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Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam 

                          OO¶H¶HLL  
  

Mission Statement 

“Trusting in God, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, and, motivated by Christ’s Life, Death 
and Resurrection, we, the people of God, 
under the protection of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, accept as our mission, the 
evangelization of our parishioners both active 
and inactive.  We accept the call to bring all 
to a personal, Covenant relationship with 
Jesus as Lord and Savior, to live the Paschal 
Mystery and to promote the spiritual health 
and growth of everyone in our parish 
community.”                       

                                ––––    The OLPH Pastoral Council 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

MAY 20–  7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

6:30  Mass for the People of the Parish 

8:00  Book of the Faithful Departed 

9:30  Anthony Gallo (42nd Anniversary—D) 

11:00 
Living & Deceased Members of the Christian 
Mothers & Guild 

12:30  Mother’s Day Novena 

5:00 Matthew McAuliffe 

6:30 Polish Mass 

MONDAY: MAY 21—St. Christopher Magallanes, Priest 

8:00  Karen Bruning & Hedwig Burkhardt 

12:00  Mother’s Day Novena 

7:00 Vincent Aiello 

6:55 Devotions (Novena)  NO BENEDICTION 

7:45 Confirmation Practice 

TUESDAY: May 22– St. Rita of Cascia 

8:00  Joseph Sredniawski 

12:00 Catherine Savage Marko & Joshua 

7:00 Michael Kielezewski 

WEDNESDAY: May 23—Easter Weekday 

8:00  Alourdes Jean Pierre 

12:00  Frank Duff & Founders of the Legion of Mary 

7:00  
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas O’Brien 

(50th Wedding Anniversary) 

THURSDAY: MAY 24— Easter Weekday 

8:00  Mary Pulaski 

12:00  Leo Interdonato 

7:00 Ann Porzio 
FRIDAY: May 25—  St. Bede the Venerable, St. Gregory VII, 

Mary Magdalene de Pazzi 

8:00  Thomas Moran 

12:00 Domenico Antonacci 

7:00 Eugene Cardell 

SATURDAY: May 26— St. Philip Neri, Priest 

8:00  Ann Porzio 

9:00 Rosina Lofaso 

VIGIL  MASS –  

5:00 Anthony Cardinal Bevilacqua 

7:45 Confirmation Practice 

What is Pentecost Sunday 
 Pentecost Sunday is one of the most ancient feasts of the Church, cele-
brated early enough to be mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles (20:16) and 
St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians (16:8). It supplants the Jewish feast 
of Pentecost, which took place 50 days after the Passover and which cele-
brated the sealing of the Old Covenant on Mount Sinai. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

In brief, devotion to Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Heavenly Mother has dwindled amongst many people in the 
Catholic Church.  And yet, the dynamic realities of Mary’s presence and revelation never seem to cease.  Mary 
continues to make herself know as Mother, Protector, Guiding Light and even Rescuer in times of tragedy and sor-
row.  In all that she is and all that she does, her singular purpose and desire has always been and still remains to 
bring us to her Son, Jesus and/or to reveal the reality of His presence and deep love for us. 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that Mary is….  
 

“Wholly united with her Son . . .  
964 Mary's role in the Church is inseparable from her union with Christ and flows directly from it. "This union of the mother 
with the Son in the work of salvation is made manifest from the time of Christ's virginal conception up to his death";504 it is 

made manifest above all at the hour of his Passion:  
Thus the Blessed Virgin advanced in her pilgrimage of faith, and faithfully persevered in her union with her Son unto the cross. There she stood, in keeping 
with the divine plan, enduring with her only begotten Son the intensity of his suffering, joining herself with his sacrifice in her mother's heart, and lovingly 
consenting to the immolation of this victim, born of her: to be given, by the same Christ Jesus dying on the cross, as a mother to his disciple, with these 
words: "Woman, behold your son."505 
965 After her Son's Ascension, Mary "aided the beginnings of the Church by her prayers."506 In her association with the apostles and several women, "we 
also see Mary by her prayers imploring the gift of the Spirit, who had already overshadowed her in the Annunciation."507  
 

