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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church  
              210 South Wellwood Avenue +  Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +        

Telephone:  631-226-7725  + Fax: 631-225-9597 +  
www.olphlindenhurst.com  + Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

Forgive your neighborõs injustice;  

then when you pray,  

your own sins will be forgiven.    
Sirach 28:2  

 

Twenty -Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

September 13, 2020 

COME AND PRAYé  
Our church is open  

6:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. seven days a week,  
except for Thursdays when it closes  

after the 12:15 p.m. Mass for cleaning. 
Come in and spend some time in prayer. 

Face covering and social distancing required.  
 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 Monday ð Friday:   6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 

Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.  

Saturday Afternoon (Sunday Anticipated): 5:00 p.m.  

Sunday Masses:   
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass suspended until further notice. 
Mass intention will be fulfilled privately by one of the priests.  

 

LITURGY OF THE HOURS  
We pray Evening Prayer each Saturday at 4:00 p.m., 

each Sunday at 7:00 p.m., and 

Morning Prayer each Sunday at 9:15 a.m. 

on the Zoom video platform. Click on the Zoom link 

on the home page of our website. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Every Saturday, 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. 

Confessions are being heard in classrooms 

in the ònew school annexó near High Street. 

See inside bulletin for safety protocols. 
Also available by individual appointment 

with one of the priests.  
 

OLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONS 
Monday afternoons 

at 12:45 p.m. in the church 
 

ADORATION OF  

THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Wednesday: 12:45 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

First Saturday: 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

 Saturday and Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.   

PASTORAL STAFF   
Pastor: Reverend Monsignor Joseph DeGrocco 

Parochial Vicars: Reverend Fidelis Ezeani, Reverend Frank Zero, Reverend Emmanuel Okonkwo 

Deacons: Deacon William Crosby, Deacon Douglas G. Smith, Deacon Robert A. Becker 

Business Manager: Mr. Thomas Crennan 

Director of Faith Formation:  Mrs. April Kleinlaut  

Music Director:  Mr. Christopher Ferraro 
ññññññññðññññññññññññññññññññññññ-ñ 

Deacon Frank Odin, Retired  
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September 13, 2020  

DOWNLOAD THE OLPH APP 

SUPPORT OLPH THROUGH AMAZON.COM 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic 

way for you to support OLPH every time 

you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop 
at smile.amazon.com, youõll find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as                  
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 

the purchase price to OLPH.  

Use our custom link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/11 -1797184. 

Q: How do new parishioners register for an account? 

A: Registering for FORMED is easier than ever: 
 

Go to formed.org/signup, Select your parish 

Register with your name and email address 

Check that email account for a link to begin using 

FORMED  
 

Q: Do parishioners still need to use our parish code or 

custom registration URL? 

A: Registering has become a lot easier and parish codes and 

custom registration urls are no longer needed for your    

parishioners to register for FORMED through your parish! 

Now, parishioners simply need to go to formed.org/signup 

and find your parish to register. 
 

Q: Will parishioners user emails and passwords still 

work? 

A: Passwords are being phased out. Parishioner emails will 

still work. Parishioners do not need to re-register to sign in. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_raas_lsmi_smi
https://esgvch.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/amazon.png
http://formed.org/signup
http://formed.org/signup
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150th Anniversary Year Overview 

    I hope you have noticed our overview of 

the 150th Anniversary Year, which we are     
running again in this weekõs bulletin (see the   

separate two-page insert elsewhere); it promises 
to be an exciting year! As described, we will do 

as much of it as we can, within all the proper 
safety precautions, and, if necessary, adapted. I 
think itõs very much needed for us to have     

something upbeat, joyful and celebratory to look 
forward to, right? Thatõs why we want to try to 

do as much as we can of the original plan. Take 
note of the dates and special events and plan 

now on being a part of it all, one way or another! 
 

