Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church

210 South Wellwood Avenue + Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +
Telephone: 631-226-7725 + Fax: 631-225-9597 + www.olphlindenhurst.org

After he had finished
speaking, he said to Simon,
“Put out into deep water and

lower your nets for a catch.”
-Luke 5:4
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5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 10, 2013

PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Msgr. Daniel S. Hamilton
Parochial Vicars: Rev. Moise Aime + Rev. Ignace Lolecke + Rev. John Sureau
In Residence: Rev. Michael Holzmann
Deacons: Deacon Frank A. Odin + Deacon William Crosby + Deacon Douglas G. Smith
Pastoral Associate for Administration: Deacon Donald A. Stamm
Director of Religious Education: Thomas J. Acemoglu
Music Director: James R. Kendall

High School Youth Minister: Brittany Evans

MASS SCHEDULE
Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses

6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. (Mass in Polish)
Masses for Holy Days are as announced and published.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
210 S. Wellwood Avenue , Lindenhurst
Monday- Friday: 9 am - 5 pm
EVENING OFFICE HOURS, AT THIS TIME,
ARE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Middle School Youth Minister: Peggy Harnisch

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Monday — Friday following the 8:00 a.m. Mass.
Saturday: 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available by
making an appointment with one of our priests.

ADORATION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT

Monday Evening: after OLPH Novena Devotions
Wednesday: 12:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Sunday Nights: 8:00 to 9:00 p.m.

First Saturday: 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
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MARDI GRAS

CELEBRATGION

from Holy Hour to Happy Hour to Holy Hour
Come join us for a family evening of prayer, fun,
concluding with the burning of palms as we begin our
Lenten journey by strengthening our relationship with God!

Guesday. Februdary 12, 2013
6:15 p.m. — Church

begins in the Church and the celebration continues in the Auditorium.

Cost: $20.00 per family or $5.00 per person
Please bring a covered dish

to be shared with your
family and a few others!
\ (Food may be dropped off
& Jrom 5:45 to 6:10 p.m.)

: WMARDI GRAS REPI-%¥ FORM

: First & Last Name:

I ___ #ofadults # of children & ages

j Telephone number: Email Address: @
I Amount enclosed: cash check Make checks payable OLPH

shared™ (we will have the sterno racks).
j Covered dish
I Please return to OLPH Rectory or drop in the Collection Basket ASAP BUT NO LATER THAN
j TODAY—Sunday, February 10th. All donations accepted.
IAny questions or ticket information contact: Deirdre Strigaro 225-0928 or Debbie McDonough 957-0765/
I olphfamilylife@aol.com

[
[
[
[
[
[
I *if possible please bring a covered dish in a aluminum chafing pan for you and your family and little extra to be [
[
[
[
[
[
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

What are you doing for Lent?

Well, this is it! We are now in
the last few days of liturgical Ordi-
nary Time, and we are gearing up

—}L_ to begin the holy season of Lent
& @‘L which begins this Wednesday with
o= : Ash Wednesday. I strongly encour-
~ age you to take the season seriously
and to spend time reflecting on how you will enter
into the Church’s traditional penitential practices
of prayer, fasting and almsgiving.

Starting this weekend we are making available
to you a special booklet What Am I Doing for Lent
This Year? They are available on the pew ledges
throughout the church. The booklet is free of
charge and can assist you in your spiritual reflec-
tions during the season.

Also, look for special information elsewhere in
the bulletin that provides a liturgical catechesis
concerning the meaning of Ash Wednesday.

Mardi Gras

Of course, what kind of a Lent would it be if it
were not preceded by a Mardi Gras?! The an-
nouncement for our parish’s celebration of Mardi
Gras has been running in the bulletin, and I
wanted to take a moment to call your attention to
this fun and community-building evening.

It begins with Evening Prayer for families (the
liturgy will be “kid-friendly!”) in the church, and
then continues in the auditorium for the festivities.
Hey, we all need to go a little wild before we settle
down for the serious business of Lent, right?

Most importantly, perhaps, is that the evening
concludes with the burning of palms to be used
for Ash Wednesday, with a special brief prayer
service to accompany that. What a great way for
us to celebrate together and to teach our children
how our liturgies and our liturgical seasons con-
nect with our life! I hope you will plan on joining
us.

6:30 p.m. Sunday Mass in Polish
Will Be Discontinued

Last Sunday I spoke at the 6:30 p.m. Sunday
night Mass, our Mass in Polish, to make an an-

nouncement in person to the people who worship at
that Mass. The comments that follow are an adapta-
tion and summary of what I said there.

