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Our Lady of Perpetual Help ChurchOur Lady of Perpetual Help ChurchOur Lady of Perpetual Help ChurchOur Lady of Perpetual Help Church 
              210 South Wellwood Avenue +  Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +        

Telephone:  631-226-7725  + Fax: 631-225-9597 +  
www.olphlindenhurst.com  + Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

Jesus said, “Seek first the kingdom of  God 
and his righteousness, 

and all these things will be given you besides.  
Do not worry about tomorrow; 

tomorrow will take care of  itself.” 
 Matthew 6:33-34a 

 
 

THE EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
February 26, 2017 

COME IN AND PRAY…COME IN AND PRAY…COME IN AND PRAY…COME IN AND PRAY…    
Our church is open 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. seven 
days a week, except for Thursdays when it closes 

after the 12:15 p.m. Mass for cleaning. 
Come in and spend some time in prayer.    

    

MASS SCHEDULEMASS SCHEDULEMASS SCHEDULEMASS SCHEDULE    
Monday – Friday 

  6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 
Saturday Morning: 

8:00 a.m.  
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.  

Sunday Masses:   
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.,  
12:00 p.m. & 5:00 p.m. 

  
LITURGY OF THE HOURSLITURGY OF THE HOURSLITURGY OF THE HOURSLITURGY OF THE HOURS    

We pray Evening Prayer each Saturday and 
Sunday after the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  

We pray Daytime Prayer each Wednesday 
at 1:50 p.m. 

    

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATIONSACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATIONSACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATIONSACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION    
Monday – Friday following the 12:15 p.m. Mass 

(except on Holy Days of Obligation)  
Saturday: 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available by 

making an appointment with one of our priests.     

OLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONSOLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONSOLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONSOLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONS    
Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Church  

(unless otherwise announced) 
    

ADORATION OF THE ADORATION OF THE ADORATION OF THE ADORATION OF THE     

BLESSED SACRAMENTBLESSED SACRAMENTBLESSED SACRAMENTBLESSED SACRAMENT    
Monday Evening: after OLPH Novena Devotions 

Wednesday: 12:45 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

First Saturday: 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURSPARISH OFFICE HOURSPARISH OFFICE HOURSPARISH OFFICE HOURS    
Monday- Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Saturday:  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
Sunday:  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

PASTORAL STAFF  PASTORAL STAFF  PASTORAL STAFF  PASTORAL STAFF      
Pastor: Reverend Monsignor Joseph DeGrocco 

Parochial Vicars: Reverend Fidelis Ezeani, Reverend Frank Zero 
Deacons: Deacon William Crosby, Deacon Douglas G. Smith, Deacon Robert A. Becker 

Business Manager: Mr. Frank Pokorney 
Director of Faith Formation: Mrs. April Kleinlaut 

Music Director: Mr. Christopher Ferraro 
————————–————————————————————————-— 

Pastor Emeritus: Reverend Monsignor Daniel S. Hamilton 
Deacon Frank Odin, Retired  
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Ash Wednesday, Lent and Easter Time 
     OK, this is it! This Wednesday is Ash Wednes-
day, and we will embark on another great journey 
through 40 days of Lent, 3 days of the Sacred Paschal 
Triduum, and 50 days of Easter Time. I encourage 
you to look on the journey ahead as a “Great 93 
Days,” with a very powerful rhythm and movement to 
it all, sweeping us along in the great central mystery of 
our faith, the Paschal Mystery of dying and rising with 
Christ. We have information elsewhere in this bulletin 
about the meaning of ashes and Ash Wednesday, the 
meaning and structure of Lent, and the ways that 
OLPH will observe Lenten Time in our prayer and 
worship. The key is to make the conscious choices 
during these days which will allow us to experience 
the depth and fullness of the mystery of our life in 
Christ, and what it means to experience new life with 
Him. 
     Traditionally, the conscious choices which 
help us to observe Lenten Time center around the 
three practices of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 
Through these practices, we seek to experience a true 
return as we make our way back to the Lord. We need 
to make this return because we sin. The Lord calls us 
back and offers us His everlasting mercy, reminding us 
of His covenant and His forgiveness. Lent as a journey 
toward Easter, and therefore as a journey toward bap-
tism (either being baptized or renewing our baptism) 
helps us to recalibrate our faith, so to speak, showing 
us where we need to be reconciled with the Lord and 
with our brothers and sisters. Through the Lenten 
journey we can be transfigured and grow in holiness; 
we can humbly accept God’s forgiveness and renew 
our commitment to our baptismal promises and to liv-
ing the commandments. 
     We journey through Lent as people of faith 
who believe in Jesus’ Resurrection, as we confess that 
Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life. Each year Lent 
leads us to Holy Week, when we enter Jerusalem with 
Jesus on Palm Sunday, when we hear His Passion, 
when we enter into the mystery of His dying on the 
cross and His rising to new life. 
     As we prepare to embark on these “Great 93 
Days,” let’s all do so with open hearts, eager and 
ready to enter into the mystery of our salvation. 
 
Mardi Gras 
      Don’t forget that this Tuesday night is our 
Mardi Gras celebration. We might as well go a little 
crazy before we settle down to the serious business of 
Lent, right? Be sure to join us, but if you haven’t 
signed up yet, be sure to do so very, very soon ―    
today is the last day that RSVP’s are being accepted; 
check the ad elsewhere in this bulletin.  

     We always begin with a beautiful liturgy of 
Evening Prayer in the church, which is always very 
gripping and profound in its imagery and symbolism. 
Then, the evening always ends with the burning of 
palms, within a simple prayer service. This is always 
such a beautiful moment, and both children and adults 
find this a significant event. It’s a great catechetical 
moment and makes a real connection between our cel-
ebrations of Palm Sunday and Ash Wednesday from 
year to year. I love going to Mardi Gras every year, 
and I hope I will see you there! 
 
Parish Mission―Fr. Patrick Griffin, C.M. 
     A great tradition to mark the season of Lent 
and to participate in a special spiritual practice is to 
attend the annual Parish Lenten Mission. As you have 
seen advertised, our Parish Mission this year will be 
three nights, Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, March 5, 
6 and 7, and will be given by Fr. Patrick Griffin. Fr. 
Pat is a Vincentian priest and a former colleague of 
mine from when we were on the faculty together at 
our diocesan seminary in Huntington. Fr. Pat is an 
internationally-known Scripture scholar who is also a 
very dynamic and challenging preacher. I know that 
he will have many terrific insights to share with us on 
the topic of what the wisdom of St. Joseph can offer us 
for Lent. When he suggested this topic, I thought it 
was very unique and I am very intrigued. I did caution 
him, though, to make clear to everyone that the St. 
Joseph he would be referring to is the Biblical St. Jo-
seph, and not me. 
     This promises to be a very engaging and 
thought-provoking Mission with many great spiritual 
insights. I hope you will take the time and make the 
effort to attend. I can promise that you’ll be glad you 
did. Fr. Pat will be preaching at all the Masses next 
weekend to introduce himself and the Mission. I know 
we’ll give him a warm welcome. 
 
Stations of the Cross during Lent 
     Another traditional Lenten practice is to pray 
the Stations of the Cross, and we are continuing our 
custom here at OLPH of having different parish 
groups or ministries lead the communal services of 
Stations on Friday evenings. This adds a great variety 
to our prayer, as different formats are used and a larger 
number of parishioners can serve as ministers at the 
Stations, leading the prayer in various ways. Set aside 
time to join us on the Friday nights of Lent at 7:30 
p.m. for this beautiful prayer. The first occasion, this 
Friday, March 3, will be led by members of the Litur-
gy Committee and will use the Psalms as the basis for 
meditating on each of the Stations. 
 

PASTOR’S PAGE 

February 26, 2017 
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Did you take your Little Black Book for Lent? 
     If there are still any left (they are very popular 
and go quickly!), make sure you take a copy of the 
Little Black Book for Lent. The book has reflections and 
spiritual insights for every day of Lent, and many peo-
ple have commented to me in past years how much 
they love these books. This is a very simple yet mean-
ingful Lenten practice that is easy to incorporate into 
one’s daily routine. 
     If you would like to offer a donation to help us 
offset the cost of these books, you can simply add a 
couple of dollars to your collection offering one week, 
or send something to the rectory with a note that it is 
to help pay for the books, which we offer free of 
charge to all parishioners. 
 
