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Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam 

                          OO¶H¶HLL  
  

Mission Statement 

“Trusting in God, empowered by the Holy 

Spirit, and, motivated by Christ’s Life, Death 

and Resurrection, we, the people of God, 

under the protection of Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help, accept as our mission, the 

evangelization of our parishioners both active 

and inactive.  We accept the call to bring all 

to a personal, Covenant relationship with 

Jesus as Lord and Savior, to live the Paschal 

Mystery and to promote the spiritual health 

and growth of everyone in our parish 

community.”                       

                                ––––    The OLPH Pastoral Council 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

JULY 1–  THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

6:30  
Living & Deceased  Members of the Nocturnal 

Adoration Society 

8:00  Respect Life 

9:30  Jane Doyle-Gustafson 

11:00 Book of the Faithful Departed 

12:30  Mass for the People of the Parish 

5:00 Zenona Wiszowata 

6:30 Polish Mass 

MONDAY: JULY 2— Weekday 

8:00  Hedwig M. & John E. Yuliano 

12:00  Vera Schneider 

7:00 Rosalie Gandarillas 

7:30 Devotions (Novena) 

TUESDAY: JULY 3– Saint Thomas, Apostle 

8:00  George Torns, Jr. 
12:00 Roger Wagner 

7:00 Eileen T. Wright 
WEDNESDAY: JULY 4– St. Elizabeth of Portugal, USA 

Independence Day 

8:00  James McGowan, Sr. 

12:00  Rafael F. Rajo 

7:00  NO EVENING MASS 

THURSDAY: JULY 5– St. Anthony Mary Zaccaria, Priest 

8:00  John L. Sullivan, Jr. 

12:00  Guiseppi Lentini 

7:00 Frances Barbaccia 

FRIDAY: JULY 6—St. Maria Goretti, Virgin and Martyr 

8:00  Arlene Ann Sredniaski 

12:00 Roberta Michel 

7:00 Mario Restrepo 

SATURDAY: JULY 7—Weekday 

8:00  Michael Husar 

9:00 Rev. Denis Sheridan & Roseann Stanton 

VIGIL  MASS –  

5:00 Marcie McGlynn 

Altar Bread & WineAltar Bread & WineAltar Bread & WineAltar Bread & Wine    

In Memory of  

M r. &  M rs. E dw ard K ienleM r. &  M rs. E dw ard K ienleM r. &  M rs. E dw ard K ienleM r. &  M rs. E dw ard K ienle  

R equested by 

The K ienle F am ilyThe K ienle F am ilyThe K ienle F am ilyThe K ienle F am ily     
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Stewardship Reflection on Lectionary Readings:  
July 1, 2012 – Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24; Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11, 12, 13; 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15; Mk 5:21-43 
 

Today’s readings call our attention to a topic most of us would like to ignore, but none of us can 

avoid: death. 
 

The idea of spending any length of time contemplating death seems morbid. It is scary. And 

rightly so, for even the scriptures tell us that death is not of God. 

“God did not make death, nor does He rejoice in the destruction of the living. For He fashioned 

all things that they might have being …” (first reading). 

Yet, today’s readings highlight some of the wonderful aspects of the reality of death. While we recognize that God did not intend for 

us to die, nor does he delight in the death of any living thing, we are made aware of a remarkable reality — God brings good out of 

evil. In the case of death, he has brought unfathomable good out of something that entered the world by Satan’s actions: “But by the 

envy of the devil, death entered the world…” (first reading); “The child is not dead but asleep…” (Gospel). It is in that which we 

rejoice. It is upon that which we contemplate. 

God in His infinite goodness, through Christ’s death and resurrection, made death — something that was brought about by sin and 

destruction — into something that serves as a point of departure for our complete glorification. Death is the beginning of our life in 

eternity, perfectly united to the Trinity. He sanctified death in a glorious way. 

