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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
210 South Wellwood Avenue + Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +
Telephone: 631-226-7725 + Fax: 631-225-9597 +
www.olphlindenhurst.org + Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help

"Blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways."

Psalm 128

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
December 27, 2015
PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco
Parochial Vicars: Rev. John Sureau, Rev. Fidelis Ezeani
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Msgr. Daniel S. Hamilton
Deacons: Deacon Frank A. Odin, Deacon William Crosby, Deacon Douglas G. Smith
Business Manager: Deacon Thomas J. Bast
Coordinator of Faith Formation: April Kleinlaut Music Director: Christopher Ferraro

COME IN AND PRAY…

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Our church is open 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. seven
days a week, except for Thursdays when it closes
after the 12:15 p.m. Mass for cleaning.
Come in and spend some time in prayer.

Monday – Friday following the 12:15 p.m. Mass.
Saturday: 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available by
making an appointment with one of our priests.

MASS SCHEDULE

OLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONS

Monday – Friday
6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.
New Sunday Mass Schedule Effective
NEXT WEEKEND January 2-3, 2016

Saturday: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.,
12:00 Noon, and 5:00 p.m.

LITURGY OF THE HOURS
We pray Evening Prayer each Saturday and
Sunday after the 5:00 p.m. Mass.
We pray Daytime Prayer each Wednesday
at 1:50 p.m.

Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Church
(unless otherwise announced)

ADORATION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT
Monday Evening: after OLPH Novena Devotions
Wednesday: 12:45 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
First Saturday: 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
210 S. Wellwood Avenue, Lindenhurst
Monday- Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
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Celebrating CHRISTMAS
Our annual Christmas Pageant was a wonderful evening for our parish family. Our parish’s children, led
by the Family Life Ministry, worked hard to share the story of the Christmas. Nearly 100 young people
were involved and nearly 500 people came to the pageant! Hospitality followed including some special
live guests! Special thanks to our Family Life Ministry, Music Ministry, Hospitality Ministry and Confirmation candidates for all their help!
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PASTOR’S PAGE
Christmas Time and the Feast of the Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Merry Christmas! The Church is now in the
days of Christmas Time, which began just two
days ago, and we still have two weeks to go, until
the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord on January
10, despite what the secular world tells us. Merry
Christmas!
I hope your family’s celebration of Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day was a wonderful one. I
hope you continue to celebrate these festive days
with a fullness of joy, peace and love. Sometimes
Christmas Time can be a tough time for some people or some families. If you know of a person or a
family who is struggling with a difficult situation,
be sure to reach out to them and be for them the
presence of Christ. Let’s make the most of these
days of Christmas Time by celebrating them with
love, unity and true rejoicing. Contemplating the
mystery of God-made-man, Emmanuel, God-with
-us, should deepen our practice of virtue; notice
what we pray in one of the prayers that can be
used in Christmas Masses: “…as we recognize in
[Christ] God made visible, we may be caught up
through him in love of things invisible.”
Today, on this Sunday in Christmas Time,
the Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. This liturgical feast
has been on the Church calendar for about one
hundred years, although often on different dates.
The feast celebrates the unity and love so evident
in the family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, and the
prayers for the Mass of this feast repeatedly ask
that we might follow their example and participate
in their life. In the Collect, we pray that we might
imitate “the shining example of the Holy Family…in practicing the virtues of family life and in
the bonds of charity;” in the Prayer over the Offerings we pray that the Lord, “…through the intercession of the Virgin Mother of God and Saint Joseph…may establish our families firmly” in grace
and peace; and in the Prayer after Communion we
pray that we may “…imitate constantly the example of the Holy Family, so that, after the trials of
this world, we may share their company forever.”
Make those words of the Church your own
family’s words of prayer on this beautiful Christmas Time feast!

New Mass Schedule—NEXT WEEKEND
All right…this is it…you’ve heard about it
and heard about it, and now it’s just around the
corner! Next weekend begins our new Mass
schedule: Saturday (Sunday anticipated) at 5:00
p.m.; Sunday at 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00
Noon and 5:00 p.m.
Yes, there will probably be some adjustments
we will all need to make as we get used to some
patterns shifting. What a great opportunity,
though, to meet new friends and get acquainted
with parishioners with whom you are not familiar.
Please, please, please remember that nobody owns
a seat or a pew! If, because of a shift in attendance, someone sits in a seat you usually sit in,
don’t say anything to them as though it’s “your”
seat! Let’s treat each other with kindness and respect. It’s a new year, a new Mass schedule, and
therefore new opportunities for growth and grace!
Our liturgical ministers, especially the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and the Ushers, will be making some slight adjustments to the
performance of their ministries as occasioned by
the new Mass schedule. As with all new things,
some patience and a sense of humor from all of us
will go a long way until we all adjust. I know we’ll
be fine!
Do feel free to spread the word and make
sure everyone you know knows about and remembers the change in schedule.
Sprucin’ up the choir loft!
You may have noticed some sprucing up and
refurbishing going on in the choir loft in the
church; it was an area that was in much need of
some tender loving care. Because of early deadlines for these bulletin columns due to the Christmas holiday, I’m not exactly sure as of this writing
at what precise stage all the work is at, but let me
describe for you the scope of it all: the loft area
has been repainted in a very beautiful and majestic
blue color, with the ceiling in blue and gold; icons
are being added to the wall, specifically, an icon of
St. Cecelia, patron saint of liturgical musicians, in
honor of long-time choir member Lorraine Curry,
who recently passed away, and an icon of St. Augustine; organ pipes, which are currently stored in
the space behind the choir loft, will be repainted
and mounted on the back wall as decoration; the
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pews in the loft will be refinished and will get new
cushions; and the entire area is in general being
cleaned up to look more spiffy.
I think that in addition to adding dignity to
the choir loft itself and to the ministry of the
choir, these efforts enhance our entire worship
space. The best part is that, because of the generosity of Peter Tapanis, long-time parishioner and
former recipient of the St. Agnes Medal of Service, and who is so well-known in the parish, this
is costing the parish virtually nothing! The minimal expense involved is well within our budget for
ordinary maintenance and repairs. The icons have
been or are in the process of being memorialized
(contact Chris Ferraro if you are interested in donating). Sometime soon I’ll be happy to bless the
new icons and the new space for the choir, and to
affirm the choir members in the tremendous gift
they offer to the parish through their ministry.
Take a closer look at the choir loft the next time
you are walking toward the back of the church.
Hmmm…that ceiling in the choir loft looks
so good…I’m starting to get ideas about the sprucin’ up the entire ceiling throughout the whole
church…stay tuned…more details may develop!
Thank you for goodies and other little gifts!
Allow me to take this opportunity to say
thank you to everyone who sent wonderful gifts of
baked goods, fruit, and other gifts to me, Fr. John,
Fr. Fidelis and Msgr. Hamilton. It’s difficult to
individually thank everyone who sent a little
something, but we want you to know how much
we appreciate your thinking of us and remembering us in this way. Know that you are always remembered in our prayers and Masses!
Now I just have to wait for the person who
will send me the gift of a new wardrobe, because I
have grown out of all my clothes due to all the
baked goodies you sent!!!
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God,
January 1—A Holy Day of Obligation
The celebration of Christmas Time continues
with the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of
God this Friday, January 1. It is a Holy Day of
Obligation, so we will see you all back at Mass
either on Thursday night or on Friday; see the
schedule of Masses elsewhere.
One of the most outstanding characteristics
of Mary is her willingness to know and do God’s