The Mass in Polish was made possible because
of the generosity of the four priests, Father Stan,
Father Janusz, Father Piotr and Father Piotr, who
took time out of their busy schedules to come here
from other parishes to celebrate this Mass. It is
now quite a few years that they have been doing
this, and what was supposed to be a temporary
situation wound up becoming more permanent
than anyone intended. No one ever expected, cer-
tainly not those four priests, that they would con-
tinue to do this for so long.

Back in the middle of December these priests
informed me that, because of increasing responsi-
bilities in their own parishes, they would no longer
be able to come here to celebrate this Mass. This is
perfectly understandable and, in fact, it is a step
that probably, for their own sake, should have been
taken a long time ago. First and foremost I wish to
thank Fathers Stan, Janusz, Piotr and Piotr for the
tremendous gift of themselves they have made over
these years in coming to our parish. They are to be
commended for the service they have given.

After discussing the situation with our parish
Pastoral Staff and with the parish Liturgy Commit-
tee, the decision was made that for the time being
we will not be able to continue with this Mass in
Polish. The last Mass in Polish here will be at the
end of this month, on the last Sunday, February
24; after February 24, we will not be having a
Mass in Polish for the foreseeable future.

Allow me to make some additional points to
contextualize things concerning this decision. First
and foremost, remember that no one is to blame
for this, least of all the four Polish priests who have
been serving so well. Their commitment must be to
the regular assignment given to them by the
Bishop, and so they must devote their energies to
the parishes to which they have been formally as-
signed.

Second, as Pastor I am still very concerned
about meeting the legitimate needs of our Polish-
speaking parishioners. This does not mean that I
do not care about the spiritual needs of our parish-
ioners. It does not mean that I am saying, “Good-
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bye, go somewhere else,” and that’s all there is to
1t.

Third, the Polish priests will be welcomed back
any time as any visiting priest would be when they
are requested because of a close personal or family
relationship. I do ask that as much as possible bap-
tisms not be scheduled privately, but that all pa-
rishioners come to see your parish priests, and that
children of the parish be baptized at the parish bap-
tisms on the second and fourth Sunday of every
month by the priests and deacons of the parish.

Fourth, I think that as difficult as this might be
at first, we can also see this as a wonderful pastoral
opportunity. I think this is an opportunity for us to
re-evaluate and to re-assess exactly what the needs
of our Polish-speaking parishioners are; it’s an op-
portunity for us to explore together how we can
best meet those needs. These are complex pastoral
questions that cannot be answered quickly or eas-
ily.

We are doing this same type of thing with our
Spanish-speaking community. We did something
very similar with our Youth community a short
time ago, as we temporarily halted our Youth
Ministry and took the time to re-evaluate, re-
assess, and then build anew. There are discussions
that need to take place, and these pastoral con-
cerns will be part of what we do as a parish into
the future. We want to avoid quick or hasty an-
swers that might look good in the short-term but
actually are not helpful in the long-term. There are
conversations that we need to have as a parish, es-
pecially among the Pastoral Staff and Liturgy
Committee. But all of this will take time and pa-
tience.

As I said, though, this can be an opportunity for
grace; for example, it’s a chance for parishioners
who have attended only the 6:30 p.m. Mass in Pol-
ish week after week to become more integrated
into the life of the parish by attending other
Masses here and becoming more involved in vari-
ous ways, as much as possible, in different parish
activities. There are changes we are making in
other parts of parish life, including the celebration
of Mass, and we want there to be a unified, consis-
tent approach in all areas of parish life. As a Pas-
tor, I am very concerned that we not have three
separate, parallel parishes — one English, one
Spanish, one Polish — but rather, that we are one

February 10, 2013

parish. Together, we have to figure out what that
means.

For now, though, we just simply do not have
the resources to continue with this Mass. If anyone
absolutely must worship in Polish, know that our
neighbor close-by, Our Lady of the Assumption
Parish in Copiague, has Mass in Polish, including
a late-day one on Sunday, at 5:00 p.m. Again,
though, let me be clear: I am not saying, “Good-
bye, go somewhere else;” it is my fervent hope that
we will remain together in this parish, even though
for a while, at least, the Mass in Polish will not be
taking place.

I thank everyone for your patience and under-
standing, and, most importantly, for your prayers
for the Our Lady of Perpetual Help parish commu-
nity.

In conclusion...

Together, let’s aim high in Christ. Together,
let’s bring out the best in each other. Together, let’s
be the best we can be in Christ.

And let’s always remember: LOVE IS A GIFT.

Sincerely,

Due to an error, no envelope was pro-
vided, but there will be a collection on
Ash Wednesday. As always, your gen-
erosity is greatly appreciated.

