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Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam 
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Mission Statement 

“Trusting in God, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, and, motivated by Christ’s Life, Death 
and Resurrection, we, the people of God, 
under the protection of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, accept as our mission, the 
evangelization of our parishioners both active 
and inactive.  We accept the call to bring all 
to a personal, Covenant relationship with 
Jesus as Lord and Savior, to live the Paschal 
Mystery and to promote the spiritual health 
and growth of everyone in our parish 
community.”                   ����
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK  

JULY 15–  FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

6:30  Mass for the People of the Parish 

8:00  Book of the Faithful Departed 
9:30  Thomas Sciara 

11:00 
Living & Deceased Members of the Christian 
Mother’s & Guild 

12:30  Robert D’Elia 

5:00 Joseph Giordano (Living) 

6:30 Polish Mass 
MONDAY: JULY 16– Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel  
8:00  Anne & John Millett 
12:00  Marion Ierardi 
7:00 Catherine Lomangino Troiano 
7:30 Devotions (Novena) 

TUESDAY: JULY 17– Weekday 

8:00  Velluccie Family (Living & Deceased Members) 
12:00 Peter Giordano 
7:00 Martha Mullan 

WEDNESDAY: JULY 18– St. Camillus de Lellis, Priest 

8:00  Joseph L. Bernard (In Honor of OLPH) 

12:00  Melchiore Cucchiara 

7:00  Louise LaMorte 

THURSDAY: JULY 19–  

8:00  David Fellin 
12:00  Mary & John Kollar 
7:00 John Tyrie 

FRIDAY: JULY 20—St. Apollinaris, Bishop & Martyr  

8:00  William S. Scorzari 

12:00 Catherine Savage Marko & Joshua 
7:00 Salvatore & Filomena Caleste 
SATURDAY: JULY 21—St. Lawrence of Brindisi, 

Priest and Doctor of the Church 
8:00  Orazio D’Onofrio 
9:00 James Casey 
VIGIL  MASS –  
5:00 Arthur Martrano 
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Sean, John &  Kevin Kennedy 
&  Charlie Berminghan  

Requested by 
Peggy Kennedy 
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 Well, I told you I like to write! I consider this Pastor’s 
Letter in the bulletin each week as an important vehicle for 
communication from me to you, so I will try to make it 
substantial and informative. 
 
Some publications 
 I would like you to be aware of writing that I do and 
books I have had published; perhaps something might in-
trigue you for further reading. Here is a partial list: 
 • a twice-monthly column “The Church at Prayer” in 
our diocesan newspaper, The Long Island Catholic; 
 • the “Q & A” column in Pastoral Liturgy, a journal 
published six times a year by Liturgy Training Publica-
tions; 
 • the book Take and Eat: Living Eucharistically, 
(Catholic Book Publishing Company) 
 • the book A Pastoral Commentary on the General In-
struction of the Roman Missal 
 • the book A Ministry of Consolation: Involving Your 
Parish in the Order of Christian Funerals (yes, I co-wrote 
the book on this that got it all started!) 
 Also, these books or articles are in process and will be 
published either starting in the Fall or within the next year 
or so: The Church at Worship, a collection of many of my 
Long Island Catholic columns of the first six years; a Dic-
tionary of Liturgical Terms; articles introducing the docu-
ments The General Instruction of the Roman Missal and 
Norms for the Distribution and Reception of Holy Com-
munion Under Both Kinds in The Liturgy Documents (a 
book collecting documents about the liturgy); and “The 
Roman Missal” sections in the 2014 Sourcebook for Sun-
days, Seasons and Workdays: The Almanac for Pastoral 
Liturgy from Liturgy Training Publications. 
 
Priests do more than just parish work… 
 In addition, it is not uncommon for parish priests to 
serve the needs of the diocese in other capacities beyond 
the parish. Fr. John, for example, does great work with 
young people at Hope House ministries in Port Jefferson. I 
have been appointed to several diocesan committees which 
require going to meetings and working on various projects: 
the Presbyteral Council; the College of Consultors; the Di-
ocesan Liturgy Commission; the Facilities and Real Estate 
Committee; and the Catholic Home Care Foundation 
Board. 
 
