
Page 1 

 

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 
              210 South Wellwood Avenue +  Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +        

Telephone:  631-226-7725  + Fax: 631-225-9597  
+ www.olphlindenhurst.com  +  Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

GLUTEN-FREE HOSTS 
Gluten-free hosts are available for those with 
Celiac Disease who cannot receive Holy  

Communion using the usual bread. 
If you need to receive Holy Communion using 

a gluten-free host, please stop in the sacristy 
before Mass to discuss this 
with the priest. We will be 

happy to accommodate 
you. 

The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; 

for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy 

that will be for all the people. 

For today in the city of David a savior has been born for 

you who is Christ and Lord.”  
Luke 2:10-11 

    THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

December 25, 2020 

Go to www.olph150th.com to order great 150th Anniversary Memorabilia! 

 Celebrating 150 Years   1871 2021 

PASTORAL STAFF   
Pastor: Reverend Monsignor Joseph DeGrocco 

Parochial Vicars: Reverend Fidelis Ezeani, Reverend Frank Zero, Reverend Emmanuel Okonkwo 

Deacons: Deacon William Crosby, Deacon Douglas G. Smith, Deacon Robert A. Becker 

Business Manager: Mr. Thomas Crennan 

Director of Faith Formation: Mrs. April Kleinlaut 

Music Director: Mr. Christopher Ferraro 
————————–————————————————————————-— 

Deacon Frank Odin, Retired  

COME AND PRAY…  
Our church is open  

6:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. seven days a week,  
except for Thursdays when it closes  

after the 12:15 p.m. Mass for cleaning. 
Come in and spend some time in prayer. 

Face covering and social distancing required.  
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
  Monday – Friday:  6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 

Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.  

Saturday Afternoon (Sunday Anticipated):  

5:00 p.m. (live-streamed) 

Sunday Masses:   
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. (live-streamed), 12:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass suspended until further notice. 

Mass intention will be fulfilled privately by one of the priests. 
 

LITURGY OF THE HOURS  
We pray Evening Prayer each Saturday at 4:00 p.m., 

each Sunday at 7:00 p.m., and 

Morning Prayer each Sunday at 9:15 a.m. 

on the Zoom video platform. Click on the Zoom link 

on the home page of our website. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Every Saturday, 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. 

Confessions are being heard in classrooms 

in the “new school annex” near High Street. 

See inside bulletin for safety protocols. 
Also available by individual appointment 

with one of the priests.  
 

OLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONS 
Monday afternoons 

at 12:45 p.m. in the church 
 

ADORATION OF  

THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Wednesday: 12:45 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

First Saturday: 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

 Saturday and Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.   

http://www.olph150th.com
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          Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 
210 South Wellwood Avenue, Lindenhurst, New York 11757-4989 

Phone: 631-226-7725 –Fax: 631-225-9597 - Website: olphlindenhurst.com 
 
 

 Reverend Monsignor Joseph DeGrocco 
  Pastor 

 
Christmas, 2020 
 
Dear Friends and Fellow Parishioners of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, 
 

GRACE, PEACE AND BLESSINGS TO YOU ON THIS BEAUTIFUL SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY 

OF THE LORD ― CHRISTMAS! 
 
If ever we have needed Emmanuel, God-with-us, it has been in this year of 2020, as we have all struggled with the 

coronavirus pandemic. If ever we have needed God’s light to dispel the darkness, it has been over the past ten 
months of dealing with everything we have had to deal with. 
 
That’s why it’s more important than ever that we allow the truth of what Christmas means to enter our hearts and 

our lives. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US! He came to us in His Son, Jesus Christ, and Jesus died and rose to save 

us. Because Christ is risen from the dead, we can be confident that He is victorious over whatever this world may 
present to us. I hope and pray that this Christmas brings you a renewed sense of God’s presence in your life.      
Perhaps we can use everything we have been through with the pandemic as an occasion to renew our need for 
God. When everything we thought we could rely on collapses, we should realize that it is on God alone that we 

can depend. 
 
We have done our best here at OLPH to continue to minister to you throughout the pandemic ― through        
shutdowns and limitations and all the accommodations we have had to make. We have a new on-line virtual     
presence that can keep you connected to OLPH when you are not able to be here in person because of the virus; 
be sure to read about it in this bulletin if you are not already familiar with it. As Pastor of OLPH, I hope that one 

way or another, in person or through the internet, you will stay connected to the weekly celebration of the       

Eucharist here at OLPH. 