We welcome our

new parishioners!
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Knight
Mr. & Mrs. Marek Gut
Mr. & Mrs. William Glad
Mr. & Mrs. Yurii Bezpalko
Mr. & Mrs. Domingo Disla
Ms. Judith Joachim-Swanson
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Gonzalez
Ms. Shannon Doherty & Mr. Matthew Sei
Mr. & Mrs. Stefano Gentile
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ASHWEDNESDAY

THE MEANING OF ASHES

Lent begins with ashes on our brows, re-
minding us of fundamental truths about ourselves.
The dust of the ashes reminds us that death is in-
evitable for each of us. The ashes speak of repen-
tance and of our need to convert our lives. The
words at the imposition of ashes call us to repent
and to believe in the Gospel. The ashes speak of a
fire that has grown cold, a fire that needs to be re-
kindled within us by the time we gather around
the new fire at the Easter Vigil. We seek to rise
from the ashes of our sinfulness to a fuller life with

Thus the forty-day fast was understood as the
final stage of preparation for those called to bap-
tism and also as a time for reconversion for the
already-baptized. As the whole community ac-
companied the elect and the penitents through this
season, it came to be seen as a time for baptismal
renewal for all the members of the church.

In subsequent centuries, however, both the
catechumenate and the order of penitents gradu-
ally disintegrated. Lent was still seen as a peniten-
tial season, but the emphasis was on individual
works of self-denial and on personal identification

Christ. _
But before we can em-
brace the new life of the res-
urrection, we must embrace
the cross. Before coming to

with the passion and cross
:of Christ. Lent was still a
preparation for Easter, but
the baptismal focus was
largely lost, and the com-

the font of life-giving water,
we must travel the desert. To
embrace new life, we must
be willing to embrace death.
To become our true selves,
we must slay the false selves
behind which we have been hiding. Though it
sounds negative, the dying to self to which we are
called is the only way to fullness of life, and thus it
1s a profoundly positive step in our spiritual life, a
step that begins with being signed with ashes.
COMMUNAL MEANING OF ASH
WEDNESDAY AND LENT

We make our Lenten journey through the
desert in the company of the catechumens and
candidates preparing for the initiation sacraments
at Easter. This is the origin of Lent.

What we have come to call Lent developed in
the fourth century, when three intersecting move-
ments coalesced. The first was a paschal fast that
gradually developed from two days into a forty-
day observance. The second was the pattern of
initiation that gradually developed into a full cate-
chumenate with an intense period of spiritual for-
mation leading to the sacraments at Easter. The
third was the order of penitents, which sought a
second conversion for those who sinned seriously
after baptism. Modeled on the catechumenate, this
process of the order of penitents culminated with
reconciliation just before Easter.

ASH WEDNESDAY
MASSES

8:00 A.M. + 12 Noon
5:00 PM. + 7:00 P.M.

munal nature of conversion
was ignored. Prayer, fasting,
and almsgiving were held
up as Lenten activities, but
they became private rather
than corporate. The liturgi-
cal reforms of the Second Vatican Council called
for a recovery of the ancient tradition of a commu-
nal understanding of Lent.

We are to journey through Lent together, then,
as though we were all catechumens. We are to lis-
ten to the readings and pray the prayers as though
we were approaching the waters of life for the first
time. We seek to understand and thus to enter into
the experience of the elect, those called to enter
into the paschal mystery of Christ Jesus though
the waters of the font. Thus we all prepare to-
gether to come to the water again, to be more
deeply converted to Christ and to renew our bap-
tismal promises with conviction.

DON’T JUST “RECEIVE” ASHES

As a parish, we wish to highlight that ashes
are never just received, but rather that being
branded with ashes is a sign of a commitment we
make. The ashes are a sign that together we are all
enrolled in the “order of penitents” and that we
are committing ourselves to cooperate with God
in changing our life. Ashes should not be pas-
sively received, but actively accepted as a chal-
lenge.



STATIONS
OF
THE CROSS

FRIDAYS OF
LENT
7:30 P.M.

PARISH LENTEN
MISSION

Celebrating 50
years of Vatican Il

Monday Nights
February 25, March 4,

March 11, and March 18th
7:45 P.M. + Church

Each night we’ll gather for Evening Prayer
and look at one of the Constitutions of the
Council and how we can carry out the
work of the Church in our own lives.

Presenters include Sr. Mary Alice Piil,
CSJ, Msgr. Joe, Tom Acemoglu,
and more!
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WhatAm I Doing For
Lent This Year?

What Am J Doing

for Lent?

We are happy to provide =
you with this valuable ="
resource to guide you =
through the days of Lent.

Copies are available at the
doors of the Church.

MUSIC
MINISTRY

As Lent approaches,
the Music Ministry of our parish is
offering many wonderful opportu-
nities for prayer and reflection. py :

Sunday, February
24th
8:00 P.M. |

We will present Pergolesi’s

Stabat Mater sung by our own Kara Vertucc1 an
Linda Garrity of the OLPH Adult Choir.