will. While we would like to follow her example,
we often find it difficult to do so, don’t we? Do we
have a clue that could help us imitate Mary more
perfectly? The Gospel for the Mass of this Solemnity gives us a clue: “And Mary kept all these
things, reflecting on them in her heart.” She reflected on events that had happened and that were
happening. In other words, she meditated! How
often in our busy life do we overlook the need to
stop, reflect, meditate, ponder, and even, at times,
just wonder at what God has done and is doing?
Since this Solemnity occurs on January 1, maybe
it gives us an inkling into a great New Year’s resolution we should all make: to be a little more quiet, to meditate a little more, and to try to keep a
sense of wonder about what God has done, is doing, and will always do in our life.
A new year!
Speaking of the New Year, allow me, in the
name of the entire Pastoral Staff, to wish you and
your family a very blessed and happy New Year,
with the prayer that many graces will come your
way in 2016. Keeping in mind that Pope Frances
has called for an Extraordinary Jubilee Year of
Mercy, we should all strive to make 2016 a year of
true mercy, forgiveness, reconciliation and peace.
New Year’s is also sort of a natural time to
look back on the year past, and to ponder the year
coming up. On a personal note, as I do so, I continue to be overwhelmed with a sense of grace and
gratitude for the privilege of being able to serve
you as Pastor. Over and over again in the past
year I saw occasion after occasion where I marveled at parishioners’ goodness and generosity
and was humbled by your faith and your devotion
to God. I thank you for helping me to continue to
enjoy the deep, deep richness of ordained priesthood. Please keep me in your prayers in the year
ahead.
In conclusion…
Together, let’s aim high in Christ. Together,
let’s bring out the best in each other. Together,
let’s be the best we can be in Christ.
And let’s always remember: LOVE IS A
GIFT.
Sincerely,
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NEW MASS SCHEDULE BEGINS
New Sunday Mass Schedule
Effective Next Weekend
January 2-3, 2016

Saturday: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m.,

10:00 a.m.,
12:00 Noon,
and 5:00 p.m.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Living the Christian Life:
INTRODUCTION TO MORALITY
Here we’ll look into the Church’s teaching
on major moral issues,
the history of morality, how we make decisions
as Catholics and more!

Instructor: April Kleinlaut
Coordinator of Faith Formation

5 Thursday Evenings —
January 14, 21, 28, Feb. 4 & 11
Time: 7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. Place: Room 18
To register, contact the Parish Office at 631.226.7725, e-mail to jsureau@oloph.org or return the form below.

Yes, please, Sign me up!

Living the Christian Life: INTRODUCTION TO MORALITY
Name____________________________________________
Phone #__________________________________________
E-mail________________________________@__________
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP
SPECIAL CARDS FOR
THE EPIPHANY BLESSING
OF YOUR HOME
It is traditional for families to bless their
home on the Solemnity of the Epiphany, which
takes place next Sunday, January 3, 2016. In next
week’s bulletin we will have special information
about blessing your home on Epiphany. We will
also have available special cards which may be
used in the blessing and placed above your doorway, to remain there for the entire upcoming
year. Please look for these special cards available
throughout the church next weekend.

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
Vigil of Solemnity
Thursday, December 31, 2016
5:00 p.m.
Friday, January 1, 2016
10:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.
The 6:30 a.m. Mass
will not be celebrated on January 1st.

Next Weekend, January 2nd & 3rd, 2016
SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
The Announcement of Easter and
the Moveable Feasts

Next weekend on the Feast of the Epiphany,
after the proclamation of the Gospel at Mass, our
cantors will chant The Announcement of the Date of
Easter and the Moveable Feasts. This ancient practice
stems from a time, before we had printed calendars,
when it was necessary at the beginning of the year to
let people know when Easter was going to take place.
The date of Easter (the Sunday after the first full
moon after the first day of the Spring Equinox) also
dictates the dates of the other moveable feasts (Ash
Wednesday, the Ascension, Pentecost, the Solemnity
of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ and the
first Sunday of Advent).
In this digital era when the dates are easily
available on our iPads, phones and every other electronic device imaginable, it may seem unnecessary to
make a big fuss about this chanted announcement. However, aside from the practical function of
informing us of important dates, it points us to the
deeper theological significance of Easter. There are
many signs and symbols of the Christmas season that
allude to the Paschal Mystery, Christ’s dying and rising, from direct references in Christmas carols to the
Magi’s gift of myrrh given to Christ as a foreshadow-

ing of the anointing he would receive by the faithful
women after his death. Martin Luther once went as
far as calling the wood of the cradle the wood of the
cross. Even the joy of the Incarnation points to
Christ’s death and resurrection, the most central belief of our Christian faith. Even more than an announcement of dates, it is a clear expression of the
importance of the Paschal Mystery and in the rhythm
of our lives. As you listen to these dates being chanted next weekend, consider how important the mystery of Christ’s dying and rising is, or should be, in
your life.
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MUSIC NOTES
Have you unpacked all your gifts?
Perhaps God is calling you this Christmas season to become a part of the music ministry
at OLPH. If so, read below to see which ensemble might suit your gifts. Perhaps one of
your spiritual gifts has not yet been opened. Pray about it and then give a call.