 
To all our parishioners who consistently give so much to OLPH through your gifts, your talents, your presence 

and your financial support, I say with so much gratitude: THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU. You 

make OLPH “the place to be.” With much warmth I also offer a sincere WELCOME to our parishioners who 

have not been with us for a while. To our parishioners who have returned home, I say WELCOME HOME, and 

to family members and friends of our parishioners who are visiting us, we’re very happy to welcome you! 
 

We have so much to rejoice about here at OLPH, especially during this upcoming year as we celebrate THE 150TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE PARISH! Be sure to take note of the calendar of events for the Anniversary Year and 

be a part of it all. MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 
 
Sincerely,         

       
Reverend Monsignor Joseph DeGrocco 
Pastor 

 

PASTOR’S PAGE 

December 25, 2020 
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December 25, 2020 

 Blessing of a Christmas Tree 
 

All make the sign of the cross to begin, and then the Leader continues with this greeting: 
 

Leader: Let us glorify Christ our light, who brings salvation and peace into our midst, now and      

forever. 

All respond: Amen. 

Leader: My brothers and sisters, amidst signs and wonders 

Christ Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea: his birth 

brings joy to our hearts and enlightenment to our minds. 

With this tree, decorated and adorned, may we welcome 

Christ among us; may its lights guide us to the perfect light. 

 

Then someone proclaims the reading: 

Reader: Listen to the words of the letter of St. Paul to Titus: 

But when the kindness and generous love of God our savior 

appeared, not because of any righteous deeds we had done 

but because of his mercy, he saved us through the bath of    

rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he richly 

poured out on us through Jesus Christ our savior, so that 

we might be justified by his grace and become heirs in hope 

of eternal life. The word of the Lord. 

All respond: Thanks be to God. 

Leader: Let us ask God to send his blessing upon us and    

upon this sign of our faith in the Lord. Our response will 

be: Lord, give light to our hearts. 

That this tree of lights may remind us of the tree of glory on which Christ accomplished our           

salvation, let us pray to the Lord. R/. 

That the joy of Christmas may always be in our home, let us pray to the Lord. R/. 

That the peace of Christ may dwell in our hearts and in the world, let us pray to the Lord. R/ 

Then the Leader continues: Lord our God, we praise you for the light of creation:  the sun, the moon, 

and the stars of the night. We praise you for the light of Israel: the Law, the prophets, and the     

wisdom of the Scriptures. We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: he is Emmanuel,              

God-with-us, the Prince of Peace, who fills us with the wonder of your love. Lord God, let your 

blessing come  upon us as we illumine this tree. May the light and cheer it gives be a sign of the 

joy that fills our hearts. May all who delight in this tree come to the knowledge and joy of         

salvation. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
The lights of the tree are now illuminated. Then the Leader concludes: 

Leader: May the God of glory fill our hearts with peace and joy, now and forever. 

All respond: Amen. 

 

The blessing concludes with a verse from O Come, O Come, Emmanuel: 

O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by thine advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

And death’s dark shadow put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel.   

 

BLESSINGS TO USE AT HOME 



Page 4 

 

Blessing of a Manger/Nativity Scene 
 

The manger scene is blessed each year on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. All make the sign of 

the cross and the Leader begins:  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

All respond: Who made heaven and earth. 

Then someone proclaims the reading: 

Reader: Listen to the words of the holy gospel according to Luke:  In those days a    

decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be enrolled. 

This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria.  So all went 

to be enrolled, each to his own town. And Joseph too went up from Galilee from 

the town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem,        

because he was of the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his     

betrothed, who was with child. While they were there, the time came for her to 

have her child, and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in      

swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in 

the inn. Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and keeping 

the night watch over their flock. The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Leader: God of every nation and people, from the very beginning of creation you 

have made manifest your love: when our need for a Savior was great you sent your 

Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. To our lives he brings joy and peace, justice, 

mercy and love. Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; may it remind us of the 

humble birth of Jesus, and raise our thoughts to him, who is God-with-us and   

Savior of all, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

Christmas songs and carols may be sung, for example, It Came Upon the Midnight Clear.   

December 25, 2020 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Watch the bulletin for complete information about each event during the Anniversary Year as each one approaches. 

 

JANUARY 8, 2021―Divine Intervention Night 
Come see OLPH personalities you know and love who were contestants on Divine Intervention, 

the game show hosted by Msgr. Joe several years ago. 

Msgr. Joe will also provide behind-the-scenes information about the show and his years hosting.   

A fun night for the entire family! 
 

LENT, 2021 
In place of a Parish Mission this year,  

all parishioners will be invited to participate in a special formation program 

Living the Eucharist. A great opportunity for deepening your understanding of, and love for, the Eucharist! 
 

