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COME IN AND PRAY…COME IN AND PRAY…COME IN AND PRAY…COME IN AND PRAY…    
Our church is open 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. seven 
days a week, except for Thursdays when it closes 

after the 12:15 p.m. Mass for cleaning. 
Come in and spend some time in prayer. 

    

MASS SCHEDULEMASS SCHEDULEMASS SCHEDULEMASS SCHEDULE    
Monday – Friday 

  6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 
Saturday Morning: 

8:00 a.m.  
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.  

Sunday Masses:   
6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m.,  
9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,  
12:30 p.m. & 5:00 p.m. 

    

  
LITURGY OF THE HOURSLITURGY OF THE HOURSLITURGY OF THE HOURSLITURGY OF THE HOURS    

We pray Evening Prayer each Saturday and Sunday 
after the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  

We pray Daytime Prayer each Wednesday 
at 1:50 p.m. 

    

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATIONSACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATIONSACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATIONSACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION    
Monday – Friday following the 12:15 p.m. Mass. 

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available by 

making an appointment with one of our priests.    
    
    

OLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONSOLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONSOLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONSOLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONS    
Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Church  

(unless otherwise announced) 
    

ADORATION OF THE ADORATION OF THE ADORATION OF THE ADORATION OF THE     

BLESSED SACRAMENTBLESSED SACRAMENTBLESSED SACRAMENTBLESSED SACRAMENT    
Monday Evening: after OLPH Novena Devotions 

Wednesday: 12:45 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

First Saturday: 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURSPARISH OFFICE HOURSPARISH OFFICE HOURSPARISH OFFICE HOURS    
210 S. Wellwood Avenue, Lindenhurst 

Monday- Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday:  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
Sunday:  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help ChurchOur Lady of Perpetual Help ChurchOur Lady of Perpetual Help ChurchOur Lady of Perpetual Help Church 
              210 South Wellwood Avenue +  Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +        

Telephone:  631-226-7725  + Fax: 631-225-9597 +  
www.olphlindenhurst.org  + Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

“...for God is leading Israel in joy by the light of  his 
glory, with his mercy 

and justice for company.” 
 –Baruch 5:9 

 

 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 6, 2015 

PASTORAL STAFF  PASTORAL STAFF  PASTORAL STAFF  PASTORAL STAFF      
Pastor: Rev. Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco 

Parochial Vicars:  Rev. John Sureau, Rev. Fidelis Ezeani 
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Msgr. Daniel S. Hamilton 

Deacons:  Deacon Frank A. Odin,  Deacon William Crosby, Deacon  Douglas G. Smith  
Business Manager: Deacon Thomas J. Bast  

Coordinator of Faith Formation: April Kleinlaut     Music Director: Christopher Ferraro 

New Sunday Mass 

Schedule Effective 

Weekend of 

January 2-3, 2016 

Saturday: 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 

10:00 a.m.,  
12:00 Noon, 
and 5:00 p.m. 
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December 6, 2015 

Celebrating  Advent 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 
 

Advent Lessons and Carols  
and 

International 
Peace Light Ceremony 

 

Friday, December 11, 2015 
7:30pm     

IIII n the peak of winter darkness, 

we will gather in the quiet church, 
with candles lit from the Peace Light 
originating from the Church of the 
Nativity in Bethlehem, to hear the 
Scriptures and beautiful music of 
Advent. Based on the traditional 
service from Kings Col lege, 
Cambridge, OLPH parish will add its 
own touch, with readers of all ages 
and music led by the adult choir, 
youth band, youth choir, cantors, 
and instrumentalists. The assembly 
is as much a part of this service as 
the choirs and joins in singing the 
great hymns of Advent.  Join us as 
we prepare for the coming of 
Christ into our hearts and pray for 
peace throughout our troubled 
world.    
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

December 6, 2015 

Second Sunday of Advent 
   As we continue our celebration of this beautiful 
season of hope-filled longing, expectation and prepa-
ration, the prayers of the Mass for the Second Sunday 
of Advent give voice to our desire that we may be 
able to live in a whole new, transformed way in order 
to see the salvation that is coming. 
   The Collect (Opening Prayer) of the Mass 
speaks both of the urgency of our Advent journey and 
of the need to think in new ways: “Almighty and merci-
ful God, may no earthly undertaking hinder those who set 

out in haste to meet your Son, but may our learning of 
heavenly wisdom gain us admittance to his company.” 

What is it that we are busy about and in haste about 
these days: is it really over spiritual things that pre-
pare our hearts and our homes for Christ, or is it over 
things less important? Are the things that are tiring us 
out really worth the time and energy, or could our 
time and energy be better spent on deeper, more 
meaningful pursuits? 
   Also, as we “set out in haste” to meet Christ this 
season, we can encounter Christ only through hearts 
and minds that are attuned to Him, and so we need 
the gift and grace of “heavenly wisdom.” Advent, as 
a time of wonder and longing, is a time for us to 
change our thinking so that God’s ways become our 
ways. Our minds and thoughts should be expanded 
to trust more in the wonders that God can and will 
do for us. Pope Francis has said that God is a God of 
surprises, and God certainly surprised humanity by 
coming among us and being born in the flesh! What 
other surprises might God have in store for us that 
we, through our “learning of heavenly wisdom,” 
should be prepared for? 
   Consider making the above-quoted Collect for 
the Second Sunday of Advent a part of your prayer 
every day during the upcoming week. 
   Remember, no matter what our consumer-
driven society tells us, it’s not Christmas yet! We 
have once again included some special pages in this 
bulletin to help you and your family keep an Advent 
spirituality and to pray Advent at home; I hope you 
make use of this material. We are urged to “Keep 
Christ in Christmas,” but in order to do that well, we 
must first “Keep Advent.” 
 
Holy Day of Obligation: December 8, Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
   This Tuesday, December 8, is a Holy Day of 
Obligation, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Con-
ception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. All Catholics are 
obligated to attend Mass for this Solemnity, so we’ll 

be seeing you back in a couple of days! We have 
printed the schedule of Masses elsewhere in this bul-
letin. 
   What a wonderful feast this is, especially since it 
occurs during Advent and fits so beautifully into our 
Advent spirituality! What we celebrate is Mary’s total 
freedom from original sin from the moment of her 
conception. This freedom from the sin of Adam and 
Eve is shown in the Gospel for the Mass of the Holy 
Day, as Mary proclaims to the angel Gabriel, 
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to 

me according to your word.” Mary shows her willing-
ness to place herself fully in God’s hands, even when 
it promises to be difficult and requires great faith and 
trust. 
   However, Mary is always seen as the model dis-
ciple, the model of our faith, and so this day should 
be a day when we pray that our faith and trust may 
be the same as Mary’s. This is expressed in the pray-
ers of the Mass of the day, as in the Collect (Opening 
Prayer) we will pray that “…through her intercession, 

we, too, may be cleansed and admitted to your [God’s] pres-

ence” and in the Preface of the Eucharistic Prayer we 
will refer to Mary as “a model of holiness.” 
   Allow this Solemnity to be for you a day to re-
flect on the place of Mary in your prayer life and as a 
model of faith for you. 
 
