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Our Lady of Perpetual Help ChurchOur Lady of Perpetual Help ChurchOur Lady of Perpetual Help ChurchOur Lady of Perpetual Help Church 
              210 South Wellwood Avenue +  Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +        

Telephone:  631-226-7725  + Fax: 631-225-9597 +  
www.olphlindenhurst.org  + Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 
“Say to those whose hearts are frightened: 
Be strong, fear not!  Here is your God, 

he comes with vindication; 
with divine recompense he comes to save you.”               

Isaiah 35:4 
 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 11, 2016 

COME IN AND PRAY…COME IN AND PRAY…COME IN AND PRAY…COME IN AND PRAY…    
Our church is open 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. seven 
days a week, except for Thursdays when it closes 

after the 12:15 p.m. Mass for cleaning. 
Come in and spend some time in prayer.    

    

MASS SCHEDULEMASS SCHEDULEMASS SCHEDULEMASS SCHEDULE    
Monday – Friday 

  6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 
Saturday Morning: 

8:00 a.m.  
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.  

Sunday Masses:   
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.,  
12:00 p.m. & 5:00 p.m. 

  
LITURGY OF THE HOURSLITURGY OF THE HOURSLITURGY OF THE HOURSLITURGY OF THE HOURS    

We pray Evening Prayer each Saturday and 
Sunday after the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  

We pray Daytime Prayer each Wednesday 
at 1:50 p.m. 

    

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATIONSACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATIONSACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATIONSACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION    
Monday – Friday following the 12:15 p.m. Mass. 

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available by 

making an appointment with one of our priests.    
    

OLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONSOLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONSOLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONSOLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONS    
Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Church  

(unless otherwise announced) 
    

ADORATION OF THE ADORATION OF THE ADORATION OF THE ADORATION OF THE     

BLESSED SACRAMENTBLESSED SACRAMENTBLESSED SACRAMENTBLESSED SACRAMENT    
Monday Evening: after OLPH Novena Devotions 

Wednesday: 12:45 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

First Saturday: 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURSPARISH OFFICE HOURSPARISH OFFICE HOURSPARISH OFFICE HOURS    
210 S. Wellwood Avenue, Lindenhurst 

Monday- Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday:  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
Sunday:  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

PASTORAL STAFF  PASTORAL STAFF  PASTORAL STAFF  PASTORAL STAFF      
Pastor: Reverend Monsignor Joseph DeGrocco 

Parochial Vicars: Reverend Fidelis Ezeani, Reverend Frank Zero 
Deacons: Deacon William Crosby, Deacon Douglas G. Smith, Deacon Robert A. Becker 

Business Manager: Mr. Martin Kenny 
Director of Faith Formation: Mrs. April Kleinlaut 

Music Director: Mr. Christopher Ferraro 
————————–————————————————————————-— 

Pastor Emeritus: Reverend Monsignor Daniel S. Hamilton 
Deacon Frank Odin, Retired  
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December 11, 2016 

LESSONS & CAROLS 
In the peak of winter darkness, we gathered in the quiet church, with candles lit from the Peace Light 
originating from the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, to hear the Scriptures and beautiful music of 
Advent. Based on the traditional service from Kings College, Cambridge, OLPH parish added its own 
touch, with readers of all ages and music led by the adult choir, youth band, youth choir, cantors, and 
instrumentalists. The assembly was as much a part of this service 
as the choirs and joined in singing the great hymns of Advent. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Thank you, Michael Ryan, for the great photos. 

THE CHRISTMAS SEASON AT OLPH 

Christmas Eve  
Saturday,  December 24 

 

5:00 p.m. and 12:00 Midnight Mass 
Christmas Carols begin at 4:30  & 11:15 p.m. 

      Christmas Day  
Sunday, December 25 

 

8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. 
 and 12:00 Noon 

 

The 5:00 p.m. Mass will not be 
celebrated on Christmas Day. 

Solemnity of Mary, 
the Holy Mother of God 

 

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 
 

        Vigil of Solemnity 
      Saturday, December 31, 2016 

5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 
8:00 a.m.,10:00 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
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December 11, 2016 

 

THIS TUESDAY,  
DECEMBER 13th 

7:30 p.m.  
 

 

Bishop Andrzej Zglejszewski,Bishop Andrzej Zglejszewski,Bishop Andrzej Zglejszewski,Bishop Andrzej Zglejszewski, 
Auxiliary Bishop of Rockville Centre, 

Presiding   
 

           A perfect way to prepare for the Lord during these Advent days is to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation!  We’re having a special Parish Communal 
Penance Service with Individual Confession and Absolution Tuesday, December 13 at 
7:30 p.m. Bishop Andrzej Zglejszewski, Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Rockville 
Centre, will be our guest presider and preacher to lead us in prayer for this liturgy. Bishop 
Andrzej is a dynamic and engaging preacher who will come with a great message of hope 
and inspiration. 
           At this service we will pray a Liturgy of the Word together, led by Bishop Andrzej, 
so that together we can hear the invitation to God’s mercy and draw strength from one an-
other’s prayer as we acknowledge our common need to be healed and forgiven. Then we 
will have the opportunity to go to individual confession and receive absolution. 
          What great grace and blessings we will find in this beautiful Penance Service!  Make 
sure you give yourself the gift of being there! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Individual Confessions: 

Monday through Friday—Following the 12:15 p.m. Mass 
 

Saturdays - 4:00 p.m. to  4:45 p.m. 
(Confessions will be 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. on December 17th.) 

 

Tuesday, December 20 - 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 

THERE ARE NO CONFESSIONS ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 

PARISH ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE  
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December 11, 2016 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT SIGN UP! 
Name__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone # _______________________________ E-mail_____________________@____________ 
Grade _________ 
 
___My child is interested in having a speaking role! 
 
___I (parent/guardian) can help at the rehearsals and at the Pageant. 
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

December 11, 2016 

Third Sunday of Advent 
    We continue our journey through these hope- 
filled days of longing and preparation as we cele-
brate the Third Sunday of Advent this weekend. 
This Third Sunday of Advent marks an important 
point in our season. At the end of this week, on Sat-
urday, December 17, we begin the “second phase” 
of Advent, when we turn our attention more specifi-
cally toward the celebration of the Nativity of the 
Lord. This was alluded to in the Prayer after Com-
munion for this Sunday’s Mass, when we prayed, 
“We implore your mercy, Lord, that this divine sustenance 
may cleanse us of our faults and prepare us for the coming 

feasts.” (As a side note: this year, with Christmas on 
a Sunday, we celebrate the longest possible Advent 
we can―even the last week of Advent next week is a 
full week of Advent!) 
    It is Advent joy that is the overwhelming and 
prominent characteristic of the Third Sunday of Ad-
vent, which is also known as Gaudete Sunday. Some 
expressions of that joy can be found in the lighting of 
the rose-colored candle on the Advent wreath and by 
the rose-colored vestments the priest and deacon 
might wear. This theme of joy is especially evident 
in this Sunday’s first reading, as the prophet Isaiah 
notes how “the desert and the parched land will ex-
ult” and how they will “rejoice with joyful song.” 
The reading goes on to say that as God comes to 
save us, “sorrow and mourning will flee” as “those 
whom the Lord has ransomed will return and enter 
Zion singing, crowned with everlasting joy.” It 
might be a good spiritual exercise in the week ahead 
to reflect on the presence of joy in your life: what 
makes you joyful, and what should you be joyful 
(and thankful!) about in your life, because of the gifts 
God has given you? 
    Elsewhere in this bulletin we have a special 
insert for the Third Week of Advent, and, as I hope 
you have been doing for the previous two weeks, I 
hope you will refer to those pages and use them as a 
basis for your Advent prayer and spiritual reflections 
throughout the upcoming week. 
 