Saturday, March 16th
8:00 P.M.

"No Greater Love"

A vibrant musical drama that celebrates the pas-
sion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The
Xavier Company is a unique group of Christian
performing artists in residence at St. Francis Xa-
vier Church in New York City. These profession-
ally trained actors, singers and dancers perform
original works focused on themes of faith and so-
cial justice.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Over the next few months, our parish will be offering a number of Adult Faith Formation courses helping
parishioners to learn about the major beliefs of our Church. Courses will be offered in Liturgy, Old Tes-
tament, New Testament and more. Our first course is

Living the Christian Life:
INTRODUCTION TO MORALITY

Here we’ll look into the Church’s teaching on major moral issues, the history of morality,
how we make decision as Catholics and more!

Instructor: Fr. John Sureau

Dates: Thursday, February 28th + Tuesday, March 5th + Thursday, March 14th
Thursday, March 21st + Tuesday, March 26th

Time: 7:45—9:45 P.M.
Place: TBA

To register, contact the Parish Office at 631.226.7725 or e-mail to jsureau@drvc.org
or fill out the form below...

Sign me up for Introduction to Morality!

Name

Phone #

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

Last week, members of our parish community gathered together to begin the RCIA process at OLPH!

In the weeks ahead, you’ll meet and read about these committed young men and women who desire to be
fully initiated and received into the life of the Catholic Church in the life of the Church.

We gather each Monday night at 7 P.M. in the Rectory Meeting Room. All parishioners are welcome to
come, pray and learn with our parish’s candidates.

Follow the bulletin each week for more details about their journey.
And what about you or someone you love?
Do you want to be baptized and become c’ I A,
a member of the Catholic Church?
Now is the time to find out more information about the RCIA process.

Contact Fr. John (jsureau@drvc.org/631.226.7725) or Deacon Doug (631.226.7725) for more info.
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY

The poor have much to teach you. You have much to learn from them.
-St. Vincent de Paul

Society of
St. Vincent de Paul

272 Wellwood Avenue, Lindenhurst, NY

Food Pantry
Shopping List

| Shelf Stable Milk
| Evaporated Milk

| Powdered Milk 631.225.5531
: Pancake Mix The office is open:

| Pancake Syrup
: Jelly

| Canned Fruits

| Jello & Pudding
| Canned Tuna

| Canned Meats

: Pasta Sauce

|
| Cut out this list and bring it |
: with you when you go shopping!

| Thank you and God bless you!

Monday, Wednesday and Friday
9 A.M. —12 noon
Tuesdays - 6:00 P.M.—8:00 P.M.

Saturday, February 16—10 A.M.—12 noon
In the Gospel today, the disciples decide to leave every-
thing to follow Jesus. We are also called to follow Jesus,
who tells us that “whatever you do to the least of mine, you
do for me.”
Your gift to the poor can bring the love and peace of Je-

sus to those who live in fear and doubt, loneliness and
dread.

Pr.‘ Life and Liberty

Io Pr erve our Most Basic Rights

This week, Catholics throughout the country will be letting our political leaders know that our voices will
be heard. Postcards will be available on the pews and members of the Right to Life Committee will be
distributing them outside Church. Please fill them out and return them next weekend, February 16/17.
Respect Life Committee members will collect and hand deliver them to local politicians’ offices. Let’s
continue to work and pray for our most basic rights!

T AKE We ask all parishioners to visit the website and enroll at:
www.nyscatholic.org and
ACTION www.justiceforimmigrants.org
NOW' so all may be kept up to date regarding important developments on
" respect life and social justice issues.
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STORM RELIEF @ OLPH

DO YOU NEED FURNITURE? CATHOLIC
As you rebuild, a number of parishioners have CHARITIES
come forward to offer gently used furniture. For DISASTER CASE
more information, contact Tricia Buckley so she ~MANAGEMENT

an help to match you up! ) .. )
¢ cpto ¢ youup Catholic Charities continues

to offer case management

) . services to those impacted
W b e . .
g = tion that you would like to donate to by Superstorm Sandy. Meeting with a case man-

| — ': a family in need, please contact Mrs. ager can help you to navigate the various systems

.l 7]

If you have furniture in good condi-

. ~ 7@ Tricia Buckley at 631.561.5790 or you neec} to interact with and provide important
JT E‘Tﬁ SE e-mail to buckleyt@optonline.net. networking resources and referrals.

DO NOT, UNDER ANY CIR- . . . ..