YEAR OF MERCY 
   This year, December 8 takes on special mean-
ing, for it is also the beginning of the extraordinary 
JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY as announced by 
Pope Francis last March. 
   A jubilee year is a special year called by the 
Church so that Christians might receive blessing and 
pardon from God and remission of sins. The Catholic 
Church has called jubilee years every 25 or 50 years 
since the year 1300, and has also called additional 
special jubilee years from time to time; these special 
years are known as extraordinary jubilee years. The 
last jubilee year was held in 2000 during the papacy 
of Pope John Paul II and was known as “the Great 
Jubilee.” The last extraordinary jubilee year was held 
in 1983 to celebrate 1,950 years since the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. 
   The extraordinary JUBILEE YEAR OF MER-
CY called by Pope Francis begins this week on De-
cember 8, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Concep-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and it will close on 
Nov. 20, 2016, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe. 
   The upcoming Year of Mercy will present many 
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opportunities to live mercy and to let the Father’s 
mercy flood our hearts and make our hearts like that 
of His Son. I encourage everyone to read and prayer-
fully reflect on the Holy Father’s letter Misericordiae 
Vultus which announces and explains the Year of 
Mercy, excerpts of which we are printing in our bul-
letin on a periodic basis throughout the Year of Mer-
cy. The letter can be found at www.im.va by clicking 
on the “Jubilee” link and then clicking on the “Bull 
of Indiction” link in the dropdown box. In this letter 
Pope Francis presents us with a very powerful expla-
nation of God’s mercy, a mercy that forgives, em-
braces and renews; it is a mercy that transforms the 
human heart open to receiving God’s grace. I also 
encourage you to read up and learn about the Year of 
Mercy in general by going to that website. 
   Here in our own Diocese of Rockville Centre, 
the Jubilee Year of Mercy will be officially opened 
on Saturday, December 12th at the 5:00 p.m. Mass in 
St. Agnes Cathedral; this Mass will be televised by 
Telecare. A large part of the Jubilee Year will be pil-
grimages to sites that have been designated by the 
Bishop as having a Holy Door. Bishop Murphy has 
designated four pilgrimage places: St. Agnes Cathe-
dral in Rockville Centre; the Basilica of the Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary in Southampton; the 
Shrine of Our Lady of the Isle in Eastport; and the 
Seminary of the Immaculate Conception in Hunting-
ton. Each week of the Jubilee Year there will be a 
designated “pilgrimage day” for each of the four 
sites: Tuesdays for St. Agnes Cathedral; Wednesdays 
for the Seminary; Thursdays for the Basilica; and Sat-
urdays for the Shrine. On those days at those places, 
priests and others will be available to receive pilgrims 
who come to enter through the Holy Door at that site 
to confess their sins, pray before the Blessed Sacra-
ment, join in devotions and receive the Lord’s bless-
ing in Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 
   Following on the pilgrimage we organized last 
year to the Cloisters in Manhattan, Chris Ferraro and 
I have already begun discussing organizing a parish 
pilgrimage day to the Basilica in Southampton, for a 
visit to that site and also incorporating some other 
things into the day. Watch for more information 
about this next year. 
   For now, may we all embark on the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy with open hearts, and may we all 
deeply encounter the Father’s mercy in this extraor-
dinary time of grace! 
 
Parish Penance Service for Advent and the Year of 
Mercy 
   Our own parish’s observance of the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy begins with our special Advent Parish 

Penance Service on Tuesday, December 15th; details 
can be found elsewhere in this bulletin. We have in-
vited Bishop Nelson Perez, Auxiliary Bishop of the 
Diocese of Rockville Centre, to be our guest presider 
and preacher that night, and anyone who has experi-
enced Bishop Perez (my co-host on Insight) knows 
what a delightful, engaging and thought-provoking 
preacher he is. 
   The Penance Service will follow the format of a 
Liturgy of the Word, with songs, prayers, readings, 
and a homily, after which all will have the opportuni-
ty to individually celebrate the Sacrament of Penance 
and Reconciliation. While there are numerous other 
opportunities to go to Confession during Advent and 
during the Year of Mercy, I do hope you will make it 
a special point to come to the Penance Service. Come 
and pray with your brothers and sisters even if you 
do not plan on going to Confession! As you well 
know, there is something very powerful about our 
praying together that enriches our experience of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. The communal aspect 
of the liturgy before the individual confessions pro-
vides strength and encouragement for those who do 
go to Confession, and it makes the experience of the 
Lord’s mercy and forgiveness that much richer and 
deeper. Mark your calendar and make your plans 
now to be there on December 15th. 
 
New Sunday Mass Schedule 
   We’re announcing it anywhere and everywhere 
and repeating it endlessly, to make sure word gets out 
about the new Sunday Mass schedule which begins 
the weekend of January 2-3, 2016. The new schedule 
will be: Saturday (Sunday anticipated)―5:00 p.m.; 
Sunday―8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 Noon, 5:00 
p.m. This is the schedule that was discussed, ex-
plained and eventually decided upon several months 
ago, based on your feedback when we took the opin-
ion poll. I will keep announcing it here for the next 
few weeks, and it will also appear elsewhere in the 
bulletin and on signs posted at our entrances and on 
our website. Help spread the word to all! 
 
In conclusion… 
   Together, let’s aim high in Christ. Together, 
let’s bring out the best in each other. Together, let’s 
be the best we can be in Christ. 
   And let’s always remember: LOVE IS A GIFT. 
 
Sincerely, 

December 6, 2015 
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December 6, 2015 

SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT 

Lighting Your Advent Wreath Lighting Your Advent Wreath Lighting Your Advent Wreath Lighting Your Advent Wreath     
During the WeekDuring the WeekDuring the WeekDuring the Week    

 
Each day during the second week of Advent, at the evening meal, two purple candles are lighted. The 
following prayers accompany the lighting of the candles. 
All make the sign of the cross: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
Someone at table reads the Scripture assigned to the liturgy of the day (one or both of the readings may be used). See 

the list of daily readings printed elsewhere in this bulletin. Then the Leader continues:  Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

All respond: We lift them up to the Lord. 

The Leader prays: God, the Father of mercies, you willed your Son to take flesh, in order to give life 

back to us. Bless these your gifts with which we are about to nourish our bodies, so that, receiving 
new strength, we may wait in watchfulness for the glorious coming of Christ. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

********** 
After the meal, the Leader says: Let us live soberly, justly, and devoutly in this world as we wait in joyful 

hope for the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
All respond: For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Thoughts to Ponder during AdventThoughts to Ponder during AdventThoughts to Ponder during AdventThoughts to Ponder during Advent................ 
Almighty and merciful God, may no earthly undertaking hinder those who set out in haste to meet your Son, but may 
our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us admittance to his company. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

  — Collect of the Mass for the Second Sunday of Advent 
 
Father in heaven, the day draws near when the glory of your Son will make radiant the night of the waiting world. 
May the lure of greed not impede us from the joy which moves the hearts of those who seek him.  May the darkness not 

blind us to the vision of wisdom which fills the minds of those who find him. We ask this in the name of Jesus the 
Lord.  Amen. 

  — Another prayer for the Second Sunday of Advent 
 
What keeps you from giving now? Isn’t the poor person there? Aren’t your own warehouses full? Isn’t the reward 

promised?  The command is clear: the hungry person is dying now, the naked person is freezing now, the person in 
debt is beaten now—and you want to wait until tomorrow? “I'm not doing any harm,” you say. “I just want to keep 
what I own, that's all.” You own! You are like someone who sits down in a theater and keeps everyone else away, say-
ing that what is there for everyone’s use is your own....If everyone took only what they needed and gave the rest to 

those in need, there would be no such thing as rich and poor. After all, didn't you come into life naked, and won't your 
return naked to the earth?  

— St. Basil, Fourth century 
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On December 8, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, we honor holy Mary, and celebrate her conception in the womb of St. Anne. As 
we praise God, who kept her sinless from the first moment of her life, we remember 

God’s mercy, which has freed us from sin in baptism. 

 
  
O God, who by the Immaculate conception of the Blessed Virgin prepared a worthy 
dwelling for your Son, grant, we pray, that, as you preserved her from every stain by 
virtue of the Death of your Son, which you foresaw, so, through her intercession, we, too, 
may be cleansed and admitted to your presence. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 

Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

  — Collect of the Mass for the Immaculate Conception 
 

 
Father, the image of the Virgin is found in the Church. Mary had a faith that your Spirit prepared and a love that 
never knew sin, for you kept her sinless from the first moment of her conception. Trace in our actions the lines of her 
love, in our hearts her readiness of faith. Prepare once again a world for your Son who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

—Another Prayer for the Immaculate Conception 
 

  
Hail Mary, the most beautiful dove, which carried the word of God for us; we greet you with the Archangel Gabriel 
saying: Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. Hail, O Virgin, the glory of our race; you have borne Emman-
uel for us. We pray that you will remember us before the Lord Jesus Christ, that he will forgive us our sins. 