New Business Manager 
     On Wednesday of this week, March 1, a new 
Business Manager will begin working here at OLPH. 
Mr. Frank Pokorney will assume the position of Busi-
ness Manager, and we welcome him to our parish 
family. Frank comes to us with a wealth of experience 
from the world of banking, and I know he will be a 
great asset to us. Welcome aboard, Frank! All leaders 
and heads of all groups, ministries and organizations 

in the parish should make note that now you will be 
working with Frank as the Business Manager. 
     Although we have seen changes in our Busi-
ness Manager, one aspect of our Business Office has 
remained constant, and that is the Assistant to the 
Business Manager, Linda Coppola. I want to take this 
opportunity to publicly thank Linda for her consistent 
good work, her generosity and diligence, and the con-
tributions she makes to the good order and working of 
the Business Office. It’s a key role that she plays, and I 
am grateful for her dedication to her job and her devo-
tion to always doing her best for the good of OLPH. 
 
In conclusion… 
     Together, let’s aim high in Christ. Together, 
let’s bring out the best in each other. Together, let’s be 
the best we can be in Christ. 
     And let’s always remember: LOVE IS A 
GIFT. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

February 26, 2017 

PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN BANK PARKING LOT ON ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

            We ask that you kindly not park in the bank parking lot on the north side of 
the church on Ash Wednesday.  Remember that Wednesday is a normal business day 
for the bank, and the bank lot is not our property.  Let’s be a good neighbor! 
Please do not park in their lot on Ash Wednesday.   Thank you. 

ABSTINENCE AND FASTING ― ABSTINENCE AND FASTING ― ABSTINENCE AND FASTING ― ABSTINENCE AND FASTING ―     
ASH WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAYS OF LENTASH WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAYS OF LENTASH WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAYS OF LENTASH WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAYS OF LENT    

            All Catholics who have reached their 
fourteenth (14th) year are bound to abstain en-
tirely from meat on Ash Wednesday and all the 
Fridays of Lent. All Catholics between the ages 
of eighteen (18) and fifty-nine (59) inclusive are 
also bound to observe the law of fast on Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday. This means limit-
ing oneself to a single full meal and avoiding 
food between meals. Two other light meals, 
which together do not equal a full meal, may be 
taken during the day. Those whose work or 
health would be impaired are excused from fast 
and abstinence. Individual conscience should 
decide proper cause for excuse. A more serious 
reason is required to excuse oneself from Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday fast and absti-
nence. 

LITTLE BLACK BOOKS FOR LENT 
ARE NOW AVAILABLE 

     

Please take home a Little Black Book which con-
tains daily reflections for the Lenten season. 
This book, following on the Little Blue Book 
which was so popular for Advent, will provide 
the opportunity for 
prayerful sacred reading 
for every day of Lent. 
Let God speak to you 
during this special and 
holy time of the liturgi-
cal year by taking a few 
minutes for quiet reflec-
tion using the Little Black 
Book. 
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PARISH LENTEN MISSION 

The Wisdom of 
St. Joseph for Lent  

 

Sunday, March 5 
Monday, March 6 
Tuesday, March 7 

Each night at 7:30 p.m. in the  Church  
 
 

 

  This year our parish Lenten Mission will be led by 
Fr. Patrick Griffin, CM 

 

In May 2013, Pope Francis instructed the Catholic Community to 
include Joseph in all the Eucharistic Prayers.  The directive brought 
Joseph a little closer to the front in some Christian consciousness 
and prayer.  In this retreat, we will acknowledge the wisdom of  St. 
Joseph as it touches us personally, as it invites the formation of  
community, and as it points towards what is most important for a 
family. We hope to grow to be more like this good man as we cele-
brate the values of  this Lenten season leading us to Easter.   

 

Fr. Patrick Griffin, CM, a Brooklyn native, was or-
dained a Vincentian priest in 1979.   After ordination, he com-
pleted a doctorate in Biblical Studies and then taught at vari-
ous universities and seminaries.  From 1993-1999, he worked 
in Rome as the Econome General of the Congregation of the 
Mission (the Vincentians).   From 2010-2014, Fr. Griffin min-
istered in Paris as the Director General of the Daughters of 
Charity.  In March 2014, Fr. Griffin returned to St. John’s 
University in NY where he assumed his current position as the 
Executive Director for the Vincentian Center for Church and 
Society. 

February 26, 2017 
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

FIRST FRIDAY, 
FIRST SATURDAY 

& FIRST SUNDAY DEVOTIONS 

All are invited to come and pray 
with our parish community. 

 

First Friday Devotions will take place March 3 after 
the 6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. Masses. 
 

First Saturday Devotions—in honor of Our Lady of 
Fatima—will be conducted Saturday, March 4 begin-
ning with the Rosary at 7:40 a.m., Mass at 8:00 a.m. 
and continued devotion following Mass.  
 
Each month, all are invited to join the members of 
the Nocturnal Adoration Society for Eucharistic 
Adoration.  Adoration will be held on Saturday, 
March 4 from 8:00 to 11:00 p.m. Reflecting the 
diverse community present at OLPH, each hour of 
the evening is celebrated in different languages 
(Spanish, Polish, English). The evening concludes 
with Benediction at 11:00 p.m. 
 
First Sunday Devotions 
—Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament will 
take place on Sunday, 
March 5 at 7:00 p.m. 

NovenaNovenaNovenaNovena    
to Our Lady ofto Our Lady ofto Our Lady ofto Our Lady of    
Perpetual HelpPerpetual HelpPerpetual HelpPerpetual Help    

    

Each Monday, parishioners 
pray to seek the help and assis-
tance of the Lord for healing, 
family, children and the needs 

of the world, seeking the intercession of the 
Blessed Mother.  Following the Novena prayers, 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place. 
The evening concludes with veneration of a relic 
of St. Catherine Laboure.  Take some time each 
Monday to join in the OLPH Novena. 
 

Monday, February 27—7:00 p.m. 
Monday, March 6—6:30 p.m. 
 due to the Parish Mission 

Monday, March 13—7:00 p.m. 

Evening Prayer 
All are invited to pray Evening 
Prayer on Saturdays and Sundays 
after the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  Here we 
pray the psalms, listen to the Word 
of God and give thanks to God for 
the blessings of the day.  Evening 
Prayer is usually about ten to fif-
teen minutes in length. 
 

So come and pray… 

 
 

Saturdays and Sundays 
 

After the 5:00 p.m. Mass 
 

“The Liturgy of the Hours is intended to become the prayer of 
the whole People of God. In it Christ himself ‘continues his 
priestly work through his Church….Pastors of souls should see 
to it that the principal hours, especially Vespers (Evening 
Prayer)  are celebrated in common in church on Sundays and 
on the more solemn feasts.’” 

-Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1175  

February 26, 2017 

BRING PALMSBRING PALMSBRING PALMSBRING PALMS    
TO BE BURNEDTO BE BURNEDTO BE BURNEDTO BE BURNED    

FOR USE AS ASHESFOR USE AS ASHESFOR USE AS ASHESFOR USE AS ASHES 
   We are all familiar with the 
practice of receiving ashes on 
Ash Wednesday, which this year 

is March 1. The ashes are a sign of the public penance to 
which we are all called during the Lenten season. As we 
promise to repent and believe in the Gospel, the ashes 
brand us with the sign of the cross — a sign of our com-
mitment to the journey of prayer, fasting, and almsgiv-
ing, a journey which ends with the new life of baptism 
and baptismal renewal during the Easter season. Peniten-
tial acts are undertaken as a community, as together we 
journey to the cross and resurrection. 
       What you may not know is where the ashes come 
from. Very simply, the ashes used on Ash Wednesday 
are the ashes from palms saved from Palm Sunday the 
previous year, which have been burned. 
        We invite you to share in our communal celebration 
of Ash Wednesday in a special way. We ask you to 
bring old palms from your home and deposit them in 
the baskets which will be available. These palms will 
then be burned at our Mardi Gras celebration on Feb-
ruary 28th and used as ashes on Ash Wednesday, 
March 1st. 
       Please join in this meaningful gesture of community 
and solidarity as together we embark on our Lenten disci-
plines. 
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THE MEANING OF ASHESTHE MEANING OF ASHESTHE MEANING OF ASHESTHE MEANING OF ASHES    
Lent begins with ashes on our brows, remind-

ing us of fundamental truths about ourselves. The dust 
of the ashes reminds us that death is inevitable for each 
of us. The ashes speak of repentance and of our need to 
convert our lives. The words at the imposition of ashes 
call us to repent and to believe in the Gospel. The ashes 
speak of a fire that has grown cold, a fire that needs to 
be rekindled within us by the time we gather around 
the new fire at the Easter Vigil. We seek to rise from 
the ashes of our sinfulness to 
a fuller life with Christ. 
   But before we can    
embrace the new life of the 
resurrection, we must      
embrace the cross. Before 
coming to the font of life-
giving water, we must travel 
the desert. To embrace new 
life, we must be willing to 
embrace death. To become 
our true selves, we must 
leave the false selves behind 
which we have been hiding. 
Though it sounds negative, 
the dying to self to which we 
are called is the only way to 
fullness of life, and thus it is 
a profoundly positive step in our spiritual life, a step 
that begins with being signed with ashes. 
 