APRIL 23, 2021―Anniversary Year Gala Dinner Dance  
Join your fellow parishioners in an evening of a sumptuous meal, 

 great music and dancing and wonderful memories!  An occasion to dress up and have a great time!  

A Commemorative Journal will be printed in conjunction with this event. 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 27, 2021—Anniversary Year Patronal Feast Mass 
This will be the center of the whole Anniversary Year!  

There’s no better way for us to celebrate than to do so at the Eucharist. 

We’re looking to have Bishop Barres as the Presider at this Mass! 
 

JULY 17, 2021―Parish Picnic  
Join your fellow parishioners at Belmont Lake State Park on this Saturday afternoon. 

 

AUGUST 2, 2021―Summer Evening Prayer  
A special warm-weather celebration of prayer and fellowship. 

 

AUGUST 15, 2021―SPECIAL MASS FOR THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED 

VIRGIN MARY AND THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEDICATION  

OF THE FIRST CHURCH BUILDING 
We’ll do this special Marian Solemnity up big this year! 

OLPH’s own Bishop Bob Brennan has agreed to come back to preside at this Mass! 
 

November 2, 2021―Prayer Service at Parish Cemetery 
In this month of remembrance, let’s honor and pray for those buried in our parish cemetery… 

an important moment of connection with our long history! 
 

November 19, 2021―Solemn Vespers to Close the Anniversary Year 
We’ll close out the year with a Solemn Vespers (Evening Prayer)  

which will include a Recommitment of All Parish Ministers 

(and, this day also happens to be the 60th anniversary of the dedication of our current church building!)       

 Celebrating 150 Years   1871 2021 

December 25, 2020 
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December 25, 2020 

 Celebrating 150 Years   1871 2021 

BE AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE ANNIVERSARY YEAR AND SUPPORT OLPH! 

PLACE AN AD IN OUR COMMEMORATIVE JOURNAL! 
 

One of the highlights of the Anniversary Year will be a Commemorative Journal,                                                                                    

available in conjunction with our Anniversary Year Dinner Dance on April 23, 2021. 
 

Support the parish by placing an ad in our journal! Ads can be taken in the name of your family, or your business, and can    

include congratulatory wishes to the parish, or it can be a memorialization of deceased loved ones, or an expression of         grati-

tude to God. Honor that special priest, family members living or deceased, or just say thanks for the memories. If you’re creative, 

prepare your own ad; if you’re not that creative, just send us your message and our team will create the ad for you!                                          

There are many possibilities! 
 

Note the deadline date of March 15, 2021! 
 

Don’t miss out! Send in your ad copy and payment TODAY! 
 

If you need additional information, or have questions, contact Bob Dobres 631-592-8697 or Mike Hearney 631-560-0451.  
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 Celebrating 150 Years   1871 2021 

Use this form to order great 150th Anniversary Memorabilia! 

December 25, 2020 
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SAFETY PROTOCOLS FOR BEING IN CHURCH 

FOR THE SAFETY OF EVERYONE, ALL WHO ENTER MUST: 
 

► WEAR A FACE MASK OR FACE COVERING ─ NO EXCEPTIONS 

► REMAIN AT LEAST SIX (6) FEET APART, SIDE-TO-SIDE AND IN        

   FRONT OF AND BEHIND YOU 

► SIT IN DESIGNATED SEATS ONLY  

► ENTER ONLY THROUGH WELLWOOD AVENUE DOORS 

► EXIT ONLY THROUGH SIDE DOORS ON NORTH AND SOUTH SIDE 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Confessions are being celebrated in the school building, 

in classrooms in the “new school” annex along High Street 

every Saturday, 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. until further notice. 

Each priest will be in his own classroom. 

These are the protocols that must be followed for going to Confession: 

► Entry is only via the blue doors at the north end of the hallway (off of the 

small parking lot) 

► Exit is only via the doors at the south end of the hallway (into the large 

parking lot) 

► Everyone — priests and penitents — is required to wear face masks or 

face coverings 

► Lines on the floor will indicate a 6-foot social distance between those 

waiting on line outside each classroom 

► Signs on easels outside the classroom will indicate the name of the 

priest who is in the classroom 

► Social distancing and plexiglass dividers will keep a safe distance         

between priest and penitent, whether the penitent celebrates anonymously 

or face-to-face (both options are available) 

IF YOU CANNOT YET COME BACK TO MASS... 

Live-Stream Mass 
We live-stream the 5:00 p.m. Saturday and 10:00 a.m. Sunday Mass each week.  