Thank you for a great Lessons and Carols! 
    I would be remiss if I did not offer words of 
praise and gratitude to all who were involved with, 
and responsible for, our parish’s celebration of Les-
sons and Carols two Friday nights ago. What an 
outstanding and magnificent spiritual experience it 
was! All who were there were deeply moved by the 
beautiful Advent music that was sung and the uplift-
ing Scriptures that were proclaimed. Many thanks 
go to all in our music ministry who provided such a 

wonderful evening for the parish, and to others who 
served and assisted to make the event so prayerful 
and reverent. Special thanks go to Chris Ferraro, our 
Director of Music, who pulled it all together with his 
usual class and expertise. 
 
Parish Advent Penance Service this Tuesday night 

I do hope you will give yourself a treat and 
come to our special Advent Parish Penance Service 
this Tuesday night, December 13, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
church. 

Anyone who comes to a communal Penance 
Service knows what a beautiful and moving experi-
ence it is. The highlight, of course, is the opportunity 
to individually celebrate the Sacrament of Reconcili-
ation and receive absolution. However, that celebra-
tion of reconciliation takes place within the context 
of a very powerful liturgy of readings, songs, prayers 
and preaching. We have invited Bishop Andrzej 
Zglejszewski to preside and preach at this service, so 
we can expect some enriching and dynamic preach-
ing. There’s something very touching and stirring 
about a communal prayer service to pray for pen-
ance and reconciliation; hearts are moved and the 
experience of God’s love, tenderness and mercy is 
palpable because of the prayers of everyone gath-
ered. It is the perfect way to celebrate the gift of 
God’s forgiveness as our sins are absolved through 
the ministry of the Church as present in the ministry 
of the priest, and it’s a truly amazing way to joyfully 
prepare the way of the Lord this Advent season. I’ll 
look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Christmas Pageant this Friday night 
     This Friday night, December 16, is our an-
nual Christmas Pageant, run under the auspices of 
our Family Life Ministry, and involving mainly 
(though not exclusively!) children of the parish. This 
is always such a fun-filled and heart-warming 
presentation, and I thoroughly enjoy being a part of 
it each year. It starts at 7:00 in the church, so be sure 
to set the night aside to join us. 

 
Brick Memorialization along the walkway to the 
Blessed Mother 

As we continue to go through the process of 
getting the first set of memorialized bricks installed, 
we are also beginning Phase Two of the brick me-
morialization. 

More bricks continuing along the walkway 
to the Blessed Mother statue are available for memo-
rialization. This brick memorialization is an im-
portant fund raiser for OLPH and will be a big help 
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in maintaining financial stability. It’s a great way to 
memorialize your prayer intention, especially for a 
deceased loved one. Please be generous in your sup-
port of this brick memorialization campaign, and 
feel free to spread the word to anyone and everyone; 
you don’t have to be a parishioner at OLPH (you 
don’t even have to be Catholic!) to have a brick me-
morialized. The form is available elsewhere in this 
bulletin, on our website, and at the rectory. 

 
Time for Confessions changed for this coming Saturday, 
December 17 

 If for some reason you are unable to attend 
the Advent Penance Service on Tuesday night and 
were planning to go to Confession on Saturday, 
please note the times for Confessions on Saturday, 
December 17, have been changed. Confessions will 
be heard 3:00-4:30 p.m. on that day. Please also note 
that there will be no Confessions heard on the fol-
lowing Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve. 

 
Bambinelli Sunday—Bring your figure of the Christ 
Child to be blessed at all Masses December 17-18 

  It’s next Sunday ― OLPH’s celebration of 
“Bambinelli Sunday.” “Bambinelli Sunday” is the 
custom of bringing the figure of the Christ Child 
from your crèche (Nativity scene) at home and hav-
ing it blessed in church. Remember to bring your 
figure of the Christ Child from your home Nativity 
scene to Mass next weekend, the weekend of De-
cember 17-18, the Fourth Sunday of Advent. What a 
great way to mark Late Advent Time and to connect 
your home celebration of Advent and Christmas 
with your celebration at Mass! 

 
“Happy Holidays”??? 

 I hope I’m not becoming too much of a cur-
mudgeon, but there is a thought I would like to share 
with you. I have been struck lately by the number of 
people who wish me “Happy Holidays.” Now, don’t 
worry, I’m not going to go on a tirade, but it did give 
me pause to think about something, and I hope you 
will think about it too. 

 I get the point about inclusivity, and how 
not everyone celebrates Christmas, and how we need 
to be sensitive to diversity, and so on. Maybe the 
wish of “Happy Holidays” is OK for folks and busi-
nesses and other entities in the so-called “secular 
world” who want to be sensitive to people who do 
not celebrate Christmas; fair enough. What sparked 
my interest was that it was Catholics who were say-
ing to me (who they know to be a priest!) “Happy 
Holidays.” Hmmm… 

 I do believe there is a true and concerted 
effort in certain currents to totally eliminate any hint 

of religiosity from culture and society, especially in 
our public schools; I believe the tendency to erase 
objective truth and spiritual values from public dis-
course to be a real and dangerous one. How we as 
believing Catholics should fight that “culture war” is 
a topic best left for another day; right now my con-
cern is more among us as fellow-believers and fel-
low-Catholic Christians. 

 Now, of course I’m not saying that anyone 
who says “Happy Holidays” to me is a rank secular-
ist who is trying to obliterate the religious meaning 
of Christmas! Of course not! I appreciate and am 
grateful for your good wishes to me. However, I can-
not get past the fact that words matter. Language has 
power. I simply want to raise the question for our 
reflection: why is it that we unconsciously adopt the 
language and world-view of secularism by repeating 
the non-descript “Happy Holidays” to each other as 
Catholic Christians when we know that we celebrate 
the religious holiday of Christmas? Therefore, what 
I’m suggesting is this: when we are extending holi-
day wishes to someone who we know is Christian, 
let’s be sure to use the religious terminology that ex-
presses the true meaning of what we celebrate, rather 
than using the secular (and consumerist, profit-
driven) terminology that is devoid of any real con-
tent. Let’s be sure to say to Christians “Happy Ad-
vent” now and “Merry Christmas” in a couple of 
weeks (and, for that matter, “Happy Hanukkah” to 
Jews). Let’s affirm the true meaning of what the holi-
day is, which is religious. Just as important, let’s 
train our children to do the same, especially since, in 
public schools, the stress to understand Christmas as 
a purely-secular holiday is very, very strong.  

 
In conclusion… 

 Together, let’s aim high in Christ. To-
gether, let’s bring out the best in each other. To-
gether, let’s be the best we can be in Christ. 