In the gospel today, we hear Christ encourage those mourning the death of the young girl. He assures them, “she is not dead. She is 

just asleep.” and while this gospel reading culminates in the miracle of the girl’s resurrection from the dead, “’Little girl I say to you, 

arise!’ The girl, a child of twelve, arose immediately and walked around”; it speaks to us about the reality of death after Christ. It is 

not an end to life. We fall asleep as it were and awake refreshed in a life of glory. 

Contemplating the subject of death, and the way in which Christ’s death and resurrection has transformed the reality of our own, 

brings to light the purpose of our life here and now. 

We are made for God. We are made to live in perfect unity with Him. We will not experience such perfect unity until we reach the 

eternal kingdom, because we live in a fallen world wrought with sin, and sin is not of God. Yet, in many ways, we are able to experi-

ence unity with Him — imperfect though it may be – here and now. 

As we pray, we are united to the Lord. When we celebrate Mass together, and participate in all of the sacraments, we are mystically 

united to God in a very real very strong way. When we love and serve others in His name, we are united to Him. Through these and 

many other ways, we are closely bound to God here and now. He gives us strength and the grace we need to live a life of goodness, 

and He calls us to bear witness to the beauty of Christian living. 

Indeed, in contemplating death, we see so many ways in which God has blessed us. We recognize his infinite goodness and his un-

conditional self-giving love, and we marvel at the gift He has given us in life everlasting. 

Contemplating death ought not make us afraid. After all, Christ took the sting and the victory out of death (1 Cor. 15:55). He has won 

the victory, and He invites us to share it with Him in a life of eternal glory. 

It is now our responsibility to live our lives for Him here and now so that we show Him our undying gratitude for all He has done for 

us and so that we show others the beauty in this life we call Christian discipleship. 

From the Pastor’s Desk:From the Pastor’s Desk:From the Pastor’s Desk:From the Pastor’s Desk:    
Next week, Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco, our new Pastor,  will begin writing his Pastor’s Column 
for our parish bulletin.  This week, though he has been busy unpacking boxes and finding his 
way around the parish. He’s barely found the “Pastor’s Desk” never mind write a column from 
it. 
 

This weekend, we will hear from Msgr. Joe at all of our parish’s Masses as he introduces him-
self to our parish community and begins his priestly ministry here at the parish family of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help..  Msgr. Joe brings much experience with him to this assignment.   Hav-

ing served as a professor and the Director of Liturgical Formation at the Seminary of the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Huntington, Msgr. Joe spent nine years in the work of formation of men for priesthood (including Fr. 
John!) and lay women and men for ministry in our Diocese.  Prior to the that assignment, Msgr. Joe served as 
the Secretary to Bishop Murphy and as Associate Pastor at St. Kilian’s in Farmingdale and St. Frances de Chan-
tal in Wantagh.   In addition to these assignments, Msgr. Joe has written numerous books and articles and 
speaks nationally about the liturgical life of our Church. He is also the host of Divine Intervention on Telecare. 

 

Let’s pray for Msgr. Joe and our entire parish family as we journey together in these times of transition! 
.  

WELCOME MONSIGNOR JOE!!!WELCOME MONSIGNOR JOE!!!WELCOME MONSIGNOR JOE!!!WELCOME MONSIGNOR JOE!!! 
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As Christian Stewards in Today’s World, We “Walk by Faith.”  

  July 1, 2012 — 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time   

 Today’s reading from St. Paul explains the “divine economy” of stewardship 

”The relief of others ought not to impoverish you; there should be a certain 

equality.  Your plenty...should supply their need so their surplus may in turn one 

day supply your needs. 

  We are grateful this week for all stewards in our parish who ask themselves 

“what do I have to share that might meet someone else’s need?” 

W E E K L Y  O F F E R T O R YW E E K L Y  O F F E R T O R Y   
 

Your Parish Finance Council has suggested that this simple bar graph be added to our weekly bulletin to 

illustrate the gap between the Sunday collection and the amount needed to achieve a balanced parish budget.  

Since the beginning of our fiscal year, September 1, 2011, we have experienced a weekly shortfall in 

collections.   It is urgent that we begin to reverse this trend. 
 