. ; For more information, contact Catholic Charities
CUMSTANCES, bring furniture to Our Lady of Per- ;531 608 8882 or 8883 on weekdays between
petual Help. 9 AM. and 5 P.M. or e-mail to

disastercasemanagement (@catholiccharities.cc
WE ALSO NEED MOVERS! Are you able to or visit Catholic Charities offices at 147 Schleigel
help by delivering furniture on Saturday or Sunday Blvd. in Amityville, NY.
mornings? If so, contact Fr. John at
jsureau@drvc.org or call 631.226.7725.

New Mothersy Meal Ministry
STARTING SOON!

If you are interested in cooking a meal about once a month and delivering it
to a new mother in our parish, we would love to hear from you. St. Therese
of Lisieux reminds us that “We are called to be the hands, feet and eyes of
our Lord”. If you are interested in being these for a new mother, please
e-mail Carol Stysiack at carolstys@verizon.net and type New Mothers’
Meal Ministry in the subject line, call 226 9397 and leave a message, or simply fill out the info below and
drop it in the collection basket at Mass.

YES, I’d love to volunteer for the New Mothers’ Meal Ministry.

My name is
My phone # is
My e mail address
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YOUTH MINISTRY @ OLPH

For High School Students....

YOUTH FAITH
IN ACTION (YFIA)

Have you been involved in the past?
Come back to something new and exciting!

Have you ever thought about getting in-

volved in the past?
NOW IS THE TIME!

THIS SUNDAY
Sunday, February 10, 2013

Get Ready for Lent

Tonight—6:15 P.M. —
Youth Ministry Room.

Wednesday, February 13, 2013
7:00 P.M. Mass

-Following the Mass, we’ll break
the Lenten Fast

with a light supper in the Youth
Ministry Room.

All young people are welcome.

Friday, February 15, 2013
Dodgeball/Adoration

Join us and young people from throughout our
Diocese for a night of prayer, praise and fun!
Check our Facebook page for a permission slip.

Sunday, February 17, 2013
-Take the night off!

Sunday, February 24, 2013
-Peanut Butter
and Jelly Gang

All parishioners welcome—>

Middle School
Youth Ministry

Open Gym
Friday, February 22nd
7:30—9 P.M.

All 6th, 7th and 8th graders
needed and wanted!!!

The Peanut Butter
and Jelly Gang

SUNDAY,
February 24, 2013
6:00 P.M.

All are invited to join members of youth
ministry and help us to help those most in
need. We’ll be making Peanut Butter and

Jelly sandwiches to be donated to local
homeless shelters.

WE NEED TONS OF
PEANUT BUTTER, JELLY, BREAD,
PLASTIC BAGGIES AND
PLASTIC GLOVES.

All ages and families welcome!

For more information and to find out
ways you can help, contact the Parish
Office at 631.226.7725.

Help spread the word...and
the peanut butter and jelly!
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PRAYING FOR AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER

WE BELIEVE

The Lord is my light and my help;, whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; before whom shall
I shrink? - Psalm 27
We pray for the sick of our parish...

BANNS OF MARRIAGE

Please pray for the following members of our parish
community preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony.

Third Time:
Vincent Tandoi & Stephanie Buglino (Both of OLPH)
Second Time:

Ryan Fischer & Colleen Tumulty (OLPH)

WE REMEMBER

We remember those who have died in our parish
community this week:

Marilyn Santa Maria
Rita L. Padilla
Angela Piazza

MASS MEMORIALS

A beautiful way to remember a loved one
Memorials during the Masses for week of
Feb. 10-18:

Altar Bread: In Memory of
John, Kevin & Sean Kennedy
Requested by
Pegoy & Family

+
Altar Wine: In Loving Memory of
Michael Palumbo
Requested by
Frances Dell’Accio & Family

+
Oil & Candles: In Memory of
Christina Rose Renna
Requested by
The Renna Family
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John Huff Mary Marotta
Catherine Tamburino Fred Nuss
Mary Doran Denise Kaminsky
William Pugh Joseph DiCecelia
Janet Pugh Thomas O’Brien
Andrew Pellicane Bob Little, Jr.
Joseph Gerbino Eileen Quinn
Anthony Cito Calvin Nostrom
Luca Mazzili Kevin Carenza
Peggy Pannullo Regina Khezri
Margaret Stangello Krystyna Wegrzynowska
Charles Muller Richard Brosan
Nettie Deasy Mildred Ippolito
Meghan Sullivan Garrity Frances Tozzi
Kevin Curran Dolores Otten
Charles Muller Tony Minni
Claire Cannon Marilyn Santamaria
Robert Gron Myna Cuevas
Bradley Hirst Celeste Consigli
Roman Reichert MaryAnn Catena
Sarah Pellerito Carrie McDonald

Donna Borish

If a family member or close friend is ill, please let
us know so our community can pray for them. To
have your name or the name of a loved one listed in
our parish bulletin, please call the Parish Office.