. . . also in her Assumption  
966 "Finally the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all stain of original sin, when the course of her earthly life was finished, was taken up body and 
soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things, so that she might be the more fully conformed to her Son, the Lord of lords and 
conqueror of sin and death."508 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is a singular participation in her Son's Resurrection and an anticipation of the resur-
rection of other Christians:  
In giving birth you kept your virginity; in your Dormition you did not leave the world, O Mother of God, but were joined to the source of Life. You conceived 
the living God and, by your prayers, will deliver our souls from death.509 
 

. . . she is our Mother in the order of grace  
967 By her complete adherence to the Father's will, to his Son's redemptive work, and to every prompting of the Holy Spirit, the Virgin Mary is the 
Church's model of faith and charity. Thus she is a "preeminent and . . . wholly unique member of the Church"; indeed, she is the "exemplary realiza-
tion" (typus)510 of the Church.  
968 Her role in relation to the Church and to all humanity goes still further. "In a wholly singular way she cooperated by her obedience, faith, hope, and 
burning charity in the Savior's work of restoring supernatural life to souls. For this reason she is a mother to us in the order of grace."511  
969 "This motherhood of Mary in the order of grace continues uninterruptedly from the consent which she loyally gave at the Annunciation and which she 
sustained without wavering beneath the cross, until the eternal fulfillment of all the elect. Taken up to heaven she did not lay aside this saving office but by 
her manifold intercession continues to bring us the gifts of eternal salvation . . . . Therefore the Blessed Virgin is invoked in the Church under the titles of 
Advocate, Helper, Benefactress, and Mediatrix."512  
970 "Mary's function as mother of men in no way obscures or diminishes this unique mediation of Christ, but rather shows its power. But the Blessed 
Virgin's salutary influence on men . . . flows forth from the superabundance of the merits of Christ, rests on his mediation, depends entirely on it, and 
draws all its power from it."513 "No creature could ever be counted along with the Incarnate Word and Redeemer; but just as the priesthood of Christ is 
shared in various ways both by his ministers and the faithful, and as the one goodness of God is radiated in different ways among his creatures, so also 
the unique mediation of the Redeemer does not exclude but rather gives rise to a manifold cooperation which is but a sharing in this one source."514  
 

The month of May honors Mary and calls us to restore or renew our relationship with Mary.  There are many devotions that can help you to 
focus on Mary’s desire to help you at any time of your life.  If you need a mother’s love, her protection, her help or intercession just call on 
her and she will be there.  You do not need fancy words.  You only need a trusting heart that calls for help, guidance and strength….  Call out 
her name and she will be there.  There are thousands upon thousands of recorded encounters with Mother Mary.  She still appears in parts 
of this world to this very day.  “Believe” is not a slogan created by a retail clothing store....  It is a reality of faith that brings forth miracles. 
 

May God +bless you, and yours, today and forever. 

Ytà{xÜ TÇà{ÉÇçYtà{xÜ TÇà{ÉÇçYtà{xÜ TÇà{ÉÇçYtà{xÜ TÇà{ÉÇç 
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As Christian Stewards in Today’s World, We “Walk by Faith.”  

    May 20, 2012 — 7th Sunday of Easter 

 Jesus is the perfect steward—watching carefully over all who had been 
entrusted to Him by the Father and then sending them out into the world in service.  
May I similarly protect and wisely use the gifts entrusted to me! 

  We are grateful this week for all stewards in our parish who recognize that 

although each of us has our own unique gifts to share, our mission is the same—to 

serve others and help build God’s kingdom.  

W E E K L Y  O F F E R T O R YW E E K L Y  O F F E R T O R Y   
 

Your Parish Finance Council has suggested that this simple bar graph be added to our weekly bulletin to 
illustrate the gap between the Sunday collection and the amount needed to achieve a balanced parish budget.  
Since the beginning of our fiscal year, September 1, 2011, we have experienced a weekly shortfall in 
collections.   It is urgent that we begin to reverse this trend. 
 

O U R  P A R I S H ’ S  F I N A N C I A L H E A L T H   

D E P E N D S  O N  Y O U R  G E N E R O S I T Y  

P L E A S E  H E L P  C L O S E  T H E  G A P !  