O U R  P A R I S H ’ S  F I N A N C I A L H E A L T H   

D E P E N D S  O N  Y O U R  G E N E R O S I T Y  

P L E A S E  H E L P  C L O S E  T H E  G A P !   

JOIN FAITH DIRECT 

YOUR DESIGNATED OFFERING IS MADE AUTOMATICALLY! 

B A N N S  O F  M A R R I A G E   
Third Time: 

 Piero LaRocca & Teresa Oliverio (Both of OLA, Copiague) 

Patrick Lambert & Christine Keller (Both of OLPH) 

Anthony De Angelis (OLPH) & Marieann Vitello (OLG, West Babylon) 

John Ashcroft & Ashley Kienle (OLPH) 

Keith Annunziata (St. Rose of Lima, Mass. Park) & Elizabeth Alessi (OLPH) 

Second Time: 

Nicholas Marciano & Frances Higgins (Both of OLPH) 

Conrad Saint-Joy & Agnieszka Godleuska (Both of OLPH) 

First Time: 

Andres Pierre-Louis & Anne S. Seide ( Both of St. Gerard Majella, Hollis, Queens) 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Joseph Maffeo 

Frank Lent 

Frances Eng 

Dear God,  

         We place our worries in 

Your hands and ask that You restore 

Your servant to health again. 

 All envelopes must have your account number and offering amount 

indicated in order for your account to be credited (for taxes) those 

weekly and special donations.  Separate checks in each envelopes, 

please. 
  The account number, after the #267, is located under the date. 

Remember you must be registered (filled out an information card) in 

the parish in order to receive envelopes. Thank you. 

Weekly 

June 17, 2012 

         

Weekly 

June 19, 2011 

PRAY FOR THE DEAD PRAY FOR THE DEAD PRAY FOR THE DEAD PRAY FOR THE DEAD   

Frances H. Maley 

Robert Albert 

George Hartmann 

Michael Gentile 
We ask you,  O God, 
 to be our quiet strength 

and consolation 

BaptismsBaptismsBaptismsBaptisms 
 

Colton Jeffrey Bodt  Allison Rose Butler 
Tyler Joseph Russo Taylor Summer Snead 

Grace Isabella Tucker Christian Joseph White 

  

We Welcome you, with love, to our parish 

family! 



 

 

 July 1, 2012 Page 5 

PARISH NEWS  

 
 

 

� The Rectory will be closed and the 7pm Mass will not be celebrated on Wed. July 4th in observance 

of Independence Day! We will resume regular office hours on Thursday. 
 

 

� First Friday Devotions— in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus will be conducted Friday, July 6th at 

7:45am and after the 12 noon Mass. 
 

� First Saturday Devotions in honor of Our Lady of Fatima will be conducted Sat., July 7th beginning 

with the rosary at 7:40am, Mass at 8am and continued devotion.  A continental breakfast will follow in 

the cafeteria.  
 

� Nocturnal Adoration will be held Saturday, July 7th from 9pm—midnight.  All are welcome to come 

and spend an hour in prayer with the Lord. 
 

� The OLPH Community of Praise Prayer Group meets Tuesday evenings at 7:45pm in the Convent 

Meeting Room. Please enter through the front Convent door. All are welcome. 
 

� PRAYER SHAWLS  - The Legion of Mary and our parishioners have been making prayer shawls to be 

given to the homebound, the ill and, now, the Life Center is asking for 24 of them (by October) to be used 

in their Rachel's Vineyead (counseling women who have had abortions).  If you can assist us please make 

the shawl (2 to 2 1/2 ft x 4 feet) and say prayers while doing so.  You may drop them off for us or call 

Louise (412-3831) and we'll have a priest bless them.  Thank you and God bless you for your assistance. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

 

� Tune into “RELIGION AND ROCK” with Msgr. Jim Vlaun on Sunday from 7-8 am on WBAB 102.3 

FM or 95.3 FM on Long Island’s East End.  Listen on Saturdays at 11PM on Sirius Radio, Channel 

159, the Catholic Channel and 11 PM on XM Satellite, Channel 117.  To listen online or receive 

more information regarding “Religion and Rock” go to www.ReligionandRock.com or at “Religion & 

Rock” on ITUNES. 
 