   —Coptic liturgy 
  
 
John the Baptist’s first major theme is: Reflect, repent, convert! In every age people fall prey to the temptation to over-
turn the proper order of values. What is important is degraded to a minor matter, what is minor or even wrong is 

raised to a principal theme, the central issue of one’s life. It can be greed. It can be ambition with its exhibitionistic 
and ruthless careerism. It can be quarrelsomeness and the insistence on always being right, or envy and a desire to 
dominate, or the unmastered desire for pleasure that Paul at one point so powerfully describes: “their god is their bel-
ly” (Phil 3:19). These are all products of egoism, which places one’s own self in the center and degenerates into idola-

try. John sees this clearly and therefore calls for reflection: Admit your offense, confess your sin and let yourself be 
cleansed. As a symbol of such purification he offers a baptism of repentance in the Jordan.    

—from The Key to Faith: Meditations on the Liturgical Year 
 by Adolf Adam 

 
 
Listen, a clear voice is calling. / It pierces the night and the darkness: / Awake and leave behind sleep and dreams — 

/ Christ is shining in the heavens. / This is the bright time of hope. / The dawn approaches; the day begins: / A 
new star begins to beam, / Before whose glow the darkness flees. / From heaven is sent one as a lamb / Who will 
take all our sins upon himself. / In faith we turn our faces to him / And ask his forgiveness. / So that, when again 
he comes in light, / And his brilliance strikes the world with terror, / He may not avenge sin with punishment, / But 

gently gather us to himself.  

  — A hymn for Advent, Author unknown 

December 6, 2015 

SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT 
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OUR ADVENT GIVING TREE 

December 6, 2015 

“Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a stranger 
and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?” And the king 
will say to them in reply, “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did 
for me.”                                                   -Matthew 25 
The final judgement in the Gospel of Matthew should serve as a call to action for each and every one of 
us. Our parish Advent Giving Tree is one way to respond!  Our parish social ministries are working to-
gether to support life at all stages.  There are tags on our Giving Tree to help the hungry, the unborn, the 
sick, the immigrant and those in prison. You need to empty the tree of the tags and return them no later 
than Saturday/Sunday, December 12/13, 2015. Below are description of some of the agencies we will 
be supporting this year. If you have any questions, please contact Diane Ronessi at dronessi@verizon.net or 
631.225.4115. Gifts for St. Vincent de Paul (green tags) should be wrapped.  All other gifts should not be wrapped. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

HOPE HOUSE  
MINISTRIES 

Hope House Minis-
tries supports young 
men struggling with 
addiction and bro-
kenness in their own 
lives. Learn more 
about Hope House at 
www.hhm.org. 

SUPPORTING 
OUR  

VETERANS Support the work of our Middle Ages group in providing Christmas gifts and necessities for our local veterans. 

St. Vincent  

de Paul 

Each year, our p
arish sup-

ports many fam
ilies at 

Christmas with 
food, toys 

and clothing.  R
ead more in 

our bulletin abo
ut our 

parish’s outreac
h efforts. 

 

CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES  
Immigration 

Services 
Support our brothers and 
sisters and their families 
who are just coming to 
our country. Read more 
at 
www.catholiccharities.cc 
 

Prison Families 
Support our Diocesan Prison Minis-
try as they provide gifts for the chil-
dren of men and women in prison.  
 

LIFE  

CENTER 

The Life Cen
ter assists 

pregnant wom
en as they 

prepare to giv
e birth to 

the gift of life
 in their 

own lives.  Le
arn more 

about the life
 center at 

www.lifecent
erli.org 

OLPH HOMELESS VAN MINISTRY Help our parish provide basic necessities for the lo-cal homeless during this season. 

Community Meal 
Ministry 

Our Community Meal Ministry 
needs your help to provide a “little 
bit of Christmas” for our guests. 
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         Jubilee Year of Mercy 
          December 8, 2015  
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters: Disciples of Christ, 
 
Pope Francis has called for a Jubilee Year of Mercy to begin Wednesday, Decem-
ber 8, 2015 and to continue until November 22, 2016.  In his Bull of Indiction he 
tells us, Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy and then goes on We want to live 
this Jubilee Year in light of the Lord’s words: MERCIFUL LIKE THE FATHER. 

 
With gratitude to the Holy Father for this initiative, I write to all of you, the members of the Church of Rockville 
Centre, to invite us all to set out on a pilgrimage of mercy here in our Diocese beginning on December 12th.  In-
spired by the Pope’s letter, Misericordiae Vultus, we as a Church will have many opportunities to live mercy and to 
let the Father’s mercy flood our hearts and make our hearts like that of His Son.  I urge all of you to read prayer-
fully the Holy Father’s letter which can be found on the Vatican website, www.im.va under Pope Francis and the 
rubric “Bulls”.  He gives us all a moving explanation of divine mercy, the mercy that forgives, embraces and re-
news, and transforms every human heart open to receive God’s grace. 
 
In our Diocese I have designated four pilgrimage places.  Each place, Saint Agnes Cathedral in Rockville Centre, 
The Basilica of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary in Southampton, The Shrine of Our Lady of the Isle in 
Eastport, and The Seminary of the Immaculate Conception in Huntington, will have a specific day every week 
during the Jubilee Year when priests and others will be available to receive pilgrims who come to enter through 
the Holy Door to confess their sins, pray before the Blessed Sacrament, join in devotions and receive the Lord’s 
blessing in Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
There will be a pilgrimage as well to the Basilica Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington on Septem-
ber 24, 2016.  Parishes and deaneries will be organizing events.  During Lent the priests will preach on the themes 
of mercy during this special season. 
 
The Jubilee Year will be officially opened in our Diocese on Saturday December 12th at the 5:00PM Mass in Saint 
Agnes Cathedral which will also be televised by Telecare.  These and many other moments to “encounter the Fa-
ther’s mercy” can be found on our website www.drvc.org.  
 
For the moment I write to urge you to begin NOW to prepare your hearts and those of your families, parishioners 
and friends truly to live mercy so that the balm of the Father’s mercy may heal everyone and we all become merciful as 
the Father is merciful, the Father whose mercy is greater than any sin and more fulfilling than any other promise of life. 
 
May the Merciful Father enter our hearts and transform our lives so that we might be His instruments of mercy to 
one another and the entire world.  
 
      Yours devotedly in Christ, 

       
      Bishop of Rockville Centre 
 

                 PO Box 9023, Rockville Centre, New York 11571–9023 • telephone 516.678.5800 • fax 516.678.3138 • www.drvc.org 

LETTER FROM THE BISHOP—YEAR OF MERCY 

December 6, 2015 
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PARISH ADVENT  
PENANCE SERVICE  

FOR THE YEAR OF MERCY 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15th 
7:30 p.m.  

 

Bishop Nelson Perez, Presiding 
 
           A perfect way to prepare for the Lord during these Advent days is to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation! We’re having a spe-
cial Parish Communal Penance Service with Individual Confession and 
Absolution on Tuesday, December 15 at 7:30 p.m. Bishop Nelson Perez, 
Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Rockville Centre, will be our guest presid-
er and preacher to lead us in prayer for this liturgy at the beginning of the 
Year of Mercy. Bishop Perez is a dynamic and engaging preacher who will 
come with a great message of hope and inspiration. 
            At this service we will pray a Liturgy of the Word together, led by 
Bishop Perez, so that together we can hear the invitation to God’s mercy and 
draw strength from one another’s prayer as we acknowledge our common 
need to be healed and forgiven. Then we will have the opportunity to go to 
individual confession and receive absolution. 
            What great grace and blessings we will find in this beautiful Penance 
Service! It’s the perfect way to celebrate this sacrament during Advent, espe-
cially in this Year of Mercy. Make sure you give yourself the gift of being 
there! 