You can join us virtually using one of the following: 
The link at the top of the OLPH website:               

    www.olphlindenhurst.com  

OLPH Facebook page: @olphlindenhurst 
OLPH YouTube Channel:  

OLPH Church Lindenhurst 

December 25, 2020 
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December 25, 2020 

Solemnity of Mary,  

 the Holy Mother of God 
(Holy Day) 

 

 

Mass Schedule: 

Eve of the Solemnity,  

Thursday, December 31, 2020: 

5:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, January 1, 2021:  

10:00 a.m. & 12:15 p.m.  

JANUARY 1 — SOLEMNITY OF MARY,   

THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

Evening Prayer 
We pray Evening Prayer  

each Saturday at 4:00 p.m.,  

each Sunday at 7:00 p.m., and 

Morning Prayer each Sunday  

at 9:15 a.m. on the Zoom video 

platform.  Click on the Zoom link 

on the home page of our website. 
 

“The Liturgy of the Hours is intended to become the 
prayer of the whole People of God. In it Christ himself 
‘continues his priestly work through his 
Church….Pastors of souls should see to it that the     
principal hours, especially Vespers (Evening Prayer)  are 

celebrated in common in church on Sundays and on the 
more solemn feasts.’” 

-Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1175  

SPECIAL NEEDS 

MINISTRY 
 

Mass for all People  
With Special Needs 

 

Suspended until further notice  

due to the Coronavirus. 

Novena 
to Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 

The Monday Novena to Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help has 
been a longstanding OLPH    

tradition. Each Monday,        
parishioners pray to seek the help and assistance 

of the Lord for healing, family, children and the 
needs of the world, seeking the intercession of the 

Blessed Mother.  The ritual concludes with       
veneration of a relic of St. Catherine Laboure.  
Take some time each Monday to join in the 

OLPH Novena. 

Every Monday at 12:45 p.m. 

Unless otherwise noted. 

 SUNDAY’S WORD 

BOOKS  AVAILABLE 
The new Sunday’s Word 

books for the new liturgical 
year (Cycle B) which started 

the First  Sunday of Advent,   
November 29, are available 

at the rectory for the         
purchase price of $3.00. 
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December 25, 2020 

NEW BOXES OF CHILDREN'S ENVELOPES ARE NOW AVAILABLE 
    The new boxes of Children’s Envelopes for the upcoming liturgical year are now available! 

Children should use these envelopes to make their offering in the weekly collection basket at Mass, 
in addition to their family’s offering. 
    The purpose of the envelopes is not a money-raising one, but rather to provide parents a tool to          

reinforce in their children the idea of stewardship for their Church and responsible giving toward  
others. It’s a great way to teach children the value of being thankful for the gifts God gives us and the 

importance of sharing the abundance of those gifts with others. Ideally, the money — whatever 
amount is placed in the envelope (there is no minimum or maximum!) — comes from the children 

themselves, e.g., out of their allowance, rather than being just handed to them from the parents. In 

this way, Christian attitudes are nourished in the children, and this can be yet another avenue for  

parents and children to discuss responsible Christian living. 

    New boxed sets of Children’s Envelopes for the entire new liturgical year (starting with  

Advent 2020) are available in baskets throughout the church. Families who wish to use them 

should simply take a box which contains envelopes for the entire year, with the children then         

returning one envelope each week, dropping it in the collection basket at Mass. The envelope should 
have the child’s name and amount of the offering written on it. The design on the envelope may be 

colored in and decorated in other ways if desired. The amount collected in the children’s envelopes is 
published in the bulletin each week. As with the usual  collection offerings, the money will go toward 

supporting the mission of and programs at OLPH. 
            Encourage your children to use these envelopes as a way of growing in Christian stewardship 
and responsibility! 

FIRST FRIDAY, 
FIRST SATURDAY 

& FIRST SUNDAY DEVOTIONS 

All are invited to come and pray  
with our parish community. 

 
 

First Saturday Devotions—in honor of Our Lady 

of Fatima—will be conducted Saturday, January 2    

beginning with the Rosary at 7:40 a.m., Mass at 

8:00 a.m. and continued devotion following Mass.  
 

Each month, all are invited to join the members of 
the Nocturnal Adoration Society for Eucharistic   

Adoration.  Adoration will be held on Saturday, 

January 2 from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Reflecting the    

diverse community present at OLPH, each hour of 
the evening is celebrated in different languages 
(English, Spanish and Polish). The evening           

concludes with Benediction at 9:30 p.m.  Please 

note: A mask MUST be worn by all who attend 

First Saturday Adoration. Anyone not wearing a 

mask will be asked to leave. 
 