As has been our practice, after the fourth week, the
name will be removed from the sick list in the bulletin.
If you wish to have your name or the name of a loved
one to remain in the bulletin, please contact the Parish
Office to let us know.

PRAYING FOR THE SICK AT MASS

We pray for the sick by name during the
Universal Prayer at Mass. Any name requested to
be listed in the bulletin will be announced for the
first week only at Mass and will remain in the

bulletin for the following three weeks.
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PRAYING FOR AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Parish Office: 631.226.7725
Religious Education: 631.226.2384
St. Vincent de Paul (Parish Outreach):
631.225.5531
Youth Ministry: 631.226.6239
Parish Website:
www.olphlindenhurst.org

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Baptism ceremonies are held on the second and
fourth Sundays of the month. Parents wishing to
have a child baptized must attend a baptism
preparation session before the baptism; these ses-
sions are held on the first and third Mondays of
the month excluding holidays. Contact the Parish
Office to begin the process of having your child
baptized.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
& ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as
well as those in danger of death, should receive
the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please
call the Parish Office and ask for one of our
priests.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have
been baptized in another Christian faith and wish
to become Catholic, or who have been baptized
Catholic and wish to be confirmed and receive
Holy Communion, are invited to join the process
of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Please contact Deacon Doug at the Parish Office
to begin the process.

ADULT CONFIRMATION
Adults who have been baptized Catholic and who
have received Holy Communion but who still
need the Sacrament of Confirmation should en-
roll in our Adult Confirmation Classes. Please
contact Deacon Doug at the Parish Office.

THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Please contact the Parish Office at least SIX
MONTHS before the desired date of your wed-
ding.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY, February 11—

Our Lady of Lourdes (optional memorial)
8:00 Mary Imbemba
12:00 In Thanksgiving of Our Lady of the

Miraculous Medal
7:00  Georgetta Brundige
TUESDAY, February 12—

Weekday in the Fifth Week in Ordinary Time
8:00  Gregory Hauff
12:00 Joan Tsakis
7:00  Ralph Muscente, Sr.
WEDNESDAY, February 13—

Ash Wednesday

8:00 William G. Butcher
12:00 Donna Borisch
5:00 John O’Brien
7:00  Donato Russo

THURSDAY, February 14—

Thursday after Ash Wednesday
8:00 Joseph Sredniawski
12:00 Roseann Bertone

7:00 Carlotta Tognacchini
FRIDAY, February 15—

Friday after Ash Wednesday
8:00  Joseph Sredniawski

12:00 James M. Shea
7:00 All Priests

SATURDAY, February 16—
Saturday after Ash Wednesday

8:00  Robert McGouey
Vigil Mass for the
First Sunday of Lent
5:00 Rosina Frie

SUNDAY, February 17—
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

6:30  Mass for the People of the Parish

8:00 Living & Deceased Members of the Christian
Mothers

9:30  Joe Robinson

11:00 In Honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

12:30 Krystyna & Wladyslaw Tuchai

5:00 Anthony Giambrone

6:30  Mass in Polish
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CHURCH IN NEED COLLECTION

On February 17, 2013 a collection will be taken
for “The Church in Need.” The monies col-
lected at this time will be shared among three
areas of the world where there is particular
need for help:

Church in Central and Eastern Europe - the
Collection provides support for basic pas-
toral programs and makes scholarships
available for students studying to serve their
local church. These students become vital
participants in the renewal of the Church in
the region.

The Church in Latin America faces many diffi-
cult challenges. Natural disasters in many
areas caused lasting damage to the Church,
while a significant loss of parishioners to mi-
gration and to other faiths, the inability to
support itself financially, and a lack of
priests and religious to help effectively min-
ister to the large number of Catholics con-
tinue to trouble the region.

The Church in Africa — the funds will go to as-
sisting African countries where poverty,
sickness and political strife prevent people
from living in dignity.