COMMUNAL MEANING OFCOMMUNAL MEANING OFCOMMUNAL MEANING OFCOMMUNAL MEANING OF    
ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENTASH WEDNESDAY AND LENTASH WEDNESDAY AND LENTASH WEDNESDAY AND LENT    

            We make our Lenten journey through the desert in 
the company of the catechumens and candidates      
preparing for the initiation sacraments at Easter. This is 
the origin of Lent. 
   What we have come to call Lent developed in the 
fourth century, when three intersecting movements  
coalesced.   The first was a paschal fast that gradually 
developed from two days into a forty-day observance. 
The second was the pattern of initiation that gradually 
developed into a full catechumenate with an intense 
period of spiritual formation leading to the sacraments 
at Easter. The third was the order of penitents, which 
sought a second conversion for those who sinned seri-
ously after baptism. Modeled on the catechumenate, 
this process of the order of penitents culminated with 
reconciliation just before Easter. 
   Thus the forty-day fast was understood as the final 
stage of preparation for those called to baptism and  
also as a time for reconversion for the already-baptized. 

As the whole community accompanied the elect and 
the penitents through this season, it came to be seen as 
a time for baptismal renewal for all the members of the 
church. 
   In subsequent centuries, however, both the        
catechumenate and the order of penitents gradually 
disintegrated. Lent was still seen as a penitential       
season, but the emphasis was on individual works of 
self-denial and on personal identification with the    
passion and cross of Christ. Lent was still a preparation 

for Easter, but the baptis-
mal focus was largely lost, 
and the communal nature 
of conversion was ignored.   
Prayer, fasting, and alms-
giving were held up as 
Lenten activities, but they 
became private rather than 
corporate. The liturgical 
reforms of the Second   
Vatican Council called for 
a recovery of the ancient 
tradition of a communal 
understanding of Lent. 
   We are to journey 
through Lent together, 
then, as though we were 
all catechumens. We are to 

listen to the readings and pray the prayers as though we 
were approaching the waters of life for the first time. 
We seek to understand and thus to enter into the expe-
rience of the elect, those called to enter into the paschal 
mystery of Christ Jesus though the waters of the font. 
Thus we all prepare together to come to the water 
again, to be more deeply converted to Christ and to 
renew our baptismal promises with conviction. 
 

DON’T JUST “RECEIVE” ASHESDON’T JUST “RECEIVE” ASHESDON’T JUST “RECEIVE” ASHESDON’T JUST “RECEIVE” ASHES    
            As a parish, we wish to highlight that ashes are 
never just received, but rather that being branded with 
ashes is a sign of a commitment we make. The ashes 
are a sign that together we are all enrolled in the “order 
of penitents” and that we are committing ourselves to 
cooperate with God in changing our life. Ashes should 
not be passively received, but actively accepted as a 
challenge — a challenge to die and to rise with Christ, 
a challenge to embark on the Lenten journey with 
ones’ brothers and sisters, a challenge to seriously    
undertake the traditional Lenten disciplines of prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving. 

ASH WEDNESDAYASH WEDNESDAYASH WEDNESDAYASH WEDNESDAY    

ASH  
WEDNESDAY  
LITURGIES 

 
 

6:30 a.m.— Mass 
12:15 p.m.—Mass 

4:15 p.m.—Word Service 
5:30 p.m.—Word Service 

7:30 p.m. — Mass 

February 26, 2017 
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Stations of the Cross 
Fridays, March 3, 10, 17, 24 

& April 7 
 at 7:30 p.m. in the Church  

 

We are continuing the custom of having different 
groups from the parish lead the Stations of the Cross 
on the Friday nights during Lent as a great way to 
highlight the traditional Lenten devotion of the        
Stations of the Cross.  
 
 

March 3: led by the Parish Liturgy Committee 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

The format will be 

A Light for My Path 

Praying the Psalms  

on the Way of the Cross 
 

My spirit is faint, my heart despairs,  

I stretch out my hands to you. 
—Based on Psalm 143:4, 6a 

 

 
 
 
 

During this Lenten season, offer yourself the opportunity to meditate on 
the Way of the Cross in a different way. You are invited to reflect on Jesus’ 
Way of the Cross by using the same prayers he used in his life: the Book of 
Psalms. Stations of the Cross on Friday, March 3 will journey through 
the traditional fourteen Stations of the Cross while providing time for 
personal reflection, an examination of conscience, and the communal sing-
ing of the psalms. 
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THE MEANING OF LENT 
We're going on retreat! True, we may not physically be traveling to a far-off place, but 
we are nonetheless going on retreat. The solemn season of Lent may be seen as a time of 
retreat for the entire Church, as we prepare to celebrate Easter and the new life which 
comes to us through Jesus’ death and resurrection. In fact, three focal points can form 
the basis for our Lenten spiritual journey: 
 ●  focusing on the mystery of Jesus’ death and resurrection; 
 ●  final preparation of those in the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist; 
 ●  rediscovery of and recommitment to Baptism by those already baptized, through their penance, spiritual   
renewal, and ongoing conversion. 
 

The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy of Vatican II explains: 
 The two elements which are especially characteristic of Lent — the recalling of baptism or the preparation for it, and penance 
— should be given greater emphasis in the liturgy and in liturgical catechesis. It is by means of them that the Church prepares 
the faithful for the celebration of Easter, while they hear God’s word more frequently and devote more time to prayer. More use 
is to be made of the baptismal features which are proper to the Lenten liturgy....The same may be said of the penitential        
elements. But catechesis, as well as pointing out the social consequences of sin, must impress on the minds of the faithful the  
distinctive character of penance as a detestation of sin because it is an offense against God. The role of the Church in penitential 
practices is not to be passed over, and the need to pray for sinners should be emphasized. During Lent, penance should be not 
only internal and individual but also external and social. 
 

THE STRUCTURE OF LENT 
Most people know that Lent is 40 days long, but they think that the 40 days are the six weeks plus the four days of 
the week of Ash Wednesday (which totals 46 days) minus six Sundays, which equals 40 days. But Lent does not 
end on Holy Saturday; it ends on Holy Thursday evening. The Triduum, or Three Days, beginning with the 
Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday and concluding with evening Vespers on Easter Sunday, is 
a three-day season unto itself, and not merely the final three days of Lent. The span of days from Ash Wednesday 
to Holy Thursday is 44 days, but the ancient fathers of the Church calculated 40 days by beginning the count with 
the First Sunday of Lent, and continuing until Holy Thursday. This practice has been kept to the present time, 
hence the 40 days of Lent. 
 

At least four phases of the season can be discerned: 
 

1. Ash Wednesday and the next three days:  These four days form a solemn preview of the season; the Scriptures and 
Mass prayers announce the major aspects of the observance and call us to enter into the season. The First Sunday 
of Lent begins the period of 40 days, with the Rite of Election for the catechumens being one expression of this. 
 

2. The 28 days from the First Sunday until the Saturday of the Fourth Week: Scripture readings and penitential rites   
provide the structure for these days.  Penance services, the Penitential Rite for candidates for reception into the 
full communion of the Church celebrated on the Second Sunday, and the first two scrutinies for the elect on the 
Third and Fourth Sundays, are all a part of this time.  Only two feasts, the Solemnity of St. Joseph, Spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary (moved to March 20 this year because March 19 is a Sunday), and the Solemnity of the    
Annunciation of the Lord (March 25), break this violet period in 2017. The Fourth or “Laetare” Sunday (March 
26) brings its own nuances, and rose-colored vestments may be worn that day. 
 