Adult Choir
The Adult Choir sings at the
12:00 p.m. Mass most Sundays
(September to June) and for
other special liturgies during
the year. Rehearsals are on
Thursdays from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. in the church. Members
are high school aged or older.
Reading music is not a requirement, just a desire to praise
God in song and the ability to
carry a tune. Please call in advance if you are interested in
joining or would like more information.
Contact:
Chris Ferraro
(631) 226-7725, ext. 210
cferraro@oloph.org

Youth Choir

The Youth Choir sings at the
10:00 a.m. Mass three times a
month (September to June) and
at other special liturgies during
the year. Rehearsals are held
on Thursday afternoons from
4:30 to 5:30 pm in the school
building. Members are in
grades 3 through 12.
Contact:
Amy Keller
mrs.amykeller@yahoo.com

Youth Band!

Members of the Youth Band
lead the music at the Sunday
night 5:00 p.m. Mass twice a
month. Rehearsals are on
Thursday evenings. The band
needs young musicians: piano,
flute, cello preferred. Try-outs
are required.
Contact:
Dan Volpe
(917) 468-9584
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FRIENDS OF MUSIC
“The musical tradition of the universal Church is a treasure of inestimable value,
greater even than that of any other art.”
- The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy #112

The Friends of Music is an initiative to help support the music ministry here at Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church. With the generosity of our Friends, we are able to continue to offer beautiful music for our liturgies, concerts and special programs throughout the year. As we approach the end of the year, we especially thank all of our 2015 Friends of Music at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church for their generosity.

St. Cecilia ($200 and above)
 Anonymous
 Joan Baffa, In memory of Tony and Ann Baffa
 Douglas and Carol Bertolino, In memory of Cecelia
Bankovich
 Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco, In memory of Marcy & Bill
DeGrocco
 Christopher and Cathy Ferraro
 Msgr. Daniel S. Hamilton
 Ann Marie Jacobs, In memory of Clifford F. Eiring, Sr.
 Sheila Lanza
 Ann S. Messina
 Peter and Grace Tapanis
 Jim and Jackie Totino, In honor of Marianna Femia
“Grandma”
St. Gregory the Great ($100 to $199)
 Anonymous
 Mary Ellen and David Barrett, In memory of Ryan
Barrett
 Lucyne and Bob Flesher, In memory of Jerry Zduczyk
 Joan Hosey, In memory of Philip Hosey
 James Kendall
 Mary V. Savino, In loving memory of Michael P.
Savino
 Antoinette Walsh, In honor of Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
 Antoinette Walsh, In thanksgiving to the Blessed Mother
 Elzbieta Zdunczyk, In memory of Evelina, Jozefa and
Stanislaw Kuligowski

St. Augustine ($50 to $99)
 Anonymous
 Ginny and Ed Beyrer
 Ottmar and Theresia Keller
 Diane Moskover
 Kevin and Renata Rattigan, In memory of Josephine
Zagalak
 Janine Soroka, In memory of John Soroka and
Anthony and Maria Jankowsky
 Alvin Wickenheiser, In honor of Stephina Wickenheiser, Margaret Wickenheiser, Joseph P. Wickenheiser
St. Ambrose ($25 to $49)
 Mr. and Mrs. Corazon F. Andres, In memory of
Isaias Bareng
 Patricia M. Dow, In memory of Robert Francesco
 Chick and Barbara Ferraro
 Martin Gibbs, In honor of Valerie Singh
 Mr. and Mrs. Richard Haas, In memory of Doris
Nimz
 Rose Mourdoukoutas, In honor of Valerie Singh
 The Volpe Family, In memory of Ryan Barrett
 Mr. and Mrs. George Walters
Cherubim (up to $24)
 Martin Gibbs
 Angela Zoccoli
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YEAR OF MERCY
EXTRAORDINARY JUBILEE OF MERCY
The Jubilee of Mercy began on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. This
Jubilee of Mercy is an opportunity for the Church and its members—each one of
us—to rediscover God’s gift of mercy so we may become “missionaries of mercy.”
Pope Francis called for this Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy in April with the publication of the Papal Bull Misericordiae Vultus. Throughout the year ahead, we will
publish excerpts of this document as well as other resources about this special time
of mercy. We continue with the sixth paragraph of the document in this week’s edition of the bulletin.

6. “It is proper to God to exercise mercy, and he manifests his omnipotence particularly in this way.” Saint Thomas Aquinas’ words show that God’s mercy, rather than a sign of weakness, is the mark of his omnipotence. For this reason the liturgy, in one of its
most ancient collects, has us pray: “O God, who reveal your power above all in your mercy and forgiveness …”Throughout the history of humanity, God will always be the One who is present, close,
provident, holy, and merciful.
“Patient and merciful.” These words often go together in the Old Testament to describe God’s nature.
His being merciful is concretely demonstrated in his many actions throughout the history of salvation
where his goodness prevails over punishment and destruction. In a special way the Psalms bring to the
fore the grandeur of his merciful action: “He forgives all your iniquity, he heals all your diseases, he redeems your life from the pit, he crowns you with steadfast love and mercy” (Ps 103:3-4). Another psalm,
in an even more explicit way, attests to the concrete signs of his mercy: “He executes justice for the oppressed; he gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the
blind. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. The Lord watches
over the sojourners, he upholds the widow and the fatherless; but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin” (Ps 146:7-9). Here are some other expressions of the Psalmist: “He heals the brokenhearted, and
binds up their wounds… The Lord lifts up the downtrodden, he casts the wicked to the
ground” (Ps 147:3, 6). In short, the mercy of God is not an abstract idea, but a concrete reality with
which he reveals his love as of that of a father or a mother, moved to the very depths out of love for their
child. It is hardly an exaggeration to say that this is a “visceral” love. It gushes forth from the depths
naturally, full of tenderness and compassion, indulgence and mercy.
You can read the entire document by going to the new OLPH website or by visiting the Jubilee of Mercy website at
www.im.va.

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help

The Monday night Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help has been a longstanding OLPH
tradition. Each Monday, parishioners pray to seek the help and assistance of the Lord for
healing, family, children and the needs of the world, seeking the intercession of the Blessed
Mother. Following the Novena prayers, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place.
The evening concludes with veneration of a relic of St. Catherine Laboure. Take some time
each Monday to join in the OLPH Novena.