First Sunday Devotions —Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament will take place on Sunday, January 3 at 
7:00 p.m. 
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RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

NEW CATHOLICS WANTED and NEEDED!   

What about you?   Do you want to be baptized?  

Are you already baptized in another Christian church 

and want to become Catholic?  
What are you waiting for? 

 
We offer a beautiful and life-giving process to join the Catholic Church and would love for 

you to be a part of it!  You will join with other women and men interested in becoming part 

of the Catholic faith. Together, led by members of our parish community, you will discover 

God’s call for you! 
 

 

Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have been baptized in another Christian faith and wish 

to  become Catholic, or who have been baptized Catholic and wish to be confirmed and receive 

Holy Communion, are invited to join the process of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.  

Please contact Jeffrey Gaab at (631) 965-0076 or e-mail at jsg375@gmail.com to begin the     

process. 
 

 

For information about becoming part of our children’s process, contact the Religious Education 

office at 631-226-7725 x 251 or e-mail to religioused@oloph.org. 

 CONFIRMATION 
Are you an adult interested in receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation? 

 

If you are a baptized Catholic, and have received first Holy            

Communion but still need Confirmation, we offer a process for you.   
 

For adults who desire more information, contact Robert Becker at           

631-226-6175 or e-mail to rabecker9550@gmail.com For teenagers and 

their families who desire more information, contact the Faith Formation 

Office at 631.226.7725, x.251 or e-mail to religioused@oloph.org. 

ADULT CONFIRMATION 

December 25, 2020 

OLPH regularly offers Adult Faith Formation classes. 
These courses are wonderful opportunities for adults to 

grow in their faith and deepen their knowledge of     

Catholicism. Topics covered include the Bible,         
Sacraments, Worship, Morality, Christology and 

Church. 

Watch future bulletins for info on specific upcoming 
courses or contact Deacon Robert Becker at  

DeaconRobert@oloph.org. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 
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December 25, 2020 

DOWNLOAD THE OLPH APP 

Watch for the updated  

2021 Ministry Directory  

available on  

our OLPH website 

www.olphlindenhurst.com   

and on the OLPH App! 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING?  CHECK OUT OUR NEW DIRECTORY! 
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December 25, 2020 

ENGRAVED BRICK MEMORIAL GARDEN   

JOSEPH & MARY 

If you would like to add a heart or a cross to your brick, it will be engraved on the left hand side. 
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December 25, 2020 

OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION 
Located in the Rectory 

Phone # 631.226.7725 x. 253 

Email: religioused@oloph.org 

Director: Mrs. April Kleinlaut 

(akleinlaut@oloph.org) 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 
 

Monday: 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Thursday: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Friday: CLOSED 

Saturday: By Appointment 

Need service hours? Join the Service Corps!  

Participants in 6th grade through college 

are welcome to join in the fun and better 

your community. How does it work?  

It’s simple: just email April at  

akleinlaut@oloph.org and give her your 

name, grade, and email. As events pop-up, 

emails requesting your service will go out! 

ALL LEVELS 

There will be NO CLASSES on  

Saturday, December 26, 

Wednesday, December 30, 

and Saturday, January 2 

due to the Christmas Break   

LEVELS 6, 7 and 8 

Make sure to take time 

over the break to make 

finishing touches to 

your Workbook and 

Mass Journal! 

New  Registration 2021/22 Year 
New registrants may begin registering January 4, 2021. This includes all students who will be in 1st 

grade in September 2021, all students in grades 1-7 who wish to begin religious instruction, and all 

homeschooled or Catholic school students who have not registered with the Office who must receive 

their sacraments at their home parish of OLPH. New 

registrants MUST make an appointment to register, 

and a baptismal certificate is required at the time of 

registration ― no exceptions.  
 

Returning Families:  
Families wishing to continue their child’s religious  

education will be sent a letter in March 2021 regarding 

registration, which will begin in April. Please call our 

office for more information on re-registering.  

Our first official registration week is in the  

Winter Break of February 2021  
 

Tuesday, Feb. 16, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Wed., Feb. 17, 12:00 p.m.– 8:00 p.m. 

Thurs., Feb. 18, 9:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

Saturday Feb. 20, 9:00 a.m.– 1:00 p.m. 

Monday, Feb. 22, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  

Our office is always closed Fridays!  
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul      
Located in Room 24 of the School  

Use Parking Lot located 

on corner of Gates & High Streets 

 631.226.7725 x. 234 
The office is open:   

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

 9:00 a.m.—12:00 Noon 

 1st & 3rd Saturdays: 1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m. 
 

