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COME IN AND PRAY… 
Our church is open 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. seven 

days a week, except for Thursdays when it closes 

after the 12:15 p.m. Mass for cleaning. 

Come in and spend some time in prayer. 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday – Friday 

  6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 

Saturday Morning: 

8:00 a.m.  

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.  

Sunday Masses:   

6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m.,  
9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,  

12:30 p.m. & 5:00 p.m. 
 

  
LITURGY OF THE HOURS 

We pray Evening Prayer each Saturday and Sunday 

after the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  

We pray Daytime Prayer each Wednesday 
at 1:50 p.m. 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Monday – Friday following the 12:15 p.m. Mass. 

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available by 

making an appointment with one of our priests. 
 
 

OLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONS 
Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Church  

(unless otherwise announced) 

 

ADORATION OF THE  

BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Monday Evening: after OLPH Novena Devotions 

Wednesday: 12:45 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

First Saturday: 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
210 S. Wellwood Avenue, Lindenhurst 

Monday- Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Saturday:  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

Sunday:  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 
              210 South Wellwood Avenue +  Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +        

Telephone:  631-226-7725  + Fax: 631-225-9597 +  
www.olphlindenhurst.org  + Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

“Blessed are you who believed 

that what was spoken to you by the Lord 

would be fulfilled.”  
Luke 1:45 

 

 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 20, 2015 

PASTORAL STAFF   
Pastor: Rev. Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco 

Parochial Vicars:  Rev. John Sureau, Rev. Fidelis Ezeani 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Msgr. Daniel S. Hamilton 

Deacons:  Deacon Frank A. Odin, Deacon William Crosby, Deacon Douglas G. Smith  

Business Manager: Deacon Thomas J. Bast  

Coordinator of Faith Formation: April Kleinlaut     Music Director: Christopher Ferraro 

New Sunday Mass 

Schedule Effective 

Weekend of 

January 2-3, 2016 

Saturday: 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 

10:00 a.m.,  

12:00 Noon, 

and 5:00 p.m. 
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December 20, 2015 

Celebrating  Advent 

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

Yes, please, Sign me up!  

Living the Christian Life: INTRODUCTION TO MORALITY 
 

Name____________________________________________ 

 

Phone #__________________________________________  

 

E-mail________________________________@__________ 

Living the Christian Life: 

INTRODUCTION TO MORALITY 
Here we’ll look into the Church’s teaching  

on major moral issues, 
the history of  morality, how we make decisions 

as Catholics and more! 
 

Instructor: April Kleinlaut 
                        Coordinator of Faith Formation  

5 Thursday Evenings — 

January 14, 21, 28, Feb. 4 & 11 

Time: 7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m.     Place: Room 18 

To register, contact the Parish Office  at 631.226.7725, e-mail to jsureau@oloph.org or return the form below. 

On Friday, December 11, we were treated to the wonderfully 

spiritual sounds of Lessons and Carols by a combination of the 

children’s and adult choirs and the youth band, under the direc-
tion of Amy Keller, Chris Ferraro and Dan Volpe. A special 
thank you goes to Jim Kendall, on piano, and to Cathy Ferraro, 
on the French horn. 
 

Many thanks to all who participated and to all who 
helped with the hospitality afterwards.  
 

What an inspiration for us all!  
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

December 20, 2015 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

    This is it! We are late into Advent, celebrat-

ing our last Advent Sunday before this year’s cele-
bration of The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas). 

How well have you kept Advent this year? Have 
you really prepared your heart for Christ to be 

born in you? 
    Perhaps in these final days of Advent this 
week we could all be more conscious of how we 

spend our time, trying to be particularly attentive 
to how the Holy Spirit is working in us.  In the 

Gospel for this Sunday we have heard how 
“…Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a 
loud voice and said, ‘Blessed are you among women and 

blessed is the fruit of your womb.”   Elizabeth immedi-

ately recognized in Mary one more blessed than 

she, and she also understood that what made 
Mary special was her ability to trust that God’s 
words to her would be fulfilled. 

    What about us? Can we in these final days 
of Advent preparation listen for the Holy Spirit in 

us? Can we ask the Spirit to help us recognize the 
blessings in our life, and the people in our life who 

bring us blessings? We would do well to pray to 
the Holy Spirit to give us the same trust in God’s 
words to us that Mary had in God’s words to her. 

Let the words of this week’s Responsorial Psalm 
be your constant companion: “Lord, make us turn to 

you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.” 

 

Want to help decorate the church? 

     It’s time to decorate the Church for Christ-
mas, and this decorating will take place on 

Wednesday, December 23 at 1:00 p.m. (take note: 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is cancelled 

for that afternoon). Want to come down to help? 
We would love to have you! You remember the 

old saying, “Many hands make light work,” right? 
I guarantee you will have a good time and it’s a 
great way to feel more connected to the parish and 

your fellow parishioners. Wouldn’t it be a great 
thing for you to come into Mass at Christmas, 

point to the decorations, and to be able to tell your 
family, “I helped with that!” I’ll be there this 

Wednesday, December 23, and I hope you will, 
too! 
 

The Nativity of the Lord, and Christmas Time 

    So, this Thursday night, with Christmas 

Eve, we begin our celebration of the Nativity of 
the Lord and the liturgical season of Christmas 

Time. 
    Truly Christmas Time is a time of joy! How 

could we not feel joy as we recount the songs of 
angels in darkened skies, the wonder of shepherds 

in their fields, the faithful journey of wise men fol-
lowing a star in the night? All of this tells us of the 
mystery we celebrate: the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us; God became man, so that men 
and women might become divinized; as we pro-

claim in the Nicene Creed, “God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God” has entered 

the world! 
    As people who know Jesus, the Son of God 
who came into the world to save us, our very lives 

should radiate the joy of knowing him and being 
close to him. Our lives, full of rejoicing, should 

become the visible expression of the miracle we 
celebrate at Christmas. Christmas Time is a per-

fect entry point into a fuller expression of Chris-
tian joy by each and every one of us. The prepar-
ing we did during Advent should have prepared us 

to be more joyful at Christmas! How will you radi-
ate with Christ’s joy this Christmas? 

    The document Universal Norms on the Litur-

gical Year and the General Roman Calendar reminds 

us, “After the annual celebration of the Paschal 
Mystery [Easter Time], the Church has no more 

ancient custom than celebrating the memorial of 
the Nativity of the Lord and of his first manifesta-
tions, and this takes place in Christmas 

Time.” (32) 
    Remember, Christmas is not over on De-

cember 26! Far from it! Christmas Time begins on 
Christmas Eve, and it continues up to and includ-

ing the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, which 
this year is January 10, 2016 ― so keep your 
lights and decorations up until then! 

    There are so many wonderful liturgical 
feasts that make us Christmas Time: the Feast of 

St. Stephen, the First Martyr, on December 26; 
the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and 

Joseph, this year on Sunday, December 27; the 
Feast of the Holy Innocents on December 28; and 
January 1, the Octave (eighth day) of the Nativity 

of the Lord, which is also the Solemnity of Mary, 
the Holy Mother of God (and a Holy Day of Obli-

gation); the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the 
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Lord, on Sunday, January 3; and the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord on Sunday, January 10. We 

have a whole lot of celebrating to do! 
 