3. From the Fifth Sunday and following: Attention becomes focused on the passion of Christ during this period of 
Lenten time. The Third Scrutiny for the elect is celebrated on the Fifth Sunday of Lent.  
 
4. The last days, called Holy Week, beginning with Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord: These days are given the  
highest liturgical precedence so the Church will not be distracted from final preparations for the Triduum. Focus 
on the passion of Christ becomes intensified. 
 
Remembering that Lent is primarily about baptismal preparation and conversion, let us be aware of the structure 
and movement of this season as we journey toward Easter. 

LENT:  ITS MEANING, STRUCTURE, AND OUR CHURCH ENVIRONMENTLENT:  ITS MEANING, STRUCTURE, AND OUR CHURCH ENVIRONMENTLENT:  ITS MEANING, STRUCTURE, AND OUR CHURCH ENVIRONMENTLENT:  ITS MEANING, STRUCTURE, AND OUR CHURCH ENVIRONMENT    
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 Our church environment will look different during the Lenten season. The environment in which we worship 
helps us to enter into a Lenten spirituality — what we see (and don’t see) and smell and hear is all a part of the 
way we pray.  Here are some things you will notice during Lent: 
 
THE ASHES USED ON ASH WEDNESDAY WILL BE ON DISPLAY ALL DURING LENT, in the    
Divine Mercy Chapel area. This will be an ongoing reminder of the spiritual journey of Lent, a journey of   
dying and rising, a journey of changing our lives to be closer to Christ. The ashes come from burned palms 
saved from the previous year’s Palm Sunday. 
 
THERE WILL BE NO FLOWERS IN THE CHURCH.    The Roman Rite is specific about flowers for this 
penitential season: they are not allowed! The only exceptions this year are the feasts mentioned above and 
“Laetare” Sunday, the Fourth Sunday of Lent. 
 
OUR BAPTISMAL FONT WILL HAVE A “LENTEN LOOK” TO IT.    Our baptismal font will be        
decorated with purple bands, as a reminder that these forty days of penance and conversion lead to a renewal of 
our baptismal promises at Easter. We are thirsting for the new Easter water which will flow at the celebration 
of the Lord’s Resurrection! 
 
FOR THE PENITENTIAL ACT AT ALL SUNDAY MASSES DURING LENT WE WILL RECITE THE 
CONFITEOR (THE “I CONFESS TO ALMIGHTY GOD…”) AND THEN SING THE KYRIE ELEISON 
(“LORD, HAVE MERCY”).   This will highlight for us the penitential nature of the season and help us to 
more intently “acknowledge our sins, and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.” It also gives 
us the chance to use the Confiteor (“I confess to almighty God…”) which is not often heard at Sunday Masses. 
 
WE WILL USE THE APOSTLES’ CREED INSTEAD OF THE NICENE CREED.   The Roman Missal 
tells us, “Instead of the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed, especially during Lent and Easter Time, the         
baptismal Symbol of the Roman Church, known as the Apostles’ Creed, may be used.” So, to highlight the  
sacredness of the season, we will use the Apostles’ Creed instead of the Nicene Creed, the one we usually use, 
for all of Lent and Easter Time. This will highlight for us the baptismal character of both the Lenten and Easter 
seasons. 
 
THERE WILL BE NO SINGING OR INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC AT THE PREPARATION OF THE 
GIFTS DURING LENT. This will help create a mood of prayerful quiet and reflection appropriate to the   
season. The Priest may continue to pray the preparation prayers silently, or he may recite them out loud, giving 
the people the opportunity to respond, “Blessed be God forever.” 
 
CROSSES AND IMAGES IN THE CHURCH WILL BE COVERED STARTING WITH THE FIFTH 
SUNDAY OF LENT. This custom becomes yet another stark visual reminder of the seriousness of Lent and 
helps us to truly experience heavenly joy and resurrected life when the images of the saints, who are in        
heavenly glory, are seen once again come Easter. 
 
There are other ritual aspects that go into the celebration of Lent: 
 ●  the omission of the Glory to God in the highest at the beginning of all Masses; 
 ●  the omission of the Alleluia before the Gospel, replaced by another Gospel acclamation; 
 ●  less use of the organ and more singing without the accompaniment of instruments 
 ●  traditional Lenten practices such as prayer, fasting, and almsgiving; 
 ●  Lenten devotions such as Stations of the Cross and our Parish Mission (look for details elsewhere in the   
bulletin). 
 
 As we journey through the days of Lenten springtime together, let us enter into its spirit by anticipating the 
new life which comes to us through Jesus’ resurrection at Easter. 

CHURCH ENVIRONMENT AND OTHER RITUAL ELEMENTSCHURCH ENVIRONMENT AND OTHER RITUAL ELEMENTSCHURCH ENVIRONMENT AND OTHER RITUAL ELEMENTSCHURCH ENVIRONMENT AND OTHER RITUAL ELEMENTS DURING LENTDURING LENTDURING LENTDURING LENT 



Page 11 

 

February 26, 2017 

A LETTER FROM BISHOP BARRES 
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OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION 
Located in the school building 
Phone # 631.226.7725 x. 253 
Email: religioused@oloph.org 
Director: Mrs. April Kleinlaut 

(akleinlaut@oloph.org) 

OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY: 11:00 a.m.  -  7:00 p.m. 
TUESDAY: 9:00 a.m.  -  2:00 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY: 2:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
THURSDAY: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
SATURDAY: 8:00 a.m.  - 1:00 p.m. 

February 26, 2017 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
March 1st (this week) 

Ash Wednesday: NO Wednesday Classes 
Families must attend one of the 

Ash Wednesday liturgies (see schedule elsewhere). 
 

Saturday, March 4th 
Level 3 Penance Service 

ALL Level 3 students and a parent must go to the 
Church at 11:00 a.m., regardless of session time. 

No classes for Level 3 will take place.  
 

Monday, March 6th 
No Class: Parish Mission 

Students must attend the Parish Mission on 
Sunday 3/5, Monday 3/6, or Tuesday 3/7 

to fulfill the workbook requirement. 
 

Wednesday, March 8th (classes resume) 
Students are reminded to attend the Parish Mission 
on Sunday 3/5, Monday 3/6, or Tuesday 3/7 

to fulfill the workbook requirement.  

New Student Registration 
 
 
 
 
 

Letters have been mailed to families 
with children who will be entering 1st 
grade in the 2017-18 year and were  
baptized at OLPH, regarding registra-
tion for religious education. 
 

We encourage all families with students 
who have not yet begun religious  
education, who will be beginning 1st 
grade (or older), to register for religious 
education. We welcome anyone  
interested in registering or learning 
more about our program to make a 
“New Family” appointment or call us 
for any information.  
 

Please remember that all new registered  
students—including those with siblings  
already in the program—must have a 
copy of his/her Baptismal certificate. 
New families MUST make an appoint-
ment to register by calling or emailing 
us.  
 

Should you have any questions regard-
ing religious education, registration for 
the 2017/18 year, or offering your time 
as a catechist or hall monitor in our  
program, please contact our office.  We 
can’t wait to meet you! 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St. Katharine Drexel 

1858-1955 
St. Katharine was born into a 
wealthy and faith-filled family, 
homeschooled from a young age. 

Her family was known for opening its doors to the 
poor three days a week, and as she grew up, she 
began teaching Sunday School classes. Wanting to 
do more for the Church, she became a missionary 
to the Native Americans and established the Sisters 
of the Blessed Sacrament, opening schools for    
minority children in a time of great racial tension. 
She lived to be 96 and was canonized in 2000.  

St Katharine, pray for us!  
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2017 ADULT FAITH FORMATION CLASS 

Yes, please, sign me up! 
New Testament 

Name____________________________________________ 
 
Phone #_______________________________    E-mail_________________________@_________ 

A fee of $20 per person will be col-lected to cover the costs of materials. 

