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PASTORAL STAFF   
Pastor: Reverend Monsignor Joseph DeGrocco 

Parochial Vicars: Reverend Fidelis Ezeani, Reverend Frank Zero 

Deacons: Deacon William Crosby, Deacon Douglas G. Smith, Deacon Robert A. Becker 

Business Manager: Mr. Frank Pokorney 

Director of Faith Formation:  Mrs. April Kleinlaut  

Music Director:  Mr. Christopher Ferraro 
ññññññññðññññññññññññññññññññññññ-ñ 

Deacon Frank Odin, Retired  

COME IN AND PRAYé 
Our church is open 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. seven 

days a week, except for Thursdays when it closes 
after the 12:15 p.m. Mass for cleaning. 

Come in and spend some time in prayer. 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday ð Friday 

  6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 

Saturday Morning:  

8:00 a.m.  

Saturday Afternoon (Sunday Anticipated):  

5:00 p.m.  

Sunday Masses:   

8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.,  
12:00 p.m. & 5:00 p.m. 

  
LITURGY OF THE HOURS 

We pray Evening Prayer each Saturday and 

Sunday after the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  
We pray Daytime Prayer each Wednesday 

at 1:50 p.m. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Mondays following the 12:15 p.m. Mass  

(except on Holy Days of Obligation)  

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available by 

making an appointment with one of our priests. 

OLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONS 
Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Church  

(unless otherwise announced) 
 

ADORATION OF THE  

BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Monday Evening: after OLPH Novena Devotions 

Wednesday: 12:45 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

First Saturday: 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday- Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Saturday:  9:00 a.m. ð 3:00 p.m.  

Sunday:  9:00 a.m. ð 3:00 p.m. 

Jesus said, òPeace I leave with you;  

my peace I give to you.   

Not as the world gives do I give it to you.   

Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.ó                    
 John 14:27 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
 May 26, 2019 

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church  
              210 South Wellwood Avenue +  Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +        

Telephone:  631-226-7725  + Fax: 631-225-9597 +  
www.olphlindenhurst.com  + Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
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As a parishioner of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, 

you have complimentary access to FORMED, an incredible 

gateway to Catholic content, all in one place. Visit our 

FORMED community  website at ht tps:/ /

olphlindenhurst.formed.org. Click on the òRegister Nowó 

icon and create an   account. Once registered, you will have 

free access to the  website and also their smart phone app. 

DOWNLOAD THE OLPH APP 

SUPPORT OLPH THROUGH AMAZON.COM 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic 

way for you to support OLPH every time 

you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop 
at smile.amazon.com, youõll find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as                  
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 

the purchase price to OLPH.  

Use our custom link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/11 -1797184. 

FORMED PICK OF THE WEEK 

May 26, 2019  

https://olphlindenhurst.formed.org
https://olphlindenhurst.formed.org
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_raas_lsmi_smi
https://esgvch.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/amazon.png
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PASTORõS PAGE 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

    Yes, itõs still Easter Time! Weõre starting our 
sixth week in the liturgical season of Easter Time, but 
our sense of joy, wonder and awe over the Lordõs    
Resurrection should be as rich and deep as it was back 
on Easter Sunday! The Collect (Opening Prayer) for 
the Mass of the Sixth Sunday of Easter reminds us of 
this: òGrant, almighty God, that we may celebrate with 
heartfelt devotion these days of joy, which we keep in honor of 

the risen Lordéó The prayer then goes on to remind us 

that what we celebrate at liturgy must always have an 
effect in our everyday life, as it asks òéthat what we 
relive in remembrance we may always hold to in what we 
do.ó 

    This theme of what we celebrate at Mass truly 
having an effect in the way we live everyday life is  
carried through in the Prayer over the Offerings and 
the Prayer after Communion. In the Prayer over the 
Offerings, we ask that òwe may be conformed to the      

mysteries of your mighty loveó ˈ with the principal     

mystery of Godõs òmightyó love being, of course, the 
death and resurrection of Christ, a dying and rising 
after which we are to pattern our life. However, such 
transformation into Christõs life can be the result only 
of Godõs grace, not our own efforts alone, and so the 
prayer also recognizes our need to be purified by 

Godõs graciousness. The Prayer after Communion 
asks that we be given òthe strength of this saving foodó 

and that it might bear fruit in our life, i.e., that the   
Sacred Banquet of the Eucharist will increase our love 
for one another. 
    The depth and beauty of the Mass prayers during 
Easter Time continue to enrich our journey through 
these Fifty Days! They also always remind us of the 
important connection we must make between what we 
celebrate at Mass (Godõs love and saving power) and 
the way we live our life (we are to show that same love 
of God to one another). Think about that, and pray 
about those thoughts, this week, so that the Sunday 

Mass continues to be with you. 
 