Be welcoming at Christmas! 

    Now, a big part of the celebration and joy 

of Christmas is being joyful and welcoming to-
ward all the extra people who will be coming to 
Mass this Christmas. Let’s get it in our heads now 

that we won’t grumble, we won’t pout, and we 
will all smile and be cheerful! What a great Christ-

mas gift it would be to give up “your” seat to 
someone who only comes to Mass a couple of 

times a year ― and to do so joyfully! That would 
be the true spirit of Christmas! Parking may be a 
little difficult, and it will probably take you a little 

longer to get out of the parking lot, but what a 
great spiritual offering we make when we do not 

let those little and inconsequential inconveniences 
rob us of Christmas joy! 

    Let’s be glad that the folks do come. Our 
warm welcome and sense of hospitality may just 

be the thing they need to come back more often. 
One thing is for sure: if we “regulars” are cranky 

with them, chances are they won’t be back! Let’s 
give them the same greeting that Christ himself 

would give them. 
 

New Sunday Mass Schedule 

    I don’t know if you’ve heard about it yet 

(yes, that was sarcasm!), but we will have a new 

Sunday Mass schedule beginning the weekend of 

January 2-3, 2016. The new schedule will be: Sat-
urday (Sunday anticipated) ― 5:00 p.m.; Sunday 
― 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 Noon, 5:00 p.m. 

Be ready ― it will be here before you know it! 
 

In conclusion… 

    Together, let’s aim high in Christ. Togeth-

er, let’s bring out the best in each other. Together, 
let’s be the best we can be in Christ. 

    And let’s always remember: LOVE IS A 
GIFT. 
 

Sincerely, 

December 20, 2015 

 
 
 
 

Sacrament 
Of Reconciliation 

 

Monday and Tuesday this 

week 

Following the 12:15 p.m. Mass 
 

Tuesday, December 22, 2015  

7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Novena to 
Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help 
 

The Monday night Novena to Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help has been a 

longstanding OLPH tradition.  Each Monday, parish-
ioners pray to seek the help and assistance of the Lord 
for healing, family, children and the needs of the 
world, seeking the intercession of the Blessed Mother.  
Following the Novena prayers, Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament takes place. The evening con-
cludes with veneration of a relic of St. Catherine La-
boure.  Take some time each Monday to join in the 
OLPH Novena. 

     Monday, December 28—7:00 p.m. 

Monday, January 4 —7:00 p.m. 

 Monday, January 11 —7:00 p.m. 

Monday, January 18 — 

Cancelled due to national holiday 
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Lighting Your Advent Wreath During the Week 
 

Each day during the fourth week of Advent, at the evening meal, all four candles are lighted. The follow-

ing prayers accompany the lighting of the candles. 

All make the sign of the cross: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Someone at table reads the Scripture assigned to the liturgy of the day (one or both of the readings may be used). See 

the list of daily readings printed elsewhere in this bulletin. Then the Leader continues: 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

All respond: We lift them up to the Lord. 

The Leader prays: God, the Father of mercies, you willed your Son to take flesh, in order to give life 

back to us. Bless these your gifts with which we are about to nourish our bodies, so that, receiving 

new strength, we may wait in watchfulness for the glorious coming of Christ. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
********* 

After the meal, the Leader says: Let us live soberly, justly, and devoutly in this world as we wait in joyful 

hope for the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

All respond:  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Thoughts to Ponder during Advent.... 

The weekdays from December 17 up to and including December 24 are ordered in a more direct way to preparing for 
the Nativity of the Lord. 

 — Universal Norms on the Liturgical 

 Year and the Calendar 

 
O Antiphons... 

Advent is the season of hope and longing.  Jesus is the One who fulfills our hopes and satisfies the longings of our 
hearts. As our hopes and longings intensify, even the prayer of the Church takes on a special sense of urgency. 

Throughout the world, Christians invoke Jesus’ coming by praying the “O Antiphons.” These short but powerful 

petitions use the ancient Messianic titles to describe who Jesus truly is and what He will do for His people. 

On December 20 pray: “O Key of David, O royal Power of Israel controlling at your will the gate of heaven: 

come, break down the prison walls of death for those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death; and lead 

your captive people into freedom.” 

On December 21 pray: “O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: come, shine on those who 

dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.” 

On December 22 pray: “O King of all the nations, the only joy of every human heart; O Keystone of the mighty 

arch of man, come and save the creature you fashioned from the dust.” 

On December 23 pray: “O Emmanuel, king and lawgiver, desire of the nations, Savior of all people, come and 

set us free, Lord our God.” 

On December 24 pray: “Today you will know the Lord is coming, and in the morning you will see his glory.” 
 

********** 

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts, that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son 

was made known by the message of an Angel, may by his Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of his Resurrec-
tion. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

  — Collect of the Mass for the 
  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT 

December 20, 2015 
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December 20, 2015 

FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT 

Blessing of a Christmas Tree 

 
All make the sign of the cross to begin, and then the Leader continues with this greeting: 

Leader: Let us glorify Christ our light, who brings salvation and peace into our midst, now and forev-

er. 

All respond: Amen. 

Leader: My brothers and sisters, amidst signs and wonders Christ Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Ju-

dea: his birth brings joy to our hearts and enlightenment to our minds. With this tree, decorated and 

adorned, may we welcome Christ among us; may its lights guide us to the perfect light. 
Then someone proclaims the reading: 

Reader: Listen to the words of the letter of St. Paul to Titus: But when the kindness and generous 

love of God our savior appeared, not because of any righteous deeds we had done but because of his 

mercy, he saved us through the bath of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he richly 

poured out on us through Jesus Christ our savior, so that we might be justified by his grace and be-

come heirs in hope of eternal life. The word of the Lord. 

All respond: Thanks be to God. 

Leader: Let us ask God to send his blessing upon us and upon this sign of our faith in the Lord. Our 

response will be: Lord, give light to our hearts. 

That this tree of lights may remind us of the tree of glory on which Christ accomplished our salva-

tion, let us pray to the Lord. R/. 

That the joy of Christmas may always be in our home, let us pray to the Lord. R/. 

That the peace of Christ may dwell in our hearts and in the world, let us pray to the Lord. R/ 

Then the Leader continues: Lord our God, we praise you for the light of creation:  the sun, the moon, 

and the stars of the night. We praise you for the light of Israel: the Law, the prophets, and the wis-

dom of the Scriptures. We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: he is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the 

Prince of Peace, who fills us with the wonder of your love. Lord God, let your blessing come upon 

us as we illumine this tree. May the light and cheer it gives be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts. 

May all who delight in this tree come to the knowledge and joy of salvation. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
The lights of the tree are now illuminated. Then the Leader concludes: 

Leader: May the God of glory fill our hearts with peace and joy, now and forever. 

All respond: Amen. 