Some good financial news 
 I received some good news from the Diocese this week. 
As you know, each parish is assessed a certain amount to 
pay to contribute to the overall costs of Catholic elemen-
tary schools in the diocese. However, due to the difficult 
financial situation of the parish, we have been granted an 
exemption this year. This exemption will be a big step for-
ward in moving closer to a balanced budget, and I am 

grateful for it. 
 Along with becoming familiar with all other aspects of 
the parish, I am of course familiarizing myself with our 
financial situation. We have close to one million dollars 
(yes, that’s right, one million) in unpaid bills to the dio-
cese. However, things are not as bleak as they might seem 
upon hearing that statement. I am confident that we can 
come up with a financial plan that will not only allow us to 
continue to pay for all the wonderful ministries and pro-
grams that make OLPH a vibrant community of faith, but 
also find a way to pay down that debt. I am in the process 
of reviewing everything with Deacon Don Stamm, our 
business manager, and with the appropriate diocesan au-
thorities, and soon will begin reactivating our parish Fi-
nance Committee for their advice and expertise. More in-
formation will follow in future columns. 
 I will always be upfront and transparent with you about 
the financial situation of the parish, giving you updates and 
information, and it is my intention once a year to give you 
a complete review of the overall state of the parish, in 
terms of both finances and pastoral activity. 
 
Volunteers? No, Offerers! 
 Many people at OLPH are extraordinarily generous in 
giving of themselves in many ways. When it comes to such 
activity in a parish, I personally don’t like to refer to it as 
“volunteering.” I think the word “volunteer” is fine for 
other activities, but the word implies a certain convenience, 
doing something on one’s own terms, and is used as the 
opposite of getting paid for work. Volunteering is optional. 
Service to one’s Church, however, is something com-
pletely different since it stems from one’s baptismal re-
sponsibility to participate in the mission of the Church and 
to build up the body of Christ. It is the offering of oneself 
in humble service. It involves a sacrificial heart. Some-
times it is referred to as “stewardship” (although unfortu-
nately right away people think of money when they think 
of stewardship, and I am referring to something beyond 
money) or “engagement” or “ownership.” I like to think of 
it as taking responsibility for making one’s parish all it 
should be, since we are all in this together. In the future, it 
is this sense not of “volunteering” but of offering oneself 
that I would like us all to cultivate. 

This is one area that we are looking to develop in 
the future. We are going to need lots of people who are 
active and engaged in the mission, especially in the ar-
eas of liturgical ministry. In the months ahead we will 
need to increase the number of readers, extraordinary min-
isters of Holy Communion, altar servers, and we will need 
to develop ministries to assist at funerals and weddings – to 
name but a few areas where we need offerers. 
 
Now that you mention it… 
 There is one offering of service that I would like to ask 
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for right now: it’s an offering of the talent of sewing. I 
would like to have hand-made worthy and dignified baptis-
mal “bibs” for infants who are baptized, for the white gar-
ment give to them as part of the ritual. It would be some-
thing very simple to do, and not involve a lot of time. One 
person or a team of people could do it. If you are inter-
ested and would like more information, please call me 
at extension 256 for more details. 
 
 There are several other topics I wanted to touch on this 
week, but I should keep to two pages, so I’ll talk about 
those things next time. Starting next time will be a 

“Liturgy Notes” section of my letter where I will offer a 
brief teaching about liturgy in general or about our liturgi-
cal practices here at OLPH. 
 
In conclusion… 
 Together, let’s aim high in Christ.  Together,  let’s 
bring out the best in each other. 
 Together, let’s be the best we can be in Christ. 
 And let’s always remember: LOVE IS A GIFT. 
 
Sincerely, 
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As Christian Stewards in Today’s World, We “Walk by Faith.”  
  July 15, 2012 — 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time   
 Today’s readings are about being chosen and sent.  The prophet Amos was 
chosen by the Lord and sent to use his talents for the people of God.  The 
Gospel recounts the story of the sending of the 12 disciples.  St. Paul reminds 
us that we too are chosen.  To whom have I been sent?  For what have I been 
chosen? 
   We are grateful this week for all stewards in our parish who develop 
their talents to the fullest in order to serve our parish community in ministries 
ranging from computers to religious education, from Outreach to parish choir, 
from prayer groups to youth groups, etc.! 

W E E K L Y  O F F E R T O R YW E E K L Y  O F F E R T O R Y   
 

Your Parish Finance Council has suggested that this simple bar graph be added to our weekly bulletin to 
illustrate the gap between the Sunday collection and the amount needed to achieve a balanced parish budget.  
Since the beginning of our fiscal year, September 1, 2011, we have experienced a weekly shortfall in 
collections.   It is urgent that we begin to reverse this trend. 
 