� HEALING MASS at the Immaculate Conception Center, Douglaston Pkwy, Douglaston. Tuesday, July 

10 at 7pm. Rosary, Mass & Healing service celebrated by Fr. Augustine Fernando. For more info call: 

718-229-8001. 
 

� Our Lady of Mount Carmel Celebration, July 15, 9am—4pm at Our Lady of the Island Shrine, 

Manorville, NY Liturgy of the Hours, and a talk by Fr. Francis, O. Carm. For information 631-289-5712. 
 

� VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Catholic Charities in Amityville is seeking a volunteer to assist in clerical 

responsibilities.  Assistance is needed for approximately 6 hours per week.  Days and hours flexible.  If 

you are interested please contact Mary Ellen Kwiecinski, Volunteer Coordinator 516-733-7044. 
 
 

� Family, Marriage and Individual Therapy—provided by NYS licensed therapists available to our parish 

and 147 other parishes. Services provided by Catholic Counseling Center. Most insurance policies, 

including Medicare, are honored. Confidential information and appointments: call Dr. Giuliani 631-243-

2503 or go to our website: http://thecatholiccounselingcenter.com.    
 

Coming Soon: WATCH HERE FOR BULLETIN PUBLICATION DEADLINE CHANGES.    
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     Today,  Sunday, July 1st we will begin our "Hunger Does Not Take a 

   Vacation" program (7/1-7/29) at the 9:30 a.m. Family Mass.  The children 

will pick a flower or summer symbol with the name of a needed food  item 

for our St. Vincent de Paul  Pantry. 
 

 The item  should be returned the following week with the flower or summer 

 symbol attached and placed in the baskets located on the sanctuary steps. 
 
 

"Back-to-School" Supplies Drive for needy children of our community will begin on Sunday, August 5th 

through August 26th.  Please watch for sales on the following needed items:  

marble composition notebooks, 2" & 3" three ring binders, Crayola crayons 24 ct., colored 

magic markers (fat), Crayola fine line markers, hi-liters, dry erase markers, zipper pencil 

case, small plastic supply box, Fiskar scissors, Elmers bottle glue , glue 

sticks, colored pencils, subject dividers, laminated colored folders, plastic 

folders, calculators, small package of colored construction paper, protrac-

tors, rulers 12 inch/inch/centimeters, blue or black erasable pens, post it 

notes, small pencil enclosed sharpener, tissues, baby wipes, antibacterial liq-

uid soap, Spanish/English dictionaries, multiplication/division flash cards, back packs, lunch boxes.  All 

parishioners are welcome to participate.  (Due to the past generosity to this collection we do not need spiral 

notebooks, pens & pencils).  

Readings for the WeekReadings for the WeekReadings for the WeekReadings for the Week————July 1July 1July 1July 1––––    July 7 2012July 7 2012July 7 2012July 7 2012:  :  :  :      
Sunday, July 1: Wis 1:13Sunday, July 1: Wis 1:13Sunday, July 1: Wis 1:13Sunday, July 1: Wis 1:13----15; 2:2315; 2:2315; 2:2315; 2:23----24/ 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 1324/ 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 1324/ 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 1324/ 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13----15/ Mk 5:2115/ Mk 5:2115/ Mk 5:2115/ Mk 5:21----43 or 5:2143 or 5:2143 or 5:2143 or 5:21----24, 35b24, 35b24, 35b24, 35b----43434343    

        