The blessing concludes with a verse from O Come, O Come, Emmanuel: 

O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by thine advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

And death’s dark shadow put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel .  
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Blessing of a Manger Nativity Scene 
 

The manger scene is blessed each year on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. All make the sign of the 

cross and the Leader begins:  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

All respond: Who made heaven and earth. 

Then someone proclaims the reading: 

Reader: Listen to the words of the holy gospel according to Luke:  In those days a de-

cree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be enrolled. This 

was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria.  So all went to be en-

rolled, each to his own town. And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of 

Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of 

the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was 

with child. While they were there, the time came for her to have her child, and she 

gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in 

a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. Now there were shepherds 

in that region living in the fields and keeping the night watch over their flock. The 

Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Leader: God of every nation and people, from the very beginning of creation you have 

made manifest your love: when our need for a Savior was great you sent your Son to 

be born of the Virgin Mary. To our lives he brings joy and peace, justice, mercy and 

love. Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; may it remind us of the humble birth 

of Jesus, and raise our thoughts to him, who is God-with-us and Savior of all, and 

who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

Christmas songs and carols may be sung, for example, It Came Upon the Midnight Clear.   

December 20, 2015 
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“The musical tradition of the universal Church is a 

treasure of inestimable value, greater even than that 

of any other art.” 
- The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy #112 

 

The Friends of Music is an initiative to help support the music 

ministry here at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church. With the 

generosity of our Friends, we will be able to continue to offer 

beautiful music for our liturgies and concerts and special pro-

grams throughout the year. Please consider supporting the 
Friends of Music at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church.  

 

Contributions are used to support the music program at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help including Advent Lessons and Carols, 

concerts, additional brass, woodwind and string instruments 

for special liturgies on Christmas, Easter and Pentecost.  Con-
tributions can be given at the following levels:  

     Cherubim (up to $24) 

 Memorialization of a new choral folder for our 

youth choir or adult choir 

  St. Ambrose ($25 to $49) 

 Memorialization of a Gather hymnal with cho-

ral parts for our cantors and choirs 

 Memorialization of Responsorial Psalm or 
Gospel Acclamation book for our cantors 

   St. Augustine ($50 to $99) 

 Memorialization of an octavo (sheet music) for 

one of our choirs 
 Memorialization of a Gather hymnal instru-

mental accompaniment  

 St. Gregory the Great ($100 to $199) 

 Instrumentalist for special occasions 
(Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, Lessons and 

Carols) 

 Printing costs and paper for worship aids for 
one of our special occasions and liturgies 

   St. Cecilia ($200 and above) 

 Co-sponsorship of one of our concerts or spe-

cial programs 
 

It will be primarily through the support of the Friends of Music 

that we will be able to expand our ability to produce high-

quality music in this majestic space for the praise and glory of 

God.  To make a contribution by mail, simply send a check 
made payable to OLPH to:  OLPH Friends of Music  

  210 South Wellwood Avenue, Lindenhurst, NY 11757 

If your contribution will be in memory of someone or in hon-

or of an occasion such as an anniversary, birthday, etc., please 

make note of the event and/or person(s) name(s).  If you have 
any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Chris Ferraro at 

cferraro@oloph.org or (631) 226-7725 ext. 210. 

2015 Friends of Music 
As of March 29, 2015 

St. Cecilia 

 Anonymous 

 Joan Baffa, In memory of Tony and Ann 
Baffa 

 Douglas and Carol Bertolino, In memory 
of Cecelia Bankovich 

 Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco, In memory of 

Marcy & Bill DeGrocco 

 Christopher and Cathy Ferraro  

 Msgr. Daniel S. Hamilton 

 Sheila Lanza 

 Jim and Jackie Totino, In honor of 
   Marianna Femia “Grandma” 

St. Gregory the Great 

 Anonymous 

 Lucyne and Bob Flesher, In memory of 

Jerry Zduczyk 

 Joan Hosey, In memory of Philip Hosey 

 James Kendall 

 Elzbieta Zdunczyk, In memory of Evelina, 

Jozefa and Stanislaw Kuligowski 

 Antoinette Walsh, In honor of Msgr. Joe 
DeGrocco 

 Antoinette Walsh, In thanksgiving to the 

Blessed Mother 

St. Augustine 

 Anonymous 

 Ginny and Ed Beyrer 

 Diane Moskover 

 Kevin and Renata Rattigan, In memory 
of Josephine Zagalak 

 Janine Soroka, In memory of John Soroka 

and Anthony and Maria Jankowsky 

 Alvin Wickenheiser, In honor of Stephina 

Wickenheiser, Margaret Wickenheiser, & 
Joseph P. Wickenheiser 

St. Ambrose 

 Mr. and Mrs. Corazon F. Andres, In  

memory of Isaias Bareng 

 Chick and Barbara Ferraro 

 Martin Gibbs, In honor of Valerie Singh 

 Mr. and Mrs. Richard Haas, In  memory 

of Doris Nimz 

 Rose Mourdoukoutas, In honor of Valerie 
Singh 

 The Volpe Family, In memory of Ryan 

Barrett 

 Cherubim 

 Martin Gibbs 

 Angela Zoccoli 
 

Join the Friends of Music at OLPH and be 

a part of our music history!  

December 20, 2015 

MUSIC NOTES 

mailto:cferraro@oloph.org
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MUSIC NOTES 

December 20, 2015 

Have you unpacked all your gifts?   

Perhaps God is calling you this Christmas season to become a part of the music ministry 

at OLPH.  If so, read below to see which ensemble might suit your gifts.  Perhaps one of 

your spiritual gifts has not yet been opened.  Pray about it and then give a call. 

Adult Choir 
The Adult Choir sings at the 
12:00 p.m. Mass most Sundays 
(September to June) and for 

other special liturgies during 
the year.  Rehearsals are on 

Thursdays from 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m. in the Church.  Members 

are high school aged or older.  
Reading music is not a require-
ment, just a desire to praise 

God in song and the ability to 
carry a tune.  Please call in ad-

vance if you are interested in 
joining or would like more in-

formation. 
 

Contact:  
Chris Ferraro  

(631) 226-7725, ext. 210  
cferraro@oloph.org 

Youth Choir 
The Youth Choir sings at the 
10:00 a.m. Mass three times a 

month (September to June) and 
at other special liturgies during 
the year. Rehearsals are held 

on Thursday afternoons from 
4:30 to 5:30 pm in the school 

building.  Members are in 
grades 3 through 12. 

 
Contact: 

Amy Keller 

mrs.amykeller@yahoo.com 

Youth Band! 
Members of the Youth Band 

lead the music the Sunday 
night 5:00 p.m. Mass twice a 

month.  Rehearsals are on 
Thursday evenings.  The band 
needs young musicians: piano, 

flute, cello preferred.  Try-outs 
are required.  

 
Contact: 

Dan Volpe 

(917) 468-9584 
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EXTRAORDINARY JUBILEE OF MERCY 
The Jubilee of Mercy began on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. This Jubilee of Mercy is 

an opportunity for the Church and its members—each one of us—to rediscover God’s gift of mercy so 
we may become “missionaries of mercy.”   
 