 Second Collection (May 6) : Catholic Elementary Schools- $ 3,124.85 

B A N N S  O F  M A R R I A G E   
 

Third Time: 

     Patrick Matyja & Jennifer Scatorchio 

     Second Time: 

John E. Connolly (St. Joseph’s, Babylon) & Sacha Acuna (OLPH)  

Jason Segesto & Christine Vano (OLPH) 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Carol Milazzo-DiRenzo 
Annette Prete 

Ceclia Pastore 

Joan Giarrantano 

 
Dear God,  

         We place our worries in Your 

hands and ask that You restore Your 

servant to health again. 

 All envelopes must have your account number and offering 
amount indicated in order for your account to be credited (for taxes) 

those weekly and special donations.  Separate checks in each enve-
lope, please. 
  The account number, after the #267, is located under the date. 

Remember you must be registered (filled out an information card) in 

the parish in order to receive envelopes. Thank you. 

Weekly 
May 6, 2012 

         

Weekly 
May 8, 2011 

Baptisms 
 
 
 

Colin Chelchowski 

Connor James Ellis 

 
 
 
 

 We Welcome you, with love, 

to our parish family! 

We have had 47 

Baptisms so far in 

2012. 

PRAY FOR THE DEAD PRAY FOR THE DEAD PRAY FOR THE DEAD PRAY FOR THE DEAD   
 

Christopher M. McCormack 
Louis Poveromo 
James J. Campion 
Richard Paladino 
 

We ask you,  O God, 
 to be our quiet strength 
and consolation 
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PARISH NEWS  

 

� The second collection, May 19 & 20 is for the Catholic Communication Campaign which supports a 
wide variety of media projects that spread the gospel message and connect communities and individuals 
to their faith and to the Church.   

� Next Sunday, May 27 at the 11am Mass will be the VFW Post 7279 “Blessing of the Colors.” We invite 
all military (past & present, if possible) and their families to attend this special ceremony for Memorial 
Day. 

 

� Knights of Fatima—7th Annual Pilgrimage—BLUE ARMY SHRINE in Washington, New Jersey, June 
13, Bus departs 8am So. 1st Street behind Linden Florist. $30 pp—bring lunch—picnic grounds & snack 
bar on premise. For info call George at 226-3575. 

 

� Applications for Catholic Sports Camp  to be held at OLPH July 23-27, from 9am—1pm, can be picked 
up at the rectory.  The Sports Camp is open to all Elementary School children in Kindergarten & up.  
There is a $5 discount on application fees if received by May 30th! Contact: Terry Hirten 631-957-6069 
for more information.  

 

� The OLPH Community of Praise Prayer Group meets Tuesday evenings at 7:45pm in the Convent 
Meeting Room. Please enter through the front Convent door. All are welcome. 

 

� Please remember - NO PARKING at any time in the Chase Bank parking lot next to the Church! There 
is ample space in the lot on the south side of the school. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

 

� TONIGHT: Sunday, May 20, at 7:30pm. the St. Agnes Cathedral Music Series concert will feature music from 
Vienna - Haydn, Mozart, and Beethoven. Rockville Centre’s own Shore Symphony and the Diocesan Choir with 
soprano Christina Franco and Conductor Michael Wustrow will lead the choir and orchestra, and Beethoven’s Fifth 
Symphony, conducted by South Shore Symphony Conductor Scott Jackson Wiley. $15 adults, $10 student/senior. 
For information contact the Cathedral music office at 516.764.9578 or go to www.stagnescathedral.org. 

 

� Our Lady of Consolation in West Islip, a 450-bed Nursing Home & Rehabilitation Facility, is in need of 
Eucharistic Ministers to help distribute communion to our bed-bound residents each day. If anyone wishes to 
volunteer or has any questions please contact the Pastoral Care Department at 631-587-1600 X 8297.  

 

� Family, Marriage and Individual Therapy—provided by NYS licensed therapists available to our parish and 102 
other parishes. Services provided by Catholic Counseling Center. Most insurance policies, including Medicare, are 
honored. Confidential information and appointments: call Dr. Giuliani 631-243-2503 or go to our website 
thecatholiccounselingcenter.com. 

 

 

� THE 2013 MASS BOOK WILL OPEN ON OR ABOUT JULY 10ON OR ABOUT JULY 10ON OR ABOUT JULY 10ON OR ABOUT JULY 10— THE EXACT DATE WILL BE 

PUBLISHED AT THE APPROVAL OF OUR NEW PASTOR.    