Basic Course: New Testament  
To introduce participants to the structure, content and 
themes of the major books of the New Testament, the par-
ticipants will become acquainted with the variety of writ-
ings which comprise the Christian Scriptures and expe-
rience the Scriptures as the living Word of God in which 
we encounter the risen Christ.  The participants will under-

stand the origin, development and purpose of the Gospels as well as the mes-
sage of Saint Paul’s writings.  

Instructor: April Kleinlaut 
Coordinator of Faith Formation  

Thursdays: March 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 

Time: 7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m.     Place: Room 18 
 

To register, contact the Parish Office at 631.226.7725, e-mail to AKleinlaut@oloph.org. 
or return the form below to the rectory. 

            As required by the Diocese of Rockville Centre, Sacraments of Initiation ― Baptism, First Holy 
Communion, and Confirmation ― are to be celebrated in the home parish of the child. Therefore, all    
families of OLPH with children celebrating First Communion and Confirmation are to have their children 
celebrate those sacraments at OLPH. As Catholics, our faith identity is centered in our Eucharistic identity, 
namely, the Sunday worshipping community we belong to (where we celebrate Mass Sunday after Sunday). 
That is our primary community and the community in which our faith is lived, day in and day out. 
            Because of this, and because each year of religious formation builds on the prior one, all school-
aged children who are parishioners of OLPH, regardless of where they attend school, must be registered 
with our Religious Education Office for all years of religious formation (not only for sacrament-
preparation years). 
            • Children in all grades who attend public school attend religion classes in our Religious Education 
Program, and they and their parents also participate in various non-classroom religious formation experi-
ences. 
            • Children in all grades who attend a Catholic elementary school need not attend the Religious  
Education classes, but they must be registered with the Religious Education Office, and they and their    
parents must participate in all the non-classroom religious formation experiences, especially but not only in 
sacrament-preparation years. 
            • Children in all grades who are homeschooled must also be registered with the Religious Education 
Office; they may or may not be required to attend the Religious Education classes, depending on their 
homeschool curriculum, but regardless, the homeschooled children and their parents must attend the      
various non-classroom formation experiences, especially but not only in sacrament-preparation years. 
            If you are a parishioner with a child in a Catholic elementary school, or if you homeschool, and you 
are not yet on record with our Religious Education Office, please contact the office immediately. If you 
know of anyone who should be registered in the program, please let them know of this policy. Thank you 
for your cooperation and understanding. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE AFFECTING ALL CHILDREN OF THE PARISHIMPORTANT NOTICE AFFECTING ALL CHILDREN OF THE PARISHIMPORTANT NOTICE AFFECTING ALL CHILDREN OF THE PARISHIMPORTANT NOTICE AFFECTING ALL CHILDREN OF THE PARISH 

STARTS 
THIS 
WEEK 
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul Society of St. Vincent de Paul Society of St. Vincent de Paul Society of St. Vincent de Paul      
Located in Room 24 of the School  

Use Parking Lot located 
on corner of Gates & High Streets 

 631.226.7725 x. 234 
The office is open:   

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
 9:00 a.m.—12:00 Noon 

 1st & 3rd Saturdays: 1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m.  
   
  Jesus tells us that our heavenly Father knows all 
that we need, and so we need to let tomorrow take 
care of itself as today has troubles enough of its  own. 
  Through your gifts, the Society of  St. Vincent de 
Paul was able to assist 142 families, providing 143 
children, 231 adults and 30 seniors with food and 
other assistance they needed. Thank You! 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 

� Blue Door Thrift Boutique: Tricia Buckley—631.561.5790—thebluedoor@oloph.org 
� Catholics for the Freedom of Religion:  Marie Foster—631.592.1509—cffr@oloph.org  
� Community Meal: Gigi Gracey—631.943.0095—gigigracey1962@gmail.com—Deborah McDonald -516.662.2529—Dnk875@aol.com 
� Golden Age Society: Dolores Barone—631.957.3432 
� Homeless Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com—Peggy Pannullo—631. 921.5994—justin97@aol.com 
� Hospital Visitors: Peter O’Neill—631-226-6340—oneillp@optonline.net 
� Middle Ages: Gail Tonnessen—631.957.1449—gtonness@optonline.net 
� Nursing Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com 
� Respect Life Committee: Louise Perrotta—631.412.3831—louiseperrotta@optonline.net 
� St. Bernard League: Kristine Doyle—631.804.3466—Kristine Kelly—631-412-5629—stbernardleague@oloph.org 
� St. Vincent de Paul Society: Deborah Deasy—631.226.7725, x. 234 
� Senior Moments/Spirituality: Fran Grasso—631.956.3003—sixfingers13@gmail.com 
� Special Needs Ministry: Jessica Becker—631.226.6175—jbecker@oloph.org—Caroline Grogan— 631.225.7688—straightclaw@optonline.net 

NEW Food Pantry List! 
 

PASTA SAUCE 
CANNED CHICKEN  
SHELF-STABLE MILK 

COFFEE 
CANNED FRUIT 

PUDDING MIX OR CUPS 
CAKE MIX 
COOKIES 

SMALL JUICES 
TOILET PAPER 

 

Please bring your donations to the St. VdP office: 
Monday, Wednesday or Friday 9:00 a.m.—12:00 Noon 
or 1st & 3rd Saturday 1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m. or drop off on 

the sanctuary steps in the church. 

Thank you for your continued generosity.    
Cut out this list and take it to the store! 

† A LIVING MEMORIAL 
 

THANK YOU!!!   The Society of St. Vincent de Paul OLPH Conference wishes to 
thank those who have supported our Living Memorial Card program.  To date, your 
donations have amounted to over $4,000 which is used to offer person-to-person ser-

vice to the needy and suffering within our parish.   
Memorial donation envelopes are available on the pew ledges, in the SVDP Food Pantry (M-W-F, 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon and the 1st & 3rd     Saturdays, 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.) or at the Rectory.  A beauti-
ful memorial card acknowledging your donation is sent to the bereaved. 

Please contact Janet Hume at the SVDP Office at 631-226-7725 X 234 for further information. 

February 26, 2017 
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HOMELESS MINISTRYHOMELESS MINISTRYHOMELESS MINISTRYHOMELESS MINISTRY    
    

FOOD PREPARERSFOOD PREPARERSFOOD PREPARERSFOOD PREPARERS 
We are always in need of individuals, families and 
groups to prepare a light meal and/or soup for our 
weekly runs. Can you help us? Contact Regina Muir at 
631.226.2709 or e-mail to rmuir11@aol.com. You as-
sist when you can—usually once every other month!    

    

DONATIONSDONATIONSDONATIONSDONATIONS    
We are in need of  the following items: 
 

heavy sweat pants (large to 3XL) 
hats (skull cap type) 
heavy gloves  
 
 
 

If it is easier, we can always use Kmart gift cards (and 
the like) or financial donations, and we'll do the shop-
ping. 
 

Donations can be dropped off at the Parish Office from 
9:00 a.m.—9:00 p.m. daily and 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 
on the weekends. 
 

 

MIDDLE AGESMIDDLE AGESMIDDLE AGESMIDDLE AGES    
Are you in your late 40s, 50s, or early 60s?  

Are you looking to meet others your age for times of 
spirituality, socializing and social action?  

 

Our next gathering is  
 

Tuesday, March 21 
 Meeting 

 

7:00 p.m. in Room 24 

 

Call Gail Tonnessen at 631-957-1449 
or email her at gtonness@optonline.net 

    
    

Senior MomentsSenior MomentsSenior MomentsSenior Moments    
Give yourself a Challenge  

The Senior Moments Ministry is a committed 
spiritual family who meet once a month 
on the 2nd Tuesday of the month. 

    

Our next meeting will be on 

Tuesday, March 14 
9:00 a.m. in Room 24 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Are you watching… 
The new season of 

INSIGHT? 
Msgr. Joe’s television show INSIGHT, which he 
co-hosts with Bishop Robert Brennan and Bishop 
Nelson Pérez, can be seen airing weekly on 
Telecare, channel 29 on Cablevision, on:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesdays at 10:30 p.m.  
Wednesdays at 11:00 p.m. 

Fridays at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturdays at 10:00 p.m. 

February 26, 2017 

BLUE DOOR BOUTIQUE 
 

  The Blue Door Boutique is looking for a few more 
offerers to help out at the shop.  Saturday shifts from 
1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. are available and much needed.  
Come and join our team!  We have a great time and 

serve a great need in the parish. 
For more information, email buckleyt@optonline.net 

 

Dona�ons gratefully accepted whenever the shop is open.  

