

on his YouTube channel!  

You can go to YouTube and search for FADA PRINCE  

(with the logo at left) and click on the SUBSCRIBE button. 

FIRST FRIDAY  

AND  

SATURDAY DEVOTIONS 
All are invited to come  

and pray with our parish community. 
 

First Friday Devotions will take place        

January 6 after the 6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 

Masses. 
 

 

First Saturday Devotionsñin honor of Our  

Lady of Fatimañwill be conducted Saturday, 

January 7 beginning with the Rosary at 7:40 

a.m., Mass at 8:00 a.m. and continued         

devotion following Mass.  
 

 

 

Each month, all are invited to join the       

members of the Nocturnal Adoration Society 
for Eucharistic Adoration beginning at 6:30 
p.m. Reflecting the diverse community present 

at OLPH, each hour of the evening is            
celebrated in different languages (English, 

Spanish, Polish). The evening concludes with           
Benediction at 9:30 p.m.  

 

December 25, 2022  

mailto:straightclaw@optonline.net
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The new boxes of Childrenõs Envelopes for the upcoming liturgical year are now available!     

Children should use these envelopes to make their offering in the weekly collection basket at Mass, in 

addition to their familyõs offering. 
The purpose of the envelopes is not a money-raising one, but rather to provide parents a tool to 

reinforce in their children the idea of stewardship for their Church and responsible giving toward others. 
Itõs a great way to teach children the value of being thankful for the gifts God gives us and the              

importance of sharing the abundance of those gifts with others. Ideally, the money ñ whatever amount 
is placed in the envelope (there is no minimum or maximum!) ñ comes from the children themselves, 
e.g., out of their allowance, rather than being just handed to them from the parents. In this way,        

Christian attitudes are nourished in the children, and this can be yet another avenue for parents and   
children to discuss responsible Christian living. 

New boxed sets of Childrenõs Envelopes for the entire new liturgical year (which started with       

Advent 2022) are available in baskets throughout the church. Families who wish to use them should 

simply take a box which contains envelopes for the entire year, with the children then returning one     

envelope each week, dropping it in the collection basket at Mass. The envelope should have the childõs 
name and amount of the offering written on it. The design on the envelope may be colored in and       
decorated in other ways if desired. The amount collected in the childrenõs envelopes is published in the 

bulletin each week. As with the usual collection offerings, the money will go toward supporting the     
mission of and programs at OLPH. 

            Encourage your children to use these envelopes as a way of growing in Christian stewardship and 
responsibility! 

NEW BOXES OF CHILDREN'S ENVELOPES ARE NOW AVAILABLE 

CHILDRENõS LITURGY OF THE WORD 

EVERY FIRST AND THIRD SUNDAY WE HOLD THE 

CHILDRENõS LITURGY OF THE WORD AT THE 10:00 

A.M. MASS.   ON OTHER WEEKS WE POST A SPECIAL 

CHILDRENõS HOMILY ON OUR YOUTUBE PAGE. 
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ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

NEW CATHOLICS WANTED and NEEDED!   
Whaʠ ʨb˛uʠ y˛ʢ?   Do you want to be baptized?  

Are you already baptized in another Christian Church 

and want to become Catholic?  
Whaʠ ˉɼʍ y˛ʢ wˉiˢ˔nʐ f˛ʞ? 

 
We offer a beautiful and life -giving process to join the Catholic Church and would love for 

you to be a part of it!  You will join with other women and men interested in becoming part 

of the Catholic faith. Together, led by members of our parish community, you will discover 

Godõs call for you! 
 

 

Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have been baptized in another Christian faith and wish 

to  become Catholic, or who have been baptized Catholic and wish to be confirmed and receive 

Holy Communion, are invited to join the process of the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults.  

Please contact Jeffrey Gaab at (631) 965-0076 or e-mail at jsg375@gmail.com to begin the     

process. 
 

 

For information about becoming part of our childrenõs process, contact the Religious Education 

office at 631-226-7725 x 251 or e-mail to religioused@oloph.org. 

December 25, 2022  

OLPH regularly offers Adult Faith Formation classes. 
These courses are wonderful opportunities for adults to 

grow in their faith and deepen their knowledge of     

Catholicism. Topics covered include the Bible,         
Sacraments, Worship, Morality, Christology and 

Church. 

Watch future bulletins for info on specific upcoming 
courses or contact Deacon Robert Becker at  

DeaconRobert@oloph.org. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 

REMINDER: CHILDRENõS BULLETINS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE  

10:00 a.m. MASS EACH WEEK  

  Remember that we have Childrenõs Bulletins available at the end of the 10:00 a.m. 

Mass each week! These special Childrenõs Bulletins are handed out at the end of the 

10:00 a.m. Mass, or you can ask one of the Ushers for one. There are two bulletins for 
children, corresponding to two different age groups: one bulletin is for younger         

children, aged 3-6, and the other is for older children, aged 7-12. The idea is to take the 

bulletin home to reinforce the message of the Gospel. Ideally, after the child completes 
the bulletin, the family can talk about it together, as a way of bringing home the Gospel 

message and connecting our liturgical celebration in church with your familyõs faith life 

at home. 



Page 10 

 

A GIFT IS WAITING FOR YOU IN THE NEW YEAR:  

PARISH LENTEN MISSION 2023  
 

òTHE EUCHARIST IS THE SOURCE AND SUMMIT OF CHRISTIAN LIFEó 

ððððLumen Gentium (Light to the Nations)  

 

 

February 21 ð March 28   

 

Join a Living the Eucharist  

small group during Lent.  

Participation will enrich your life 

 in subtle and amazing ways.  
 

During the six-week program you will: 

Gain a better understanding of the mystery of the Eucharist  

Participate more fully in Sunday Mass 
Leave Mass in a renewed zeal to let the light of Christ shine 

Nourish your spiritual life by enhancing your relationship with Jesus Christ.  

 
See the sign-up sheet in our upcoming bulletins. 

For more information, contact Jim Totino at jtotino01@gmail.com  

Deadline to join is February 5, 2023 

December 25, 2022  

Living the Eucharist 2023  LENTEN SIGN-UP FORM 
To be completed by each participant.  

NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________ 

PHONE:  HOME _________________________________________CELL ________________________________ 

EMAIL: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

AGE (if under 21): ___________ 

Six Weekly Small Group Gatherings: 
 Dates: Tuesdays - February 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21, and 28 
Location: School building (classrooms to be assigned) 

 Time: 7:00ï8:30 p.m. 
 

Yes, I will attend the six sessions ___________      
 

No, I cannot attend but am interested in participating in the program ____________   
  

Please return this form to the Rectory. The material will be distributed on the first day of Class.  
 

View the introductory video for Living the Eucharist at https://www.pemdc.org/programs/living-the-eucharist/ 
Thank you for your prayerful consideration and may the Lord bless you on this journey!  

LIVING THE EUCHARIST 

https://www.pemdc.org/programs/living-the-eucharist/
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A LETTER FROM BISHOP BARRES 