O U R  P A R I S H ’ S  F I N A N C I A L H E A L T H   

D E P E N D S  O N  Y O U R  G E N E R O S I T Y �
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JOIN FAITH DIRECT 
YOUR DESIGNATED OFFERING IS MADE AUTOMATICALLY!  

B A N N S  O F  M A R R I A G E   
 

Third Time:   
Andres Pierre-Louis & Anne S. Seide ( Both of St. Gerard Majella, Hollis, Queens) 

 

Second Time: 
Michael Incandela & Desiree Annucaro (Both of OLPH) 

PRAY FOR THE SICK  
Frederick Nuss  Joseph Ayers 

Frank Lent  Frances Eng 
Agostino Pecoraro 

Dear God,  
         We place our worries in Your 
hands and ask that You restore 
Your servant to health again. 

Weekly 
July 1, 2012 

         

Weekly 
July 2, 2011 
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Maria Minchilli 
Margaret Guardino 
Agnes F. Hanratty  

Rita P. Burke 
We ask you,  O God, 
 to be our quiet strength and consolation 

�
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 Amiya Nicole Kozlowski 
Oliver Shane DeBord 

 
We Welcome you, with 
love, to our parish 
family! 

Total Mass attendance for weekend of June 30/July1: 2,047 parishioners 

           July 2/3 2011:  2,042 parishioners 

 All envelopes must have your account number and offering amount 
indicated in order for those weekly and special donations to be cred-
ited on your account.  Separate checks in each envelopes, please.. 
 Remember you must be registered (filled out an information card) 
in the parish in order to receive envelopes. Thank you. 
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PARISH NEWS  
�� The 2013 Mass Book will be opened on Tuesday, July 17.  (There is still a limit of 10 Masses per person) There 

are still many dates available for September through December 2012. 
 

�� The OLPH Community of Praise Prayer Group meets Tuesday evenings at 7:45pm in the Convent Meeting 
Room. Please enter through the front Convent door. All are welcome. 

 

�� PRAYER SHAWLS  - The Legion of Mary and our parishioners have been making prayer shawls to be given to the 
homebound, the ill and, now, the Life Center is asking for 24 of them (by October) to be used in their Rachel's 
Vineyead (counseling women who have had abortions).  If you can assist us please make the shawl (2 to 2 1/2 ft x 4 
feet) and say prayers while doing so.  You may drop them off for us or call Louise (412-3831) and we'll have a 
priest bless them.  Thank you and God bless you for your assistance. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS  

�� Tune into “RELIGION AND ROCK” with Msgr. Jim Vlaun on Sunday from 7-8 am on WBAB 102.3 FM or 95.3 
FM on Long Island’s East End.  Listen on Saturdays at 11PM on Sirius Radio, Channel 159, the Catholic 
Channel and 11 PM on XM Satellite, Channel 117.  To listen online or receive more information regarding 
“Religion and Rock” go to www.ReligionandRock.com or at “Religion & Rock” on ITUNES. 

 

�� Divine Intervention,  hosted by Msgr. Joe DeGrocco , can be seen on Telecare, the television station of the 
diocese of Rockville Centre, on the following days and at these times:�

   Sundays, 10:30 p.m. -�� � Mondays, 1:00 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.� � Tuesdays, 11:00 a.m.�
   Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m.� � Thursdays, 8:00 p.m.� � � � � � Saturdays, 8:00 p.m.�
 And, for the insomniacs, Monday-Saturday, 4:30 a.m.!� Cablevision Channel 29;� Verizon FiOS Channel 296;�Or  
 watch live at www.telecaretv.org 
 

�� VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Catholic Charities in Amityville is seeking a volunteer to assist in clerical 
responsibilities.  Assistance is needed for approximately 6 hours per week.  Days and hours flexible.  If you are 
interested please contact Mary Ellen Kwiecinski, Volunteer Coordinator 516-733-7044.�

�

�� Tabor Retreat Center 60 Anchor Avenue, Oceanside, NY  11572 , 516-536-3004  Email:TaborRetreats@Juno.com  
WWW.TaborRetreatCenter.org CARING FOR LOVED ONES WITH MEMORY IMPAIRMENTS, July 28 
from 9:30 am – 5 pm  Presenter:  Sr. M. Peter Lillian DiMaria, O. Carm. BA, LNHA, Director., Avila Institute of 
Gerontology, Inc. Germantown, NY. ����� �����	
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�� Family, Marriage and Individual Therapy—provided by NYS licensed therapists available to our parish and 147 
other parishes. Services provided by Catholic Counseling Center. Most insurance policies, including Medicare, are 
honored. Confidential information and appointments: call Dr. Giuliani 631-243-2503 or go to our website: http://
thecatholiccounselingcenter.com.����

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY : ALL MATERIALS FOR BULLETIN PUBLICATION MUST  BE SUBMITTED BY 

THE THURSDAY A FULL WEEK BEFORE THE DESIRED BULLETI N DATE. This extra time is needed for approv-

als, editing and proofreading.  All approved submissions by approved organizations should be emailed to: 
cbecker@oloph.org. All materials should be sent as a camera-ready Word document and will be included as space per-

mits. Thank you.   Editor. 
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Email olphedge@gmail.com (best way to reach us) or call 226-6239 if you have any 
questions call and leave a message for Peggy. 
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 In today's Gospel today we see how Jesus sent his Apostles out two by two. From 
the beginning of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul  members visit, in pairs, the homes 
of those who are poor and needy. It is there, that Vincentians listen, offer humble 
advice, and render assistance. 
  Have you considered answering the call to help serve the poor by joining the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul? 
 

  The office is open:  Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 9 am—12 noon.  Call 631-225-5531. 

      We have begun our 
"Hunger Does Not Take 
a Vacation" program  

(7/1- 7/29) at the 9:30 a.m. 
Family Mass.  The children 

pick a flower or summer sym-
bol with the name of a needed food  item 

for our St. Vincent de Paul  Pantry. 
 

 The item  should needs to be returned the fol-
lowing week with the flower or 
 summer symbol attached and 
placed in the baskets located on 
the sanctuary steps. 
 
 

"Back-to-School" Supplies Drive for needy chil-
dren of our community will begin on Sunday, Au-
gust 5th through August 26th.   
 

Please watch for sales on the fol-
lowing needed items:  
 marble composition notebooks, 2" 
& 3" three ring binders, Crayola cray-
ons 24 ct., colored magic markers 
(fat), Crayola fine line markers, hi-liters, dry erase 
markers, zipper pencil case, small plastic supply box, 
Fiskar scissors, Elmers bottle glue, glue sticks, col-
ored pencils, subject dividers, laminated colored 
folders, plastic folders, calculators, small packages of 
colored construction paper, protractors, rulers 12 
inch—inch/centimeters, blue or black erasable pens, 
post it notes, small pencil enclosed sharpener, tissues, 
baby wipes, antibacterial liquid soap, Spanish/
English dictionaries, multiplication/division flash 
cards, back packs, lunch boxes.  All parishioners are 
welcome to participate.  (Due to the past generosity to 
this collection we do not need spiral notebooks, pens & 
pencils).  
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OLPH’s 11th Annual 
Atlantic City Columbus Day Excursion 

Monday, Oct. 8 
$39 p. p. 

(includes tip to driver) 
 

 8:30 am departure 
from the 

OLPH School Yard. 
 

NAME______________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER____________________________ 

NUMBER OF SEATS_____________  

Please make checks payable to: OLPH 
and return to rectory, Attn: Ann Messina 

no later than Sept 14th 
 

   COME JOIN US! 
Casino package details to be published later. 

� � � � � � � �

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 794 
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

 

This year the K of C will install 
John Reynolds as Grand Knight  

for the 2012-13 Columbian Year 
August 18, 2012.  

 

John has been a member of OLPH parish 
and lector for many years. 

Our celebration will begin with the installation ceremony 
at the council hall in the Brady Room at 6:15PM followed 
by cocktails at approx. 7 PM. After cocktails all guests 
will proceed to the Pollini Room for dinner, dancing and 
entertainment. 
 

Guests will enjoy a choice of entrée, full open bar and 
dessert for only $25.00 per person. 
 