                                    Monday, July 2: Monday, July 2: Monday, July 2: Monday, July 2:   Am 2:6-10, 13-16/ Mt 8:18-22 
                                    Tuesday, July 3:Tuesday, July 3:Tuesday, July 3:Tuesday, July 3:            Eph 2:19-22/ Jn 20:24-29 
                                    Wednesday, July 4:Wednesday, July 4:Wednesday, July 4:Wednesday, July 4:        Am 5:14-15, 21-24/ Mt 8:28-34 
                                    Thursday, July 5:Thursday, July 5:Thursday, July 5:Thursday, July 5:       Am 7:10-17/ Mt 9:1-8 
                                    Friday, July 6:Friday, July 6:Friday, July 6:Friday, July 6:                Am 8:4-6, 9-12/ Mt 9:9-13 
                                    Saturday, July 7: Saturday, July 7: Saturday, July 7: Saturday, July 7:    Am 9:11-15/ Mt9:14-17 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Congratulations 

And God Bless our Graduates! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+++++ 

HOLY TRINITY DIOCESAN HIGH SCHOOL—PRINCIPALS LIST 

Meaghan Lynch  Dominic Pizzuco 
 

CHAMINADE HIGH SCHOOL– HONOR ROLL 

Michael T. Schmitt 
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    "Give yourself fully to God. He will use you to accomplish great things on the condition that you "Give yourself fully to God. He will use you to accomplish great things on the condition that you "Give yourself fully to God. He will use you to accomplish great things on the condition that you "Give yourself fully to God. He will use you to accomplish great things on the condition that you 
believe much more in His love than in your own weakness."believe much more in His love than in your own weakness."believe much more in His love than in your own weakness."believe much more in His love than in your own weakness."    

----Mother TeresaMother TeresaMother TeresaMother Teresa    
    

TonightTonightTonightTonight----    Movie Night! Join us for Movie Night! Join us for Movie Night! Join us for Movie Night! Join us for CourageousCourageousCourageousCourageous    
Next WeekNext WeekNext WeekNext Week----    TBDTBDTBDTBD    
    

Stay tuned for more events www.lifeteenolph.weebly.comStay tuned for more events www.lifeteenolph.weebly.comStay tuned for more events www.lifeteenolph.weebly.comStay tuned for more events www.lifeteenolph.weebly.com    

Are you in 8th Are you in 8th Are you in 8th Are you in 8th ----    12th grade? Bored on Sunday nights? Come to the Life 12th grade? Bored on Sunday nights? Come to the Life 12th grade? Bored on Sunday nights? Come to the Life 12th grade? Bored on Sunday nights? Come to the Life 
Teen mass and our Life Night that starts at 6:15 in the convent basement. You won't be sorry, we Teen mass and our Life Night that starts at 6:15 in the convent basement. You won't be sorry, we Teen mass and our Life Night that starts at 6:15 in the convent basement. You won't be sorry, we Teen mass and our Life Night that starts at 6:15 in the convent basement. You won't be sorry, we 
have a group of 25have a group of 25have a group of 25have a group of 25----30 teens each week growing closer to Christ and making tons of friends along the 30 teens each week growing closer to Christ and making tons of friends along the 30 teens each week growing closer to Christ and making tons of friends along the 30 teens each week growing closer to Christ and making tons of friends along the 
way. Each week we have a different activity and theme, Summer BBq's, and a retreat every year. way. Each week we have a different activity and theme, Summer BBq's, and a retreat every year. way. Each week we have a different activity and theme, Summer BBq's, and a retreat every year. way. Each week we have a different activity and theme, Summer BBq's, and a retreat every year. 
Come once and I guarantee you will be hooked! Contact Brittany or Tom at Come once and I guarantee you will be hooked! Contact Brittany or Tom at Come once and I guarantee you will be hooked! Contact Brittany or Tom at Come once and I guarantee you will be hooked! Contact Brittany or Tom at 
OLPHLifeteen1@gmail.com OLPHLifeteen1@gmail.com OLPHLifeteen1@gmail.com OLPHLifeteen1@gmail.com     
    