YEAR OF MERCY 

Sacrament of ReconciliationSacrament of ReconciliationSacrament of ReconciliationSacrament of Reconciliation    
In addition to the Advent Penance Service on December 15th, we have provided a number of opportuni-
ties for you to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation throughout the Advent season. 

Individual Confessions: 
Monday through Friday—Following the 12:15 p.m. Mass 

 
Saturdays - 4:00 p.m. to  4:45 p.m. 

(Confessions will be 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. on December 19th.) 
 

Tuesday, December 22, 2015  - 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

December 6, 2015 
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

December 6, 2015 

THE NEWTHE NEWTHE NEWTHE NEW    
SUNDAY’S WORD SUNDAY’S WORD SUNDAY’S WORD SUNDAY’S WORD     

FOR 2016FOR 2016FOR 2016FOR 2016 
 
The new Sunday’s 

Word book for the 

new liturgical cycle, 
Year C (2016), which 
began last Sunday, 
November 29th, the 
First Sunday of Ad-
vent, is now availa-
ble at the rectory and 
may be purchased for 
$2.00. 

Solemnity of the Solemnity of the Solemnity of the Solemnity of the     
Immaculate Immaculate Immaculate Immaculate     
ConceptionConceptionConceptionConception    

 

Monday, December 7, 2015 
Eve of the Holy Day 

5:00 p.m. Mass 

 

Tuesday, 
December 8, 2015 

 

Mass Schedule: 
6:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 

 

 
The Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena will be 
prayed at 7:00 P.M. this Monday, December 7th. 

NIGHT OF 
PRAYER FOR LIFE 

Tuesday, December 8th 
8:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 

 

Uniting the Feast of the 

Immaculate Conception with 
the Feast of St. Juan Diego. 

It was on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
(then celebrated on December 8th) that Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, patroness of the Americas and the 
unborn, first appeared to St. Juan Diego. The 
National Night of Prayer for Life bridges these 
two feasts to honor Our Blessed Mother and prays 
through Her intercession for the establishment of 
a Culture of Life, protection for the Church from 
persecution and asks Our Lord to REVIVE OUR 
LAND. All are invited to participate! 

BAMBINELLI SUNDAY AT OLPHBAMBINELLI SUNDAY AT OLPHBAMBINELLI SUNDAY AT OLPHBAMBINELLI SUNDAY AT OLPH 
        Each year children gather with their fami-
lies in St. Peter’s Square in Rome for 
“Bambinelli Sunday.” The families bring with 
them the figure of the Christ Child from their 
family crèche (Nativity scene) at home, and the 
figurines are blessed by the Pope. 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Taking a cue from this tradition, we’ll be 
celebrating our own “Bambinelli Sunday” here 
at OLPH on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, 
December 19-20. You are invited to bring to 
Mass your figure of the Christ Child from your 
home crèche. We’ll offer a blessing of these fig-
urines at all the Masses that weekend. 
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Children’s  
Christmas Pageant 
Friday,  December 18, 2015 

7:00 p.m. Church 
 
We would like to involve as many members of our parish community, especially 
all parish children! We have many speaking parts for children who can memo-
rize a few lines and speak loudly and clearly.  These roles are for:  Mary, Joseph, 
Herod, Three Kings, Innkeeper, Innkeeper’s Wife, Gabriel.  Please indicate if 
your child is interested in having a speaking role.  Parts will be given out at the 
first rehearsal, so anyone wishing to have a speaking part must be able to attend 
all rehearsals. There is something for children of every age! 
 
College Students (especially those coming home for Christmas) and Adults: 
We need help with supervision of angels and shepherds, assistance with hospi-
tality and more!   If you can help, please e-mail familylife@oloph.org.  
 
We especially need parishioners to be part of our Christmas Pageant Chorus 
and Music Group!  We need instrumentalists, singers, etc. For more infor-
mation, contact Christopher Ferraro at cferraro@oloph.org 
 

Pageant Practices  
This Wednesday, December 9th  

4:30 p.m.—Church 
Saturday, December 12th (Change from previous flyer) 

12:30 p.m.—Church 
DRESS REHEARSAL:  

Thursday, December 17th – 5:30 p.m.—Church  (NOTE: Different Time) 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT SIGN UP! 
Name__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone # _______________________________ E-mail_____________________@____________ 
Grade _________ 
 
___My child is interested in having a speaking role! 
 
___I (parent/guardian) can help at the rehearsals and at the Pageant. 

FAMILY LIFE MINISTRY 

December 6, 2015 
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BOXES OF 
CHILDREN'S 
ENVELOPES  
ARE NOW 
AVAILABLE 

   The new boxes of Children’s Envelopes for 
the upcoming liturgical year are now available! 
Children should use these envelopes to make their 
offering in the weekly collection basket at Mass, in 
addition to their family’s offering. 
   The purpose of the envelopes is not a money-
raising one, but rather to provide parents a tool to 
reinforce in their children the idea of stewardship 
for their Church and responsible giving toward 
others. It’s a great way to teach children the value 
of being thankful for the gifts God gives us and the 
importance of sharing the abundance of those gifts 
with others. Ideally, the money — whatever 
amount is placed in the envelope (there is no mini-
mum or maximum!) — comes from the children 
themselves, e.g., out of their allowance, rather than 
being just handed to them from the parents. In this 
way, Christian attitudes are nourished in the chil-
dren, and this can be yet another avenue for par-
ents and children to discuss responsible Christian 
living.  
   New boxed sets of Children’s Envelopes for 
the entire new liturgical year (starting with Ad-
vent 2015) are available in baskets throughout 
the church. Families who wish to use them should 
simply take a box which contains envelopes for the 
entire year, with the children then returning one 
envelope each week, dropping it in the collection 
basket at Mass. The envelope should have the 
child’s name and amount of the offering written 
on it. The design on the envelope may be colored 
in and decorated in other ways if desired. The 
amount collected in the children’s envelopes is 
published in the bulletin each week. As with the 
usual collection offerings, the money will go to-
ward supporting the mission of and programs at 
OLPH. 

Encourage your children to use these enve-
lopes as a way of growing in Christian stewardship 
and responsibility! 

December 6, 2015 

PARISH LIFE AND MINISTRY 

Christmas Spiritual Christmas Spiritual Christmas Spiritual Christmas Spiritual     
Bouquet CardsBouquet CardsBouquet CardsBouquet Cards    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join in the Mass intentions for the Masses of 
Christmas by using the Christmas Spiritual Bou-
quet cards which are now available throughout 
the church. These cards are a wonderful and 
meaningful way for you to remember your loved 
ones at Christmas and to have them prayed for at 
our Christmas Masses. Return the envelope with 
your donation in the collection basket or bring it 
to the rectory, and keep the card to send your 
Christmas Spiritual Bouquet. 

    V IRTUS TRAINING VIRTUS TRAINING VIRTUS TRAINING VIRTUS TRAINING 
CLASSCLASSCLASSCLASS    

    

 

Thursday, December 10 
 7:00 p.m. in ROOM 1  

 

TRAINING IS REQUIRED FOR ALL PAR-

ISH OFFERERS IN ALL MINISTRIES.  
 

Registration MUST be done online in advance  at 
www.drvc.org under Protecting God’s Children 

 

Simply go to drvc.org, then Protecting God’s 
Children on the right side and to Virtus training 
schedule to find OLPH Lindenhurst.  



Page 13 

 

PRAYER AND WORSHIPPRAYER AND WORSHIPPRAYER AND WORSHIPPRAYER AND WORSHIP        

HOLY HOUR FOR PEACEHOLY HOUR FOR PEACEHOLY HOUR FOR PEACEHOLY HOUR FOR PEACE    
In response to Bishop Murphy’s call for parishes to 
urgently pray for peace because of all the unrest in 
the world, please join us for a special Holy Hour de-
voted to praying for world peace within our own 
country and throughout the world. This Holy Hour 
for Peace, with prayers focusing on the intention of 
peace, will be held on the second, third and fourth 
Sunday evenings of the month from 7:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. The Holy Hour of Reparation which has 
been held on the first Sunday of the month will con-
tinue every first Sunday evening as usual, with the 
prayers that are usually said for that first Sunday Ho-
ly Hour. 
 