Pope Francis called for this Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy in April with the publication of the Papal 
Bull Misericordiae Vultus.  Throughout the year ahead, we will publish excerpts of this document as well 

as other resources about this special time of mercy. We continue with the fourth paragraph of the docu-
ment in this week’s edition of the bulletin. 

 

4. We recall the poignant words of Saint John XXIII when, opening the Council, he indicated the path 

to follow: “Now the Bride of Christ wishes to use the medicine of mercy rather than taking up arms of 
severity… The Catholic Church, as she holds high the torch of Catholic truth at this Ecumenical Coun-
cil, wants to show herself a loving mother to all; patient, kind, moved by compassion and goodness to-

ward her separated children”. Blessed Paul VI spoke in a similar vein at the closing of the Council: “We 
prefer to point out how charity has been the principal religious feature of this Council… the old story of 

the Good Samaritan has been the model of the spirituality of the Council… a wave of affection and ad-
miration flowed from the Council over the modern world of humanity. Errors were condemned, indeed, 

because charity demanded this no less than did truth, but for individuals themselves there was only ad-
monition, respect and love. Instead of depressing diagnoses, encouraging remedies; instead of direful 
predictions, messages of trust issued from the Council to the present-day world. The modern world’s 

values were not only respected but honored, its efforts approved, its aspirations purified and blessed… 
Another point we must stress is this: all this rich teaching is channeled in one direction, the service of 

mankind, of every condition, in every weakness and need”. 
 

With these sentiments of gratitude for everything the Church has received, and with a sense of responsi-
bility for the task that lies ahead, we shall cross the threshold of the Holy 
Door fully confident that the strength of the Risen Lord, who constantly 

supports us on our pilgrim way, will sustain us. May the Holy Spirit, 
who guides the steps of believers in cooperating with the work of salva-

tion wrought by Christ, lead the way and support the People of God so 
that they may contemplate the face of mercy. 

 
5.  The Jubilee year will close with the liturgical Solemnity of Christ the 
King on 20 November 2016.  On that day, as we seal the Holy Door, we 

shall be filled, above all, with a sense of gratitude and thanksgiving to the 
Most Holy Trinity for having granted us an extraordinary time of grace. 

We will entrust the life of the Church, all humanity, and the entire cos-
mos to the Lordship of Christ, asking him to pour out his mercy 

upon us like the morning dew, so that everyone may work together to 
build a brighter future. How much I desire that the year to come will be 
steeped in mercy, so that we can go out to every man and woman, bring-

ing the goodness and tenderness of God! May the balm of mercy reach 
everyone, both believers and those far away, as a sign that the Kingdom 

of God is already present in our midst! 
 
You can read the entire document by going to the new OLPH website or by visiting the Jubilee of Mercy website at 
www.im.va. 

December 20, 2015 

YEAR OF MERCY 
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December 20, 2015 
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

December 20, 2015 

THE NEW SUNDAY’S WORD FOR 2016 
 

The new Sunday’s Word book 

for the new liturgical cycle, 

Year C (2016), which began 

Sunday, November 29th, the 

First Sunday of Advent, is now 

available at the rectory and may 

be purchased for $2.00. 

 

New Sunday Mass 

Schedule Effective 

Weekend of 

January 2-3, 2016 
 

Saturday: 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 

10:00 a.m., 

12:00 Noon, 

and 5:00 p.m. 

THE CHRISTMAS SEASON @ OLPH 

Christmas Eve—Thursday, December 24 
 

5:00 p.m., 8:00 p.m., & 12:00 Midnight Mass 
Christmas Carols begin at 11:30 p.m. 

 

Christmas Day—Friday, December 25 
 

8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 
 

The 6:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Masses 
will not be celebrated on Christmas Day. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
 

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 

 

Vigil of Solemnity 

Thursday, December 31 
 

5:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, January 1, 2015 

10:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.  
 

The 6:30 a.m. Mass 

will not be celebrated on January 1st. 

REMINDER REGARDING 

THE COMMUNION FAST 
 

            Please remember that we are supposed to 

observe a Communion Fast before receiving Holy 

Communion. This means we do not eat any foods 

or drink any liquids for one hour before receiving 

Holy Communion, the only exception being wa-

ter or medicine. This also means that we are not 

to chew gum during Mass, and certainly not 

while we are coming forward to receive Holy 

Communion. Let’s be sure we are appropriately 

prepared to receive Holy Communion by observ-

ing this important rule of the Church. 

Christmas Spiritual  
Bouquet Cards 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Join in the Mass intentions for the Masses of 
Christmas by using the Christmas Spiritual Bou-

quet cards which are now available throughout the 
church. These cards are a wonderful and meaning-

ful way for you to remember your loved ones at 
Christmas and to have them prayed for at our 
Christmas Masses. Return the envelope with your 

donation in the collection basket or bring it to the 
rectory, and keep the card to send your Christmas 

Spiritual Bouquet. 
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP  

HOLY HOUR FOR PEACE 
In response to Bishop Murphy’s call for parishes to 
urgently pray for peace because of all the unrest in 
the world, please join us for a special Holy Hour de-
voted to praying for world peace within our own 

country and throughout the world. This Holy Hour 

for Peace, with prayers focusing on the intention of 

peace, will be held on the second, third and fourth 

Sunday evenings of the month from 7:00 p.m. to 

8:00 p.m. The Holy Hour of Reparation which has 

been held on the first Sunday of the month will con-
tinue every first Sunday evening as usual, with the 
prayers that are usually said for that first Sunday Ho-
ly Hour. 
 

Prayer for Peace 
Following Bishop Murphy’s request, we are asked to 
pray this prayer privately, and we are encouraged to 
use this prayer as a part of all meetings and gatherings 
held here at OLPH.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

who are called the Prince of Peace, 

Who are yourself our peace  

and our reconciliation, 

Who so often said ‘Peace to you’, 

Grant us peace! 

Make all men and women witnesses of truth, justice 

and brotherly love. 

Banish from their hearts  

whatever might endanger peace. 

Enlighten our rulers that they may guarantee and 

defend the great gift of peace. 

May all peoples of the earth  

become as brothers and sisters. 

May longed-for peace blossom forth and reign al-

ways over us all. AMEN 
 

Mary, Queen of Peace, Pray for us! 
(Pope Saint John XXIII) 

Evening Prayer 
All are invited to pray Evening 
Prayer on Saturdays and Sun-

days after the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  
Here we pray the psalms, listen 

to the Word of God and give 
thanks to God for the blessings 

of the day.  Evening Prayer is 
usually about ten to fifteen 

minutes in length. 
 
So come and pray… 

Saturdays 

and Sundays 

After the 5:00 p.m. Mass 

 
 

“The Liturgy of the Hours is intended to become the 
prayer of the whole People of God. In it Christ himself 
‘continues his priestly work through his 

Church….Pastors of souls should see to it that the princi-
pal hours, especially Vespers (Evening Prayer)  are cele-
brated in common in church on Sundays and on the 
more solemn feasts.’” 

-Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1175  

December 20, 2015 

EXPOSITION AND BENEDICTION 

OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

TO BE CANCELLED ON 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23 

 

      There will be no Exposition and 

Benediction of the Blessed Sacra-

ment on Wednesday, December 23 

since that is the time the church will 

have to be decorated for Christmas. 

  Exposition and Benediction will 

resume as usual the following 

Wednesday, December 30. Thank you 

for your understanding. 
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NEW OFFICE HOURS: 

MONDAY:    11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

TUESDAY:    9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY: 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

THURSDAY:   9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY:   8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

December 20, 2015 

OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION 
Located in the school building 

Phone # 631.226.7725 x. 253 

Email: religioused@oloph.org 

Coordinator: Mrs. April Kleinlaut 

(akleinlaut@oloph.org) 

OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY: 11AM TO 7PM 

TUESDAY: 9AM TO 2PM 

WEDNESDAY: 2PM TO 8PM 

THURSDAY: 9AM TO 3PM 

SATURDAY: 8AM TO 1PM 

 

First Penance Rehearsal 
First Penance Rehearsal for Level 2 will take place 

during the following times:  

4:30 p.m. on January 4th 

4:30 p.m. on January 11th 

Parents must attend with their children. Catechists 
are expected to be present for and assist at the 

rehearsal and the First Penance ceremony. 

 

Confirmation Workbook  

Reminder: 
“Progress reports” will be issued in  

January. These are to help us and you  

assess how much of the book has been  

completed. We want to urge all students who haven’t 
completed the fall assignments to finish as much as 

possible before January. Thank you!  

Fourth Week of Advent 

Christmas Break  
 

There will be NO classes from 
Monday, December 21st 

through Thursday,  
December 31st. 

Classes will resume 
Saturday, January 2nd, 2016.  

 

Have a blessed Christmas 
and a very happy New Year! 

 

 
 

Love: As We Light the Fourth 
Candle  

 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent  

represents love. This is an  

invitation to welcome the love 

of the newborn Christ into our 

hearts as we prepare for His 
Birth. At Mass, we hear about 

the loving meeting between 

Mary and her cousin Elizabeth. 
May we imitate their bond by 

spreading love and blessings to 

our families and those around 

us this week.  

Go to our website religioused@oloph.org to keep up with information and to see more activi-

ties, pictures and to keep up on other ministries check out the OLPH Facebook page. 
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NEW Food Pantry List! 

MAC & CHEESE 

CANNED FRUIT 

CAKE MIX 

PIE CRUST 

CORN MUFFIN MIX 

HOT CHOCOLATE 

COFFEE 

PUDDING 

PEANUT BUTTER 

PAPER TOWELS 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

Cut out this list and bring it with you 

when you go shopping! 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 Blue Door Thrift Boutique: Tricia Buckley—631.567.5790—thebluedoor@oloph.org 

 Catholics for the Freedom of Religion:  Marie Foster—631.592.1509—cffr@oloph.org  

 Community Meal: Gigi Gracey—631.943.0095—gigigracey1962@gmail.com—Deborah McDonald -516.662.2529—Dnk875@aol.com 

 Driving Ministry: Maureen Russo—631.226.4182 

 Golden Age Society: Dolores Barone—631.957.3432 

 Homeless Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com 

 Hospital Visitors: Peter O’Neill—631-226-6340—oneillp@optonline.net 

 Middle Ages: Gail Tonnessen—631.957.1449—gtonness@optonline.net 

 Nursing Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com 

 Respect Life Committee: Louise Perrotta—631.412.3831—louiseperrotta@optonline.net 

 St. Bernard League: Kristine Doyle—631.804.3466—Kristine Kelly—631-412-5629—stbernardleague@oloph.org 

 St. Vincent de Paul Society: Deborah Deasy—631.226.7725, x. 234 

 Senior Moments/Spirituality: Fran Grasso—631.956.3003—sixfingers13@gmail.com 

 Special Needs Ministry: Caroline Grogan— (631)225-7688—straightclaw@optonline.net  
 Widows/Widowers:  Rita Gardell— 631.252.5494  

Society of St. Vincent de Paul      
Located in the “New” School Building 

Use Parking Lot located on corner of 

Gates & High Streets 

 631.226.7725 x. 234 
The office is open:   

Monday, Wednesday and Friday  

 9:00 a.m.—12 Noon 

Saturday 1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m. 
  Jesus was born during the night of the year when darkness is 

the longest.  The Savior of the world comes for the people in 

dark places. The real, lasting, and deep joy is that the Light 

shines there. 

  Through your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 

“Light” has shown, bringing real, lasting and deep joy to the 

hearts of  the poor who live in dark places in our streets and 

neighborhood. 

December 20, 2015 

The Blue Door Thrift Boutique is our parish’s latest effort to 
serve the poor and vulnerable in our parish community—and a 

great way to get a deal for our parishioners!  In little over a 
month, we have ministered to many who are supported by our 

Homeless Ministry and Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  
 

Take note of  our hours and visit the Blue Door. It is a wonderful 
place that has many wonderful items—from clothing to cooking 

ware, from religious items to rare finds—you might find helpful. 
Meet the wonderful offerers who make it such a place of  wel-

come. When you shop at The Blue Door, you not only get a 
great deal but help support our parish’s ongoing work and minis-
try.  

Want to get involved in the Blue Door? 
E-mail to thebluedoor@oloph.org for more information!   

Hours of Operation: 
Monday: 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Tuesday: Closed 
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Thursday: Closed 
Friday: 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Saturday: 1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m. 

The entrance to the Thrift Boutique is on the 
south side of the parish campus, next to the 
St. Vincent de Paul bins. Park using the 
Gates Street/High Street Parking Lot.  
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December 20, 2015 

The OLPH Conference of the 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

Memorial Cards are now availa-
ble.  The Memorial Cards are a 
wonderful way to honor the dear-
ly departed while benefitting the 
less fortunate in our community.   
A beautiful “Living Memorial” 
Card will be sent acknowledging your donation to the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  
 

Donation forms are available on the pew ledges, in the 
SVDP Food Pantry (9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday) or at the Rectory. 
 

For further information, please contact Janet Hume at 
the SVDP Office at 631-226-7725 X 234. 

HOMELESS MINISTRY 
FOOD PREPARERS 

We are always in need of individuals, families and 

groups to prepare a light meal and/or soup for our 
weekly runs. Can you help us? Contact Regina 

Muir at 631.226.2709 or e-mail to 
rmuir11@aol.com. You assist when you can—

usually once every other month! 
 
DONATIONS 

As we are moving into the winter months, we are 

in need of the following: 

       washcloths  

       briefs - Small, Medium and Large (NO XL;  

    must be new and in package) 

       undershirts - Small, Large and Extra-Large 

       blankets 

       sweat pants 

If it is easier, we can always use Kmart gift cards (and 
the like) or financial donations, and we'll do the shop-
ping. Donations can be dropped off at the Parish Office 

from 9:00 a.m.—9:00 p.m. daily and  9:00 a.m.—3:00 
p.m. on the weekends. 
 