Please no toys, stuffed animals, books or electric items. 

Hours of Operation 
M, W, F 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
SAT. 1:30-3:00 p.m. 
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EL MINISTERIO HISPANEL MINISTERIO HISPANEL MINISTERIO HISPANEL MINISTERIO HISPANOOOO    

February 26, 2017 

EL MINISTERIO ISPANO DE NUESTRA SEÑORA DEL PERPETUO SOCORRO, 
El grupo de oración “Jesús es el camino la verdad y la vida” le invita a alabar y glorificar al PADRE, al HIJO, y al ESPIRI-
TU SANTO, todos los jueves de 7:00 PM  en adelante en un ambiente familiar. Comenzando con el Santo Rosario. Le ofre-
cemos el cuidado de los niños, también les ensenamos la doctrina de la iglesia. 
 

Todos los martes llevamos el Santo Rosario a los hogares para orar en familia. Familias interesadas favor llamar a Virginia 
Constantino al (631) 957-1149 
 

Para información sobre los sacramentos de El bautizo, Matrimonio y servicios pastorales, tales como llevarle la Eucaristía los 
enfermos, la última unción de los enfermos. 
 

Las charlas de bautizo se llevan a cabo cada segundo y cuarto domingo del mes, los padres interesados en bautizar a sus hijos 
deben atender a una serie de charlas. Estas charlas son cada primer y tercer lunes del mes 
Para más información llamar a la rectoría (631) 226-7725.  En español a Alejandro Campos teléfono (631) 671-9257 correo 
electrónico saitjoseph98@gmail.com. 

Lecturas del domingo 5 de Marzo del 2017 
Estamos reunidos en el nombre de Jesús.  
Él nos trajo vida en vez de muerte; 
con su obediencia compensó por nuestra desobediencia. 
Que su gracia y su paz esté siempre con ustedes. 
 

Primer Lectura (Génesis 2,7-9; 3,1-7): Tentados desde el Principio 
En una historia de carácter simbólico, el escritor sagrado dice que, según tradición inmemorial, los hombres han sufrido 
siempre la tentación de hacerse a sí mismos sus propios dioses, dueños absolutos de su propia vida y felicidad. Ésta sigue 
siendo la tremenda tragedia humana. 
 

Segunda Lectura (Romanos. 5,12-19): El Hombre Jesucristo Nos Salva 
Adán, representando a toda la humanidad, echó a perder la buena y recta relación con Dios, con otros seres humanos, y con-
sigo mismo. El Hijo de Dios, el hombre Jesucristo, vino a restaurar esta relación. Ésta es la tragedia humana que Jesús vino a 
remediar. 
 

Evangelio (Mateo 4,1-11): Jesús Vence Nuestras Tentaciones 
Jesús venció todas nuestras tentaciones humanas de egoísmo, soberbia y poder. Él quiso servir a Dios y salvar a los hombres. 
De este modo nos hizo capaces de servir con humildad a Dios y a nuestro prójimo. 
Cuando nos miramos con seriedad a nosotros mismos, nos percatamos de que hay cosas que nos impiden ser lo que 
desearíamos ser, como personas y como cristianas. Tenemos la impresión de que no somos libres para ser auténticamente 
nosotros mismos. --- Al principio de su misión Jesús se miró a sí mismo y vio las tentaciones que le impedirían llevar a cabo 
su misión. --- La Cuaresma es para nosotros el tiempo propicio para mirar dentro de nosotros mismos y para ver qué es lo 
que nos impide ser verdaderamente libres para servir y amar a Dios y a los hermanos según es debido. --- Acompañemos a 
Jesús al desierto, miremos al hondón de nuestro corazón, y con Jesús rechacemos lo que nos atenaza, lo que nos mantiene 
tibios e indiferentes, para que con él y como él podamos servir. 
 

Líbranos, Señor,  
Líbranos, Señor, de todos los males concédenos el don de estar siempre en paz contigo, 
con nosotros mismos y unos con otros. En las pruebas inevitables de la vida, guárdanos fieles a ti no permitas que oprimamos 
a nadie. Ayúdanos a construir juntos tu reino de justicia y amor hasta que termines felizmente todo lo que comenzaste en 
nosotros, por medio de nuestro Señor y Salvador Jesucristo 
 

Hermanos: En esta eucaristía hemos mirado con admiración a Jesús hemos visto cómo sufrió las tentaciones y cómo las 
venció. Hemos mirado a Jesús, y en  él reconocemos 
lo más íntimo de nosotros mismos. Él es el tipo de persona  que nosotros,  
cada uno  a nuestra manera peculiar, debemos intentar lograr.  
Durante nuestros cuarenta días de Cuaresma seguimos mirándole e intentamos asemejarnos a él. 
Para ello, que la bendición de Dios todopoderoso, Padre, Hijo y Espíritu Santo descienda sobre no-
sotros y nos acompañe siempre Hermanos: En esta eucaristía hemos mirado con admiración a Jesús 
y hemos visto cómo sufrió las tentaciones y como las  venció 

La próxima semana nuestra parroquia realizará The Catholic Relief Services Colletion. 
Esta Colecta financia a seis agencias católicas que benefician a milliones de familias y de individuos vulnera-
ble, desplazados y empobrecidos en todo el mundo.  Los fondos provenientes de esta Colecta marcan la 
diferencia en muchas vidas alrededor del  mundo ya que éstos sirven para prestar servicios humanitarios di-
rectos, ayudar a las victimas del tráfico humano y a reunificar familias. ¿Le ayudarás? La próxima semana, 
por favor, apoya a The Catholic Relief Services Collection ya que estarás ayudando a  Jesύs con otro rostro. 
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PRAYING FOR AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER 
WE REMEMBERWE REMEMBERWE REMEMBERWE REMEMBER    

We remember those who have died in our parish 

community this week: 
 

Samuel Yannone 
John Donalds 

Michael T. Grimaldi 
Antonio Senande 
Helen T. Reilly 
Anna Vormittag 
Stanley Stachacz 
Rosina Bono  

Kathleen T. Happich  
 

 

“O God, who through the ending of present things open up 
the beginning of things to come, grant, we pray, that the 
soul of your servant may be led to you to attain the 

inheritance of eternal redemption.” 

WE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVE    
We pray for the sick of our parish… 

If a family member or close friend is ill, please let 
us know so our community can pray for them. To 
have your name or the name of a loved one listed 
in our parish bulletin, please call the Parish 
Office. Please make sure the person is aware the 
request has been made and that they are 
agreeable with their name printed in the 
bulletin.  

February 26, 2017 

MASS MEMORIALSMASS MEMORIALSMASS MEMORIALSMASS MEMORIALS    
A beautiful way to remember a loved one!  

Memorials used during the Masses for week of 
February 26—March 4: 

 

Altar Bread & Wine 
In Memory of 

Thomas Daniel Mattias 
Requested by 

The Mattias Family 

 

Please contact the Parish Office at 631.226.7725 

for other options for memorials. 

Mary Elizabeth Setti 
Mary Doran  
Bunnie Rieger  
Richard Rieger  
John Jordan  

Amelia Jean Connolly 

Annmarie Levy 
Lisa Ruggiero 

Taylor Paige Crosby 
Anthony Blasie  
James Byrne Jr.  
Alyssa Drenkalo 
Erin Stanton  
Charles Cascio  

Bernadette Sinnott  
Ester Darrigo  

Laura Fischer  
Ann DeVito  

Nora McMahon  
Eileen McCauley  
Patricia & 

Richard Kleczkowski 
Ann Power  
Theresa Lisio  

Kathy Cunningham  
Susan Murphy  
Therese Gigante 
Jean Wilutis  
Andrew Lewis  

SPECIAL NEEDSSPECIAL NEEDSSPECIAL NEEDSSPECIAL NEEDS    
MINISTRYMINISTRYMINISTRYMINISTRY    

 

Mass for People with 
Special Needs 

This vital ministry offers experiences for those 
with special needs and their families, including 
special Masses, various activities and opportuni-
ties to come together as a parish community. 

 
 

Saturday,  
March 4 

 

4:00 p.m. School Auditorium 
 
 

All are welcome 
come celebrate Mass with us! 