  Imagine how Mary felt at the birth of Jesus: excited, 
awed, frightened. Deep faith was her light in the        
darkness, for Jesus was born during the night of the year 
when darkness is the longest.  

   Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

brings light into the darkness surrounding the heart of 

those living in poverty, bringing them the real, lasting, 

and deep joy of Christmas. 

LATEST FOOD PANTRY LIST! 
 

BAKED BEANS 

MACARONI AND CHEESE 

INSTANT MASHED POTATOES 

JELLY OR JAM 

PANCAKE SYRUP 

SHELF STABLE MILK 

PASTA SAUCE 

CANNED FRUIT 

COFFEE 

TOILET PAPER 

 
Please bring your donations to the St. VdP office: 

Monday, Wednesday or Friday 9:00 a.m.—12:00 Noon 
or 1st & 3rd Saturday 1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m.  

or drop off on the sanctuary steps in the church. 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

Cut out this list and take it to the store! 

December 25, 2020 

† AN EXPANSION OF OUR MEMORIAL CARD PROGRAM 
 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is happy to announce an expansion of our Memorial 

Card program.  In addition to updated Living Memorial cards, we are now able to offer  

Special Occasion cards.  These are a great way to commemorate a special occasion 

(birthday, anniversary, get well, thank you, holiday, etc.) while supporting SVDP’s efforts 
to provide not just food, but also financial, material and spiritual aid to our neighbors. 

 
 

Memorial/Special Occasion card envelopes are available on the pew ledges or in the SVDP 

Food Pantry (M-W-F, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon and 1st & 3rd Saturdays, 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.) 
or at the Rectory. The Memorial or Special Occasion Card acknowledging your donation 
will be sent to the person/family indicated on the form.  
 

 

Please contact the SVDP Office at 631-226-7725 X 234 for more information. 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 Bereavement Ministry: Linda Arpino—631.592.1062—forubabe77@gmail.com 

 Blue Door Thrift Boutique: Tricia Buckley—631.561.5790—thebluedoor@oloph.org 

 Catholics for the Freedom of Religion:  Kathy Feldman—631 225-9864— cdefeldman@optonline.net   

 Community Meal: Mary Leon— mleon719@yahoo.com 

 Homeless Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com—Peggy Pannullo—631. 921.5994—justin97@aol.com 

 Hospital Visitors: Peter O’Neill—631-226-6340—oneillp@optonline.net 

 Middle Ages: Gail Tonnessen—631.957.1449—gtonness@optonline.net 

 Nursing Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com 

 Respect Life Committee: Louise Perrotta—631.412.3831—louiseperrotta@optonline.net 

 St. Vincent de Paul Society: Bill Stysiack—631.226.7725, x. 234 

 Senior Moments/Spirituality: Virginia Beyrer—631-226-6635 

 Special Needs Ministry: Jessica Becker Paolo—631.226.6175—jbecker@oloph.org 

mailto:cdefeldman@optonline.net
mailto:mleon719@yahoo.com
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY  

Move Around With Us, Inc.  
A non-profit organization created by Fr. 

Fidelis to help young Nigerians who are 

in desperate need of wheelchairs but  

cannot afford such luxuries. You can 

help! If you have (in good condition) 

and no longer need such items please 

contact Fr. Fidelis at the rectory who, 

with the Pastor’s permission, will collect and arrange for the items’ 

transport overseas.   
                                       (Charitable donation tax letter available upon request)  

FR. FIDELIS NEEDS YOUR HELP!, 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU,  THANK YOU! 

  

The Life Center of Long Island  
sincerely thanks to OLPH Parish 

for their donation to  

the baby bottle campaign.   

May God bless you for your support of  life! 

 

Please remember to return any empty bottles too! 

SUPPORT OLPH THROUGH AMAZON.COM 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic 

way for you to support OLPH every time 

you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop 
at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as                  
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 

the purchase price to OLPH.  

Use our custom link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/11-1797184. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_raas_lsmi_smi
https://esgvch.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/amazon.png
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Mission to Haiti 

 

 Would you like to touch the hearts of those less fortunate than you?   

  

      Every January, since 2004, groups of volunteers, many from OLPH and 

Lindenhurst have been going to Haiti, to help the poorest of the poor.           

Organized by Charlie Moran and with the help of many volunteers and the 

Franciscan Friars and Sisters of the Renewal, they build hundreds of houses, 

hand out tons food and clothing to starving families, and treat thousands of 

adults and children in the medical clinic. They teach and do farming, water 

purification projects, and support a local orphanage of disabled children.  

They teach the faith to the children and administer all the sacraments to the 

people in the area. Much comfort and joy is given and received through this 

work.  