Thank you for your generosity.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF
YOUR DONATION TO OLPH

If you are in need of a financial statement of
your total contribution to OLPH for the 2012
calendar year, for income tax or other pur-
poses, please contact Patti at the rectory, ei-
ther by phone at extension 206, or by e-mail at
pchavis@oloph.org or by letter. We can send
you a letter that verifies the monetary contri-
butions you made by envelope and/or by
loose checks. This letter would not include
money you gave to the Capital Campaign,
which is sent under separate cover.
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WEEKLY ATTENDANCE AND
OFFERING UPDATE
February 2-3, 2013
Mase Time Collection | Emvelopes | dance
5:00 P.M. $3182.00 166 405
6:30 A.M. 1329.00 34 100
8:00 A.M. 1889.50 62| 165
9:30 A.M. 1671.00 69 194
11:00 A.M. 2472.00 128| 387
12:30 P.M. 2151.00 98 390
5:00 P.M. 339.99 0| 134
6:30 P.M. 414.00 17| 208
Total coin: 19.29
Faith Direct 1905.00
Mail In 390.00
TOTAL $15,961.79 574| 1983
2012 Totals $15,293.00 2136

EL MINISTERIO HISPANO

El grupo de Oracion- “Jesus Es El Camino La
Verdad y Vida” se reune todos los dias Jueves a
las 7:00 P.M. en la cafeteria. Para informacion,
llamar a Irma Gonzalez a 631.241.5606.

Para mas informacién sobre los sacramentos de el
Bautizo y el Matrimonio y Servicio de Pastoral
Uncion de los Enfermos y la Eucaristia, contacto
Padre Juan Sureau — 631.226.7725, x. 224 - jsure-

au@drvc.org

Para ofrendas de pan y vino en el atlar, favor lla-
mar a la oficina parroquial al 631.226.7725.

Los dias martes de cada semana llevamos el
Santo Rosarioa los hogares a 7:30 P.M. Para in-
formacién, llamar Virginia Constantinou a

631.957.1149.

La Iglesia Necesitada

El 17 de febrero del 2013, una colecta a favor de "La
Iglesia Necesitada". El dinero colectado sera compartido
entre las tres areas de mundo donde hay necesidades
particulares:
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MINISTRY OF PRAISE

It isn’t February, already? Is it? Where did the time
go? It was only Christmas yesterday. As I get older,
time just seems to fly by. I remember being in grade
school and thinking how time dragged and how long is
was until a special holiday, or birthday. The days just
didn’t pass fast enough. And now!

People seem to have no time. “I'm too busy? Lots
to do.” Hurry, hurry, rush, rush. There’s a little prayer
I know. “Be still and know I am God”. Be still. When
do I have time to be still? Well! Here’s your chance.
Lent. Christ went into the desert to be still. To pray.
To set his priorities. The church invites us to do the
same. Be still; go into the desert. But where is the de-
sert? The desert is within you. You have to make time
to be still.

Any relationship takes time. Time to be together.
Time to do things together. God desires time with us.
We have to do our part. We have to make time, to be
still so we can hear that small whisper from God that
says I love you just as you are. We have to give God
time to gaze upon us and listen to what God has to
say. It isn’t always easy. We have to create quiet time;
an early morning, a train or bus ride, turning off the
TV or iPod. In the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus asks

the apostles could they not stay with Him for an hour.
Maybe an hour is too much. What about 10 or 15 min-
utes? That’s a good start. Try it.

In the parable of the Prodigal Son, when the father
sees the son coming towards him, he doesn’t sit by and
wait for the son to come, and explain why he’s coming
back, what mistakes he’s made, or failures he has en-
dured. Jesus says the father rushes off to meet the son
with hugs and gifts. Jesus’ parable was an insight into
the heart of God. When God catches a glimpse of our
willingness to spend more time, more quality time with
God, God, like the father of the prodigal son, will rush
out to meet us more than half way. The Holy Spirit
will inspire us so that each one of us will find a way to
be still. Trust in the unconditional love of God to show
you how you can create some quiet time to be closer to
Him. Take a step into your desert and God will slowly
draw you in. Don’t just give up something for Lent;
give something to God for Lent- your time. May you
be showered with God’s many hugs and gifts.

Peace!
Joan
Joan Woelfel

Deacon Frank’s February suggested scripture reading for meditation
& pondering; Mark 14:32-42, Luke 15:11-32

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday, February 11, 2013:
Genesis 1:1-19 + Mark 6:53-56

Tuesday, February 12, 2013:
Genesis 1:20-2:4a +Mark 7:1-13

Wednesday, February 13, 2013: Ash Wednesday
(Day of Fast & Abstinence)
Joel 2:12-18 + 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2
+ Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18

come to Mass.

After reading next Sunday’s Gospel, take some time pray with these questions, before you

1. Why do you think Jesus begins his ministry with his “retreat to the desert”? He
experienced the sufferings brought about by our sins. Did he experience our tempta-
tions too? Is there any part of them that he does not understand?

2. When an athlete starts to get flabby he/she exercises to get back in shape. Is there 8
an analogy here for your spiritual life? How do you exercise to get into shape spiri-
tually? What would a “flabby” spiritual life look like? How does yours look now?

Take time each day to read the daily readings of the Church.