 

We can use some help in preparing for our monthly 
Mass and other special needs events. How about you? 

Contact Jessica Becker at 631.226-7725 X 252 or 
email to jbecker@oloph.org 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

MONDAY, February 27—  
Weekday 

6:30 Lucile Valese 

12:15 Maria Aliano 

TUESDAY, February 28—    
Weekday 

6:30 NYPD Paul Tuozzolo 

12:15 Franny Keller Levesque 

WEDNESDAY, March 1—    
Ash Wednesday 

6:30 Frank Kelly 

12:15 John Paul Onysko 

4:15 Word Service 

5:30 Word Service 

7:30 Florence DiMaggio 

THURSDAY, March 2— 
Thursday after Ash Wednesday 

6:30 Nancy Marcantonio 
12:15 Anthony Russo 

FRIDAY, March 3— 
Friday after Ash Wednesday 
(Saint Katherine Drexel, Virgin) 

6:30 Veronica Windishman 

12:15 John Paul Onysko 

SATURDAY, March 4— 
Weekday 
(Saint Casimir) 

8:00  Irene Bartozewicz 

Vigil for  
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

4:00 Special Needs Mass—Auditorium 

5:00 For the People of the Parish 

Sunday, March 5 
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

8:00 Salvatore Gigante 

10:00 Martyn Matheson 

12:00 Joseph K. Linguiti 

5:00 John Deodato 

PARISH CALENDAR 
Monday, February 27, 2017 

9:00 a.m. St. Vincent de Paul/Food Pantry Room 24 

2:30 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul Meeting Room 24 

7:00 p.m. Liturgy Committee Meeting St. Lucy 

7:00 p.m. Devotions Church 

7:15 p.m. Level 8 Classes School 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 
5:00 p.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal Church 

5:45 p.m. Evening Prayer 
and Mardi Gras 

Church 
Auditorium 

6:45 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Cafeteria 

Wednesday, March 1, 2017 
9:00 a.m. St. Vincent de Paul/Food Pantry Room 24 

12:45 p.m. No Exposition Church 
2:00 p.m. Legion of Mary Business Meeting Room 24 

4:15 p.m. Word Service for Ash Wednesday Church 

5:30 p.m. Word Service for Ash Wednesday Church 

6:00 p.m. Van Run Room 10 
7:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal Church 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 
1– 5 p.m. Church closed for cleaning Church 

6:00 p.m. Respect Life Meeting Room 18 
7:00 p.m. Spanish Prayer Group  Cafeteria 
7:30 p.m. Adult Faith Formation: New Testament Room 18 

7:30 p.m. Baptismal Prep Class for Parents Room 16 
8:00 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous Room 24 

Friday, March 3, 2017 

9:00 a.m. St. Vincent de Paul/Food Pantry Room 24 

7:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross Church 

Saturday, March 4, 2017 
8:30, 10:00 
& 11:30 a.m. 

Levels 1-5 Classes School 

11:00 a.m.  Level 3 Penance Service Church 

1:30 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul/Food Pantry Room 24 

4:00 p.m. Confessions Church 

5:00 p.m. RCIA Church 

6:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Church 

7:30 p.m. Alcohol Anonymous Meeting Cafeteria 

8:00 p.m. Nocturnal Adoration Church 

Sunday, March 5, 2017 

10:00 a.m. RCIC  Room 18 

6:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Church 

7:30 p.m. Parish Mission Church 

8:00 p.m. Alcohol Anonymous Meeting Cafeteria 

7:00 p.m. Adult Confirmation Class St. Mark 

8:00 p.m. NO Community of Praise Room 16 

5:00 p.m. CYO Basketball Auditorium 
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  AND CONTACT INFORMATIONIMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  AND CONTACT INFORMATIONIMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  AND CONTACT INFORMATIONIMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  AND CONTACT INFORMATION    

Parish Phone: (631) 226-7725  Parish Fax: (631) 225-9597 
Directory of Phone Extensions    

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISMTHE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISMTHE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISMTHE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM    

Baptism ceremonies are held on the second and fourth Sundays of the month. 
Parents wishing to have a child baptized must attend a baptism preparation ses-
sion before the baptism; these sessions are held on the first and third Thursdays 
of the month excluding holidays. Contact the Parish Office to begin the process 
of having your child baptized. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICKPASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICKPASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICKPASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICK    

Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as well as those in danger of death, 
should receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please call the Parish 
Office and ask for one of our priests.    
    

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTSCHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTSCHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTSCHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS    

Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have been baptized in another Christian 
faith and wish to become Catholic, or who have been baptized Catholic and 
wish to be confirmed and receive Holy Communion, are invited to join the pro-
cess of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Please contact Alice White at 
631-201-9184 or e-mail at Alicem9@icloud.com to begin the process. 
    

ADULT CONFIRMATIONADULT CONFIRMATIONADULT CONFIRMATIONADULT CONFIRMATION    

Adults who have been baptized Catholic and who have received Holy Commun-
ion but who still need the Sacrament of Confirmation should enroll in our Adult 
Confirmation Classes. Please contact Deacon Robert Becker at 631-226-6175 or 
e-mail to rabecker@optimum.net at the Parish Office. 

    
THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGETHE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGETHE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGETHE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE    

Please contact the Parish Office at least SIX MONTHS before the desired date 
of your wedding.   

SERVING AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER 

Name ExtExtExtExt    Email 

Carmel Becker, Bulletin 246 cbecker@oloph.org 

Patti Chavis, Parish Secretary 212 pchavis@oloph.org 

Linda Coppola, Business Office Assistant 214 lcoppola@oloph.org 

Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco, Pastor 206 msgrjoe@oloph.org 

Fr. Fidelis Ezeani, Associate Pastor 226 fadaprince4christ@yahoo.com 

Faith Formation Office 253 religioused@oloph.org 

Christopher Ferraro, Director of Music 210 cferraro@oloph.org 

April Kleinlaut, Director of Faith Formation 257 akleinlaut@oloph.org 

Rectory Reception Desk 200  

St. Vincent de Paul 234 stvincentdepaul@oloph.org 

Josephine Vagelatos,  
Administrative Assistant to the Pastor 

206 
 

jvagelatos@oloph.org 

Fr. Frank Zero, Associate Pastor 203 fzero@oloph.org 

Frank Pokorney, Business Manager 204 fpokorney@oloph.org 

YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIYOUR PASTORAL COUNCIYOUR PASTORAL COUNCIYOUR PASTORAL COUNCILLLL 

Jean Bjork 
Tricia Buckley (Chair) 

Lori Byron 
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 

Marie Foster 
Greg Guido 
Sonia Hansen 
John Keller 

Kevin Sabella, Jr. 
Kevin Sabella, Sr. 
Christina Taparata 
James Totino 
Pete Triolo 

 
Please feel free to speak to any 
member of the Pastoral Council 

with any questions you might have. 
 
YOUR PARISH TRUSTEESYOUR PARISH TRUSTEESYOUR PARISH TRUSTEESYOUR PARISH TRUSTEES 

Gerry Chille 
John Reynolds 

 
YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH     

FINANCE COMMITTEEFINANCE COMMITTEEFINANCE COMMITTEEFINANCE COMMITTEE 

David Barrett 
Bill Bendernagel  

Gerry Chille (Chair) 
Ed Cirella 

Meg Danaher, CFP®, CLU®    
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 

Bob Meade 
Frank Pokorney 
John Reynolds 
Sandra Tandoi 

 
Please feel free to speak to any 

member of the Finance Committee 
with any questions you might have. 

 
YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH     

LITURGY COMMITTEELITURGY COMMITTEELITURGY COMMITTEELITURGY COMMITTEE 

Deacon Robert Becker 
Lynn Bergin 

Mark Costantino 
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 

Chris Ferraro 
MaryAnn Haas 

Jenine Jimenez-Spina  
Barbara McPhail 

Deacon Doug Smith 
Rosaleen Walters 
Mike Williams 

 
Please feel free to speak to any 

member of the Liturgy Committee 
with any questions you might have. 