 And let’s always remember: LOVE IS 
A GIFT. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

December 11, 2016 
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BRINGING 

FORWARD 

THE OFFERINGS 

OF 

BREAD 

AND WINE 
 

      If the announced intention at Mass is 
for your intention, or if you have memori-
alized the bread and wine, and you would 
like to carry those offerings forward at the 
Presentation of the Gifts during Mass, 
please be sure to let the ushers know this 
before the Mass begins. They will be hap-
py to have you do this. If no one steps for-
ward to specifically request this, then they 
will select people from the assembly.  

Prayer for PeacePrayer for PeacePrayer for PeacePrayer for Peace 

In response to Bishop Murphy’s call for parishes to ur-
gently pray for peace because of all the unrest in the 
world, please join us for a special Holy Hour devoted 
to praying for world peace within our own country and 
throughout the world. This Holy Hour for Peace, with 
prayers focusing on the intention of peace, will be 
held on the second, third and fourth Sunday evenings 
of the month from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The Holy 
Hour of Reparation which has been held on the first 
Sunday of the month will continue every first Sunday 
evening as usual, with the prayers that are usually said 
for that first Sunday Holy Hour. 

 

This Holy Hour for Peace, with prayers focusing on 
the intention of peace, will be held on the second, 

third and fourth Sunday evenings of the month from 
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

Lord Jesus Christ,  
who are called the Prince of Peace, 

Who are yourself our peace  
and our reconciliation, 

Who so often said ‘Peace to you’, 
Grant us peace! 

Make all men and women witnesses 
of truth, justice and brotherly love. 

Banish from their hearts  
whatever might endanger peace. 
Enlighten our rulers that they may guarantee 

and defend the great gift of peace. 
May all peoples of the earth  
become as brothers and sisters. 

May longed-for peace blossom forth and reign always 
over us all. AMEN 

Mary, Queen of Peace, Pray for us! 
(Pope Saint John XXIII) 

PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

December 11, 2016 

NovenaNovenaNovenaNovena    
to Our Lady ofto Our Lady ofto Our Lady ofto Our Lady of    
Perpetual HelpPerpetual HelpPerpetual HelpPerpetual Help    

    

The Monday night Novena to 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help has 
been a longstanding OLPH tradi-
tion.  Each Monday, parishion-
ers pray to seek the help and as-
sistance of the Lord for healing, 

family, children and the needs of the world, seeking 
the intercession of the Blessed Mother.  Following the 
Novena prayers, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
takes place. The evening concludes with veneration of 
a relic of St. Catherine Laboure.  Take some time each 
Monday to join in the OLPH Novena. 
 

Monday, December 12—7:00 p.m. 

Monday, December 19—7:00 p.m. 

Monday, December 26—7:00 p.m. 

Please remember to pick up the pho-
tos displayed on the Altar of Remem-
brance last month.  There are still a 
number of photos left in 
the Sacristy.  Please see the 
Sacristan to pick up your 
photos.  Thank you for 
your cooperation. 

ALTAR OF REMEMBRANCE PHOTOS 
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

Evening Prayer 
All are invited to pray Evening 
Prayer on Saturdays and Sundays 
after the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  Here we 
pray the psalms, listen to the Word 
of God and give thanks to God for 
the blessings of the day.  Evening 
Prayer is usually about ten to fif-
teen minutes in length. 
 

So come and pray… 
 
 

Saturdays and Sundays 
After the 5:00 p.m. Mass 

 
“The Liturgy of the Hours is intended to become the 
prayer of the whole People of God. In it Christ himself 
‘continues his priestly work through his 
Church….Pastors of souls should see to it that the princi-
pal hours, especially Vespers (Evening Prayer)  are cele-
brated in common in church on Sundays and on the 
more solemn feasts.’” 

-Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1175  

August 28, 2016 December 11, 2016 

Christmas Spiritual Christmas Spiritual Christmas Spiritual Christmas Spiritual     
Bouquet CardsBouquet CardsBouquet CardsBouquet Cards    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join in the Mass intentions for the Masses of 
Christmas by using the Christmas Spiritual Bou-
quet cards which are now available throughout 
the church. These cards are a wonderful and 
meaningful way for you to remember your loved 
ones at Christmas and to have them prayed for at 
our Christmas Masses. Return the envelope with 
your donation in the collection basket or bring it 
to the rectory, and keep the card to send your 
Christmas Spiritual Bouquet. 

BAMBINELLI SUNDAY AT OLPHBAMBINELLI SUNDAY AT OLPHBAMBINELLI SUNDAY AT OLPHBAMBINELLI SUNDAY AT OLPH 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        We’ll again be celebrating our own 
“Bambinelli Sunday” here at OLPH on the 
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 17-
18. You are invited to bring to Mass that 
weekend your figure of the Christ Child 
from your home crèche (Nativity scene). 
We’ll offer a blessing of these figurines at all 
the Masses that weekend. Don’t forget to 
bring your Christ Child figure to Sunday 
Mass December 17-18! 

HELP 
DECORATE 

THE 
CHURCH 

FOR CHRISTMAS 
            We will be decorating the 
church for Christmas on Friday, 
December 23 at 1:00 p.m. We 
would love to have lots of folks 
come on down to pitch in. Why 
not join the fun and come down to 
help? It should not take much 
longer than an hour. We appreci-
ate whatever help you can give us. 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 11, 2016 

Lighting Your Advent Wreath 
During the Week 

Each day during the third week of Advent, at the evening meal, two pur-
ple candles and one pink candle are lighted. The following prayers ac-
company the lighting of the candles. 
All make the sign of the cross: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Someone at table reads the Scripture assigned to the liturgy of the day (one or both 
of the readings may be used). See the list of daily readings printed elsewhere in this 
bulletin. Then the Leader continues: 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

All respond: We lift them up to the Lord. 

The Leader prays: God, the Father of mercies, you willed your Son to take flesh, in order to give life 

back to us. Bless these your gifts with which we are about to nourish our bodies, so that, receiving 
new strength, we may wait in watchfulness for the glorious coming of Christ. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

********** 
After the meal, the Leader says: Let us live soberly, justly, and devoutly in this world as we wait in joyful 

hope for the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
All respond: For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  

 

 

 Thoughts to Ponder during Advent.... 
 

The weekdays from December 17 up to and including December 24 are ordered in a more direct way to preparing for 
the Nativity of the Lord. 

 — Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year and the Calendar 
  
Advent is the season of hope and longing.  Jesus is the One who fulfills our hopes and satisfies the longings of our 
hearts. As our hopes and longings intensify, even the prayer of the Church takes on a special sense of urgency. 

Throughout the world, Christians invoke Jesus’ coming by praying the “O Antiphons.” These short but powerful 
petitions use the ancient Messianic titles to describe who Jesus truly is and what He will do for His people. 
 
On December 17 pray:  “O Wisdom, O holy Word of God, you govern all creation with your strong yet tender 
care.  Come and show your people the way to salvation.” 
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O God, who see how your people faithfully await the feast of the 
Lord’s Nativity, enable us, we pray, to attain the joys of so great 
a salvation and to celebrate them always with solemn worship 
and glad rejoicing. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

  —Collect of the Mass for the Third Sunday of Advent 
 
 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, ever faithful to your promises 
and ever close to your Church: the earth rejoices in hope of the 
Savior's coming and looks forward with longing to his return at 
the end of time. Prepare our hearts and remove the sadness that hinders us from feeling the joy and 
hope which his presence will bestow, for he is Lord for ever and ever. Amen. 