Prayer for PeacePrayer for PeacePrayer for PeacePrayer for Peace    
Following Bishop Murphy’s request, we are asked to 
pray this prayer privately, and we are encouraged to 
use this prayer as a part of all meetings and gatherings 

held here at OLPH.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ,  
who are called the Prince of Peace, 

Who are yourself our peace  
and our reconciliation, 

Who so often said ‘Peace to you’, 
Grant us peace! 

Make all men and women witnesses of truth, justice 
and brotherly love. 

Banish from their hearts  
whatever might endanger peace. 

Enlighten our rulers that they may guarantee and 
defend the great gift of peace. 
May all peoples of the earth  

become as brothers and sisters. 
May longed-for peace blossom forth and reign al-

ways over us all. AMEN 
 

Mary, Queen of Peace, Pray for us! 
(Pope Saint John XXIII) 

Evening Prayer 
All are invited to pray Evening 
Prayer on Saturday and Sundays 
after the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  Here 
we pray the psalms, listen to the 
Word of God and give thanks to 
God for the blessings of the day.  
Evening Prayer is usually about ten to fifteen 
minutes in length. 
 
So come and pray… 
 

Saturdays and Sundays 
After the 5:00 p.m. Mass 

December 6, 2015 

Novena to Our Lady of Novena to Our Lady of Novena to Our Lady of Novena to Our Lady of     
Perpetual HelpPerpetual HelpPerpetual HelpPerpetual Help    

The Monday night Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help has been a longstanding OLPH tradition.  Each 
Monday, parishioners pray to seek the help and assis-
tance of the Lord for healing, family, children and the 
needs of the world, seeking the intercession of the 
Blessed Mother.  Following the Novena prayers, Expo-
sition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place. The even-
ing concludes with veneration of a relic of St. Catherine 
Laboure.  Take some time each Monday to join in the 
OLPH Novena. 

Monday, December 7—7:00 p.m. 
Monday, December 14—7:00 p.m. 

IMPORTANT MEETING IMPORTANT MEETING IMPORTANT MEETING IMPORTANT MEETING     
FOR ALL USHERSFOR ALL USHERSFOR ALL USHERSFOR ALL USHERS 

            There will be a meeting for all ushers 
where information about the new Mass schedule 
will be discussed. Choose ONE of these meetings 
to attend: Monday, December 14, at 7:45 p.m., 
OR Tuesday, December 15, 2:30 p.m. Both 
meetings will be held in the church. 
            All ushers are expected to attend. If you 
cannot attend, please inform Mike Williams of the 
reason. We look forward to seeing you there as we 
go over important details that will allow for a 
smooth transition of the ushers’ ministry into the 
new Mass schedule which will begin in January. 
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NEW OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY:    11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
TUESDAY:    9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY: 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
THURSDAY:   9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
SATURDAY:   8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

December 6, 2015 

OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION 
Located in the school building 

Phone # 631.226.7725 x. 253 

Email: religioused@oloph.org 

Coordinator: Mrs. April Kleinlaut 

(akleinlaut@oloph.org) 

OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY: 11AM TO 7PM 

TUESDAY: 9AM TO 2PM 

WEDNESDAY: 2PM TO 8PM 

THURSDAY: 9AM TO 3PM 

SATURDAY: 8AM TO 1PM 

Feast of the Immaculate  

Concep�on 
A reminder that the Faith Forma�on office will be 

CLOSED on Tuesday, Dec. 8th for the Feast of the Im-

maculate Concep�on, which is a holy day of obliga-

�on. We remind all our families to honor this feast by 

a'ending Mass.  

 

 

Second Week of Advent 

What’s Happening in 

Faith  Forma�on?  
 

On Saturday, December 5th, Level 4 had a 

parent/child workshop on Advent. Stay tuned 

for pictures next week! 

 

Families of Kindergarten children:  

Registra�on for new Level 1 students for the 

2016/17 year will begin in January. 

We’ll keep you posted! 

Save the Date! 
 

Important events and dates upcoming for 

the religious educa�on program 

 

12/12/2015  

Level 3 Penance Service  

Level 3 students in all sessions, with at least 

one parent, are to report to the church at 

10:45 a.m. for the Penance Service which will 

begin promptly at 11:00 a.m.  

 

12/19/2015 

Parent Mee�ng on First Penance 

with Msgr. Joe 

Parents of Level 2 students have a  

mee�ng to discuss Reconcilia�on.  

Important Communion informa�on will  

also be discussed. 

This is a mandatory sacramental mee�ng.  

  

Christmas Recess 

Classes WILL NOT take place between 

Monday, December 21st 

and Saturday, January 2nd. 

Classes will resume Monday, January 4th.  
The feast of the Immaculate Conception 
reminds us that Mary, Mother of Jesus, 
was born without original sin. Mary, pray 

for us! Say a Hail Mary today.  
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NEW Food Pantry List!    
MAC & CHEESE 

CANNED FRUIT 

CAKE MIX 

PIE CRUST 

CORN MUFFIN MIX 

HOT CHOCOLATE 

COFFEE 

PUDDING 

PEANUT BUTTER 

PAPER TOWELS 

Thank you for your continued generosity.Thank you for your continued generosity.Thank you for your continued generosity.Thank you for your continued generosity.    

Cut out this list and bring it with you 

when you go shopping! 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
� Blue Door Thrift Boutique: Tricia Buckley—631.567.5790—thebluedoor@oloph.org 

� Catholics for the Freedom of Religion:  Marie Foster—631.592.1509—cffr@oloph.org  

� Community Meal: Gigi Gracey—631.943.0095—gigigracey1962@gmail.com—Deborah McDonald -516.662.2529—Dnk875@aol.com 

� Driving Ministry: Maureen Russo—631.226.4182 
� Golden Age Society: Dolores Barone—631.957.3432 

� Homeless Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com 

� Hospital Visitors: Peter O’Neill—631-226-6340—oneillp@optonline.net 

� Middle Ages: Gail Tonnessen—631.957.1449—gtonness@optonline.net 

� Nursing Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com 

� Respect Life Committee: Louise Perrotta—631.412.3831—louiseperrotta@optonline.net 

� St. Bernard League: Kristine Doyle—631.804.3466—Kristine Kelly—631-412-5629—stbernardleague@oloph.org 

� St. Vincent de Paul Society: Deborah Deasy—631.226.7725, x. 234 

� Senior Moments/Spirituality: Fran Grasso—631.956.3003—sixfingers13@gmail.com 

� Special Needs Ministry: Caroline Grogan— (631)225-7688—straightclaw@optonline.net  
� Widows/Widowers:  Rita Gardell— 631.252.5494  

Society of St. Vincent de Paul Society of St. Vincent de Paul Society of St. Vincent de Paul Society of St. Vincent de Paul      
Located in the “New” School Building 

Use Parking Lot located on corner of 
Gates & High Streets 

 631.226.7725 x. 234 
The office is open:   

Monday, Wednesday and Friday  
 9:00 a.m.—12 Noon 

Saturday 1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m. 

  In today’s Gospel John the Baptist urges us to “Prepare the way of 
the Lord,” and this is what Advent is all about. We are called to help 
prepare the way of the Lord by making the real meaning of Christmas 
come alive in our own hearts, in our family and by reaching out to 
those in need. 
  Is there a family you know who needs assistance? Please call the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that together we can help the 
suffering and poor to celebrate Christmas. 

December 6, 2015 

The Blue Door Thrift Boutique is our parish’s latest effort to 
serve the poor and vulnerable in our parish community—and a 
great way to get a deal for our parishioners!  In little over a 
month, we have ministered to many who are supported by our 
Homeless Ministry and Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  
 

Take note of  our hours and visit the Blue Door. It is a wonderful 
place that has many wonderful items—from clothing to cooking 
ware, from religious items to rare finds—you might find helpful. 
Meet the wonderful offerers who make it such a place of  wel-
come. When you shop at The Blue Door, you not only get a 
great deal but help support our parish’s ongoing work and minis-
try.  