Our operating mind-set in our ònew normaló 

    The approach that I describe above with 
the 150th Anniversary Year is really the          

approach that I have asked parish leaders to take 
with the life of the parish as a whole in these 
days of navigating life while still dealing with the 

threat of coronavirus. As we begin another 
òMinisterial Year,ó I have asked all groups and 

ministries to function as much as possible within 
all necessary precautions and safety guidelines, 

but nonetheless to function as much as possible. 
I think this is important for the health and       
well-being of the parish, and for our own mental, 

emotional and spiritual health. Going forward, I 
would like our mind-set to be, òLetõs do as much as 

we can do within safety guidelines.ó In other words, 

when it comes to parish life, letõs see if we can 

look at everything this way: òHereõs what we     
always do in a normal year. What can we still do 
within safety guidelines of wearing masks, social     

distancing, and limited sharing of objects, or on-line 

through the internet?ó Some things might be      

impossible to do until we return to normal; if so, 

thatõs OK. Some things might be possible, but 
people might be too uncomfortable to do them 

and so the decision is made to skip it for now; if 
so, thatõs OK too. I have asked, however, that if 

possible, ministry heads and leaders figure out if 
there is a way to do something safely (with 
masks, social distancing, and limited sharing of 

objects, or on-line through the internet), and, if 
so, to do it. 

    At this time, we must unfortunately still 
consider our school building/parish facilities as 

being òClosedó for meetings and activities, due 

to the coronavirus situation. Safety and finances 
are the two main factors driving this decision. 

The logistics and costs involved in keeping the 
building properly sanitized do not allow us yet 

to have the building generally and widely open 
as we did before the virus. As you have read 

about, however, we will be having in-person  
Religious Education classes, and will be      
meeting all necessary safety precautions         

required for a school program for those classes. 
Also, the Stanford Pre-School, which rents 

classrooms from us, will be in session, and all 
procedures and costs have been worked out and 

accounted for with them. In addition, the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, because of its service to 
the poor, is continuing to work out of its office 

and food pantry. Beyond these activities,      
however, we are not yet at a point where it is 

feasible to open the building up on a large scale 
for unlimited use as before. Rest assured, 

though, that we are continually looking at this 
situation and evaluating it. Letõs see what      
develops in the coming weeks. 

    In the meantime, I have encouraged groups 
to be creative in meeting together. A few groups 

have chosen to have one or more meetings     
out-of-doors here on parish property; weõre  

happy to try to accommodate that. Some groups 
are  meeting in a home; thatõs a decision they 
can make. Some groups use the Zoom video        

platform, or some other on-line platform; thatõs 
great too. 
 

Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

    This Monday, September 14, the Church 

celebrates the Feast of the Exaltation of the   
Holy Cross. Notice the title of the day:           

Exaltation  of the Holy Cross. The meaning of 

the feast rests in the Cross as a symbol of hope 
and victory because it is the instrument of our 

salvation: Christ rose from the dead. For the 
Christian, salvation rests in God bringing new 

life out of death; the heart of Christian          
spirituality is to be found in the transformation 

that God brings about in us when we go to the 
Cross with the Lord. (How important that    

message has been for us in 2020!) 
   As always, the words of the liturgy sum up 
best for us the meaning of what we celebrate; 

these are the words of the Preface of the          

PASTORõS PAGE 

September 13, 2020  
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Eucharistic Prayer for this feast day: For you 
[God] placed the salvation of the human race on the 

wood of the Cross, so that, where death arose, life 
might again spring forth and the evil one, who         
conquered on a tree, might likewise on a tree be       
conquered, through Christ our Lord. 

    The imagery is rich: Adam and Eve eating 
of the fruit of the tree forbidden by God brought 

sin and death into the world, but out of another 
tree ñ the tree of obedience, love and total    
selfless offering, namely, the tree, or wood, of 

the Cross ñ came forgiveness, redemption and 
new life. As we celebrate this feast, take some 

time to reflect on how, in the words of the     

Preface, God has made life òspring forthó in 

your life when you have embraced a Cross. It is 
to that trust and confidence in the power of God 
to bring new life ˈ even in the midst of a      

pandemic ̍  that all Christians are called. 
 

Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows 

    Then, on the next day, Tuesday of this 
week, September 15, the Memorial of Our Lady 

of Sorrows, I will have the privilege of once 
again presiding at our special Sorrowful Mother 

Mass, where we pray especially for children and 
teens who are terminally ill, or in remission, or 
who have serious illnesses, or who have special 

needs. Our celebration of this Mass at OLPH 
always includes the Sacrament of the Anointing 

of the Sick for these children, and, in fact, for 
anyone in attendance who is in need of that    

sacrament. 
    This memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows is a 
relatively new one on the liturgical calendar,   

included universally on the Church calendar for 
the first time only in 1814. The sorrows of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary begin with the prophecy of 

Simeon at the Presentation in the Temple, when 

he tells her, òBehold, this child is destined for the 
fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign 

that will be contradicted (and you yourself a 
sword will pierce) so that the thoughts of many 
hearts may be revealed.ó (Luke 2:34-35) In art, 

Our Lady of Sorrows has her heart pierced by 
seven swords, representing the seven sorrows of 

tradition and the prophecy of Simeon. 
    If you have a child or grandchild with a 

serious illness, or who is in remission, or who 
has special needs, or if you yourself are in need 
of it, I urge you and your family to attend this 

Mass and have them or yourself anointed. Even 
if you donõt need the Anointing, you may wish 

to come to this Mass simply to pray with and 
for, and to express your solidarity with, those 

who will be there. I know this Mass has special 
meaning for those who have a particular         

devotion to the Blessed Mother under this title. 
It is always a very beautiful and meaningful        
experience of prayer and of communal support. 

I am grateful to Linda Setti who organizes this 
Mass for us each year. Full details can be found 

in the ad elsewhere in the bulletin. 
 

Knights of Columbus Installation of Officers 

    Congratulations to all of the Knights of   
Columbus who will be installed as officers for 

the upcoming year; I myself will have the joy 
and privilege of being renewed as our Councilõs 

Chaplain. The ceremony will take place in the 
church at 6:30 p.m. this coming Saturday,     
September 19 (with masks and proper social    

distancing, of course). I once again take this    
opportunity to thank the Knights for their       

frequent good work for and support of OLPH; it 
is my pleasure to be their Chaplain and to have 

them as such an integral part of parish life. 
 

Summer Appeal total coming soon 

    I plan on announcing next week, or the 
week after, at the latest, the total for this yearõs 

SUMMER APPEAL; you can look for it in my 
Pastorõs Column soon. I know that your         
generosity has been amazing, and I want to     

report back to you in good stewardship. In case 
you have not made your $125 (or more!)         

offering, you certainly can still do so. These 
funds have been especially important to us this 

year. 
 

In conclusioné 

    Together, letõs aim high in Christ.           
Together, letõs bring out the best in each other. 
Together, letõs be the best we can be in Christ. 

    And letõs always remember: LOVE IS A 
GIFT.  
 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 

 

September 13, 2020  
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Participate virtually in Sunday Mass online celebrated by your OLPH priests!  

You can participate in Morning and Evening Prayer too. 

Go to the website: www.olphlindenhurst.com  

Click on the link to watch the video of the Mass anytime. 

You can also click the link for our YouTube page 

OLPH Church Lindenhurst .  
In addition to Sunday Mass, other items of interest are occasionally posted on the YouTube page. 

SAFETY PROTOCOLS FOR BEING IN CHURCH 

FOR THE SAFETY OF EVERYONE, ALL WHO ENTER MUST: 
 

ʺ WEAR A FACE MASK OR FACE COVERING ʄ NO EXCEPTIONS 

ʺ REMAIN AT LEAST SIX (6) FEET APART, SIDE-TO-SIDE AND IN        

   FRONT OF AND BEHIND YOU 

ʺ SIT IN DESIGNATED SEATS ONLY  

ʺ ENTER ONLY THROUGH WELLWOOD AVENUE DOORS 

ʺ EXIT ONLY THROUGH SIDE DOORS ON NORTH AND SOUTH SIDE 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Confessions are being celebrated in the school building,  

in classrooms in the ònew schooló annex along High Street 

every Saturday, 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.  

until further notice.  

Each priest will be in his own classroom.  

These are the protocols that must be followed for going to Confession:  

ʺ Entry is only via the blue doors at the north end of the hallway (off of the 

small parking lot)  

ʺ Exit is only via the doors at the south end of the hallway (into the large 

parking lot)  

ʺ Everyone ñ priests and penitents ñ is required to wear face masks or 

face coverings  

ʺ Lines on the floor will indicate a 6-foot social distance between those 

waiting on line outside each classroom  

ʺ Signs on easels outside the classroom will indicate the name of the 

priest who is in the classroom  

ʺ Social distancing and plexiglass dividers will keep a safe distance         

between priest and penitent, whether the penitent celebrates anonymously 

or face -to -face (both options are available)  

IF YOU CANNOT YET COME BACK TO MASS... 