  —Another prayer for the Third Sunday of Advent 
 

********** 
The glory of God is a living person and the life of each living person is the vision of God. 

  —Irenaeus of Lyons 
  Second century 

 
********** 

Our brokenness is the wound through which the full power of God can penetrate our being and 
transfigure us in God. Loneliness is not something from which we must flee but the place from where 
we can cry out to God, where God will find us and we can find God. Yes, through our wounds the 
power of God can penetrate us and become like rivers of living water to irrigate the arid earth within 
us. Thus we may irrigate the arid earth of others, so that hope and love are reborn. 

   —Jean Vanier 
 
Rise up, Lord, with mercy for Sion, for the time of mercy has come, the time has come at last. 

   —Cistercian liturgy 
 
In the annual celebration of the approaching birth of the Savior this solidarity with Christ will not 
only be recalled in memory, but indeed will be newly established and secured through the presence of 
the Lord. Every Christian celebration is indeed not just a remembrance and memorial, somewhat 
like an annual birthday celebration. Rather, the celebration of Christmas becomes a faith-filled and 
loving encounter with the Lord of salvation and thereby a true coming of the Messiah into our own 
time. Thus Advent is not just a make-believe play, a pious piece of devotional theater, but a true ap-
proach of the Lord. 

 — from The Key to Faith: Meditations on the Liturgical Year 
 by Adolf Adam 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 11, 2016 
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RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

NEW CATHOLICS WANTED and NEEDED!  NEW CATHOLICS WANTED and NEEDED!  NEW CATHOLICS WANTED and NEEDED!  NEW CATHOLICS WANTED and NEEDED!      
What about you?   Do you want to be baptized?  

Are you already baptized in another Christian church 
and want to become Catholic?  
What are you waiting for? 

 
 

 

We offer a  beautiful and life-giving process to join the Catholic Church and would love for you to be a part 
of it!  You will join with other women and men interested in becoming part of the Catholic faith. Together, 
led by members of our parish community, you will discover God’s call for you! 
 

We are hoping to form a new group of those interested in joining the Catholic Church.  We need you to reach 

out and invite someone you know who might be considering this and have them contact us here at OLPH! 
 

Would you like to share your faith with those discerning God’s call in their own hearts? To accompany another in this process 
not only aids those in this process of formation but transforms you as well.  For more information about adult process, contact 
Alice White at 631-201-9184 or e-mail to: Alicem9@icloud.com. For information about becoming part of our children’s pro-
cess, contact Jo-Ann Domanico at 631-884-5245 or email to lax1618@yahoo.com. 

 CONFIRMATION 
Are you an adult interested in receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation? 

 

If you are a baptized Catholic, but have not been fully initiated, we offer a process for those 
who desire to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.   
 
For adults who desire more information, contact Robert Becker at 631-226-6175 or e-mail to 
rabecker@optimum.net  For teenagers and their families who desire more information, contact 
the Faith Formation Office at 631.226.7725, x.251 or e-mail to religioused@oloph.org. 

ADULT CONFIRMATION 

        Last Sunday, December 4, at the 12:00 Noon Mass, we 
celebrated the Rite of Welcoming a Candidate for Reception 
into the Full Communion of the Catholic Church. Jeffrey 
Gaab, a baptized Lutheran who is now seeking to become a 
Roman Catholic, celebrated this first ritual in the process 
which begins his journey toward reception into the Catholic 
Church and his reception of Confirmation and Holy Commun-

ion at a future date. In the months ahead, Jeffrey will be in a process of formation which 
includes weekly sessions of Scripture sharing and catechesis, forming him in the Catholic 
faith. Since he does not yet profess the Catholic faith, Jeffrey will attend Mass each week 
with us and will share in the Liturgy of the Word, but then will be dismissed from that 
Mass after the Homily, to continue his formation in the Catholic faith. We look forward 
to the day in the future when Jeffrey will be received into the Catholic Church. Please 
pray for Jeffrey during his period of catechesis and formation, and offer him welcome 
and support if you see him at Mass. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW CANDIDATECONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW CANDIDATECONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW CANDIDATECONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW CANDIDATE    
FOR RECEPTION INTO THE CATHOLIC CHURCHFOR RECEPTION INTO THE CATHOLIC CHURCHFOR RECEPTION INTO THE CATHOLIC CHURCHFOR RECEPTION INTO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH    
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OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION 
Located in the school building 
Phone # 631.226.7725 x. 253 

Email: religioused@oloph.org 

Director: Mrs. April Kleinlaut 

(akleinlaut@oloph.org) 

April 3, 2016 

OFFICE HOURS: 

MONDAY: 11:00 a.m.  -  7:00 p.m. 

TUESDAY: 9:00 a.m.  -  2:00 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY: 2:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

THURSDAY: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY: 8:00 a.m.  - 1:00 p.m. 

December 11, 2016 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Feast Day: December 12th 

In the 16th century, Mary  
appeared to an Aztec Indian 
man named Juan Diego, 

speaking to him in his native 
tongue and asking that a 

church be built upon that very 
hill. Juan Diego saw Mary as 
God-bearer— pregnant with 

the Lord Jesus. Three times Juan Diego went to 
the Bishop asking for the church to built and 
speaking about Mary. Finally, Mary had Juan 
Diego gather beautiful roses, which had miracu-
lously grown in the winter. When he presented 
the roses to the Bishop, the tilma (cloak) in 
which he carried the flowers was emblazoned 
with an image of Mary. Despite the passing of 
hundreds of years, this image survives to this day 

and can be seen in Mexico.  
Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe, pray for us!  

Third Sunday of Advent:  

Gaudete Sunday  

INTERESTED IN SUBSTITUTE TEACHING? 
The Religious Education team is looking for catechists  

interested in acting as substitute teachers. Student teachers 
are also welcome and needed to assist our regular and  

substitute teachers. 

LOOKING AHEAD: CHRISTMAS RECESS 
No classes will take place starting December 21st (Wednesday). Classes will resume January 4th, 2017 
(Wednesday).  During this time, office hours will remain the same EXCEPT on Christmas Eve, when 

we will close at 12:00 p.m.  

 UPCOMING DATES 
 

Wednesday, December 14th  

Level 6 Penance Service: 5:30 p.m.  
 

Saturday, December 17th 

Level 5 Penance Service: ALL Level 5 students 
and parents report to the church at 11:00 a.m.  

 

Monday, December 19th 

Level 8 Confirmation Workbook: First Half Due  

LEVEL 8 STUDENTS LENDING A HELPING HAND  
For their Christian service, Level 8 students must assist at a parish event. Check out these photos!  
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul Society of St. Vincent de Paul Society of St. Vincent de Paul Society of St. Vincent de Paul      
Located in Room 24 of the School  

Use Parking Lot located 
on corner of Gates & High Streets 

 631.226.7725 x. 234 
The office is open:   

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
 9:00 a.m.—12:00 Noon 

 1st & 3rd Saturdays: 1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m. 
   In today’s Gospel Jesus tells us that the good news 
can be seen, touched, felt and heard through the lives of  
God’s people. We are now charged to take up the min-
istry of Jesus, but we can’t just ask people to take our 
word for it; our actions must speak for us.  