Want to get involved in the Blue Door? 
E-mail to thebluedoor@oloph.org for more information!   

Hours of Operation: 
Monday: 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Tuesday: Closed 
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Thursday: Closed 
Friday: 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Saturday: 1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m. 
The entrance to the Thrift Boutique is on the 
south side of the parish campus, next to the 
St. Vincent de Paul bins. Park using the 
Gates Street/High Street Parking Lot.  
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December 6, 2015 

The OLPH Conference 
of the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul 
Memorial Cards are 
now available.  The Me-
morial Cards are a won-
derful way to honor the 
dearly departed while benefitting the less 
fortunate in our community.   A beautiful 
“Living Memorial” Card will be sent ac-
knowledging your donation to the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul.  
 

Donation forms are available on the pew 
ledges, in the SVDP Food Pantry (9:00 
a.m. – 12:00 noon Monday, Wednesday & 
Friday) or at the Rectory. 
 

For further information, please contact Ja-
net Hume at the SVDP Office at 631-226-
7725 X 234. 

HOMELESS MINISTRYHOMELESS MINISTRYHOMELESS MINISTRYHOMELESS MINISTRY    
FOOD PREPARERSFOOD PREPARERSFOOD PREPARERSFOOD PREPARERS 
We are always in need of individuals, families and 
groups to prepare a light meal and/or soup for our 
weekly runs. Can you help us? Contact Regina 
Muir at 631.226.2709 or e-mail to 
rmuir11@aol.com. You assist when you can—
usually once every other month! 
 
DONATIONSDONATIONSDONATIONSDONATIONS    

As we are moving into the winter months, we are 
in need of the following: 
�       washcloths  
�       briefs - Small, Medium and Large (NO XL;  
    must be new and in package) 
�       undershirts - Small, Large and Extra-Large 
�       blankets 
�       sweat pants 
If it is easier, we can always use Kmart gift cards (and 
the like) or financial donations, and we'll do the shop-
ping. Donations can be dropped off at the Parish Office 

from 9:00 a.m.—9:00 p.m. daily and  9:00 a.m.—3:00 
p.m. on the weekends. 
 

MIDDLE AGESMIDDLE AGESMIDDLE AGESMIDDLE AGES    
Are you in your late 40s, 50s, or early 60s?  

Are you looking to meet others your age for times of 
spirituality, socializing and social action?  

 
 

Our next meeting: Wednesday, December 16 at 
7:00 p.m. in Room 10 in the Old School base-
ment.  Projects include:  Van lunches, and wrap-
ping Giving Tree presents for the Veterans in 
Yaphank.  Please bring scissors, ribbon and medi-
um gift bags. 

For information call Gail Tonnessen at 631-957-
1449 or email her at gtonness@optonline.net    

SENIOR MOMENTSSENIOR MOMENTSSENIOR MOMENTSSENIOR MOMENTS    
GIVE YOURSELF A CHALLENGE  

The Senior Moments Ministry is a committed spiritual 

family who meet once a month on the 2nd Tuesday of 
the month. 

 

Our next meeting will be on 
December 8th at 9:00 a.m.  

At Panera Bread in West Babylon 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY Happenings 

A special thanks to the members of Team Suf 
weightlifting team, Elizabeth Meyers, Alisha 
Cusumano, Charlie Randazzo, James Schmalfuss 
& Colleen Smith who “flexed their muscles” to 
help collect food during the food drive Saturday, 
November 21.  
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El grupo de oración “Jesús es el camino la verdad y la vida”. Te invita a alabar y glorificar a DIOS todos 
los jueves a las 7:00 p.m. en la cafetería. Comenzando con el Santo Rosario. Únete a nosotros en ora-
ción, Alabanzas y reflexión de la palabra de DIOS.  
 

Todos los martes  llevamos el  Santo Rosario a los hogares para orar en familia. Lleva la bendición a tu 
casa. Interesados favor llamar a Virginia Constantino al  (631) 957-1149. 
  
El sacramento del bautizo. Las ceremonias bautismales se llevan a cabo cada segundo y cuarto domingo 
del mes. Los padres que necesiten bautizar a sus hijos deben atender alas sección de charlas, estas charlas 
son cada primer y tercer lunes del mes. 
 

Para más información  sobre los sacramentos del bautizo matrimonio y servicio pastorales. Unción de los 
enfermos y la Eucaristía, Contacto Padre Juan Sureau - 631.226-7725 x. 224 o email: 
jsureau@oloph.org o en español, Irma González 631-620-2401 o correo electrónico: 
lanegra628@yahoo.com. 
 

Lecturas del domingo 13 de Diciembre de 2015Lecturas del domingo 13 de Diciembre de 2015Lecturas del domingo 13 de Diciembre de 2015Lecturas del domingo 13 de Diciembre de 2015    
3nd domingo de Adviento  

Regocíjense en el señor.  En el siempre   
Primer Lectura (Sofonías  3,14-18a): El Señor vendrá en Medio de Uste-
des 
A un pueblo rodeado de enemigos, el profeta anuncia: “El Señor les va a 
perdonar y les traerá alegría. Vivirá en medio de ustedes y les renovará 
con su amor”. 
 
Segunda Lectura (Filipenses 4,4-7): Alégrense, el Señor Está Cerca. 
Los cristianos deberían estar siempre alegres, dice San Pablo. Su alegría debe  ser contagiosa, porque el Señor 
está siempre cerca de ellos. 
 
Evangelio (Lucas 3,10-18): ¡Acciones y Gestos concretos!  
Esperamos y nos preparamos para la venida del Señor haciendo bien las cosas de cada día que nuestro llama-
do exige, especialmente con referencia a los otros. Juan habita en el desierto para indicar que el estado conti-
nuo de la vida del hombre es el del éxodo: debe salir constante mente de toda esclavitud y caminar hacia la 
promesa de Dios sin ninguna garantía fuera de su fidelidad. En el desierto el cielo y la tierra están igualmente 
vacíos, en un silencio que tensiona. Nada distrae en esta “nada” de lo que existe puede resonar y ser escucha-
da la palabra nueva  y creadora. El desierto el camino de Dios, lo contrario del hombre. 
 
En la dimensión personal  del desierto,  significa desertar  de sí mismo, de su propia identidad falsa, de todos 
sus temores y miedos y entregarse a ese éxodo interno que hace ala hombre ser consiente en el camino su pro-
pio futuro.  
 
Querida Familia de Santo Rosario,   Hoy día celebramos el "Domingo "Gaudete" o "“ Domingo de Gozo"  
porque las lecturas nos hablan de las promesas gozosas de nuestro Dios. Por eso, el sacerdote usa vestimentos 
rosados y prendemos la vela rosada de la Corona de Adviento. Ya que la Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Guada-
lupe ocurrió hace dos días, hemos decidido dejar los adornos festivos para continuar el ambiente de gozo hoy, 
también!  Hoy celebramos la cercanía de Dios-Entre-Nosotros, su Hijo, este Tercer Domingo de Adviento. 
Esperamos su venida, pero mientras esperamos, nosotros trabajamos para construir la unidad que Nuestra 
Señora de Guadalupe pidió. Lo hacemos juntos, como mexicanos, ecuatorianos, centroamericanos, estadou-
nidenses todos unidos como una sola familia de fe, bajo la protección de nuestra Santísima Madre, la misma 
Madre de Jesús y de Dios.  Ella es un reflejo del amor y protección de nuestro Padre Celestial quien nos ama 
tanto que Él, por medio de la humilde Virgen María, dio a luz al Salvador del Mundo, ¡Jesucristo!.  