Monday, December 28—7:00 p.m.
Monday, January 4 —7:00 p.m.
Monday, January 11 —7:00 p.m.
Monday, January 18 —Cancelled due to national holiday
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP
Evening Prayer
All are invited to pray Evening Prayer on Saturdays and
Sundays after the 5:00 p.m.
Mass. Here we pray the
psalms, listen to the Word of
God and give thanks to God
for the blessings of the day.
Evening Prayer is usually
about ten to fifteen minutes
in length.

So come and pray…

Saturdays
and Sundays
After the 5:00 p.m. Mass
“The Liturgy of the Hours is intended to become the
prayer of the whole People of God. In it Christ himself
‘continues his priestly work through his
Church….Pastors of souls should see to it that the principal hours, especially Vespers (Evening Prayer) are celebrated in common in church on Sundays and on the
more solemn feasts.’”
-Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1175

IF YOU SIT IN ONE OF THE
MAIN CENTER SECTIONS…
If you sit in one of the main center sections of the church, we ask the following favor
when you come forward to receive Holy
Communion: we ask that you be sure to use
the main center aisle to come forward for
Holy Communion, not the side aisle, even if
you are sitting near one of the side aisles, and
even if you are towards the back. This is important in helping us to maintain an orderly
and reverent flow to the Communion Procession. Thank you for your cooperation and assistance.

HOLY HOUR FOR PEACE
In response to Bishop Murphy’s call for parishes to
urgently pray for peace because of all the unrest in
the world, please join us for a special Holy Hour devoted to praying for world peace within our own
country and throughout the world. This Holy Hour
for Peace, with prayers focusing on the intention of
peace, will be held on the second, third and fourth
Sunday evenings of the month from 7:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. The Holy Hour of Reparation which has
been held on the first Sunday of the month will continue every first Sunday evening as usual, with the
prayers that are usually said for that first Sunday
Holy Hour.

Prayer for Peace
Following Bishop Murphy’s request, we are asked to
pray this prayer privately, and we are encouraged to
use this prayer as a part of all meetings and gatherings
held here at OLPH.
Lord Jesus Christ,
who are called the Prince of Peace,
Who are yourself our peace
and our reconciliation,
Who so often said ‘Peace to you’,
Grant us peace!
Make all men and women witnesses of truth, justice
and brotherly love.
Banish from their hearts
whatever might endanger peace.
Enlighten our rulers that they may guarantee and
defend the great gift of peace.
May all peoples of the earth
become as brothers and sisters.
May longed-for peace blossom forth and reign
always over us all. AMEN
Mary, Queen of Peace, Pray for us!
(Pope Saint John XXIII)
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OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION
Located in the school building
Phone # 631.226.7725 x. 253
Email: religioused@oloph.org
Coordinator: Mrs. April Kleinlaut
(akleinlaut@oloph.org)

Wishing your family the
warmth and blessings of
the season. May the joy of
Christ fill your hearts now
and
throughout the year!

Upcoming Dates:
Level 2:
First Penance Rehearsal and Service
Group A (Session I): Penance rehearsal on Monday,
1/4 at 4:30 p.m.
First Penance on Saturday, 1/9 at 11:00 a.m.
Group B (Sessions II & III): rehearsal Monday, 1/11 at
4:30 p.m. and First Penance on
Saturday, 11/16 at 11:00 a.m.
Level 6:
There will be a parent meeting on January 13th.
The topic will be chastity.
ALL level 6 parents must attend this meeting
at 5:30 p.m. in the Auditorium
Level 8:
There will be NO CLASS on January 18th due to the
Martin Luther King, Jr holiday.
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OFFICE
NEW
OFFICEHOURS:
HOURS:
MONDAY:
11AM
7PMp.m.
MONDAY:
11:00
a.m.TO
to 7:00
TUESDAY:
9:00 9AM
a.m. to
p.m.
TUESDAY:
TO2:00
2PM
WEDNESDAY:
2:00 p.m.
toTO
8:008PM
p.m.
WEDNESDAY:
2PM
THURSDAY:
9:00
a.m.
to
3:00
p.m.
THURSDAY: 9AM TO 3PM
SATURDAY:
8:00 a.m.
1:00
p.m.
SATURDAY:
8AMtoTO
1PM

“Glory to God in the
highest, and on
Earth peace to
people of good will!”
Luke 2:14

Christmas Spirit at Religious Education!
Check out some photos as we got ready for the birth of Christ!

To see more photos and to keep up on other ministries check out the Religious Ed website and
the OLPH Facebook page.
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY
















Blue Door Thrift Boutique: Tricia Buckley—631.567.5790—thebluedoor@oloph.org
Catholics for the Freedom of Religion: Marie Foster—631.592.1509—cffr@oloph.org
Community Meal: Gigi Gracey—631.943.0095—gigigracey1962@gmail.com—Deborah McDonald -516.662.2529—Dnk875@aol.com
Driving Ministry: Maureen Russo—631.226.4182
Golden Age Society: Dolores Barone—631.957.3432
Homeless Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com
Hospital Visitors: Peter O’Neill—631-226-6340—oneillp@optonline.net
Middle Ages: Gail Tonnessen—631.957.1449—gtonness@optonline.net
Nursing Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com
Respect Life Committee: Louise Perrotta—631.412.3831—louiseperrotta@optonline.net
St. Bernard League: Kristine Doyle—631.804.3466—Kristine Kelly—631-412-5629—stbernardleague@oloph.org
St. Vincent de Paul Society: Deborah Deasy—631.226.7725, x. 234
Senior Moments/Spirituality: Fran Grasso—631.956.3003—sixfingers13@gmail.com
Special Needs Ministry: Caroline Grogan— (631)225-7688—straightclaw@optonline.net
Widows/Widowers: Rita Gardell— 631.252.5494

NEW Food Pantry List!

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Located in the “New” School Building
MAC & CHEESE
CANNED FRUIT
Use Parking Lot located on corner of
CAKE MIX
Gates & High Streets
PIE CRUST
CORN MUFFIN MIX
HOT CHOCOLATE
The office is open:
COFFEE
PUDDING
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
PEANUT BUTTER
9:00 a.m.—12 Noon
PAPER TOWELS
Saturday 1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m.
Thank you for your continued generosity.
Today is the feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and
Cut out this list and bring it with you Joseph, and so we can celebrate that we all belong to the holy
when you go shopping!
family of God which makes us brothers and sisters to each other.