Do You Have a Green Thumb? We are looking for volunteers to help plant flowers around the 
church, school and convent grounds.  If interested, please call Debbie @ 957-0765 or email your 
name and contact phone number to OLPHFAMILYLIFE@aol.com 

Thanks to all who joined 

the Rosary Rally at the Village Green 

May 3, during the National Day of Prayer. 

Watch for details of the next one scheduled 

for sometime in June! 
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Readings for the WeekReadings for the WeekReadings for the WeekReadings for the Week————May 20May 20May 20May 20————May 26, 2012May 26, 2012May 26, 2012May 26, 2012:  :  :  :      
            Sunday, May 20:  Acts 1:15Sunday, May 20:  Acts 1:15Sunday, May 20:  Acts 1:15Sunday, May 20:  Acts 1:15----17, 20a, 20c17, 20a, 20c17, 20a, 20c17, 20a, 20c----26; 1 Jn 4:1126; 1 Jn 4:1126; 1 Jn 4:1126; 1 Jn 4:11----16; Jn 17:11b16; Jn 17:11b16; Jn 17:11b16; Jn 17:11b----19191919    
Monday, May 21: Monday, May 21: Monday, May 21: Monday, May 21: Acts 19:1-8/Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday, May 22:Tuesday, May 22:Tuesday, May 22:Tuesday, May 22:        Acts 20: 17-27; Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday, May 23: Wednesday, May 23: Wednesday, May 23: Wednesday, May 23: Acts 20:28-38; Jn 17:11B-19 
Thursday, May 24:Thursday, May 24:Thursday, May 24:Thursday, May 24:    Acts 22:30, 23:6-11/ Jn 17:20-26 
Friday, May 25: Friday, May 25: Friday, May 25: Friday, May 25:     Acts 25:13b-21/ Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday, May 26: Saturday, May 26: Saturday, May 26: Saturday, May 26: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/ Jn 21:20-25 (morning) 
 Vigil: Pentecost: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b 
or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5;  Rom 8:22-27/ Jn 7:37-39 

May 20, 2012 — Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-

20; 1 Jn 4:11-16; Jn 17:11b-19 
Today we continue to revel in 
Easter joy, and the scripture read-
ings remind us that it is our duty 
as Christian disciples to proclaim 
the Good News of Christ’s resur-
rection.  Just as realistically as 
Christ called His first disciples to 

proclaim the Good News, He calls each one of us. 
He has given us so many gifts, and it is our task as 
disciples to use them for God’s glory, to build the 
Kingdom with our time, talents, and treasure.  

St. Paul writes to the Ephesians, “”I urge you to 
live in a manner of the call you have received, with 
all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 
with one another through love. … You were also 
called to the one hope of your call; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all. … 
But grace was given to each of us according to the 
measure of Christ’s gift” (second reading for the 
Ascension). 

Christ has ascended into heaven, and we live in a 
different era than those first disciples, but the call is 

one and the same. It is personal (He calls each one 

of us by name), it is urgent (He wants us to turn to 
Him now. He wants us to bring others to Him now). 

And it is sacrificial (We must give of ourselves – 

whole and entire – for the sake of the Gospel). 
Living such a life, giving of ourselves for the sake 

of Christ and His Church is extreme, particularly 

today when the world is consumed in selfishness, 

but it is fulfilling and it is glorious. It is the only 
way each one of us can be truly happy. 

How will you take ownership of your call to disci-

pleship today. How can you take a step forward in 
your stewardship way of life, giving more of your-

self – of your time, talent, and treasure to proclaim 

the Good News of Jesus Christ? 
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  Prayer is the quickest way to change your life. 

- The Bible Geek  

TONIGHT- Life Night- Trust  

Next week- Life Night- WORD  

JUNE 10th - Senior Send Off Party!!!  

Life Teen Car Wash TODAY Sunday May 20th from 8am till 2pm in the school 
parking lot. Cars $10 vans/trucks $15. Please come and support the Life Teen 
Program!  