      Volunteers all fund raise and pay their own way to go on these mission 

trips. It still costs thousands of dollars to provide this work.  Please         

prayerfully consider helping us out with a donation for this Haiti mission trip 

scheduled for January 1st-10th 2021. 

      Our organization is called “Friar Suppliers.”  We are a 501-C-3          

tax-exempt organization with no overhead.  Every penny goes directly to the 

poor in Haiti. 

      If you can help us serve the poor, please send your check payable to 

“Friar Suppliers”- OLPH at 583 S 7th St. Lindenhurst, NY 11757.   

 

Thank you for your help, 

Charlie Moran                    

          Friar Suppliers 

                    Providing for the Franciscan Friars and Sisters 

                    Of the Renewal one Friar Supplier at a time 

583 S. 7th St. 

Lindenhurst, NY 11757 

Phone: 631-682-4298 

Fax: 631-226-0050 

E-Mail: friarsuppliers@gmail.com 

Web: www.friarsuppliers.com 

 

December 25, 2020 
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PRAYING FOR AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as well as those 

in danger of death, should receive the  Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick. Please call the Parish Office and ask 

for one of our priests. 
 

If you or a family member are ill and wish to receive Holy 

Communion, please contact the parish office. One of our  
parish priests will come visit you and an Extraordinary     

Minister of Holy Community will then visit each week.  

We pray for the sick and the homebound of our parish at each and every Mass.  

December 25, 2020 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted."    Matthew 5:4 
 

If you are mourning the loss of a loved one, the support of your Catholic faith community 

should be a source of comfort and strength. A bereavement group run by trained facilitators 

helps grieving people learn skills for navigating their loss and opportunities to share their     

stories of loss. The Bereavement Support Group is a parish-based ministry responding to the 

needs of the recently bereaved by offering emotional, and sometimes practical, support as they 

learn to cope with their loss.  
 

If you have suffered the loss of a loved one and would like to 

know more about the OLPH Support Group Program, please 

contact Linda Arpino at 631-592-1062 or Marige Reyes at 631-

608-3658. You may also leave your name and contact                 

information with the receptionist in the rectory.   

REMINDER REGARDING THE COMMUNION FAST 
 

      Please remember that we are supposed to observe a  Communion Fast before receiving 

Holy Communion. This means we do not eat any foods or drink any liquids for one hour 

before receiving Holy Communion, the only exception being water or medicine. This also 
means that we are not to chew gum during Mass, and certainly not while we are coming 

forward to receive Holy Communion. Let’s be sure we are appropriately prepared to      

receive Holy Communion by observing this important rule of the Church. 

GLUTEN-FREE HOSTS 

Gluten-free hosts are available for those with Celiac Disease 
who cannot receive Holy Communion using the usual bread. 

If you need to receive Holy Communion using a gluten-free 

host, please stop in the sacristy before Mass to discuss this 
with the priest. We will be happy to accommodate you. 
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SERVING AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER 

December 25, 2020 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  AND CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parish Phone: (631) 226-7725  Parish Fax: (631) 225-9597 
Directory of Phone Extensions 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Baptism ceremonies are held on the second and fourth Sundays of the month. 
Parents wishing to have a child baptized must attend a baptism preparation     
session before the baptism; these sessions are held on the first and third         
Thursdays of the month excluding holidays. Contact the Parish Office to begin 
the process of having your child baptized. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as well as those in danger of death, 
should receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please call the Parish 
Office and ask for one of our priests. 
 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have been baptized in another Christian 
faith and wish to become Catholic, or who have been baptized Catholic and wish 
to be confirmed and receive Holy Communion, are invited to join the process of 
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Please contact Jeffrey Gaab at (631) 965
-0076 or e-mail at jsg375@gmail.com to begin the process. 
 

ADULT CONFIRMATION 

Adults who have been baptized Catholic and who have received Holy            
Communion but who still need the Sacrament of Confirmation should enroll in 
our Adult Confirmation Classes. Please contact Deacon Robert Becker at 631-
226-6175 or e-mail to DeaconRobert@oloph.org. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Please contact the Parish Office at least SIX MONTHS before the desired date of 
your wedding.   

YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Vincent Boccanfuso 
Eileen Corticchia (Chair) 

Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 
Jeffrey Gaab 
Joselyn Kalt 
Mary Leon 

Rachelle Louis-Jacques 
Carlton Mitchell 
Kevin Sabella, Jr. 
Kevin Sabella, Sr. 

Adele Venezia 
 

Please feel free to speak to any 
member of the Pastoral Council 

with any questions you might have. 
 