631.226.7725 x. 234

At Christmas this year, through your gifts, the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul was able to bring the joy and hope to our
“brothers and sisters” who are poor by assisting many families, providing food, gifts, and helping with utility and rent
bills. Thank you!

Hours of Operation:
Monday: 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
Thursday: Closed
Friday: 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
Saturday: 1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m.
The entrance to the Thrift Boutique is on the
south side of the parish campus, next to the
St. Vincent de Paul bins. Park using the
Gates Street/High Street Parking Lot.

The Blue Door Thrift Boutique is our parish’s latest effort to
serve the poor and vulnerable in our parish community—and a
great way to get a deal for our parishioners! In little over a
month, we have ministered to many who are supported by our
Homeless Ministry and Society of St. Vincent de Paul.
Take note of our hours and visit the Blue Door. It is a wonderful
place that has many wonderful items—from clothing to cook
ware, from religious items to rare finds—you might find helpful.
Meet the wonderful offerers who make it such a place of welcome. When you shop at The Blue Door, you not only get a
great deal but help support our parish’s ongoing work and ministry.
Want to get involved in the Blue Door?
E-mail to thebluedoor@oloph.org for more information!
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY
HOMELESS MINISTRY
FOOD PREPARERS
We are always in need of individuals, families and
groups to prepare a light meal and/or soup for our
weekly runs. Can you help us? Contact Regina
Muir at 631.226.2709 or e-mail to
rmuir11@aol.com. You assist when you can—
usually once every other month!
DONATIONS
As we are moving into the winter months, we are
in need of the following:

washcloths

briefs - Small, Medium and Large

undershirts - Small, Large and Extra-Large

blankets

sweat pants
If it is easier, we can always use Kmart gift cards (and
the like) or financial donations, and we'll do the shopping. Donations can be dropped off at the Parish Office
from 9:00 a.m.—9:00 p.m. daily and 9:00 a.m.—3:00
p.m. on the weekends.

The OLPH Conference of
the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul Memorial Cards
are now available. The Memorial Cards are a wonderful way to honor the dearly
departed while benefitting
the less fortunate in our community. A beautiful “Living Memorial” Card will be sent acknowledging your donation to the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul.
Donation forms are available on the pew ledges, in the SVDP Food Pantry (9:00 a.m. –
12:00 noon Monday, Wednesday & Friday) or
at the Rectory.
For further information, please contact Janet
Hume at the SVDP Office at 631-226-7725 X
234.

With Gratitude
The members of the Homeless Outreach Ministry
would like to thank all of the parishioners who have
supported us during our first year. Whether you came
out on a run with us, provided food, supplies or offered financial support, we are extremely grateful.
Without that support we could not minister to those in
need. We ask that you remember us, and most importantly the homeless, in your prayers.

MIDDLE AGES
Are you in your late 40s, 50s, or early 60s?
Are you looking to meet others your age for times of
spirituality, socializing and social action?
Our next meeting: Wednesday, January 6 at 7:00 p.m.
in Room 10 in the Old School basement.
For information call Gail Tonnessen at 631-957-1449
or email her at gtonness@optonline.net

SENIOR MOMENTS
GIVE YOURSELF A CHALLENGE

MARCH FOR LIFE
Friday, January 22
Our parish is attending the Annual March for Life
on Friday, January 22, 2016. We will gather at
OLPH at 5:00 A.M. for Mass in the Church and
depart immediately after.

The Senior Moments Ministry is a committed spiritual
family who meet once a month on the
2nd Tuesday of the month.

To RSVP to this event, contact Kathy Feldman
of our Respect Life Committee at
631.225.9864.

Our next meeting will be on
Tuesday, January 12 at 9:00 a.m.

A Free Will Offering of $20.00 is requested to
assist with the cost of the bus.
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY

Saint Bernard League
We need Saint Bernards!
Can you and/or your family shovel, snow blow or clear out another family or two in
need within our parish community? A number of our “St. Bernard’s” from last year
have moved on to college and we are in need of some new hands and hearts (and shovels!)
At this time, we are in need of St. Bernard’s for the following areas:
We have families in need on the following streets (with area of house #).
S. 13th (200s and 300s)
S. 8th St. (300s)
N. Wellwood Ave. (800s)
Pecan St. (500s)

S. 3rd (400s)
S. 4th St. (700s)
S. 5th St. (300s)
Dominick Ct. (teens)

30 Bedell Pl.
290 Walnut St
237 Houston St.
400’s Leonard Ct.

We have already assigned close to 50 families…..so we would like to get the ones above assigned ASAP!
If you can help, please e-mail to stbernardleague@oloph.org.We’d love to have all families matched up
before the first snow of the season.
If you can help with this, call the Parish Office at 631.226.7725 and leave a message or e-mail to stbernardleague@oloph.org. This is a great way to help those in need (do some tremendous community service!)

COMMUNIT Y MEAL
MINISTRY

Special Needs Ministry

In April, OLPH started a Community Meal Ministry. Each month, we host meals for those in need
in our community. Each month, approximately
50 guests and over 25 members of the parish offer
their time and talent to make the afternoon a wonderful time for food, fellowship and a welcome
break from the cold weather.

This vital ministry offers experiences for those
with special needs and their families, including
special Masses, various activities and opportunities to come together as a parish community.

Are you or your family or group of friends or a
ministry you are part of interested in preparing
part of our next community meal? If so, contact
Gigi Gracey at 631-443-0095 or at gigigracey1962@gmail.com.
Are you interested in helping at the next Community Meal? Contact Debbie McDonald at 516662-2529 or e-mail to dnk875@aol.com.
Check out the pictures on page 23 of our most recent Community Meal for Christmas!

Mass for People with
Special Needs

Saturday,
January 2, 2016
4:00 p.m.
Auditorium

All Are Welcome!

December 27, 2015

Page 15

CHRISTIAN INITIATION
NEW CATHOLICS WANTED and NEEDED!
What about you?

Do you want to be baptized?
Do you want to become a member of
the Catholic Church?

What are you waiting for?
We offer a beautiful and life-giving process to join the Catholic Church and would love for you to
be a part of it! You will join with other women and men interested in becoming part of the Catholic
faith. Together, led by members of our parish community, you will discover God’s call for you!
If you or someone you know is not baptized or were baptized in another Christian faith, please contact
Fr. John Sureau at 631.226.7725, x. 203 or e-mail to jsureau@oloph.org to find out more about the process.