September 13, 2020  
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150th Anniversary  
Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

1871-2021 
 

    In  2021,  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual Help Parish will be 150 years old!  As you have 

heard, plans have been underway to celebrate an ANNIVERSARY YEAR full of       
exciting events!   A calendar of events, spiritual and  social,  was set,  with  our          

ANNIVERSARY YEAR scheduled to run November 28, 2020 to November 19, 2021. 

    Unfortunately, the coronavirus pandemic came along. However, the Steering   
Committee has decided that we will keep the events on the calendar, and, as each one 

approaches, evaluate it at that time as to its feasibility. Maybe weõll be able to do it in 

some modified form...with some in-person attendance and a virtual presentation 

online...or, maybe by the time some things happen, we will be back to normal! 
    So, hereõs an overview of everything that might possibly be happening over the 
course of the next year, to celebrate our ANNIVERSARY YEAR. SAVE THE DATES! 

PLAN ON PARTICIPATING! DONõT MISS OUT ON THESE GREAT THINGS THAT WILL 

CELEBRATE 150 OF OLPH AS òTHE PLACE TO BE!ó Youõll hear more about each one 

as it approaches. 
 

Some General Information...  

OUR HONORARY CHAIRPEOPLE 
 

We are proud to announce that Robert and Carolyn Dobres and Rosaleen Walters 
have graciously agreed to be our  Honorary Chairs for the Anniversary Year. 

As long-time and active parishioners, Bob and Carolyn and Rosaleen 
represent the best of OLPH and are shining examples of what makes OLPH 

òthe place to be.ó  

KEEPSAKES, TCHOTCHKES AND MEMENTOS! 

Look for plenty of items to be on sale throughout the  

Anniversary Year. Donõt miss out! Sales may have to be mostly 

online due to COVID, but weõll go to in-person sales  

as soon as we can.  

Watch the bulletin for information  

and be prepared to buy, buy, buy!  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
Exact format  of each event will be determined by COVID restrictions at the time, but set these dates asideémore details to come... 

 

 

NOVEMBER 28, 2020ˈSpecial Marian Lessons and Carols to Open the Anniversary Year 
Weôll open the Anniversary Year with a liturgy of readings and music all honoring the patroness of our parish, the Blessed Mother 

 

JANUARY 8, 2021ˈDivine Intervention Night 
Come see OLPH personalities you know and love who were contestants on Divine Intervention, 

the game show hosted by Msgr. Joe several years ago. 

Msgr. Joe will also provide behind-the-scenes information about the show and his years hosting. A fun night for the entire family! 

 

LENT, 2021 
In place of a Parish Mission this year, all parishioners will be invited to participate in a special formation program 

Living the Eucharist. A great opportunity for deepening your understanding of, and love for, the Eucharist! 

 

APRIL 23, 2021ˈAnniversary Year Gala Dinner Dance  
Join your fellow parishioners in an evening of a sumptuous meal, great music and dancing and wonderful memories! 

An occasion to dress up and have a great time! A Commemorative Journal will be printed in conjunction with this event. 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 27, 2021ðAnniversary Year Patronal Feast Mass 
The center of the whole Anniversary Year! Thereôs no better way for us to celebrate than to do so at the Eucharist. 

Weôre looking to have Bishop Barres as the Presider at this Mass! 

 

JULY 17, 2021ˈParish Picnic  
Join your fellow parishioners at Belmont Lake State Park on this Saturday afternoon. 

 

AUGUST 2, 2021ˈSummer Evening Prayer  
A special warm-weather celebration of prayer and fellowship. 

 

AUGUST 15, 2021ˈSPECIAL MASS FOR THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

AND THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEDICATION OF THE FIRST CHURCH BUILDING 
Weôll do this special Marian Solemnity up big this year! 

Weôre hoping to have OLPHôs own Bishop Bob Brennan come back to preside at this Mass! 

 

November 2, 2021ˈPrayer Service at Parish Cemetery 
In this month of remembrance, letôs honor and pray for those buried in our parish cemeteryé 

an important moment of connection with our long history! 