 

MIDDLE AGES 
Are you in your late 40s, 50s, or early 60s?  

Are you looking to meet others your age for times of 

spirituality, socializing and social action?  

 
 

Our next meeting: Wednesday, January 6 at 7:00 

p.m. in Room 10 in the Old School basement.  

For information call Gail Tonnessen at 631-957-
1449 or email her at gtonness@optonline.net 

 

SENIOR MOMENTS 
GIVE YOURSELF A CHALLENGE  

The Senior Moments Ministry is a committed spiritual 

family who meet once a month on the 2nd Tuesday of 
the month. 

 

Our next meeting will be on 

Tuesday, January 12 at 9:00 a.m. 

in Room 24 

 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

THANK YOU! 
 The Life Center of Long Island 

sincerely thanks 

 O L P H Parish 
for their donation to the baby bottle 
campaign.  Your generosity raised 
$10,555…that's up from last year! 

May God bless you 
for your support of life! 

“Here I am!” 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
SPIRTUALLY 

ADOPTED BABY!  

 
Your spiritually adopted baby 
was born this month - - nine 
months after her mother con-
ceived her. The only change at 

birth is a change in the external life support system of 
the baby. She is no different now than she was before 
birth except that she breathes and eats differently. She 
is truly a miracle. She began as a 46-chromosome cell 
and has grown over the past nine months into this 
unique human baby we now can see. Never before in 
history, nor ever again, will anyone exist who is exact-
ly like your spiritually adopted baby. Your prayers 
saved her life. Thank you on behalf of all of the little 
babies and their parents for your loving prayers that 
helped to bring them to birth “so that they might have 
life and have it to the full!”  

mailto:gtonness@optonline.net
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El grupo de oración “Jesús es el camino la verdad y la vida”. Te invita a alabar y glorificar a DIOS todos 
los jueves a las 7:00 p.m. en la cafetería. Comenzando con el Santo Rosario. Únete a nosotros en ora-

ción, Alabanzas y reflexión de la palabra de DIOS.  
 

Todos los martes  llevamos el  Santo Rosario a los hogares para orar en familia. Lleva la bendición a tu 

casa. Interesados favor llamar a Virginia Constantino al  (631) 957-1149. 
  

El sacramento del bautizo. Las ceremonias bautismales se llevan a cabo cada segundo y cuarto domingo 

del mes. Los padres que necesiten bautizar a sus hijos deben atender alas sección de charlas, estas charlas 
son cada primer y tercer lunes del mes. 
 

Para más información  sobre los sacramentos del bautizo matrimonio y servicio pastorales. Unción de los 
enfermos y la Eucaristía, Contacto Padre Juan Sureau - 631.226-7725 x. 224 o email: 

jsureau@oloph.org o en español, Irma González 631-620-2401 o correo electrónico: 
lanegra628@yahoo.com. 
 
 

Lecturas del domingo 27 de Diciembre de 2015 
 

Adviento. Que en este adviento nuestro niño Jesús haya nacido en  lo más  profundo del corazón de cada uno de 

usted y que la gracia del Espíritu Santo lo haga crecer cada día. Para que como San pablo podamos decir ya no 

soy yo quien vive, es Cristo que vive en me. Que la paz de nuestro señor este con ustedes       
 

Primera Lectura (Sirasides 3,2-6.12-14): Honra a tu Padre y a tu Madre 

La palabra griega para honor, significa venerar, apreciar, y valorar. Honor es darles respeto, no solo por 
mérito sino por lo que son, tus Padres. Por ejemplo, algunos pueden no estar de acuerdo con las decisio-

nes del Presidente, pero aun así ellos deben respetar su posición como líder de su país. Similarmente, los 
hijos de todas las edades deben honrar a sus padres, sin importar si sus padres “merecen” o no el honor. 

Los dos fundamentos de la vida familiar son amor y respeto, de los hijos hacia el padre.  En el salmo 127 
vemos las bendiciones que recibirán los hijos obedientes.  

 

Segunda Lectura (Colosenses 3,12-21): Vida en el Señor 

Digan y hagan todo en el nombre del Señor Jesús, y tendrán la correcta relación con Dios y con los her-

manos, sobre todo en el círculo íntimo de la familia. 
 

Evangelio (Lucas 2,41-52): Tengo que estar en la Casa de mi Padre 

Cuando Jesús se queda perdido en el tempo, sus padres María y José experimentan de nuevo el malestar 

de formar parte de la misión de Jesús. El servicio a Dios y a la gente tiene lugar primero y preferente. 

 

1. En la Casa del Padre 

Nos puede sorprender oír a Jesús cómo les pregunta a sus propios padres angustiados, María y Jo-

sé: “¿Por qué me estaban buscando? ¿No sabían ustedes  que debo estar donde está mi Padre?”. Incluso 

María y José, santos de Dios, tenían que aprender todavía y crecer en su fe. – Como la Sagrada Familia, 

nuestras familias, y cada uno de nosotros, tenemos también que crecer en la fe.  Quizás será a través de 

dolorosas pruebas y sufrimientos, como el de María y José, como nuestra fe llegará a madurarse. Tam-

bién se nos formula a nosotros la misma pregunta: ¿No sabían ustedes…? 

 
 

EL MINISTERIO HISPANO 

December 6, 2015 

mailto:%20lanegra628@yahoo.com
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  AND CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parish Phone: (631) 226-7725  Parish Fax: (631) 225-9597 
Directory of Phone Extensions 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

Baptism ceremonies are held on the second and fourth Sundays of the 

month. Parents wishing to have a child baptized must attend a baptism prep-

aration session before the baptism; these sessions are held on the first and 
third Thursdays of the month excluding holidays. Contact the Parish Office 

to begin the process of having your child baptized. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
 

Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as well as those in danger of 
death, should receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please call 

the Parish Office and ask for one of our priests. 
 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
 

Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have been baptized in another Chris-

tian faith and wish to become Catholic, or who have been baptized Catholic 

and wish to be confirmed and receive Holy Communion, are invited to join 
the process of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Please contact Fr. 

John at the Parish Office to begin the process. 
 

Adults who have been baptized Catholic and who have received Holy Com-

munion but who still need the Sacrament of Confirmation should enroll in 
our Adult Confirmation Classes. Please contact Fr. John at the Parish Office. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
 

Please contact the Parish Office at least SIX MONTHS before the desired 

date of your wedding.   