THE JOURNEY CONTINUES!
Please continue to pray for those who are preparing for the Sacraments of Initiation and for reception
into the Catholic Church.

Noel Andrade, Leo Ruiz and Sophia Ruiz, are our parish's catechumens. They are preparing to receive
the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil.
Sandra Best, Jason Kalt, Lisa Sheets and Jamie Wittke are our parish’s candidates. They are seeking
reception into the Catholic Church from other Christian faiths.
Each Sunday, they gather at Mass and are sent forth to break open God’s Word and reflect upon the
teachings of the Catholic Church.

CELEBRATING CONFIRMATION
Are you interested in receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation?
If you are a baptized Catholic, but have not been fully initiated, we offer a
process for those who desire to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.
For adults who desire more information, contact Robert Becker at 631-226-6175 or
e-mail to rabecker@optimum.net.
For teenagers and their families who desire more information, contact the Faith Formation Office at
631.226.7725, x.251 or e-mail to religioused@oloph.org.
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EL MINISTERIO HISPANO
El grupo de oración “Jesús es el camino la verdad y la vida”. Te invita a alabar y glorificar a DIOS todos los jueves
a las 7:00 p.m. en la cafetería. Comenzando con el Santo Rosario. Únete a nosotros en oración, Alabanzas y reflexión de la palabra de DIOS.
Todos los martes llevamos el Santo Rosario a los hogares para orar en familia. Lleva la bendición a tu casa. Interesados favor llamar a Virginia Constantino al (631) 957-1149.
El sacramento del bautizo. Las ceremonias bautismales se llevan a cabo cada segundo y cuarto domingo del mes.
Los padres que necesiten bautizar a sus hijos deben atender alas sección de charlas, estas charlas son cada primer y
tercer lunes del mes.
Para más información sobre los sacramentos del bautizo matrimonio y servicio pastorales. Unción de los enfermos
y la Eucaristía, Contacto Padre Juan Sureau - 631.226-7725 x. 224 o email: jsureau@oloph.org o en español, Irma
González 631-620-2401 o correo electrónico: lanegra628@yahoo.com.

Lecturas del domingo 3 de Enero de 2015
Primera Lectura del libro de Isaías (60,1-6): El mundo que estaba en tinieblas ha recibido una gran luz.
Segunda Lectura de la carta del apóstol san Pablo a los Efesios (3,2-3a.5-6): La misericordia de Dios fue revelada como nunca antes atreves del Espíritu santo a los Santos Apóstoles para que los gentiles fuéramos coherederos y parte de la promesa
Lectura del santo evangelio según san Mateo (2,1-12): Jesús nació El dios que salva ya está entre nosotros.
Sigue la estrella misterio de la Navidad es tan grande y tan profundo, que no basta un día para entrar a fondo en
él y descubrir todas sus dimensiones. A la noche y el día de Navidad, en que contemplamos la luz del niño Dios
nacido en Belén, le siguen otras fiestas que van completando un cuadro armonioso. La fiesta de la Sagrada Familia
nos habla de un contexto de relaciones humanas, del que la verdadera humanidad de Jesús tenía necesidad para
desarrollarse y crecer. Las fiestas de San Esteban y de los santos inocentes, para evitar un exceso de sentimentalismo, nos recuerdan que Jesús nace en un mundo violento e injusto y que Él mismo y otros por su causa habrán de
sufrir las consecuencias de esa situación “no ideal” del mundo en la que tiene lugar la encarnación.
El misterio se va completando con esta fiesta de la Epifanía o Manifestación de Cristo a los gentiles, nuestra popular fiesta de los Reyes Magos. Es una fiesta que enlaza directamente con la del domingo siguiente: el Bautismo del
Señor, otro momento de manifestación, pues es el momento del comienzo del ministerio público de Cristo; y con
la Bodas de Caná, que Juan presenta como el comienzo de los “signos” que Jesús realiza para anunciar que Dios
está ya cumpliendo sus promesas. De hecho, la liturgia oriental reúne en una sola fiesta (aquí en Rusia es el día 7
de enero) la Navidad, y la Epifanía. Los
magos confiesan y testimonian con sus regalos. Nosotros deberíamos tratar de regalar al mundo el testimonio de nuestra fe,
sin miedo y sin vergüenza, dando razón de
nuestra esperanza (cf. 1 P 3, 15). Es el mejor regalo que le podemos hacer, pues el
mundo necesita a este niño que ha nacido
en Belén. Regalar la luz que hemos visto en
medio de la noche y que hemos recibido
con nuestra fe. Sí, ese es el mejor regalo
que podemos y debemos hacer en este
mundo no ideal en el que Jesús ha nacido
para todos: ser nosotros mismos estrellas
que indican el camino que lleva a Belén a
todos aquellos que buscan a Dios, y que,
incluso sin saberlo, necesitan a Cristo.
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SERVING AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS AND CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Phone: (631) 226-7725 Parish Fax: (631) 225-9597
Directory of Phone Extensions

Name

Ext

Email

Deacon Tom Bast, Business Manager

204

tbast@oloph.org

Carmel Becker, Bulletin

246

cbecker@oloph.org

Patti Chavis, Parish Secretary

212

pchavis@oloph.org

Linda Coppola, Business Office Assistant

214

lcoppola@oloph.org

Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco, Pastor

206

msgrjoe@oloph.org

Fr. Fidelis Ezeani, Associate Pastor

226

fadaprince4christ@yahoo.com

Faith Formation Office

253

religioused@oloph.org

Christopher Ferraro, Director of Music

210

cferraro@oloph.org

April Kleinlaut, Coordinator of Faith Formation

257

acarbaugh@oloph.org

Rectory Reception Desk

200

St. Vincent de Paul

234

stvincentdepaul@oloph.org

Fr. John Sureau, Associate Pastor

203

jsureau@oloph.org

Josephine Vagelatos,
Administrative Assistant to the Pastor

206

jvagelatos@oloph.org

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Baptism ceremonies are held on the second and fourth Sundays of the
month. Parents wishing to have a child baptized must attend a baptism preparation session before the baptism; these sessions are held on the first and
third Thursdays of the month excluding holidays. Contact the Parish Office
to begin the process of having your child baptized.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as well as those in danger of
death, should receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please call
the Parish Office and ask for one of our priests.
CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have been baptized in another Christian faith and wish to become Catholic, or who have been baptized Catholic
and wish to be confirmed and receive Holy Communion, are invited to join
the process of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Please contact Fr.
John at the Parish Office to begin the process.
Adults who have been baptized Catholic and who have received Holy Communion but who still need the Sacrament of Confirmation should enroll in
our Adult Confirmation Classes. Please contact Fr. John at the Parish Office.
THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Please contact the Parish Office at least SIX MONTHS before the desired
date of your wedding.

YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL
Jean Bjork
Tricia Buckley (Chair)
Lori Byron
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Marie Foster
Greg Guido
Sonia Hansen
John Keller
Kevin Sabella, Jr.
Kevin Sabella, Sr.
Christina Taparata
James Totino
Pete Triolo
Please feel free to speak to any
member of the Pastoral Council
with any questions you might have.
YOUR PARISH TRUSTEES
Gerry Chille
John Reynolds
YOUR PARISH
FINANCE COMMITTEE
David Barrett
Deacon Tom Bast
Gerry Chille (Chair)
Ed Cirella
Meg Danaher, CFP®, CLU®
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Bob Meade
John Reynolds
Please feel free to speak to any
member of the Finance Committee
with any questions you might have.
YOUR PARISH
LITURGY COMMITTEE
Robert Becker
Lynn Bergin
Mark Costantino
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Chris Ferraro
Jenine Jimenez-Spina
Amy Keller
Barbara McPhail
Deacon Doug Smith
Fr. John Sureau
Mike Williams
Please feel free to speak to any
member of the Liturgy Committee
with any questions you might have.
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PRAYING FOR AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER
BANNS OF MARRIAGE

WE BELIEVE

Please pray for the following members of our parish
community preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony.

We pray for the sick of our parish…

Second Time:

Donald Lospinuso & Joan Virzera

WE REMEMBER
We remember those who have died in our parish
community this week:

Barbara Combs
Robert Finn
Reginald Celifie
“O God, who through the ending of present things open
up the beginning of things to come, grant, we pray, that
the soul of your servant may be led to you to attain the
inheritance of eternal redemption.”

MASS MEMORIALS

Teresa Smith
Patricia Grasso
Teresa Grasso
Eliza Fielding
Ron Ferrugiari
Deborah Manno
Rosemary DeMartino
Perry Iannacone
Donato Panessa
Carol Gilroy
Joan Cox
Catherine Tamburino
CarolAnn Alma
Julia Fredereck
Bernadette Sinnott
Rosalie Grottola
Mario Lotito
Salvatore Rizzolo

Tony Gallo
Paul Beyer & Family
Patricia Ann Colier
Vanessa Faith Probst
Rocco
John Gusmano
Glenn Cording
Jeanne Calise
Eileen Garbe
Judith Walsh
Jennie Ocasio
Teresa Smith
Mary Pellegrino
Kaylin Zimms
James Dunn
Jordan Manning
Maureen Nalewajk

A beautiful way to remember a loved one!

Memorials used during the Masses for
week of December 27-January 2:
Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Odran Fitzpatrick
Requested by
Lynn Corrigan and Family

If a family member or close friend is ill, please let
us know so our community can pray for them. To
have your name or the name of a loved one listed
in our parish bulletin, please call the Parish Office
at 631-226-7725 x. 200. Names remain in the
bulletin for three weeks.

Please contact the Parish Office at 631.226.7725 for
other options for memorials.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
& ANOINTING OF THE SICK

REMINDER REGARDING
THE COMMUNION FAST

Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as well
as those in danger of death, should receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please call the
Parish Office and ask for one of our priests.

Please remember that we are supposed to
observe a Communion Fast before receiving Holy
Communion. This means we do not eat any foods
or drink any liquids for one hour before receiving
Holy Communion, the only exception being water or medicine. This also means that we are not
to chew gum during Mass, and certainly not
while we are coming forward to receive Holy
Communion. Let’s be sure we are appropriately
prepared to receive Holy Communion by observing this important rule of the Church.

If you or a family member are ill and wish to receive
Holy Communion, please contact the parish office.
One of our parish priests will come visit you and an
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Community will then
visit each week.
We pray for the sick and the homebound of our parish at each and every Mass.
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK
MONDAY, December 28
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
Victoria Trachte
6:30
12:15 Veronica Kieffer
Devotions
7:00
TUESDAY, December 29
Fifth Day within the Octave of
the Nativity of the Lord
6:30
Jean Szabo
12:15
Walter Borowicz
WEDNESDAY, December 30
Sixth Day within the Octave of
the Nativity of the Lord
6:30
Sherman & Angela Glass
12:15
Frank Stancati
12:45
Exposition
THURSDAY, December 31
Seventh Day within the Octave of
the Nativity of the Lord
(Saint Sylvester I, Pope)
6:30
Ida Campagne
12:15
Joseph Reilly
THURSDAY, December 31
Vigil for the
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
5:00
Edith Dunn

MEETINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday, December 28, 2015
9:00 a.m.

St. Vincent de Paul

Room 24

7:00 p.m.

Devotions

Church

7:30 p.m.

Spanish Prayer Board Meeting

Room 10

Tuesday, December 29, 2015
2–6:00p.m.

Church Closed for Cleaning

Church

4:00 p.m.

CYO Cheerleading

Auditorium

7:45 p.m.

Community of Praise

Room 16

8:00 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous

Cafeteria

Wednesday, December 30, 2015
9:00 a.m.

St. Vincent de Paul

Room 24

12:45 p.m.

Exposition

Church

2:30 p.m.

Legion of Mary

Room 24

7:00 p.m.

Homeless Van Ministry

Room 13

7:30 p.m.

Boy Scouts

Cafeteria

Thursday, December 31, 2015
ALL OFFICES CLOSED
AND ACTIVITIES CANCELLED FOR
SOLEMNITY OF MARY,
THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
NEW YEAR’S EVE
(RECTORY CLOSES AT 3:00 p.m.)