 

November 19, 2021ˈSolemn Vespers to Close the Anniversary Year 
Weôll close out the year with a Solemn Vespers (Evening Prayer) which will include a Recommitment of All Parish Ministers 

(and, this day also happens to be the 60th anniversary of the dedication of our current church building!) 

 

 

            

CUT OUT THIS 
PAGE AND 

SAVE IT 
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 IN HONOR OF OUR LADY OF SORROWS 

Sorrowful Mother Devotions  

TUESDAY ,  SEPTEMBER 15 

Mass at 7:00 p.m. 
at OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP CHURCH  

Devotions at 6:30 p.m.    
   Join us for:  

Á Chanting the Stabat Mater 

Á The Seven Sorrows of our Blessed Mother 

Á The Sacrament of Anointing of the sick 

Á The presentation of a rose to each child/teenager/young adult 
 

Rev. Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco will be celebrating our special Mass 
 

FOR ALL CHILDREN, TEENAGERS AND YOUNG ADULTS WITH  SPECIAL 

NEEDS OR WHO ARE TERMINALLY ILL OR IN REMISSION  

All are invited to attend! 
Please call Linda Setti at 631-884-6892 ASAP if you would like to attend  

or wish to be involved in this special event. 

Novena  
to Our Lady of  
Perpetual Help  

 

Each Monday, parishioners 
pray to seek the help and       

assistance of the Lord for     
healing, family, children and 

the needs of the world, seeking 
the intercession of the Blessed Mother. Take 

some time each Monday to join in the OLPH  

Novena. 

Monday, September 14ñ12:45 p.m. 

Monday, September 21ñ12:45 p.m. 

Monday, September 28ñ12:45 p.m. 

ADORATION OF  

THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Wednesday 
12:45 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

in the church 

after the 12:15 p.m. Mass 

PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

ATTENTION ALL ALTAR SERVERS: MEETING ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 
 
 

      ALL Altar Servers ˈ BOTH òveteransó AND new servers still in training ˈ are           

reminded to attend the very important Altar Server Meeting on Monday, September 14, at 

4:30 p.m. in the church. Since itõs our first meeting since the shutdown back in March, weõll 

be discussing important information about how we will move forward. All Altar Servers are 

expected to attend, and one parent should attend as well. A mask must be worn, and social 

distance seating will be used, for everyoneõs safety. We look forward to seeing you there! 
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#ńő ŜŒŘ ŋňŏœ ŘŖ ŘœŊŕńŇň ŒŘŕ ,Ōřň-3ŗŕňńŐ #ńœńŅŌŏŌŗŌňŖȩ 
We have ordered our new live-stream cameras and equipment for the church. The cost will be a 
little less than originally anticipated, $12,000 instead of $15,000. Our new system will enable us to 
live-stream Masses, weddings, funerals and other sacramental and ritual moments. When the 
weather is bad in the winter or people are leery about coming out at night to attend Lessons and 
Carols, the Parish Mission or Taizé Prayer around the Cross, we will be able to maintain a digital 
presence. Of course, all of this will never replace our òin personó 
worship. Also, we have many homebound parishioners who just 
canõt come out any more. This new system will include the 

installation of two permanently fixed cameras, one in the choir loft focused on 
the sanctuary area and one in the sanctuary facing the back of the church to get 
views of the assembly praying, the reception of the body at funerals and 
important processions at Sunday Mass and weddings and funerals.  
   If you are interested in making a contribution to our new system, please 

contact Chris Ferraro at the rectory office, cferraro@oloph.org or (631) 226-
7725. We have already received $3,800 in donations. 

 

RECEPTION INTO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH  

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS   

      This weekend, we congratulate and welcome our RCIA candidate, Ms. Wende 

Mitchell , who is becoming a Catechumen in a ritual taking place at the 10:00 a.m. 

Mass. This is Wendeõs first official stage in the process of initiation into the Catholic 

Church. This Rite of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens is an occasion of 

great joy for her and for us as a parish community. We offer our prayerful support 
and best wishes to our Catechumen! 

       After her acceptance today, Wende will be attending Mass with her family 

while undergoing an intensive period of formation in the Catholic faith. Please welcome our new      
Catechumen into our worshipping community, and please remember her in your prayers as she         

journeys toward the celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation at a future Easter Vigil. 

 

ADULT CONFIRMATION 2020 