EL MINISTERIO HISPANEL MINISTERIO HISPANEL MINISTERIO HISPANEL MINISTERIO HISPANOOOO    

December 6, 2015 



Page 18 

 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  AND CONTACT INFORMATIONIMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  AND CONTACT INFORMATIONIMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  AND CONTACT INFORMATIONIMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  AND CONTACT INFORMATION    

Parish Phone: (631) 226-7725  Parish Fax: (631) 225-9597 
Directory of Phone Extensions    

    

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISMTHE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISMTHE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISMTHE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM    
    

Baptism ceremonies are held on the second and fourth Sundays of the 
month. Parents wishing to have a child baptized must attend a baptism prep-
aration session before the baptism; these sessions are held on the first and 
third Thursdays of the month excluding holidays. Contact the Parish Office 
to begin the process of having your child baptized. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICKPASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICKPASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICKPASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICK    
    

Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as well as those in danger of 
death, should receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please call 
the Parish Office and ask for one of our priests.    
    

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTSCHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTSCHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTSCHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS    
    

Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have been baptized in another Chris-
tian faith and wish to become Catholic, or who have been baptized Catholic 
and wish to be confirmed and receive Holy Communion, are invited to join 
the process of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Please contact Fr. 
John at the Parish Office to begin the process. 

    

Adults who have been baptized Catholic and who have received Holy Com-
munion but who still need the Sacrament of Confirmation should enroll in 
our Adult Confirmation Classes. Please contact Fr. John at the Parish Office. 

    
THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGETHE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGETHE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGETHE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE    

    

Please contact the Parish Office at least SIX MONTHS before the desired 
date of your wedding.   

SERVING AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER 

NameNameNameName    ExtExtExtExt    EmailEmailEmailEmail    

Deacon Tom Bast, Business Manager 204 tbast@oloph.org 

Carmel Becker, Bulletin 246 cbecker@oloph.org 

Patti Chavis, Parish Secretary 212 pchavis@oloph.org 

Linda Coppola, Business Office Assistant 214 lcoppola@oloph.org 

Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco, Pastor 206 msgrjoe@oloph.org 

Faith Formation Office 253 religioused@oloph.org 

Christopher Ferraro, Director of Music 210 cferraro@oloph.org 

April Kleinlaut, Coordinator of Faith Formation 257 acarbaugh@oloph.org 

Rectory Reception Desk 200  

St. Vincent de Paul 234 stvincentdepaul@oloph.org 

Fr. John Sureau, Associate Pastor 203 jsureau@oloph.org 

Josephine Vagelatos,  
Administrative Assistant to the Pastor 

206 
 

jvagelatos@oloph.org 

Fr. Fidelis Ezeani, Associate Pastor 226 fadaprince4christ@yahoo.com 
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YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIYOUR PASTORAL COUNCIYOUR PASTORAL COUNCIYOUR PASTORAL COUNCILLLL 

Jean Bjork 
Tricia Buckley (Chair) 

Lori Byron 
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 
Marie Foster 
Greg Guido 
Sonia Hansen 
John Keller 

Kevin Sabella, Jr. 
Kevin Sabella, Sr. 
Christina Taparata 
James Totino 
Pete Triolo 

 
Please feel free to speak to any 
member of the Pastoral Council 

with any questions you might have. 
 
YOUR PARISH TRUSTEESYOUR PARISH TRUSTEESYOUR PARISH TRUSTEESYOUR PARISH TRUSTEES 

Robert Dobres 
John Reynolds 

 
YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH     

FINANCE COMMITTEEFINANCE COMMITTEEFINANCE COMMITTEEFINANCE COMMITTEE 

David Barrett 
Deacon Tom Bast 
Gerry Chille (Chair) 

Ed Cirella 
Meg Danaher, CFP®, CLU®    

Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 
Bob Dobres 
Bob Meade 
John Reynolds 

 
Please feel free to speak to any 

member of the Finance Committee 
with any questions you might have. 

 
YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH     

LITURGY COMMITTEELITURGY COMMITTEELITURGY COMMITTEELITURGY COMMITTEE 

Robert Becker 
Lynn Bergin 

Mark Costantino 
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 
Chris Ferraro 

Jenine Jimenez-Spina  
Amy Keller 

Barbara McPhail 
Deacon Doug Smith 
Fr. John Sureau 
Mike Williams 

 
Please feel free to speak to any 

member of the Liturgy Committee 
with any questions you might have. 
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PRAYING FOR AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER 

WE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVE    
We pray for the sick of our parish… 

 

 
If a family member or close friend is ill, please let 
us know so our community can pray for them. To 
have your name or the name of a loved one listed 
in our parish bulletin, please call the Parish Office 
at 631-226-7725 x. 200.  Names remain in the 
bulletin for three weeks.  

WE REMEMBERWE REMEMBERWE REMEMBERWE REMEMBER    
We remember those who have died  in our parish 

community this week: 

Matthew Anthony Battista 
 Italo Graziano 

Francine P. Himes 
Vincent Scarparro 
Salvatore Simonelli 
Patricia Whelan 
Yolanda Zapasek 

 

 

“O God, who through the ending of present things open 
up the beginning of things to come, grant, we pray, that 

the soul of your servant may be led to you to attain the 
inheritance of eternal redemption.” 

December 6, 2015 

Antoinette Jean Ryan 

Dorothea McCowan 

Teresa Smith 

Patricia Grasso 

Teresa Grasso 

Eliza Fielding 

Ron Ferrugiari 

Deborah Manno 

Rosemary DeMartino 

Perry Iannacone 

Donato Panessa 

Carol Gilroy 

Joan Cox 

Catherine Tamburino 

CarolAnn Alma 

Julia Fredereck 

Bernadette Sinnott 

Rosalie Grottola 

Mario Lotito 

Jean Romano 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE BANNS OF MARRIAGE BANNS OF MARRIAGE BANNS OF MARRIAGE     
Please pray for the following members of our parish 

community preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. 
 

Third  Time:  
 

Timothy Pullman & Jamianne Kruse 
 

Frank Gervasio & Lauren LaFrance 

REMINDER REGARDINGREMINDER REGARDINGREMINDER REGARDINGREMINDER REGARDING    
THE COMMUNION FASTTHE COMMUNION FASTTHE COMMUNION FASTTHE COMMUNION FAST    

 
            Please remember that we are sup-
posed to observe a Communion Fast be-
fore receiving Holy Communion. This 
means we do not eat any foods or drink 
any liquids for one hour before receiving 
Holy Communion, the only exception be-
ing water or medicine. This also means 
that we are not to chew gum during Mass, 
and certainly not while we are coming for-
ward to receive Holy Communion. Let’s 
be sure we are appropriately prepared to 
receive Holy Communion by observing 
this important rule of the Church. 
 

HOLY DAY OFFICE HOURS: 
            

  ●  All parish offices are closed on Tues-
day, December 8, in observance of the So-
lemnity of the Immaculate Conception. 
    ●  The rectory reception desk will be 
open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Tuesday. 
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK  

MONDAY, December 7 
Saint Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor of the Church   

6:30 The Savastano Family 

12:15 Lee Anthony Beatty 

5:00 Linda Manzi 
7:00 Devotions  
TUESDAY, December 8— 

The Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

6:30 In Thanksgiving for the Pasquin Family 
12:15 Giuseppe Lentini 
7:30 For the People of the Parish 
WEDNESDAY, December 9—    

Advent Weekday 
(Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin) 

6:30 Sherman & Angela Glass 
12:15 Robert Mollé 
12:45 Exposition 
7:30 Level 7 Class Mass 
THURSDAY, December 10— 

Advent Weekday 

6:30 Joanne Grassie 
12:15 Nancy Martinez 
FRIDAY, December 11 

Advent Weekday 
(Saint Damasus I, Pope) 

6:30 Jean Szabo 
12:15 Mr. Albino 
SATURDAY, December 12—  

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

8:00  Miguel Cortes 
11:00 Level 3 Penance Service 
4:00 –
4:45 

Confessions 

Vigil for  
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

5:00 For the People of the Parish 
Sunday, December 13— 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

6:30 The Savastano Family 
8:00 Holy Name Society 
9:30 Kevin Curran 
11:00 Soccorsa & Gaetano D’Angelo 
12:30 Holy Souls in Purgatory 
5:00 Kevin Curran 