Stay tuned for more events www.lifeteenolph.weebly.com 

Are you in 8th - 12th grade? Bored on Sunday nights? Come to the Life Teen mass and 
our Life Night that starts at 6:15 in the convent basement. You won't be sorry, we have 
a group of 25-30 teens each week growing closer to Christ and making tons of friends 
along the way. Each week we have a different activity and theme, Summer BBq's, and 
a retreat every year. Come once and I guarantee you will be hooked! Contact Brittany 
or Tom at OLPHLifeteen1@gmail.com  

Are you an adult 20-35 interested in leading our teens closer to Christ and being an 
active part in our community here at OLPH? We are always looking for volunteers. If 
you would like to apply please contact Brittany or Tom at OLPHLifeteen1@gmail.com 

"Life Teen has been the biggest life changing experience in my life. It has allowed me 
to see things more clearly and to focus on the important things in life; our religion and 
the people you surround yourself with. One of the most importantly things I have 
learned is friendship; in Life Teen I am able to speak my mind freely and still be 
accepted. the friendships I have made in Life Teen have brought me closer to God and 
allowed me to help other people. " 

- James Richter Senior 2012 

The Edge is for all middle school age kids all middle school age kids all middle school age kids all middle school age kids – no matter where you go to 

school—this is the place for you! We meet in the basement of the Con-

vent.  Look for the blue door on the south side of the Convent.  We 

meet from 7:30 til 8:45 pm. It’s a great place to come, hang out, play 

great games and learn about our faith.  

          Just come on downJust come on downJust come on downJust come on down,  no need to sign up!  

Tuesday, May 29th.  May 29th is a Glow-in-the-dark night! 

Any 5th graders who would like to join us are also invited to come to Edge! 

Open to anyone in 6th, 7th and 8th grade! No cost!  

Just let us know you’ll be here so we can plan food!  

Email olphedge@gmail.com or call 226-6239 and leave message to let us know you’ll be here! 
Any questions call and leave a message for Peggy. 
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PARISH SPIRITUAL ADOPTION PROGRAM 
 

   MONTH 3 –   Developing Baby --   “I can suck my thumb!”  
 

Your baby is quite active in the womb now - - although her mother won’t feel her for another cou-
ple of months. If her mother’s womb had a window, you could watch your spiritually adopted 
baby squint, swallow and move her tongue. She can make a tight fist if you touch her palm. She is 
breathing amniotic fluid which continues 
until birth, although she obtains the oxy-
gen her body needs through the umbilical 
cord. The baby you are praying for 
weighs one ounce. 

A word from Pope John Paul II to those suffering  

because of abortion: 

“Do not give in to discouragement and do not lose hope…  

The Father of mercies is ready to give you his forgiveness 

and peace in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.”  
(The Gospel of Life, no. 99) 

 Thank you to all 
who participated in the Easter 

Liturgy Family Fun Day!  
Everyone had a great time!  

All are invited to participate in the 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help May Crowning 

Sunday, May 20th following the 9:30 a.m. Family Liturgy.   
We will process from the church to the Blessed Mother statue located on the front 

lawn of the rectory and crown Mary.  Following the prayer ceremony, 

please join us for a free hospitality breakfast in the Parish/School cafeteria. 

We especially invite all the First Holy Communion children  

to be part of this special ceremony. 

(Please wear your First Holy Communion attire). 

For information, please contact OLPHFAMILYLIFE@aol.com  or 

Debbie McDonough Family Life Coordinator @ 957-0765  



 

 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul :    “WE HELP PEOPLE” 

CANNED FRUIT, CEREAL, SHELF-STABLE MILK, POWDERED  MILK, 

CANNED MEATS, INST. COFFEE  JELLY, ONE-LB. BOXES SUGAR, JAR 

TOMATO SAUCE, CANNED MEALS WITH MEAT,  RICE,  ALL TYPES 

OF JUICES, PERSONAL CARE ITEMS, TOOTHPASTE, SHAMPOOS, 

SOAPS,  TOILET TISSUE, PAPER TOWELS. 
 

As we celebrate the feast of the Ascension we are reminded that Christ’s saving 

work on earth continues through his disciples...and now through us. 

 When we give to the poor, God indeed pours his love, peace and joy into our hearts, into our 

lives and into the hearts of those who are poor. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Pantry is located at 272 South Wellwood Ave.  