   Since Christmas is a time of love and gift giv-
ing, please share in Jesus’ ministry by giving a gift 
to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that those 
who are poor can know the good news of Jesus. 

NEW Food Pantry List! 
 

SHELF-STABLE MILK 
COFFEE 

TOOTHPASTE 
TOOTHBRUSHES 
PAPER TOWELS 

NAPKINS 
SOAP 

TOILET PAPER 
 

Please bring your donations to the St. VdP office: 
Monday, Wednesday or Friday 9:00 a.m.—12:00 Noon 
or 1st & 3rd Saturday 1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m. or drop off 

on the sanctuary steps in the church. 

Thank you for your continued generosity.    

Cut out this list and take it to the store! 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 

� Blue Door Thrift Boutique: Tricia Buckley—631.561.5790—thebluedoor@oloph.org 

� Catholics for the Freedom of Religion:  Marie Foster—631.592.1509—cffr@oloph.org  

� Community Meal: Gigi Gracey—631.943.0095—gigigracey1962@gmail.com—Deborah McDonald -516.662.2529—Dnk875@aol.com 

� Golden Age Society: Dolores Barone—631.957.3432 

� Homeless Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com—Peggy Pannullo—631. 921.5994—justin97@aol.com 

� Hospital Visitors: Peter O’Neill—631-226-6340—oneillp@optonline.net 

� Middle Ages: Gail Tonnessen—631.957.1449—gtonness@optonline.net 

� Nursing Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com 

� Respect Life Committee: Louise Perrotta—631.412.3831—louiseperrotta@optonline.net 

� St. Bernard League: Kristine Doyle—631.804.3466—Kristine Kelly—631-412-5629—stbernardleague@oloph.org 

� St. Vincent de Paul Society: Deborah Deasy—631.226.7725, x. 234 

� Senior Moments/Spirituality: Fran Grasso—631.956.3003—sixfingers13@gmail.com 

� Special Needs Ministry: Jessica Becker—631.226.6175—jbecker@oloph.org—Caroline Grogan— 631.225.7688—straightclaw@optonline.net 

† A LIVING MEMORIAL 
 

THANK YOU!!! The Society of St. Vincent de Paul OLPH Confer-
ence wishes to thank those who have supported our Living Memorial 
Card program.  To date, your donations have amounted to over $4,000 
which is used to offer person-to-person service to the needy and suffering 
within our parish.   
Memorial donation envelopes are available on the pew ledges, in the 
SVDP Food Pantry (M-W-F, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon and 1st & 3rd Satur-
days, 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.) or at the Rectory.  A beautiful memorial card 
acknowledging your donation is sent to the bereaved. 

Please contact Janet Hume at the SVDP Office at 631-226-7725 X 234 for further information. 

December 11, 2016 
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HOMELESS MINISTRYHOMELESS MINISTRYHOMELESS MINISTRYHOMELESS MINISTRY    
    

FOOD PREPARERSFOOD PREPARERSFOOD PREPARERSFOOD PREPARERS 
We are always in need of individuals, families and 
groups to prepare a light meal and/or soup for our 
weekly runs. Can you help us? Contact Regina Muir at 
631.226.2709 or e-mail to rmuir11@aol.com. You as-
sist when you can—usually once every other month!    
    

DONATIONSDONATIONSDONATIONSDONATIONS    
We are in need of the following items: 

   
  Men’s underwear – L, XL  

hoodies - M, L, XL 
sweat tops - M. L, XL 
sweat pants - M, L, XL 
sneakers - 10, 11, 12, 13 
socks 

 
Toiletries:  
  Lotion not more than 1 oz.  
     Shampoo – travel size – not larger than 3 oz.  
     Small packs of tissues  
 

Granola bars 
Cup-of-soup 
 

Before you throw out or recycle those plastic 
grocery bags please consider leaving them for us 
to use to distribute items to the homeless. 
 
If it is easier, we can always use Kmart gift cards (and 
the like) or financial donations, and we'll do the shop-
ping. 
 

Donations can be dropped off at the Parish Office from 
9:00 a.m.—9:00 p.m. daily and 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 
on the weekends. 

    

MIDDLE AGESMIDDLE AGESMIDDLE AGESMIDDLE AGES    
Are you in your late 40s, 50s, or early 60s?  

Are you looking to meet others your age for times of 
spirituality, socializing and social action?  

 

Our next gathering is  
 

Tuesday, December 13 
at 7:00 p.m.  

Wrapping Party for the Veterans Christmas gifts:  
please bring extra scissors, tissue paper and gift 
bags. 

 

The meetings will be held in Room 24 of the 
“new” school (use large parking lot).  
 
 

Call Gail Tonnessen at 631-957-1449 or email her at 
gtonness@optonline.net 
 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY Happenings 

COMMUNITY MEAL MINISTRY 

 

OLPH’s Community Meal Ministry has served hundreds of meals to members 
of our parish community. Generally held on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each 
month, the Community Meal seeks to provide a place of good food, good fel-
lowship and good times for all who come!  

 

Our next Community Meal is 
Sunday, December 18th 

Come and pray with us at the 12:00 p.m. Mass 
then join us for “Sunday Dinner” at 1:00 p.m. 

December 11, 2016 
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OUR ADVENT GIVING TREE 
 

 
 

 

 
 

December 11, 2016 

ALL GIFTS MUST BE RETURNED THIS 
WEEKEND! 

All gifts should have the identifica-
tion tag attached and be returned 
no later than this weekend—
Sunday, December 10/11. 
If you have any questions, 
please contact Diane Ronessi at  
dronessi@verizon.net 
or 631.225.4115. 
 

Gifts for St. Vincent de Paul (green 
tags) should be wrapped.  
All other gifts should not be wrapped. 

The First Sunday of  Advent began our new liturgical year.  During the Children's Liturgy of  
the Word Msgr. Joe reminded us that Advent is a time of  waiting and a chance to prepare our 
hearts for the coming of  Jesus.  The Children's Liturgy of  the Word is celebrated at the 10:00 
a.m. Mass each Sunday for children in first grade and older. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF THE FIRST SUNDAY OF THE FIRST SUNDAY OF THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENTADVENTADVENTADVENT    

To see more photos and to keep up on other ministries check out the OLPH Facebook page. 
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EL MINISTERIO ISPANO DE NUESTRA SEÑORA DEL PERPETUO SOCORRO, 
El grupo de oración “Jesús es el camino la verdad y la vida” le invita a alabar y glorificar al PADRE, al HIJO, y al ESPIRI-
TU SANTO, todos los jueves de 7:00 PM  en adelante en un ambiente familiar. Comenzando con el Santo Rosario. Le ofre-
cemos el cuidado de los niños, también les ensenamos la doctrina de la iglesia. 
 

Todos los martes llevamos el Santo Rosario a los hogares para orar en familia. Familias interesadas favor llamar a Virginia 
Constantino al (631) 957-1149 
 

Para información sobre los sacramentos de El bautizo, Matrimonio y servicios pastorales, tales como llevarle la Eucaristía 
los enfermos, la última unción de los enfermos. 
 