February 26, 2017 
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OFFERING UPDATEOFFERING UPDATEOFFERING UPDATEOFFERING UPDATE    
February 18/19,February 18/19,February 18/19,February 18/19, 2017 

Mass Time  Attendance # of 
Envelopes 

Weekly  
Collection 

5:00 p.m. 340 158 $3,713.00 
8:00 a.m. 300 103 3,161.00 
10:00 a.m. 496 178 4,531.00 
12:00 pm. 475 144 3,916.00 
5:00 p.m. 182 33 1,145.00 
Total coin:   10.90 
Mail-ins:   279.00 
Children’s Env.  19 41.04 
Faith Direct   2,338.50 
TOTAL 1,793 635 $19,135.44 
2016 total 1,959 681 $18,628.18 
Candles   $1,046.88 
Poor Box   $281.83 

DEADLINES FOR 
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  All requests for items printed in the bulletin must 
first have approval from Msgr. DeGrocco or the minis-
try moderator. All material must be submitted no later 
than the dates listed below and as a word document to 

Carmel Becker at cbecker@oloph.org. 
Editing and sizes are at the discretion of the editor. 

THANK YOU FOR NOT BLOCKING 
THE PRIEST GARAGES! 

We ask your cooperation in not parking along 
the driveway outside the priest garages and in 
keeping cars clear of that area completely. Es-
pecially since priests may need to go out on sick 
calls and other emergencies, it is important to 
keep the large driveway area and the space in 
front of the garage doors completely accessible. 
Thank you. 

March 5—passed 
March 12—March 3 
March 19—March 10 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

TO OUR 
NEW OLPH 

PARISHIONERS 
 

February 
 

Mr. & Mrs. John Dunlop 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Cheeseman 
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Sahi & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Shelley & Family 
John & Sacha Connolly & Family 

Ms. Elena Levitt & Family 

Robert Mancusi & Christine Jochade 

February 26, 2017 

$1000  -   Pat Kern  
$250   -    Digiovanna Andrea 
$100   -   John Zanfardino  
$100   -   Betty May  
$100   -    Nancy Chille  
$100   -    Colleen Guarneiri  

 

SUPER 72 RAFFLE 
 

Congratulations to our 
 

February winners 

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVCATHOLIC RELIEF SERVCATHOLIC RELIEF SERVCATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES COLLECTIONICES COLLECTIONICES COLLECTIONICES COLLECTION————
MARCH 5, 2017  MARCH 5, 2017  MARCH 5, 2017  MARCH 5, 2017   

Next week, our parish will take up The Catholic Relief 
Services Collection.  This Collection supports six Cath-
olic agencies benefiting millions of vulnerable, dis-
placed, and impoverished families and individuals 
around the world.  From direct humanitarian service to 
helping victims of human trafficking and working to 
reunify families, the funds from this 
Collection make a real difference in 
lives across the globe.  How will you 
help? Next week, please support The 
Catholic Relief Services Collection and 
Jesus in disguise. 
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Readings for the Week 
Take time each day to read the daily readings of the Church. 

Monday, February 27,  2017: 
Sirach 17:20-24 + Mark 10:17-27 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017: 
Sirach 35:1-12 + Mark 10:28-31 

Wednesday, March 1, 2017: 
Joel 2:12-18 +2 Corinthians 5:20—6:2 

+ Mark 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday, March 2, 2017:  
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 + Luke 9:22-25 

Friday, March 3, 2017:  
Isaiah 58:1-9a + Matthew 9:14-15 

 

Saturday, March 4, 2017: 
Isaiah 58:9b-14 + Luke 5:27-32 

 

Sunday, March 5, 2017: 
 Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7 
+ Romans 5:12-19 
+ Matthew 4:1-11 

Gospel Reflection Questions…. 
After reading next Sunday’s Gospel take 
some time to pray on it before you come to 
Mass. Use the questions below to aid your 
reflection. 

 

1. Right after Jesus was   
baptized and heard the      
Father’s voice calling him 
“My Beloved Son,” the  
Spirit led him to the desert. 
Jesus probably wanted to 
think about what those 
words meant, and to pray 
about his ministry. The Spir-
it wanted him to be tested. 
How does it make you feel to 
think he had to fight tempta-
tion the same way you do? 
 
2. What desert images hold 
Lenten meanings for you? 
Do you ever hear the Spirit 
calling you to pray when you 
feel you are in the wilder-
ness? What part did the  
Spirit play in this Gospel  
story? What part will you let 
the Spirit play in your Lent 
this year? 

PREPARING FOR 
Sunday, March 5, 2017—FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

Jesus said, “It is written: One does not live on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes forth from the mouth of  God.” Matthew 4:4 

Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7 
 

We begin this first Sunday of Lent with a reminder of the fundamental 
sin of the whole human race: trying to seize equality with God.  Our first 
parents, Adam and Eve, whom God created in his own image and     
likeness, were not content with the wonderful place God had made for 
them.  They were entrusted by him with the cultivation and care of the 
garden at Eden and lived in a glorious and innocent intimacy with 
him. God gave them everything they needed and only forbade them to do 
one thing, eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, to protect them 
from death.  Yet this they did.  Immediately they experienced the       
consequences of their choice: once completely free and open to God, 
they now separated themselves from him.  This is sin and sin brings 
death.   
 

Romans 5:12-19 
 

If the story ended with the first reading, it would be sad indeed.  But Paul 
tells us that this was not the end.  The wondrously good news, the     
Gospel, is that while the first Adam brought death to humankind, the 
New Adam (Jesus) brought life to us all!  By his death and resurrection, 
Jesus brought us justification and righteousness, paying the debt for the 
sins of our first parents and restoring our relationship with his               
Father.  We are no longer condemned by the actions of the first Adam to 
death and separation from God. Christ restored for us that first relation-
ship wherein we can truly become what we were intended to be – sons 
and daughters created in the image of our loving Father!   
 

Matthew 4:1-11 
 

The readings come full circle today.  While in the first reading Adam and 
Eve fail miserably when tempted by the devil, in the Gospel reading we 
see Jesus resist and triumph over the temptations of the devil.  Three 
times Jesus is tested with crafty words and empty promises.  Three times 
Jesus turns to God’s Word in Scripture to stand fast and to rebuke    
temptation.  How about us?  Will we rely on God alone or on our own 
power in response to the lure of sin or the glamour of evil?  What better 
model can we have for how we should behave when we are tested and 
tempted than Jesus!   

February 26, 2017 



Page 22 

 

February 26, 2017 



Page 23 

 

February 26, 2017 

Dear Friends,  
 
Pope Francis ended the 2016 Catholic Jubilee Year of Mercy with a stirring request that while his special Holy Year 
may now be over, that people around the world leave open “the doors of reconciliation and pardon” in order to give 
hope and opportunities to others. He reminds us to continue to be a mission Church supporting the global mis-
sion of mercy. 
 
The 2017 Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA) extends to all of us an opportunity to be part of the Church’s mis-
sion to the poor and others in need.  The CMA funds religious education, vocations, housing for the disadvan-
taged, food distribution programs, outreach ministries to the sick, the homeless and the homebound, and all kinds 
of other parish and diocesan ministries.   
 
Last year, because of your support our ministries were able to:  
• deliver or serve more than 500,000 meals to senior citizens and young families in need. 
• assist more than 75,000 families through Parish outreach centers and soup kitchens 
• teach religion to more than 100,000 of our children in public schools. 
• educate and form our future priests and lay leaders. 
bring the Word of God to more than 50,000 students in secular colleges across Long Island. 
 
There are so many ministries which take place on Long Island because of the Catholic Ministries Appeal.  The 
presence of these ministries connects our parish with the entire Catholic Church on Long Island, while giving us 
an opportunity to be the vehicle or mercy for so many in our community.  In addition, our parish benefits finan-
cially by your support of the Catholic Ministries Appeal.  Once we reach our goal, 20% of all we raise comes back 
to use here in our own parish.   
Let us join together and continue to give hope and opportunity to others, by prayerfully considering a gift to the 
2017 Catholic Ministries Appeal.  I also ask that you join me in extending the warmest welcome to our new  
Bishop, Most Reverend John Barres!   
 
I am grateful for your thoughtful generosity.  
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
 
 

Pastor 

Make checks payable to: Catholic Ministries Appeal 
 

Parish __________________________________ Pledge:   $_______ 
 

Name ___________________________________ Down payment:  $_______ 
 

Address__________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ________________________ Signature: _____________________________Date:________ 

OLPH GOAL: 
$108,900 
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