Are you an adult 20Are you an adult 20Are you an adult 20Are you an adult 20----35 interested in leading our teens closer to Christ and being an active part in our 35 interested in leading our teens closer to Christ and being an active part in our 35 interested in leading our teens closer to Christ and being an active part in our 35 interested in leading our teens closer to Christ and being an active part in our 
community here at OLPH? We are always looking for volunteers. If you would like to apply please  community here at OLPH? We are always looking for volunteers. If you would like to apply please  community here at OLPH? We are always looking for volunteers. If you would like to apply please  community here at OLPH? We are always looking for volunteers. If you would like to apply please  
contact Brittany or Tom at OLPHLifeteen1@gmail.comcontact Brittany or Tom at OLPHLifeteen1@gmail.comcontact Brittany or Tom at OLPHLifeteen1@gmail.comcontact Brittany or Tom at OLPHLifeteen1@gmail.com    
    

**Remember Life Teen is still running a food drive for the poor until July 15th. Please contact the **Remember Life Teen is still running a food drive for the poor until July 15th. Please contact the **Remember Life Teen is still running a food drive for the poor until July 15th. Please contact the **Remember Life Teen is still running a food drive for the poor until July 15th. Please contact the 
Life Teen office or drop off food between 4Life Teen office or drop off food between 4Life Teen office or drop off food between 4Life Teen office or drop off food between 4----6:30 on Sunday nights at the Life Teen office. We are 6:30 on Sunday nights at the Life Teen office. We are 6:30 on Sunday nights at the Life Teen office. We are 6:30 on Sunday nights at the Life Teen office. We are 
looking for the following: Peanut butter, rice, beans (pinto, black, kidney), canned fruit, canned looking for the following: Peanut butter, rice, beans (pinto, black, kidney), canned fruit, canned looking for the following: Peanut butter, rice, beans (pinto, black, kidney), canned fruit, canned looking for the following: Peanut butter, rice, beans (pinto, black, kidney), canned fruit, canned 
vegetables, cake mixes, canned meats, cereal, baby food, diapers, coffee, tea **vegetables, cake mixes, canned meats, cereal, baby food, diapers, coffee, tea **vegetables, cake mixes, canned meats, cereal, baby food, diapers, coffee, tea **vegetables, cake mixes, canned meats, cereal, baby food, diapers, coffee, tea **    
    

Life Teen will be holding another car wash July 15th, cars $5/ mini vans & trucks $10. Please bring a Life Teen will be holding another car wash July 15th, cars $5/ mini vans & trucks $10. Please bring a Life Teen will be holding another car wash July 15th, cars $5/ mini vans & trucks $10. Please bring a Life Teen will be holding another car wash July 15th, cars $5/ mini vans & trucks $10. Please bring a 
canned good to donate to our food drive! canned good to donate to our food drive! canned good to donate to our food drive! canned good to donate to our food drive!     

We just finished planning an epic We just finished planning an epic We just finished planning an epic We just finished planning an epic     

summer for Edge!summer for Edge!summer for Edge!summer for Edge!    
If you are going into 6th grade through 8th grade If you are going into 6th grade through 8th grade If you are going into 6th grade through 8th grade If you are going into 6th grade through 8th grade 

EDGE is for you!EDGE is for you!EDGE is for you!EDGE is for you! 
The Edge is for all middle school age kids all middle school age kids all middle school age kids all middle school age kids – no matter where 

you go to school—this is the place for you! We meet in the basement of the Convent.  Look for the blue 

door on the south side of the Convent.  We meet from 7:30 til 9:00 pm. It’s a great place to come, hang out, 

play great games and learn about our faith. Just come on downJust come on downJust come on downJust come on down,  no need to sign up!  

Email olphedge@gmail.com (best way to reach us) or call 226-6239 if you have any 
questions call and leave a message for Peggy. 