Las charlas de bautizo se llevan a cabo cada segundo y cuarto domingo del mes, los padres interesados en bautizar a sus hi-
jos deben atender a una serie de charlas. Estas charlas son cada primer y tercer lunes del mes 
Para más información llamar a la rectoría (631) 226-7725.  En español a Alejandro Campos teléfono (631) 671-9257 correo 
electrónico saitjoseph98@gmail.com 
 

Reflexiones de las lecturas del Cuarto Domingo de Adviento del 2016  

Pidamos a Dios que nos dé un lugar cálido para su Hijo en nuestros corazones y en nuestras vidas 
A todos ustedes, amados y llamados por Dios a ser santos y consagrados, la gracia y la paz de parte de Dios nues-
tro Padre y de Jesucristo el Señor permanezca en sus corazones. (Rom.1, 7) 
 

Primera Lectura (Isaías  7,10-14): Su nombre, Dios-con-Nosotros 
En una emergencia nacional, Dios ofrece un signo de que salvará a su pueblo: Una joven dará a luz un hijo cuyo 
nombre, Emanuel, significa “Dios-está-con-nosotros”. Se ofrece el nacimiento de un niño como signo de esperan-
za. 
 
Segunda Lectura (Romanos 1,1-7): Jesús, Hijo de Dios y Descendiente de David 
Pablo profesa su fe en Cristo Jesús. Jesús es el Salvador anunciado por los profetas; es hombre, ya que es descen-
diente de David; y es Hijo de Dios y Señor nuestro resucitado, a quien pertenecemos. 
 
Evangelio (Mateo 1,18-24): Jesús Es Nuestro Dios-con-nosotros 
Mateo presenta al hijo que nacerá de María como el prometido “Emanuel – Dios-con-nosotros”-, porque es hijo 
de David por medio de José, su padre adoptivo, y nacido de la Virgen Madre María por obra del Espíritu Santo. 
 

Mateo 1,20-21: La aclaración del ángel y los dos nombres del hijo de María: Jesús y Emmanuel. 
“El ángel del Señor” ayuda a descubrir la dimensión más profunda de la vida y de los sucesos. Ayuda a hacer la 
radiografía de los acontecimientos y a percibir la llamada de Dios, que a ojos desnudos, no se percibe. El ángel 
hace entender a José que la preñez de María es fruto de la acción del Espíritu Santo. Dios mismo, el día de la 
creación, aleteaba sobre las aguas y llenaba de fuerza la palabra creadora de Dios (Génesis 1,2). En María aconte-
ce la nueva creación. Es el principio del nuevo cielo y de la nueva tierra, anunciados por Isaías (Isaias 65, 17). El 
hijo de María recibe dos nombres: Jesús y Emmanuel. Jesús significa “Yahvé salva”. La salvación no viene por 
las cosas que nosotros hacemos por Dios, sino por las que Dios hace por nosotros. Emmanuel significa “Dios 
con nosotros”. En la salida de Egipto, en el Éxodo, Dios baja junto al pueblo oprimido (Exodos 3, 8) y dice a 
Moisés: “Yo estaré contigo” (Éxodos 3,12) y desde aquel momento y después no abandona más a su pueblo. Los 
dos nombres, Jesús y Emmanuel, cumplen y superan la esperanza del pueblo. 
 
Padre de nuestro Señor Jesucristo: 
Danos el don de que tu Hijo renazca en nosotros 
como la fuente de nuestra vida y de nuestra esperanza.  
Que él nos alce de nuestra tristeza y desaliento y nos traiga 
su luz. Que nos dé la gracia de ser justos, dignos de con-
fianza, y gente de paz. 
Que venga él a todas las naciones, a cada hogar y a cada 
corazón, para que juntos con él te demos gloria y alabanza 
a ti, nuestro Dios en las alturas, ahora y por los siglos de los 
siglos. Amen... d 
 Catechist for the church of Lady Medal.  

EL MINISTERIO HISPANEL MINISTERIO HISPANEL MINISTERIO HISPANEL MINISTERIO HISPANOOOO    

December 11, 2016 
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PRAYING FOR AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER 
WE REMEMBERWE REMEMBERWE REMEMBERWE REMEMBER    

We remember those who have died in our parish 
community this week: 

 

Ann Powers Sleap 
Eleanor T. Svedi 
Andrew D’Agostino 
James Szegfu  

 
 

“O God, who through the ending of present things open up 
the beginning of things to come, grant, we pray, that the 
soul of your servant may be led to you to attain the 

inheritance of eternal redemption.” 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK     
& ANOINTING OF THE SICK& ANOINTING OF THE SICK& ANOINTING OF THE SICK& ANOINTING OF THE SICK    

    

Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as 
well as those in danger of death, should receive 
the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Parish Office and ask for one of our 
priests. 
 
If you or a family member are ill and wish to re-
ceive Holy Communion, please contact the parish 
office. One of our parish priests will come visit 
you and an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Com-
munity will then visit 
each week.  
 
We pray for the sick 
and the homebound 
of our parish at each 
and every Mass.  

GLUTEN-FREE HOSTS 
Gluten-free hosts are available for those with 
Celiac Disease who cannot receive Holy Com-
munion using the usual bread. If you need to 
receive Holy Communion using a gluten-free 
host, please stop in the sacristy before Mass to 
discuss this with the priest. We will be happy 
to accommodate you. 

WE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVE    
We pray for the sick of our parish… 

 
If a family member or close friend is ill, please let 
us know so our community can pray for them. To 
have your name or the name of a loved one listed 
in our parish bulletin, please call the Parish 
Office. Please make sure the person is aware the 
request has been made and that they are 
agreeable with their name printed in the 
bulletin.  

Have you returned your new 
census form and updated 

your parish registration 
information? 

December 11, 2016 

Eileen Henry   
Bonnie Rieger  
Alyssa Drenkalo  
Anthony Borelli  
Vance Viverito  
Fran Milo  
Sheila Kump 
Carmine Alesi 
Robert Walker  

William Decaneo 
Dominick Pane 

Wojciech Chojnacki 
Judith Walsh  

Catherine Tamburino  

James Quartuccio  
Rosemarie Collins 
Ryan Deleana   
John Gallagher  
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MASS INTENTIONS 

MONDAY, December 12—  
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

6:30 Francis Venezia 

12:15 John William Stoker 

TUESDAY, December 13—    
Saint Lucy, Virgin & Martyr 

6:30 Anthony Catalfomo 

12:15 Eusebio & Maria Gomes 

WEDNESDAY, December 14—    
Saint John of the Cross, 

Priest & Doctor of the Church 

6:30 Irene Solonchak 

12:15 Bertha & George Wagner 

THURSDAY, December 15— 
Advent Weekday 

6:30 James Kueble 

12:15 Robert Koudelka 

FRIDAY, December 16— 
Advent Weekday 

6:30 Jack Sagesser 

12:15 Robert Finn 

SATURDAY, December 17— 
Late Advent Weekday 

8:00  Matthew Cronin 

Vigil for  
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

5:00 John J. Casey 

Sunday, December 18 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

8:00 The Pecere Family 

10:00 For the People of the Parish 

12:00 Living & Deceased Members of the 
Christian Mother’s & Guild 

5:00 Michelle Quevedo 

7:30 Parish Penance Service 

PARISH CALENDAR 
Monday, December  12, 2016 

9:00 a.m. St. Vincent de Paul/Food Pantry Room 24 

2:30 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul Business Meeting Room 24 