Vigil for  
The Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

MEETINGS FOR THE WEEK 

December 6, 2015 

Monday, December 7, 2015 

9:00 a.m. St. Vincent de Paul Room 24 

7:00 p.m. Devotions Church 

7:15 p.m. Level 8 Classes School 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015 

   

8:30 p.m. Annual Night of Prayer Church 

Wednesday, December 9, 2015 

9:00 a.m. St. Vincent de Paul Room 24 
12:45p.m. Exposition Church 

2:30 p.m. Legion of Mary Room 24 
4:30 p.m. Christmas Pageant Rehearsal Church 
5:30 p.m. Level 6 Classes School 

7:00 p.m. Homeless Van Ministry Room 13 

7:30 p.m. Level 7 Classes School 
7:30 p.m. Boy Scouts  Cafeteria 

Thursday, December 10, 2015 
2–6:00p.m. Church  Closed for Cleaning Church 

4:00 p.m. CYO Cheerleading Auditorium 

7:00 p.m. Parent Baptismal Prep Room 16 

7:30 p.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal Church 

7:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal Church 
8:00p.m. Narcotics Anonymous Room 24 

Friday, December 11, 2015 

9:00 a.m. St. Vincent de Paul Room 24 
4:30 p.m. Christmas Pageant Rehearsal Church 

7:30 p.m. Advent Lessons & Carols Church 

8:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (Young Adults) Cafeteria 

Saturday, December 12, 2015 

8:00 a.m. Level 1- 5 Classes School 
11:00a.m. Level 3 Penance Service Church 

1:00 p.m. CYO Basketball Auditorium 

1:30 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul Room 24 

6:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Church 
8:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Cafeteria 

Sunday, December 13, 2015 

1:00 p.m. CYO Basketball Auditorium 

1:30 p.m. Junior Legion of Mary Room 24 

2:00 p.m. Baptisms Church 

6:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Church 

7:00 p.m. Prayers for Peace Church 

8:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Cafeteria 

7:00 p.m. Protecting God’s Children Room 1 
7:00 p.m. Spanish Prayer Group Cafeteria 

ALL OFFICES CLOSED AND ACTIVITIES 
CANCELLED FOR THE FEAST OF 
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
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WEEKLY OFFERING UPDATE 
Nov. 28/29, 2015 

Mass Time Attendance # of 
Envelopes 

Weekly  
Collection 

5:00 p.m. 362 119 $2,692.00 

6:30 a.m. 106 37 1,280.00 

8:00 a.m. 258 103 2,433.00 

9:30 a.m. 443 113 2,694.00 

11:00 a.m. 426 135 3,097.00 

12:30 p.m. 300 106 2,611.00 

5:00 p.m. 216 32 1,404.50 

Total coin:   21.78 

Mail-ins:   195.00 

Children’s  
Envelopes  31 82.85 

Faith Direct   1,979.25 

TOTAL 2,111 676 $18,490.38 
2014 TOTAL 2,252 706 $18,420.60 

Candles   $1,113.35 
Poor Box   $335.72 

December 6, 2015 

Attention All Parish Ministry Leaders 
PLEASE NOTE THE UPCOMING PLEASE NOTE THE UPCOMING PLEASE NOTE THE UPCOMING PLEASE NOTE THE UPCOMING     

BULLETIN DEADLINESBULLETIN DEADLINESBULLETIN DEADLINESBULLETIN DEADLINES 

Publication Date Bulletin Submissions Due By: 

December 13th Deadline has already passed. 

December 20st December 11th 

Christmas Bulletin ASAP 

December 27th 
December 14th (change because of 

the earlier deadline) 

January 3rd  December 18th  

 

New Sunday Mass 

Schedule Effective 

Weekend of 

January 2-3, 2016 
 

Saturday: 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 

10:00 a.m., 
12:00 Noon, 
and 5:00 p.m. 

AS A REMINDER 
 

ALL 2015 pledges 
For the Catholic Ministries Appeal 

must be paid-up by 
December 31st, 2015 

to ensure that OLPH receives 
the benefit of the rebate. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
Are you watching… 

INSIGHT? 
Msgr. Joe’s television show INSIGHT, which he 
co-hosts with Bishop Robert Brennan and Bishop 
Nelson Pérez, can be seen airing weekly on Tel-
ecare, channel 29 on Cablevision, on these days:  

Mondays at 8:30 p.m.  
Tuesdays at 10:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays at 11:00 p.m. 
Fridays at 9:00 p.m. 

Saturdays at 10:00 p.m. 
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December 6, 2015 
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Zephaniah 3:14-18a: Zephaniah was a fourth-generation descendant 
of King Hezekiah and evidently a person of considerable social stand-
ing in Judah. His utterances show a great familiarity with court circles 
and current political issues, and his pronounced judgments spoken on 
behalf of the Lord are directed particularly against the complacent and 
proud “officials and the king’s sons” (1:8) and all who have followed 
them in their worship of the false foreign gods. But after this great judg-
ment shall come a time of rejoicing unlike any other for the people of 
God, for their King shall be the Lord Himself, fully and intimately pre-
sent among them. 
 
Philippians 4:4-7: Written while he was in prison and in danger of 
death, Paul’s message to the Philippian community to “rejoice in the 
Lord always” reveals the heart of the Christian message of salvation. It 
is only we ourselves who can separate us from the union of love with 
God that Christ Jesus offers.  But if we remain in prayer, fix our gaze 
ever inward where He dwells, no adverse person or circumstance can 
rob us of our joy. Instead, it will be our joy which overflows from our 
hearts and into our troubled world. 
 
Luke 3:10-18: Like Zephaniah and all the prophets before him, John 
the Baptist warns the people of God’s inevitable judgment upon those 
who persist in their sins rather than turning to His mercy in repent-
ance.  Our truly turning back to God will show itself in a change of our 
behavior towards others.  The gift of God’s mercy should in turn cause 
us to not only protect the lawful rights of others, but to further freely 
give to those who are helpless, those who have no legal right to what 
they need. 
 

Readings for the Week 
Take time each day to read the daily readings of the Church. 

Gospel Reflection Questions…. 
After reading next Sunday’s readings 
and Gospel, take some time to pray on 
them before you come to Mass. Use the 
questions below to aid your reflection. 

 

1. The prophet Zephaniah says,  
 

“The LORD, your God,  
is in your midst, 
a mighty savior; 

he will rejoice over you  

with gladness…” 

 
Take time this week to recognize 
the many ways God rejoices over 
YOU!  What are some of those 
ways?  
 
2. St. Paul echoes a theme we have 
been hearing over the past few 
weeks. “Have no anxiety at all” he 
says. Easy for him to say!  Talk to 
the Lord about some the places 
and moments that bring about anx-
iety and fear in you.  Be quiet, 
then, and listen of his peace. 
 
3. John the Baptist quickly recog-
nizes his role in the story of salva-
tion.  It is something many of us—
even in the Church—struggle with. 
Our role  in ministry and in rela-
tionship is to direct the focus, like 
John the Baptist, to Christ.  What 
are some specific ways you can di-
rect others to Christ in the week 
ahead? 

Monday, December 7, 2015: 
Isaiah 35:1-10 + Luke 5:17-26 

 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015: 
Genesis 3:9-15, 20  

+ Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12 
+ Luke 1:26-38 

 

Wednesday, December 9, 2015: 
Isaiah 40:25-31 

+ Matthew 11:28-30 

 

 

Thursday, December 10, 2015:  

Isaiah 41:13-20 + Matthew 11:11-15 

Friday, December 11, 2015:  
Isaiah 48:17-19 + Matthew 11:16-19 

 

Saturday, December 12, 2015: 
Zechariah 2:14-17 + Luke 1:26-38 

 

Sunday, December 13, 2015 

Zephaniah 3:14-18a 
+ Philippians 4:4-7 
+ Luke 3:10-18 

Preparing for December 13, 2015 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. 

I shall say it again: rejoice!” 
Philippians 4:4 

December 6, 2015 
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December 6, 2015 


