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CHANGES TO THE WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE  
As of Monday, July 15, 

we will have a new weekday Mass schedule at OLPH. 
 

�  Masses Monday through Friday will be at 
6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 

�  Confessions will follow the 12:15 p.m. Mass 
�  The Monday night Novena will be at 7:00 p.m.  

 
Why are these changes taking place? 
 The changes are necessary because of the reduction in the number of priests at OLPH as of June 26, 2013. 
We are losing two Associate Pastors (Fr. Moise and Fr. Ignace) and our resident (Fr. Michael), and they are 
being replaced by only one Associate Pastor (Fr. Ethel Anarado). 
 
Why is it necessary to reduce the number of weekday Masses from three to two? 
 A priest is really only supposed to celebrate Mass once per day, according to canon law. He is given permis-
sion from his Bishop to celebrate two or even three Masses per day when necessary for pastoral reasons, but 
for this to occur on a regular basis is less than ideal. It is important for the spiritual health of the parish and for 
the priest himself that celebrating Mass not become routine or burdensome due to the pressures of multiple 
Masses on a regular basis. 
 �� ������	� 
���������� �
� ����� ��� ���� ������ ������� 
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close to 200 funerals per year in this parish. These Masses must be taken into account when looking at the 
overall workload of the parish priests. Also to be taken into consideration are Holy Days of Obligation and the 
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in non-sacramental liturgies, and priestly presence to other aspects of parish life such as organizations, socie-
ties, ministries and Religious Education must all be factored into the workload of the parish priests. 
 Two weekday Masses seems to be reasonable at this point since we will have three full-time priests. Alt-
hough it will be heavy compared to many other parishes, the workload will be, for the most part, manageable, 
at least for the foreseeable future. Having two weekday Masses will allow for each priest to have a day off dur-
ing the week, and will also assist in keeping the priest available for diocesan obligations outside the parish that 
priests sometimes have. 
 
How did you arrive at the new schedule of 6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.? 
 Consultation was done and discussions were held among the members of the Pastoral Staff, the Liturgy Com-
mittee, and the Pastoral Council and their approbation was given to the final schedule. The rationale behind it 
went something like this: 
 • It seemed apparent that the 7:00 p.m. Mass would be a logical one to eliminate. It was the least well-
attended of the weekday Masses and, as the most recently-added Mass, there were other issues as well: it was 
difficult to get ministers for the Mass, and it was problematic when other parish events, such as some Religious 
Education services, had to start no earlier than 7:45 p.m. Therefore, it was decided to discontinue the 7:00 p.m. 
Mass. 
 • We wanted to continue to have a Mass that people who work during the week could attend, and restoring 
the 6:30 a.m. Mass, which has a history in the parish and which many people have requested be brought back, 
serves that need. In addition, it lays good groundwork for the future. Should there be a change in clergy in the 
future, a resident priest who has a diocesan assignment elsewhere could take turns celebrating that Mass. 
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 • The 12:00 Noon Mass is being moved to 12:15 p.m. simply for practical reasons: we frequently have an 
11:00 a.m. Funeral Mass, and this often causes the 12:00 Mass to start late. Out of respect for everyone’s 
time, the regular starting time will now be 12:15 p.m. 
 • The new schedule does not duplicate the Mass schedules of neighboring parishes. St. Joseph in Babylon 
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these days of a shortage of priests, it is good for parishes to have a varying schedule of weekday Masses, which al-
lows for a greater choice among those who wish to go to Mass during the week. For example, a number of people from 
other parishes come to our 12:00 Noon (soon to be 12:15 p.m.) Mass because it is convenient for them and be-
cause their home parish does not offer that time. 
 
What about the Saturday morning Mass? 
 0���������
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Since there will no longer be an 8:00 a.m. Mass Monday through Friday, what happens to the Confessions 
which follow that Mass? 
 The time for Confessions during the week will now be following the 12:15 p.m. Mass, Monday through Fri-
day. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will continue following the 12:15 p.m. Mass on Wednesdays, also. 
 
Since there is no more 7:00 p.m. Mass, what happens to the Monday night Novena? 
 The Monday night Novena prayers will continue to be prayed, but the time will be moved to 7:00 p.m. 
 
Will there be any change in the Saturday 5:00 p.m. or Sunday Mass schedule? 
 No change is taking place in the Saturday night/Sunday Mass schedule. 
 
Does this affect the Saturday afternoon Confessions? 
 The Saturday afternoon Confessions will be impacted only in a minor way. We are changing the official 
time for them to 4:00-4:45 p.m. There may be times when only one priest will be available for Confessions on 
some or even on many Saturdays, and it will make things easier if we have a consistent ending time of 4:45 
p.m. for Confessions because of the 5:00 p.m. Mass. 
 
What about times for funerals? 
 Funeral times will become 9:45 a.m. as the first funeral, and 11:00 a.m. as the second funeral on Mondays 
through Fridays, and 9:00 a.m. as the first funeral and 10:15 a.m. as the second funeral (when no wedding is 
scheduled) on Saturdays. Also, out of concern for the number of Masses priests celebrate in any one day, we 
will be limiting the number of funerals to only two (2) per day. A request for a Funeral Mass on a day that is 
already booked with two funerals will mean that the Funeral Mass will have to be booked for the next day. 
There will, at times, be exceptions to this, as for example in the case of a Monday holiday when the amount 
of time to wait for the Funeral Mass would become excessive. 
 
What will the schedule for Holy Days of Obligation be? 
 Masses for Holy Days will be at 5:00 p.m. the night before, and at 6:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m., and 7:30 p.m. on 
the Holy Day itself. Since it is a day of obligation, additional Masses should be offered. 
 
When does all this go into effect? 
 It all begins on Monday, July 15, 2013. 
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OUR BAR IS OPEN EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT - OPEN TO MEMBER S AND GUESTS OF MEMBERS 
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Retired 
Knights Memo-
rial Mass @ 12 
Noon Repast 
to follow  
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2nd Council  
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10:15 AM Bin-
go 
4th Degree St. 
Martins Elec-
tions  
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7:15 PM Bingo �
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24 
Squirette’s 
Meeting �
6:30 PM�
Squire’s Meet-
ing �7:30 PM�

25 
Ladies Auxilia-
ry Meeting 8 
PM�

26 
10:15 AM Bin-
go 
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7:15 PM Bingo �
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Please contact the Parish Office at 631.226.7725 for 
other options for memorials.�
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New friends + Amazing experiments 

+ Wild games + Lip-smacking snacks + Surprising adventures 
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(Camp is for Nursery age -approximately age 4 -   

through Grade 5) 
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Yes, I would like to help defray the cost of our new parish hymnals. I enclose $35 per book, check made payable to 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 
 
Name ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone ___________________________________________e-mail _______________________ 
 
The bookplate should have the following inscription (please choose only one per book. You may do more than one 
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For a Deceased Person: In Memory of ______________________________________________ 
 
For a Living Person: In Honor of __________________________________________________ 
 
or a Simple Donation: Gift of _____________________________________  
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