July Dates—July 12th—summer kickoff party 

July 19th—Water games  

July 26th—Movie night 

Summer means games, food and fun at Edge!!! 
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   RELIGIOUS ED 

DESPERATELY 

NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 

    TO TEACH ALL GRADES— SPECIAL ED, TOO 

AND ALL SESSIONS 

 And Student Assistant Teachers  (ages 13-18) 
 

PLEASE CALL THE Rel. Ed. Office—631 226-2384 

HELP! 
PLEASE!! 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul :    “WE HELP PEOPLE” 
 

CANNED TUNA, CANNED MEATS, PEANUT BUTTER, JELLY, COFFEE, 

CANNED MEALS/SOUPS WITH MEAT,  PORK & BEANS, CANNED PEAS, 

CARROTS, CANNED FRUIT, PANCAKE MIX, SYRUP, CAKE MIXES, 

DESSERTS; ANY PERSONAL CARE ITEMS: SHAVERS, TOOTHPASTE, 

TOOTHBRUSH, SHAMPOO, SOAP, TOILET TISSUE, PAPER TOWELS. 

   WE APPRECIATE YOUR GENEROSITY!  
In today’s Gospel we see how in faith, Jarius asked Jesus to heal his daughter and how Jesus 
answered his prayer. In prayer we also come to know that we are loved by God, and in that trust we 
ask for healing for ourselves, our loved ones and those who are suffering.  
 This week, please join with the Society of St. Vincent de Paul in praying for the 
healing of all those who are ill and especially those who have no one to pray for them. 
  The office is open:  Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 9 am—12 noon.  Call 631-225-5531. 

A special Thank You to Bishop John C. Dunne, Fr. Eden Jean Baptiste and Fr. Moise Amie for 

the Concelebrated Mass and to Marian Casey, Robin & Christina Taparata, Caroline Cimaszewski, 

Jane Aaron, Rocio Gragnano, Chris Ferris & Debbie McDonough for their help with the reception.     
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Ministry of Praise 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish 

                                                                                    July 2012 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
 

Two weeks ago, our bunny died. 
 

Her name was Gianni and she was with us for over ten years.  She was named for my wife Beatrice’s brother-in-law but 
by the time we found out that the rabbit was a “she” not a “he” the name stuck.  We called her affectionately Giannina at 
times, as befitted her gender, but mostly still just Gianni.  She had her own room where she could romp around at will 
even though that meant she chewed up the carpet that I had just laid down and chomped on the mouldings that I had just 
put in. 
 
Since we don’t have children she was special to us, especially to my wife.  Beatrice fed her hand-washed Romaine let-
tuce twice a day and made sure to cuddle with her each night to let her know she was loved.  When she got sick this last 
time, we took her to the vet as usual but she stayed for almost a week.  They took good care of her but it was clear she 
didn’t have much time left.  She had a hard time moving around and wasn’t eating normally. We brought her home on 
Friday.  What a blessing to see her run around the room once more, though much more slowly, knowing that she was 
happy to be home! We tried to keep her comfortable and prayed that God would take her quickly without pain, if possi-
ble over the weekend.  God hears us all when we pray.  Sunday morning, she went to Him.  We had time to cry and to 
bury her in the back yard with our dog Duncan and cat Calista. 
 
Just days before this, I spoke at the last session of the parish’s Life in the Spirit Seminar and included in my talk when 
Paul told the early church at Thessalonia to “Rejoice always.  Pray without ceasing.” (1 Thess 5:16-17).  I told the semi-
nar participants that if you have trouble remembering Bible verses, start with these.  The first is only two words long 
and the second is only three.  They’re good to know.  When we walked in the bunny’s room that Sunday and found 
Gianni, Beatrice scooped her up in her arms and began to cry, stroking her precious baby gently.  I held onto Beatrice 
and, as I did, those words came back to me.  So we both began to praise God.  “Thank you, Father.  Thank you for being 
so good to us.”  Gianni had died at home over the weekend surrounded by those who loved her.  God had answered our 
prayers.  As sad as it was, we marveled in the goodness and tenderness of God in allowing us this time of grace.  What a 
great Father he is! 
 