SERVING AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER 

Name Ext Email 

Deacon Tom Bast, Business Manager 204 tbast@oloph.org 

Carmel Becker, Bulletin 246 cbecker@oloph.org 

Patti Chavis, Parish Secretary 212 pchavis@oloph.org 

Linda Coppola, Business Office Assistant 214 lcoppola@oloph.org 

Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco, Pastor 206 msgrjoe@oloph.org 

Fr. Fidelis Ezeani, Associate Pastor 226 fadaprince4christ@yahoo.com 

Faith Formation Office 253 religioused@oloph.org 

Christopher Ferraro, Director of Music 210 cferraro@oloph.org 

April Kleinlaut, Coordinator of Faith Formation 257 acarbaugh@oloph.org 

Rectory Reception Desk 200  

St. Vincent de Paul 234 stvincentdepaul@oloph.org 

Fr. John Sureau, Associate Pastor 203 jsureau@oloph.org 

Josephine Vagelatos,  

Administrative Assistant to the Pastor 

206 

 

jvagelatos@oloph.org 

December 20, 2015 

YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Jean Bjork 
Tricia Buckley (Chair) 

Lori Byron 
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 

Marie Foster 
Greg Guido 

Sonia Hansen 
John Keller 

Kevin Sabella, Jr. 
Kevin Sabella, Sr. 
Christina Taparata 

James Totino 
Pete Triolo 

 
Please feel free to speak to any 

member of the Pastoral Council 
with any questions you might have. 

 
YOUR PARISH TRUSTEES 

Robert Dobres 
John Reynolds 

 
YOUR PARISH  

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

David Barrett 
Deacon Tom Bast 

Gerry Chille (Chair) 
Ed Cirella 

Meg Danaher, CFP®, CLU®    
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 

Bob Dobres 
Bob Meade 

John Reynolds 
 

Please feel free to speak to any 
member of the Finance Committee 
with any questions you might have. 

 
YOUR PARISH  

LITURGY COMMITTEE 

Robert Becker 
Lynn Bergin 

Mark Costantino 
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 

Chris Ferraro 
Jenine Jimenez-Spina  

Amy Keller 
Barbara McPhail 

Deacon Doug Smith 
Fr. John Sureau 
Mike Williams 

 
Please feel free to speak to any 

member of the Liturgy Committee 
with any questions you might have. 
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PRAYING FOR AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER 

WE BELIEVE 
We pray for the sick of our parish… 

If a family member or close friend is ill, please let 
us know so our community can pray for them. To 

have your name or the name of a loved one listed 
in our parish bulletin, please call the Parish Office 

at 631-226-7725 x. 200.  Names remain in the 
bulletin for three weeks.  

WE REMEMBER 
We remember those who have died  in our parish 

community this week: 
 

Barbara Combs 
 
 

“O God, who through the ending of present things open 
up the beginning of things to come, grant, we pray, that 
the soul of your servant may be led to you to attain the 

inheritance of eternal redemption.” 

PERPETUAL HELP MASS 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, 8:00 A.m. MASS 

Patrick & Celia Flynn Requested by 
Lorraine Sullivan 

Joanne Powers Requested by 
Eriksen Family 

Franklin & Sonia Cruz 
& Family (Living) 

Requested by 
Franklin & Sonia Cruz 

Eugene Gardell Requested by 
Rita Gardell 

Archangels & Holy Angels Requested by 
Carmen Peterson 

Katherine & William Trigg Requested by 
Katherine & William Trigg 

Rachel Pugliese Scotto 
DiClemente 

Requested by 
Raffaele del Prete 

Steven Luppino Requested by 

The D’Amato Family 

MASS MEMORIALS 
A beautiful way to remember a loved one!  

Memorials used during the Masses for 

week of December 20-26: 
 

Altar Bread & Wine 

In Memory of 

William (Bud) Sullivan 
Requested by 

Lorraine Sullivan 
Please contact the Parish Office at 631.226.7725 for 

other options for memorials. 

December 20, 2015 

WE CELEBRATE 
God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has freed you from 
sin, given you a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and 

welcomed you into his holy people.   

-Rite of Baptism 
 
 

Veronica Ellie Belluomo 

Massimo Francesco LaRocca  

 

 

 

We welcome the newest members of 

the Catholic community here at 

OLPH! 

Patricia Grasso 

Teresa Grasso 

Eliza Fielding 

Ron Ferrugiari 

Deborah Manno 

Rosemary DeMartino 

Perry Iannacone 

Donato Panessa 

Carol Gilroy 

Joan Cox 

Catherine Tamburino 

CarolAnn Alma 

Julia Fredereck 

Bernadette Sinnott 

Rosalie Grottola 

Mario Lotito 

Salvatore Rizzolo 

Tony Gallo 

Paul Beyer & Family 

Patricia Colier 

Vanessa Faith Probst 

Rocco 

John Gussmano 

Glenn Cording 

Judith Walsh 

Jeanne Calise 

Eileen Garbe 

Jennie Ocasio 

Teresa Smith 

Mary Pellegrino 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE  
Please pray for the following members of our parish 

community preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. 

 
First Time: 

 

Donald Losinuso & Joan Virera 
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
MONDAY, December 21 

Advent Weekday 
(Saint Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church) 

6:30 Victoria Trachte 

12:15 Raymond & Catherine Marko 

7:00 Devotions  

TUESDAY, December 22— 
Late Advent Weekday 

6:30 The Savastano Family 

12:15 Doris Chapter 

7:00  Confessions 

WEDNESDAY, December 23—    

Late Advent Weekday 

6:30 Lorraine Haase 

12:15 Eugene Walsh 

12:45 No Exposition 

THURSDAY, December 24— 

Late Advent Weekday 

6:30 Mascio Salvatore & Filmena Daltorio 

 No 12:15 Mass today 

Vigil for The Nativity of the Lord 

(Christmas) 

5:00 For the People of the Parish 

8:00 Dominick Sheehan 

12:00 For the Soul of Grezegorz Jablonski 

FRIDAY, December 25 

The Nativity of the Lord 

(Christmas) 

 No 6:30 Mass on Christmas Day 

8:00 Christmas Spiritual Bouquet 

9:30 Christmas Spiritual Bouquet 

11:00 Christmas Spiritual Bouquet 

12:30 Christmas Spiritual Bouquet 

 No 5:00 Mass on Christmas Day 

SATURDAY, December 26—  

Saint Stephen, The First Martyr 

8:00  Perpetual Help Mass Intentions (p. 17) 

4:00 –
4:45 

Confessions 

Vigil for  
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 

5:00 Michelle Quevedo 

Sunday, December 27— 
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 

6:30 The Savastano Family 

8:00 For the People of the Parish 

9:30 Eva Sciara 

11:00 Dominick DeGirolamo 

12:30 Enthronement of Jesus Christ as King of 
Poland & all Nations 

5:00 Michael Ruggiero 

MEETINGS FOR THE WEEK 

December 20, 2015 

Monday, December 21, 2015 

9:00 a.m. St. Vincent de Paul Room 24 

12:00p.m. Retired Knights Gathering Cafeteria 

7:00 p.m. Devotions Church 

Tuesday, December 22, 2015 

2–6:00p.m. Church  Closed for Cleaning Church 

4:00 p.m. CYO Cheerleading Auditorium 

4:30 p.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal Church 

7:00 p.m. Scouting Ministry Room15 

7:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal Church 

7:30 p.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal Church 

7:45 p.m. Community of Praise Room 16 

8:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous  Cafeteria 

Wednesday, December 23, 2015 

9:00 a.m. St. Vincent de Paul Room 24 

1:00 p.m. Decorate Church Church 

2:30 p.m. Legion of Mary Room 24 

7:00 p.m. Homeless Van Ministry Room 13 

7:30 p.m. Boy Scouts  Cafeteria 

Thursday, December 24, 2015 

   