The office is open:  Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 9 am—12 noon.  Call 631-225-5531. 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

3rd Grade – This year our 2nd graders will join us at the Wax Museum.  

Our Wax Museum will open at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, May 23rd.  We will 

dress as our favorite character from a book, movie, or television.  We have to 

research, create a poster, and memorize five facts about our character.  We 

will have fun while learning. 

SUPERMARKET BINGO 
        FRIDAY, May 25th 

           KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
               DOORS OPEN AT 6 PM 
           BINGO WILL START AT 7 PM 

     cost:  $7 per person & includes: 
  Bingo paper package, door prizes 

                coffee & cake………plus 

   LARGE & SUPER SWEEPSTAKES –PLUS A 50/50 
All are welcome! 

call Carol—631 592-8697 for information 
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Limiting Freedom: The HHS Mandate (3 of 7) 
On January 20, 2012, President Obama approved new regulations from the United States 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) that would require most private health 
insurers, including, with few exceptions, all Catholic employers, to cover sterilization, 
contraception and drugs that induce abortion, even if they have religious objections 
against doing so. Despite a so-called accommodation by the Administration on February 
10, the sweeping HHS mandate stands today little changed. Some were satisfied with the 
President’s concession, but not our shepherds. Speaking for his brother bishops about the 
current regulations, Cardinal Dolan said, “We’re still as worried as ever.”  
 
In an unprecedented way, the Administration’s plan for better healthcare impinges upon 
the religious liberty of the nation’s citizens. The HHS regulations will both force reli-
gious institutions to facilitate and fund a product contrary to their own moral teaching 
and purport to define which religious institutions are religious enough to merit protection 
of their religious liberty. Upon taking effect next year, the mandate will force religious 
employers, like Catholic Health Services of Long Island and Catholic Charities, which 
provide services beyond the Catholic community, to violate their moral convictions and 
religious beliefs. 
 
Some see the issue as concerning only contraception or sterilization, but it encompasses 
much more. As Archbishop-designate William Lori of Baltimore testified to Congress, 
"This is not a matter of whether contraception may be prohibited by the government. 
This is not even a matter of whether contraception may be supported by the government. 
Instead, it is a matter of whether religious people and institutions may be forced by the 
government to provide coverage for contraception or sterilization, even if that violates 
their religious beliefs." 
 
Bishop Murphy makes clear what is at stake: our cherished freedom. “This mandate,” he 
says, “directly interferes with the freedom of conscience of individuals and with the free-
dom of religious belief and practice of our Catholic institutions. The Administration has 
chosen to cast aside the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, deny-
ing to Catholics our nation’s first and most fundamental freedom, that of religious liberty 
and free exercise of conscience.” 
 
The HHS mandate is alarming. It is the most recent infringement upon our nation’s un-
derstanding of religious freedom. It shrinks the grandeur of religious freedom that 
Americans have long valued as both freedom to worship and freedom of conscience. It 
continues a pattern that seeks to marginalize faith, making it a purely private matter, ir-
relevant to the shaping of the life of the nation. 
 
 

Third in  a  series of seven bulletin  inserts. 
for further inform ation visit w w w .usccb.org and w w w .drvc.org 

PRAYER 
 

A lm ighty G od, F ather of 

all nations, for freedom  

you have set us free in  

Christ Jesus (G al 5:1). 

 

W e praise and bless you 

for the gift of religious 

liberty, the foundation 

of hum an rights, justice, 

and the com m on good. 

G rant to our leaders the 

w isdom  to protect and 

prom ote our liberties; 

B y your grace m ay w e 

have the courage to 

defend them , for 

ourselves and for all 

those w ho live in  this 

blessed land. 

 

W e ask this through the 

intercession of M ary 

Im m aculate, our 

patroness, and in  the 

nam e of your Son, our 

L ord Jesus Christ, in  the 

unity of the H oly Spirit, 

w ith w hom  you live and  

reign, one G od, for ever 

and ever. A m en. 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
understanding the basics ▪ defending a right 

“A s a com m unity of 
faith, w e m ust com m it 
ourselves to prayer and 
fasting that w isdom  and 
justice m ay prevail and 
religious liberty m ay be 
restored.” 
 

Bishop William Murphy 