FRIDAY, January 1
The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
10:00
12:15

No 6:30 Mass
Anthony Gerrato
For the People of the Parish
No Confessions to follow Mass

Friday, January 1, 2015
ALL OFFICES CLOSED
AND ACTIVITIES CANCELLED FOR

SOLEMNITY OF MARY,
THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
NEW YEAR’S DAY

SATURDAY, January 2—
Saints Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen,
Bishops & Doctors of the Church
8:00
4:00 –
4:45

Theodore David Moore
Confessions

Vigil for
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

4:00
5:00
8:00

Special Needs Mass (Auditorium)
For the People of the Parish
Exposition

Sunday, January 3—
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

8:00

Tommoso Ferazzoli

10:00

Thanksgiving to the Blessed Mother

12:00

Gladys Hirten

(RECTORY CLOSED)

Saturday, January 2, 2015
8:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

No Level 1- 5 Classes
Evening Prayer

School
Church

8:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Exposition

Cafeteria
Church

Sunday, January 3, 2015
1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

CYO Basketball
Community Meal
Junior Legion of Mary
Evening Prayer

Auditorium
Cafeteria
Room 24
Church

7:00 p.m.

Prayers for Peace

Church

8:00 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous

Cafeteria
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WEEKLY OFFERING UPDATE
December 19/20, 2015
Collection totals will be reported in
a future bulletin due to earlier deadline for
this edition of the bulletin

SUPER 72
RAFFLE
Congratulations to our

December winners
$1000
$250
$100
$100
$100
$100

Special Collection to Defray
the Cost of the New Boilers
All parishioners are reminded to kindly return
their donations in the special envelopes for the
special collection to help defray the cost of the
new boilers. These new boilers provide heat for
the church and rectory. You may wish to consider
taking some extra envelopes to share with your
children or other family members who were parishioners of OLPH at one time and who may
wish to help this parish which they still carry close
in their heart. Thank you for your generosity in
helping us defray this extraordinary expense of
$415,000.

- Raymond & Debra Barnes

- Evelyn & Mariano Petralia
- Frank Pirolo
- Joe Archbold
- Joan Mangieri
- Kathleen Grassa

In observance of January 1,
2015, the Solemnity of Mary,
the Holy Mother of God, and
New Year’s Day, the Rectory
and all parish offices will
close as of 3:00 p.m. on
Thursday, December 31 and
will reopen again on Saturday, January 2 at 9:00 a.m.
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Preparing for January 3, 2015

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come,
the glory of the Lord shines upon you.

-Isaiah 60:1

Isaiah 60:1-6
Biblical writers often use "Jerusalem" and "Zion" as poetic symbols for
the entire people of God (Matthew 23:37). The light the prophet proclaims to Zion symbolizes the active presence of God in the world,
which brings deliverance and blessing: a new future for His people,
with the return of her children to the Lord, as well as the ingathering of
the Gentile nations, who themselves will walk by Israel’s light.
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Paul is the special herald of a new promise to the Gentiles: that the divine plan includes them in the same spiritual benefits promised to Israel. But this is not his only unique mission. Paul also has been given the
task of explaining to all, Jew and Gentile alike, the once-hidden divine
plan of salvation, now made visible and knowable in the person and
work of Christ.
Matthew 2:1-12
The star, symbolic of the light of truth provided by God, and which
calls out to all peoples through His creation, guided the Magi at all
times. Their knowledge of the star's significance brought them from the
east as far as Jerusalem, yet they were still unable to locate the Child
Jesus. But once they learn what God Himself had revealed about His
Messiah, once they have been fully enlightened by Scripture, in then
setting out towards Bethlehem, it seems that their guiding light shines
even more brightly for them; they now become "overjoyed at seeing the
star," and their search becomes easy and swift, with the star preceding
them and coming to rest over the place where the Child Jesus dwelt.

Readings for the Week
Take time each day to read the daily readings of the Church.
Monday, December 28, 2015:
1 John 1:5—2:2
+ Matthew 2:13-18
Tuesday, December 29, 2015:
1 John 2:3-11 + Luke 2:22-35
Wednesday, December 30, 2015:
1 John 2:12-173:1-4, 23-24
+ Luke 2:36-40
Thursday, December 31, 2015:
1 John 2:18-21
+ John 1:1-18

Friday, January 1, 2016:
Numbers 6:22-27
+ Galatians 4:4-7
+ Luke 2:16-21 1:1-18
Saturday, January 2, 2016:
1 John 2:22-28 + John 1:19-28
Sunday, January 3, 2016:
Isaiah 60:1-6
+ Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
+ Matthew 2:1-12

Gospel Reflection Questions….
After reading next Sunday’s readings and
Gospel, take some time to pray on them
before you come to Mass. Use the questions
below to aid your reflection.
1. Though darkness covered the earth,
light and glory came to Jerusalem, says
the First Reading. Are you aware of
God’s light and glory in your life?
2. Just what was this mystery that Paul
said “was made known to me by revelation”? How does God’s Grace enter in?
How does mystery brighten the world?
Is every person ever born a “coheir”?
3. As the star led the Magi to Christ,
what does Pope Francis say God gives
us to guide our pilgrimage? What does
he suggest we learn from the Magi
about being “cunning”?
“The star appearing in the sky kindled in
their minds and in their hearts a light that
moved them to seek the great Light of
Christ. Every person has two great ‘books’
which provide the signs to guide this pilgrimage. These “books,” are “the book of creation
and the book of sacred Scripture.” What is
most important, is that we be attentive, alert,
and listen to God who speaks to us, … listening to the Gospel, reading it, meditating on it
and making it our spiritual nourishment
especially enables us to encounter the living
Jesus, to experience him and his love.
The Magi used this light of ‘cunning’
when, on the way back, they decided not to
pass by the gloomy palace of Herod, but to
take another route.
The wise men teach us how not to fall
into the snares of darkness and how to defend ourselves from the shadows which seek
to envelop our life.”
From Pope Francis
Homily on the Feast of
the Epiphany, January 6, 2014
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Celebrating CHRISTMAS
It takes many hands and hearts to bring the joy and spirit of Christmas to those in need in our parish
community. Last weekend, our Confirmation candidates worked with the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
to prepare food and gifts to those we served at Christmas. The students also met with members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and learned about their ministry.

Last Sunday, our Community Meal Ministry hosted a Christmas celebration for the local community in
the school Cafeteria. Special thanks to the Community Meal Ministry, the Junior Legion of Mary,
Youth Service Corps and the Youth Choir for coming together for a wonderful afternoon. Starting in
January, the Community Meal Ministry will host two meals per month. To learn more about this ministry, see page 14.
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