For reservations and tickets, please contact: 

  Len Scicutella  631 592 8967 
  Tom Martin  631 957 4920 
  Council Hall  631 226 3240 
 

Proper business attire please 

July 15, 2012 – Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Am 7:12-15; Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14; Eph 1:3-14; Mk 6:7-13 

In today’s first reading, the prophet 
Amaziah explains, “I was no 
prophet, nor have I belonged to a 
company of prophets; I was a shep-
herd and a dresser of sycamores. The 
Lord took me from following the 
flock and said to me, “Go, and 
prophesy to the people Israel.” 
God had a mission for Amaziah, and 

He called Him from his daily life to carry forth that mis-
sion. 
What’s more, in the Gospel, we see Jesus commissioning 
the 12 apostles to preach the Gospel. He gives them the 
authority they need to do so, and sends them forth. And in 
the second reading, St. Paul praises the Lord “who blesses 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens, as 
He chose us in Him, before the foundation of the world.” 
Like Amaziah and the 12 apostles, each one of us has been 
called to carry out a mission – to be a Christian disciple 
and proclaim the Gospel to the world in all we say and do. 
He has given us all that we need to do that. Every gift we 
have comes by way of gift from the Lord. It is our respon-
sibility to make the choice to recognize those gifts and to 
use them for God’s purposes, to give glory to the Lord. 
There is a famous quote that is quite adequate here: “God 
does not choose the ready; He makes ready the chosen.” 
He has chosen us all for a very specific purpose. If we 
give ourselves to Him as His servants, He will make us 
ready. 
����������	
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Spiritual Adoption Program 
  MONTH 4 -   - Developing Baby --    “I had a dream today!”  
Well, your little baby now weighs six ounces. He has fingernails and eyelashes. He has his own 
unique fingerprints, which will remain the same until he dies. His taste buds are working. His 
sense of hearing is developing and present at 14 weeks. There are no major developments any-
more. At this month rapid eye movements (REMs) can be detected – a sign of dreaming. Your 

spiritually adopted baby is already 
well formed, internally and exter-
nally. All he needs now is time to 
gain weight and grow strong.  What 
a miracle he is! 

�����������	
�����
��
������
������������	
�������	 ���
���� �

� ����������	�������
����
���	�	�����
�
���������	��� �	���
��	�����	������	���	������	�
��������	���
��������� ��	�	���

��
��	��	������	�������	�������	������������ ����
� ��	�����	��������	 ���������  

July 15, 2012 – Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Am 7:12-15; Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14; Eph 1:3-14; M k 6:7-13  

 
Today’s readings continue the theme of prophecy that we focused on last week. God calls us to proclaim the 
good news to all the nations, to bring men to Him by our words and our deeds even though, as last week’s gos-
pel reminds us, we are sure to face opposition. 
“A prophet is not without honor except in his native place and among his own kin and in his own house” (Mk. 
6:4). 
But what this week’s readings emphasize for us is the fact that the Lord does not call us to carry out this mis-
sion and then simply leave us be. Rather, He equips us for the work, and He assists us as we do it. 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens, as 
He chose us before the foundation of the world” (second reading). 
This also brings to mind the quote, “God does not choose the ready; He makes ready the chosen.” 
In today’s Gospel, we see Him choose the twelve for a particular mission and equip them for their journey. 
“Jesus summoned the twelve and began to send them out two by two and gave them authority over unclean spirits. He instructed them 
to take nothing with them but a walking stick” (Gospel) – His authority was all they needed. 
And in today’s first reading, that same theme plays out. 
“I was no prophet. … I was a shepherd and a dresser of sycamores. The Lord took me from following the flock and said to me, “Go, 
and prophesy to my people Israel” (first reading). 
He calls each one of us to be His disciples, to live lives that bear witness to the Gospel, to live our lives for Him, because He knows 
that is what we were made for, and He equips us to do so. He gives us all that we need to accept the mission and to carry it out. 
It is our responsibility to make the choice. He will not force us to give ourselves back to Him in loving service. He wants us to freely 
choose Him, and He has given us all that we need to do so and more. 
All good things come by way of gift from the Lord. We have nothing – not our time on Earth, not the talents we boast, not the money 
we make – because we merited it. It is all gift. Even the grace He gives us to live a life of faith, it is all gift.  What will we do with 
what He has given? 
Will we choose to live for Him, to proclaim the Gospel with our lives and so build the Kingdom of Heaven? Will we choose to give 
ourselves back to the Lord in gratitude for the many gifts He has given us (including our very lives), and use those gifts to proclaim 
His praises. 
That’s what it means to be a Christian disciple – to recognize that God has called each one of us, to recognize the many gifts He has 
given us, and to use those gifts as we answer His call – glorifying Him in all we say and do. 
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