Thursday, February 14, 2013:
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 + Luke 9:22-25

Friday, February 15, 2013:
Isaiah 58:1-9a + Matthew 9:14-15
Saturday, February 16, 2013:
Isaiah 58:9b-14 + Luke 5:27-32
Sunday, February 17, 2013:
Deuteronomy 26:4-10 + Romans 10:8-13
+ Luke 4:1-13
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DIOCESAN AND COMMUNITY NEWS

= The Holy Name Society has cancelled its meeting on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 13 and rescheduled for
Feb. 20 at 7:30pm at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 400 South roadway, Lindenhurst.

®  The St. Joseph’s Renewal Center is offering the following courses/workshops:
Women’s Spiritual Gathering, Feb. 12, 10-12 noon, $15;
Ash Wednesday Day of Prayer Feb. 13, 10am—3:30pm, $30 includes lunch.
To register, call 631-273-1187, x. 123 for reservations.

"  Rosary, Mass & Healing Service Tuesday, February 12, 7PM at The Immaculate Conception Center, Doug-
laston Pkwy, Douglaston. For info call 718-229-8001.

* DRVC—Young Adult Day Retreat (for ages 21-39)—Feb. 16 10 am— 4 pm St. Ignatius Retreat
House, 251 Searingtown Rd., Manhasset. $40 includes lunch. Contact Sandy Zaremba 516-621-8300.

= "LOVE THEM BOTH" - Saturday, February 16, 2013 - 9:30-10:30AM. In honor of Valentine's Day,
there will be a Pro-life event (prayers & walking) outside the Brentwood abortion facility located at 1st
Ave. and Brentwood Rd. Sponsored by LI Coalition for Life www.ProLifeLI.org . For info: 631-243-1435.

® The Seminary of the Immaculate Conception is offering two workshops to students and non-students
alike and themed for the year of faith:
1) The Feminine Genius (Tues mornings Feb. 19, 26, March 5, 12, 19)
2) The Virtuous Man: The Theology of Catholic Masculinity (Wed evenings Feb.13, 20, 27, March 6,13)
For more information or to schedule a celebration, please contact the Seminary of the Immaculate
Conception at 631.423.0483 or visit Seminary’s website at www.icseminary.edu

= FAMILY, MARRIAGE AND INDIVIDUAL THERAPY: Professional therapy, provided by NYS li-
censed therapists, is available to our parish and 147 other parishes. This program, under the direction of
Dr. George Guiliani, has been conducted in the diocese for the past 39 years for the convenience of parish-
ioners. Most insurance policies, including Medicare, are honored. Confidential information and appoint-
ments are available by calling Dr. Guiliani at 631.243.2503 or by visiting http://
thecatholiccounselingcenter.com.

2013 Catholic Men’s Conference—RICH IN FAITH

The 5™ annual Catholic Men’s Conference will be held Saturday, March 9" at Holy Trinity High School
in Hicksville. In response to Pope Benedict’s proclamation of the YEAR OF FAITH, the Long Island
Catholic Men’s Ministry has chosen the theme of this year’s conference to be “Rich In Faith”.

Experience a powerful, prayerful day featuring speakers like Kevin Wells, Fr. Michael Duffy, New

York State Deputy of the Knights of Columbus Sal Restivo and our keynote speaker from Catholic
Answers, Tim Staples. There will be all day opportunities for Adoration, Confession and fellowship.
Bishop William Murphy will be celebrating a morning Mass.

Saturday, March 9" from 8:00am-4:00pm
Doors open at 7:30am for registration + Breakfast and Lunch available for purchase

Call 516-817-0246 for details.
Any questions and or purchase of online tickets, please go to: www.catholicmensministry.net
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DID YOU KNOW?

More than 500,000 meals are delivered or served to seniors and fami-
lies in need through Catholic Charities.

More than 100,000 people are provided with food, clothing and support
through Parish Outreach programs.

More than 10,000 young people participate in Parish Youth Ministry
programs across Long Island

More than 110,000 of our students in public schools participate in reli-
gious education programs taught by 12,000 dedicated catechists.

J

CATHOLIC

MINISTRIES

You can make a difference in your parish and
APPEAL in the lives of those around us by making a
pJIJREOID Y5 HENYIN gift to this year’s appeal. Visit the CMA Web
$1 12.900 Site at www.CatholicMinistriesAppeal.org for
’ more information, or to view the video.

All funds raised support the Appeal
and it Ministries.

| Make Checks Payable to: Catholic Ministries Appeal

|
I Pledge: $ Down Payment: $ Balance: § I
| Parish: |
| Name: [
| Address: |
| City, State, Zip: |
| Phone: E-mail @ I
| Donor Signature: Date I
| Place in weekly collection basket, drop off at the Parish Office or |
| visit www.CatholicMinistriesAppeal.org to make your donation. |

|

|
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