 

YOUR PARISH TRUSTEES 

Gerry Chille 
John Reynolds 

 

YOUR PARISH  

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

David Barrett 
Bill Bendernagel  

Gerry Chille (Chair) 
Thomas Crennan 

Meg Danaher, CFP®, CLU®  

Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 
Marie Gagneron 

Kenneth Hale 
Bob Meade 
Bob Mehm  

John Reynolds 
Kevin Sabella, Sr.  

Please feel free to speak to any 
member of the Finance Committee 
with any questions you might have. 

 
 

YOUR PARISH  

LITURGY COMMITTEE 

Fauvette Auguste  
Deacon Robert Becker 

Mark Costantino 
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 

Chris Ferraro 
MaryAnn Haas 

Jenine Jimenez-Spina  
Denise Martinez  
Barbara McPhail 

Deacon Doug Smith 
Mike Williams 
Fr. Frank Zero  

 

Please feel free to speak to any 
member of the Liturgy Committee 

with any questions you might have. 

Name Ext Email 

Carmel Becker, Bulletin 246 cbecker@oloph.org 

Carole Carrano, Parish Secretary 212 ccarrano@oloph.org 

Linda Coppola, Business Office Assistant 214 lcoppola@oloph.org 

Thomas Crennan, Business Manager 204 tcrennan@oloph.org 

Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco, Pastor 206 msgrjoe@oloph.org 

Fr. Fidelis Ezeani, Associate Pastor 226 fadaprince4christ@yahoo.com 

Faith Formation Office 253 religioused@oloph.org 

Christopher Ferraro, Director of Music 210 cferraro@oloph.org 

April Kleinlaut, Director of Faith Formation 257 akleinlaut@oloph.org 

Fr. Emmanuel Okonkwo 223 emmaokons@yahoo.com 

Rectory Reception Desk 200  

St. Vincent de Paul 234 stvincentdepaul@oloph.org 

Josephine Vagelatos,  

Administrative Assistant to the Pastor 

206 

 

jvagelatos@oloph.org 

Fr. Frank Zero, Associate Pastor 203 fzero@oloph.org 
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 The winning tickets for our GOLDEN TICKET RAFFLE  

were drawn Saturday night, November 21, with the drawing live streamed. 

Here are the winners of  the money prizes: 
 

1st Ticket drawn, $500 prize: 1st Ticket drawn, $500 prize: Ticket # 372  - Noreen Koudelka 

50th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: 50th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: Ticket # 410  - Mr. & Mrs. Robert Coppola 

100th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: 100th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: Ticket # 088 - Diane Falcone, Mary Colletti 

150th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: 150th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: Ticket # 016 - Michael Vilardi 

200th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: 200th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: Ticket # 198 - Joseph Mirabile 

250th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: 250th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: Ticket # 167 - Michele Crosby 

300th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: 300th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: Ticket # 074 - Jim & Jackie Totino  

350th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: 350th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: Ticket # 077 - Mary Wilmarth 

400th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: 400th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: Ticket # 137 - Christopher Sessa 

450th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: 450th Ticket drawn, $200 prize: Ticket # 247 - John Danna 

491st Ticket drawn, $300 prize: 491st Ticket drawn, $300 prize: Ticket # 344 - Rich & Mary Ann Haas 

492nd Ticket drawn, $400 prize: 492nd Ticket drawn, $400 prize: Ticket # 331 - John & Mary Lee Danaher 

493rd Ticket drawn, $500 prize: 493rd Ticket drawn, $500 prize: Ticket # 236 - John & Maggie Rago 

494th Ticket drawn, $600 prize: 494th Ticket drawn, $600 prize: Ticket # 498 - Carolyn E. Dobres 

495th Ticket drawn, $700 prize: 495th Ticket drawn, $700 prize: Ticket # 384 - SVdP Zoom Group 

496th Ticket drawn, $800 prize: 496th Ticket drawn, $800 prize: Ticket # 324 - Michele Perri 

497th Ticket drawn, $900 prize: 497th Ticket drawn, $900 prize: Ticket # 239 - Frank Policano 

498th Ticket drawn, $1,000 prize: 498th Ticket drawn, $1,000 prize: Ticket # 064 - Mary Aretakis 

499th Ticket drawn, $2,500 prize: 499th Ticket drawn, $2,500 prize: Ticket # 045 - Chris & Dan Volpe 

500th Ticket drawn, $10,000 prize 500th Ticket drawn, $10,000 prize Ticket # 033 - Carolyn R. Novak 

 

GOLDEN TICKET 2020 PRIZE WINNERS 
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