I told Beatrice in the car on the way to church that afternoon that I had been asked to write an article for the bulletin.  
Immediately she said, “Tell everybody how good God is.  Tell them how He always answers your prayers and how 
He’ll never leave you.  Tell them to praise Him always.”  He showed me that afternoon that, while it’s natural to grieve 
and be sad, if you spend your time rejoicing in the Lord in all circumstances, even when it’s tough, there’s no room for 
despair in your heart. 
 
Before this happened, Barbara Odin had asked me to write this column.  Barbara and her husband Deacon Frank Odin 
run the OLPH Community of Praise Prayer Group (every Tuesday night at 7:45 in the Convent (see the bulletin) – all 
are welcome!).  I said I’d do it not knowing what to write about but knowing that the Holy Spirit would make it clear.  
He always comes through.  During this time of transition for our parish, let’s praise God for the work of our out-going 
pastor Fr. Anthony Trapani and our priest Fr. Anselm Okeke and ask for many blessings for them in their new assign-
ments.  Let’s also praise God for our new pastor, Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco, and our new priests, Fr. John Sureau, Fr. 
Ignace Lolecke, and Fr. Michael Holzmann and ask for many blessings for them in their new assignment here with us.  
As a matter of fact, let’s be a blessing to them. 

 

“Rejoice always.  Pray without ceasing.” 

 

                                                                                                        Gregory Guido 

Spiritual Adoption Program 
  MONTH 4 -   - Developing Baby --    “I had a dream today!”  
Well, your little baby now weighs six ounces. He has fingernails and eyelashes. He has his own 

unique fingerprints, which will remain the same until he dies. His taste buds are working. His 

sense of hearing is developing and present at 14 weeks. There are no major developments any-

more. At this month rapid eye movements (REMs) can be detected – a sign of dreaming. Your 

spiritually adopted baby is already 

well formed, internally and exter-

nally. All he needs now is time to 

gain weight and grow strong. 

What a miracle he is! 

Pope John Paul II to those suffering  because of  abortion: 

“Do not give in to discouragement and do not lose hope…  

The Father of mercies is ready to give you his forgiveness 

and peace in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.”  
(The Gospel of Life, no. 99) 
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FORTNIGHT SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 

On April 12, 2012, the Ad Hoc Committee on Religious Liberty of the 

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) issued a document, 

“Our First, Most Cherished Liberty,” outlining the bishop’s concerns 

over threats to religious freedom both at home and abroad.  The bishops 

called for a “Fortnight for Freedom,” a 14-day period of prayer, edu-

cation and action in support of religious freedom, from June 21 – July 

4, 2012.   

 

The Diocese of Rockville Centre has identified six station churches throughout the Diocese where oppor-

tunities for prayer will take place.  In addition, many parishes in the diocese will be conducting their own 

events to celebrate the fortnight. For more information on fortnight events throughout the diocese, please 

consult www.drvc.org.  

Station Churches 
 

Nassau County: 

Freeport: Our Holy Redeemer Church, 37 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, NY 11520    Website: http://www.ohrfreeport.org/ 

Hicksville: Saint Ignatius Loyola Church, 129 Broadway (Rt. 107), Hicksville, NY 11801  

Website: http://www.st-ignatius-parish.org/ 

Rockville Centre: Saint Agnes Cathedral, 29 Quealy Place, Rockville Centre, NY 11570   

 Website: http://www.stagnescathedral.org/ 

Suffolk County: 

Bay Shore: Saint Patrick Church, 9 N. Clinton Ave., Bay Shore, NY 11706 Website: http://www.stpatrickbayshore.org/ 

Center Moriches: St. John the Evangelist, 25 Ocean Ave., Center Moriches, NY 11934  

Website: http://www.stjohntheevangelistcm.com/index.html 

Riverhead: St. Isidore Church, 622 Pulaski St., Riverhead, NY 11901 

http://www.mychurchandtown.com/mct/parishes/index.asp?pid=RC100 

June 24, 2012 

Farewell Concelebrated Mass 

Fr. Anselm Okeke & Fr. Anthony Trapani 

We will miss you! 

May God Bless you and guide you in you new parish. 