7:00 p.m. Devotions Church 

7:00 p.m. Level 8 Classes School 

Tuesday, December  13, 2016 

9:00 a.m. Senior Moments Room 24 

4:00 p.m. CYO Cheerleading Auditorium 

5:30 p.m. Rehearsal Christmas Pageant Church  

6:45 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Cafeteria 
7:00 p.m. Middle Ages Room 24 

7:30 p.m. Spanish Board Meeting Room 18 

8:00 p.m. Community of Praise – Cancelled Room 16 

Wednesday, December 14, 2016 

9:00 a.m. St. Vincent de Paul/Food Pantry Room 24 
12:45 p.m. Exposition Church 
2:00 p.m. Legion of Mary Business Meeting Room 24 

5:30 p.m. Level 6 Penance Service  Church 
6:00 p.m. Van Run Room 10 

7:30 p.m. Level 7 Classes  School 

Thursday, December 15, 2016 

1– 5 p.m. Church closed for cleaning Church 

4:00 p.m. CYO Cheerleading Auditoriu
4:30 p.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal Room 16 
5:30 p.m. Christmas Pageant Rehearsal Church 

7:00 p.m. Spanish Prayer Group  Cafeteria 
7:30 p.m. Baptismal Prep Class for Parents Room 16 

Friday, December 16, 2016 

9:00 a.m. St. Vincent de Paul/Food Pantry Room 24 
7:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant Church 

Saturday, December 17, 2016 
8:00, 10:00 
& 11:00 a.m. 

Levels 1— 4 Classes 
Level 5 Penance Service (11:00 a.m.) 

School 
Church 

1:00 p.m. CYO Basketball Auditorium 

1:30 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul Room 24 

4:00 p.m. Confessions Church 
6:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Church 

7:30 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Cafeteria 

Sunday, December  18, 2016 
10:00 a.m. RCIA Church 
10:00 a.m. RCIC Room 18 
11:00 a.m. Adult Choir Church 
1:00 p.m. Community Meal Cafeteria 
1:30 a.m. Junior Legion of Mary Room 24 

1:00 p.m. CYO Basketball Auditoriu
6:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Church 

7:00 p.m. Holy Hour for Peace Church 
8:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Cafeteria 

7:30 p.m. Parish Penance Service Church 

December 11, 2016 
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  AND CONTACT INFORMATIONIMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  AND CONTACT INFORMATIONIMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  AND CONTACT INFORMATIONIMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  AND CONTACT INFORMATION    

Parish Phone: (631) 226-7725  Parish Fax: (631) 225-9597 
Directory of Phone Extensions    

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISMTHE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISMTHE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISMTHE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM    

Baptism ceremonies are held on the second and fourth Sundays of the month. 
Parents wishing to have a child baptized must attend a baptism preparation ses-
sion before the baptism; these sessions are held on the first and third Thursdays 
of the month excluding holidays. Contact the Parish Office to begin the process 
of having your child baptized. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICKPASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICKPASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICKPASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICK    

Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as well as those in danger of death, 
should receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please call the Parish 
Office and ask for one of our priests.    
    

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTSCHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTSCHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTSCHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS    

Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have been baptized in another Christian 
faith and wish to become Catholic, or who have been baptized Catholic and 
wish to be confirmed and receive Holy Communion, are invited to join the pro-
cess of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Please contact Alice White at 
631-805-2133 or e-mail at Alicem9@icloud.com to begin the process. 
    

ADULT CONFIRMATIONADULT CONFIRMATIONADULT CONFIRMATIONADULT CONFIRMATION    

Adults who have been baptized Catholic and who have received Holy Commun-
ion but who still need the Sacrament of Confirmation should enroll in our Adult 
Confirmation Classes. Please contact Deacon Robert Becker at 631-226-6175 or 
e-mail to rabecker@optimum.net at the Parish Office. 

    
THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGETHE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGETHE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGETHE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE    

Please contact the Parish Office at least SIX MONTHS before the desired date 
of your wedding.   

SERVING AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER 

Name ExtExtExtExt    Email 

Carmel Becker, Bulletin 246 cbecker@oloph.org 

Patti Chavis, Parish Secretary 212 pchavis@oloph.org 

Linda Coppola, Business Office Assistant 214 lcoppola@oloph.org 

Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco, Pastor 206 msgrjoe@oloph.org 

Fr. Fidelis Ezeani, Associate Pastor 226 fadaprince4christ@yahoo.com 

Faith Formation Office 253 religioused@oloph.org 

Christopher Ferraro, Director of Music 210 cferraro@oloph.org 

April Kleinlaut, Director of Faith Formation 257 akleinlaut@oloph.org 

Rectory Reception Desk 200  

St. Vincent de Paul 234 stvincentdepaul@oloph.org 

Josephine Vagelatos,  
Administrative Assistant to the Pastor 

206 
 

jvagelatos@oloph.org 

Fr. Frank Zero, Associate Pastor 203 fzero@oloph.org 

Martin Kenny, Business Manager 204 mkenny@oloph.org 

YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIYOUR PASTORAL COUNCIYOUR PASTORAL COUNCIYOUR PASTORAL COUNCILLLL 

Jean Bjork 
Tricia Buckley (Chair) 

Lori Byron 
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 

Marie Foster 
Greg Guido 
Sonia Hansen 
John Keller 

Kevin Sabella, Jr. 
Kevin Sabella, Sr. 
Christina Taparata 
James Totino 
Pete Triolo 

 
Please feel free to speak to any 
member of the Pastoral Council 

with any questions you might have. 
 
YOUR PARISH TRUSTEESYOUR PARISH TRUSTEESYOUR PARISH TRUSTEESYOUR PARISH TRUSTEES 

Gerry Chille 
John Reynolds 

 
YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH     

FINANCE COMMITTEEFINANCE COMMITTEEFINANCE COMMITTEEFINANCE COMMITTEE 

David Barrett 
Bill Bendernagel  

Gerry Chille (Chair) 
Ed Cirella 

Meg Danaher, CFP®, CLU®    
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 

Martin Kenny 
Bob Meade 

John Reynolds 
Sandra Tandoi 

 
Please feel free to speak to any 

member of the Finance Committee 
with any questions you might have. 

 
YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH YOUR PARISH     

LITURGY COMMITTEELITURGY COMMITTEELITURGY COMMITTEELITURGY COMMITTEE 

Deacon Robert Becker 
Lynn Bergin 

Mark Costantino 
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 

Chris Ferraro 
MaryAnn Haas 

Jenine Jimenez-Spina  
Barbara McPhail 

Deacon Doug Smith 
Rosaleen Walters 
Mike Williams 

 
Please feel free to speak to any 

member of the Liturgy Committee 
with any questions you might have. 