Friday, December 25, 2015 

   

Saturday, December 26, 2015 

8:00 a.m. No Level 1- 5 Classes School 

1:00 p.m. CYO Basketball Auditorium 

6:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Church 

8:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Cafeteria 

Sunday, December 27, 2015 

1:00 p.m. CYO Basketball Auditorium 

1:30 p.m. Junior Legion of Mary Room 24 

2:00 p.m. Baptisms Church 

6:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Church 

7:00 p.m. Prayers for Peace Church 

8:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Cafeteria 

ALL OFFICES CLOSED 

AND ACTIVITIES CANCELLED FOR 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

CHRISTMAS 

(RECTORY CLOSES AT 12 NOON) 

ALL OFFICES CLOSED 

AND ACTIVITIES CANCELLED FOR 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

CHRISTMAS  

(RECTORY CLOSED) 
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WEEKLY OFFERING UPDATE 

Dec. 12/13, 2015 

Mass Time Attendance # of 

Envelopes 

Weekly  

Collection 

5:00 p.m. 384 150 $3,459.00 

6:30 a.m. 92 33 1,107.00 

8:00 a.m. 285 100 2,474.00 

9:30 a.m. 434 118 2,449.00 

11:00 a.m. 430 141 3,576.00 

12:30 p.m. 295 85 2,023.00 

5:00 p.m. 228 46 1,522.50 

Total coin:   25.29 

Mail-ins:   375.00 

Children’s   25 94.20 

Faith Direct   1,979.25 

TOTAL 2,148 698 $19,084.24 

2014 TOTAL 2,064 427 $18,122.38 

Candles   $939.10 
Poor Box   $415.13 
Immaculate 

Conception 
  $4,627.97 

December 20, 2015 

SUPPORT OUR 

 BULLETIN ADVERTISERS! 
 

Did you know that the OLPH bulletin is printed 

free of charge each week? Not only that, our parish 

receives a part of the advertising commission. So 

please frequent the fine establishments that ad-

vertise in our bulletin! 
 

If your business could use a shot in the arm, con-

sider advertising in the bulletin. Each week, nearly 
two thousand people attend Mass at OLPH, most 

of whom live and shop in the Lindenhurst area, 
receive or view our bulletin online. It’s an easy 
way to reach thousands of area families with infor-

mation about your business. 
 

For more information on how to advertise in our bul-

letin, call The Church Bulletin Company at 

631.249.4994. 

AS A REMINDER 
 

ALL 2015 pledges 
For the Catholic Ministries Appeal  

must be paid-up by 
December 31st, 2015 

to ensure that OLPH receives 
the benefit of the rebate.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Are you watching… 

INSIGHT? 
Msgr. Joe’s television show INSIGHT, which he 

co-hosts with Bishop Robert Brennan and Bishop 
Nelson Pérez, can be seen airing weekly on Tel-
ecare, channel 29 on Cablevision, on these days:  

Mondays at 8:30 p.m.  

Tuesdays at 10:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays at 11:00 p.m. 

Fridays at 9:00 p.m. 

Saturdays at 10:00 p.m. 

FINAL SUPER 72 DRAWING 

for 2015 
December is our last drawing for the Super 72 

game for 2015.  The next  drawing is in January 

which  runs from January through June, 2016.  All 
tickets for the game ending now will be destroyed. 

SO….you must purchase new tickets for the 2016 

game.  It’s still $40 per ticket BUT if you purchase 

two for $80 you get a third for free.  Tickets can be 

purchased at the Rectory office or at Johnston’s 

Funeral Home. 
 
The December winners will be published here in 

the bulletin next weekend. 
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1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 
Even in ancient societies, the elderly who became ill in body or mind 
were no longer treated with respect, but were seen by younger family 
members as economically and socially burdensome. But as the author 
continually reminds God’s people, they are to practice the ways of the 
Lord and not the cultural norms of the world. The Lord in turn promis-

es the greatest possible blessing and grace for our faithfulness under all 
circumstances:  the forgiveness of our sins. An elderly childless woman 
was considered cursed by God and useless even in Hebrew society.      
Such was the plight of Hannah.  But the Lord’s true regard for this 
faithful woman is shown in the abundance of His blessing.  He heard 
her prayer and granted her Samuel:  the last of the Hebrew Judges and 
the first of the major prophets. 
 

Colossians 3:12-21 
The Christian life is one that is lived in response to the Gospel—the 
Good News of God’s great love for us embodied in the gift of His Son. 
Christians are to "put on" certain characteristics so that they live these 
qualities, not merely "have" them. Not merely traits, but actions define 
Christian living. As Christ lived, so we are to live. 
 

Luke 2:41-52 
This story’s concern with an incident from Jesus’ youth is unique in 
the canonical gospel tradition. With this episode, the infancy narrative 
ends just as it began, in the setting of the Jerusalem temple. In Jesus’ 
speaking of God as His Father, He defines His life and its purpose in 
terms which no one who knew Him could possibly understand—not 
even Mary and Joseph. 
 

Readings for the Week 
Take time each day to read the daily readings of the Church. 

Gospel Reflection Questions…. 
After reading next Sunday’s readings 

and Gospel, take some time to pray on 

them before you come to Mass. Use the 

questions below to aid your reflection. 

 

1. Either of the options for the 
first reading speak about the 

powerful relationship between 
parents and children. This de-

votion and commitment images 
the Father's love not only for 

the Son but for each one of us. 
Can you think of a recent time 
you encountered the love and 

devotion of God in your own 
life? 

 
2. Love is a theme that shows it-

self in all three of the options for 
today's second reading. The read-
ing from Colossians, one of the 

three options for this reading, de-
scribes numerous characteristics 

that we are to "put on."  As we 
prepare for a new year,  which of 

these characteristics can you "put 
on" a little more in the year 
ahead? 

 
3. Imagine Mary and Joseph as 

you pray with the Gospel.  The 
anxiety and fear associated with 

losing someone we love can be 
overwhelming. Yet they do what 
needs to be done to bring their 

son home. Think of someone in 
your own family who may be 

lost. Are you doing all you can to 
bring them home?  

Monday, December 21, 2015: 

Song of Songs 2:8-14 
+ Luke 1:39-45 

 

Tuesday, December 22, 2015: 

1 Samuel 1:24-28 + Luke 1:46-56 

 

Wednesday, December 23, 2015: 

Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24 
+ Luke 1:57-66 

Thursday, December 24, 2015:  

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 

+ Luke 1:67-79 

Friday, December 25, 2015:  

Isaiah 52:7-10 + Hebrews 1:1-6 
+ John 1:1-18 

 

Saturday, December 26, 2015: 

Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 

+ Matthew  10:17-22 
 

Sunday, December 27, 2015 

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 

+ Colossians 3:12-214-7 

+ Luke 2:41-52 

Preparing for December 27, 2015 
 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 
 

"Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways."   
Psalm 128  

December 20, 2015 
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