December 11, 2016 
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OFFERING UPDATEOFFERING UPDATEOFFERING UPDATEOFFERING UPDATE    
December 3/4December 3/4December 3/4December 3/4 2016 

Mass Time  Attendance # of 
Envelopes 

Weekly  
Collection 

5:00 p.m. 325 132 $3,869.00 

8:00 a.m. 290 108 3,286.00 

10:00 a.m. 488 130 2,876.00 

12:00 pm. 455 100 3,457.00 

5:00 p.m. 190 52 1,249.50 

Total coin:   13.90 

Mail-ins:    
Children’s Env.  19 30.38 

Faith Direct   2,034.50 

TOTAL 1,803 541 $17,216.78 

2015 total 2,098 693 $19,228.96 

Candles   $894.29 

Poor Box   $282.14 

Special Needs 55  400.50 

DEADLINES FOR 
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  All requests for items printed in the bulletin 
must first have approval from Msgr. DeGrocco or 
the ministry moderator. All material must be sub-
mitted no later than the dates listed below and as 

a word document to 
Carmel Becker at cbecker@oloph.org. 

Editing and sizes are at the discretion of the editor. 

December  18—passed 

December  25—December 15 

January 1—December 19 
 

Due to Christmas, printing deadlines have been 
made earlier by the printer.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

The IRA Charitable 

Rollover is back and 

is now permanent! 

What’s called a rollover is actually a 
“qualified charitable distribution” that can 

be made to our Parish. 

 If…  
• You are at least 70 1/2 years old on the 

date you make your gift. 

• Your IRA is a traditional or Roth. 

• You don’t exceed your personal maximum 

of $100,000 per year in qualified charitable 
distributions. 

• You will not have to report your distribu-

tion as income. It will be free of federal and 
New York State income tax, and it will count 

toward your required minimum distribution 
(RMD). 
VERY IMPORTANT!! Your gift must go directly from 

your IRA to the Parish.  If you receive the money first 
then you’ll be taxed on it like any other distribution. 
 

Example: Mrs. Connors, age 76, has $125,000 in a tradition-
al IRA and would like to contribute $5,000 to her Parish in 
2016. Upon hearing of the Charitable IRA Rollover oppor-
tunity, she directs the custodian of her IRA to transfer this 
amount not later than December 31, 2016 directly to the Par-
ish as a 2016 gift.  She will not be subject to income tax on 
her $5,000 qualified charitable distribution. 

December 11, 2016 

this 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GTHANK YOU FOR YOUR GTHANK YOU FOR YOUR GTHANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!ENEROSITY!ENEROSITY!ENEROSITY!    

THANK YOU FOR NOT BLOCKING 
THE PRIEST GARAGES! 

  We ask your cooperation in not parking along 
the driveway outside the priest garages and in 
keeping cars clear of that area completely. Espe-
cially since priests may need to go out on sick 
calls and other emergencies, it is important to 
keep the large driveway area and the space in 
front of the garage doors completely accessible.  
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Readings for the Week 
Take time each day to read the daily readings of the Church. 

Monday, December 12  2016: 
Zachariah 2:14-17 + Luke 1:39-47 
Tuesday, December 13, 2016: 

Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13 
 + Matthew 21:28-32 

Wednesday, December 14, 2016: 
Isaiah 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25 

 + Luke 7:18b-23 
Thursday, December 15, 2016:  
Isaiah 54:1-10 + Luke 7:21-30 

Friday, December 16, 2016:  
Isaiah 56:1-3a, 6-8 + John 5:33-36 

 

Saturday, December 17, 2016: 
Genesis 49:2, 8-10 
+ Matthew 1:1-17 

 

Sunday, December 18, 2016: 
Isaiah 7:10-14 + Romans 1:1-7 

+ Matthew 1:18-24 

Gospel Reflection Questions…. 
After reading next Sunday’s Gospel take 
some time to pray on it before you come to 
Mass. Use the questions below to aid your 
reflection. 

 

1. List the obstacles God encoun-
tered in bringing Jesus into the 
world. Is anything in this world ob-
stacle-free? How can good come out 
of obstructions? John Shea made a 
statement about Joseph’s hesitancy 
to take Mary into his home. Discuss 
that statement: “This foreshadows 
the tension of all who will be drawn 
to Jesus. Is he a scandal to be reject-
ed, or a manifestation of the Spirit 
to be welcomed?” (Shea, 45) 
“When Joseph awoke … ” Did Jo-
seph wake up in more than one 
way? 
 

2. Explain “Find God in all things” 
as it relates to Pope Francis’ Gen-
eral Audience Advent talk below. 
And the reason for our hope is 
this: God is with us and God 
still trusts us! Think well on this: 
God is with us and God still 
trusts us. God the Father is gen-
erous. He comes to abide with 
humankind, he chooses earth as 
his dwelling place to remain 
with people and to be found 
where humans pass their days in 
joy or in sorrow. Therefore, 
earth is no longer only “a valley 
of tears”; rather, it is the place 
where God himself has pitched 
his tent, it is the meeting place of 
God with man, of God's solidar-
ity with men. 
… He is God-with-us. Jesus is 
God-with-us. … Jesus is God 
with us always and forever with 
us in history's suffering and sor-
row. 

General Audience with Pope Francis,  
December 18, 2013 

Isaiah 7:10-14 
There is more than meets the eye going on in today’s first reading.  King Ahaz is 
invited by the prophet Isaiah to ask God for a sign that he will take care of Isra-
el.  Since Israel is constantly besieged by hostile neighbors, this would be an 
admission by Ahaz that only God can save and protect his people.  Yet Ahaz 
has already allied himself with the powerful nation of Assyria for protection so 
he refuses.  Rather than being humble, Ahaz has rejected God.  Nevertheless, 
God is faithful even when we are faithless. He offers the sign of the virgin con-
ceiving and bearing a son named Emmanuel who will save his people.  We will 
hear Matthew refer to this prophecy in the Gospel reading today. 
 
Romans 1:1-7 
In the opening of his letter to the church in Rome, Paul makes the point that the 
birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus fulfills what was foretold in Israel’s 
holy Scriptures.  This view, from Christianity’s earliest and most prolific writer, 
is that as time passes new events will reveal ever-deepening meanings in God’s 
Word, meanings not understood when the passages were first written and pro-
claimed.  Jesus is revealed as the long-awaited “Son of David,” the ideal ruler 
who starts God’s final reign over all things, who was foretold by the prophet 
Nathan centuries earlier.  God further reveals, as Paul explains, that Christ is 
the “Son of God” who not only is an earthly king but also shares the divine 
“Spirit of holiness.”  Through him, we are all called to be holy. 
 
Matthew 1:18-24 
Here is a familiar and beloved account of the birth of Jesus.  This telling by Mat-
thew emphasizes not the details of his birth, as Luke does in his account, but 
how Jesus’ birth fulfills what was written in the Old Testament Scriptures about 
the coming Messiah.  Matthew carefully notes that the righteous man Joseph 
who was chosen to parent Jesus descended from King David, a fulfillment of 
Nathan’s prophecy.  Matthew also refers to the passage from Isaiah we heard in 
the first reading about the virgin conceiving and bearing a son which was ful-
filled when Mary bore Jesus.  Matthew is at pains to point out to his mostly 
Jewish Christian audience of the first century, and to us, that the good news he 
is telling is not only new and wonderful but also the next chapter in the story 
that was begun many years before.  God always had a plan to save his people 
and he never forgets us. 

PREPARING FOR 
Sunday, December 18, 2016—FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’”  

Matthew 1:23 

December 11, 2016 
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December 11, 2016 

BRICK MEMORIALS — PHASE TWO 
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