Memorial Day 

    This Monday we celebrate Memorial Day, our 
civil holiday for remembering all the brave men and 
women who have died while serving our country in 
the Armed Forces. Letõs all be sure to take a few     
moments of prayer and remembrance for those who 
have made the ultimate offering of themselves in order 
to preserve our freedoms and defend our country. 
Even though Memorial Day is focused on                
remembering those who have died, I think we should 

also take the occasion to thank and affirm all those 
who serve us in any of the Armed Forces; remember 
to thank them for their service and pray for them, too. 

    Memorial Day is, of course, also the unofficial 

start of the òsummer season,ó and itõs good that we 
celebrate with gatherings of family and friends, BBQõs 
and other festivities. Letõs not forget, however, the real 
reason behind it all, as I described above. 
 
Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord: Holy Day of       

Obligation 

    This Thursday, May 30, is the Solemnity of the 

Ascension of the Lord, and it is a HOLY DAY OF 

OBLIGATION . Therefore, we will see everyone back 
for Mass either Wednesday night or Thursday (check 
the Mass schedule elsewhere in this bulletin). Itõs     
vitally important for us to celebrate these special holy 
days, because they provide a rhythm and a structure 
for us to enter into the mysteries of the Lord       
throughout the liturgical year. Itõs a great reminder of 
the centrality of our faith to òinterruptó the normal 
routine of our week to celebrate an important liturgical 
day. Besides, itõs a day that all Catholics are obligated 
to participate in celebrating Mass! (Emphasis on 
òobligatedó ˈ just like Sunday!) 
    The dating of the Ascension of the Lord as      
occurring forty days after Easter comes to us from the 
Acts of the Apostles, the book from which our first 
reading is taken for the Mass of that day. The meaning 

of the Ascension is spelled out for us clearly in the 
texts of the Mass for the day; listen to them carefully 
when you are at Mass. Allow me to point out two 
texts in particular that seem to especially zero in on 
the central theme of the Ascension; these each come 
from one of the two choices for the Preface (the       
beginning of the Eucharistic Prayer) that the priest 
might use. One says, òMediator between God and man, 
judge of the world and Lord of hosts, he ascended, not to   
distance himself from our lowly state but that we, his      
members, might be confident of following where, he, our 

Head and Founder, has gone before;ó the other says, òFor 
after his Resurrection he plainly appeared to all his disciples 
and was taken up to heaven in their sight, that he might 

make us sharers in his divinity.ó   Notice how both texts 

point out how the Lordõs Ascension is not about his 
absence, but his deeper presence to us, and how we are 
invited to share more fully in the mystery of his life. 
Keep these thoughts in mind as you celebrate Mass on 
the Holy Day this week. 
 
Novena to the Holy Spirit 

    Then, after the Ascension, we begin a period of 
time which is the original Novena ̍  nine days of   
intense prayer between the Ascension and Pentecost, 

as the Church prays for the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
You can see advertised elsewhere in our bulletin our 
schedule for the communal praying of a Novena to the 
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Holy Spirit; please be sure to join in if you are        
available. I am grateful to Deacon Robert Becker who 
generously coordinates this Novena each year. 

    Even if you are not able to join in the communal 
prayers, use these nine days as days to pray intensely 
for the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, either 
through your own prayer, or through some other     
Novena or personal devotion you might have. Come, 
Holy Spirit! 

 
Vito Cudia 

    Our parish will see a significant change in our 
staff this week, as Vito Cudia of our Maintenance    
Department completes his employment at OLPH this 
Friday, May 31, and begins a much-deserved and    
well-earned retirement. 
    Every parish should be lucky enough to have a 
Vito Cudia, and we have been that lucky for over 20 
years; Vito began his employment in October of 1998. 
For all these years Vito has been a dedicated and    
hard-working full -time maintenance man for the parish 
and has been a fixture and a ògo-toó guy. All of us 
love him and have deeply appreciated having him as a 
constant presence, especially since he would frequently 
come here to check up on things even beyond his work 
hours. Vito truly loves OLPH and he and his family 
have a long history as parishioners here, so, as you 
might expect, for him, this job was much more than 

just a job; it was a way for him to give back to this  
parish and to make an offering to the Lord. Vito has 
worked here with great skill, great generosity, and 
great expertise; he has been the one who has known 
the place inside and out, knows where everything is, 
and, as the joke goes, òwhere all the skeletons are.ó As 
I said, any parish that has a Vito Cudia is lucky to 
have one, and we have been blessed. 
    I would add a personal thank you to Vito. When 
I first came to OLPH seven years ago, Vito was one of 
the first people I met, and he welcomed me warmly 
and helped me to feel at home right away. He made 
himself 100% available to me in my transition and 

moving in and, then and up until this very day, has 
always been there at a momentõs notice whenever I 
needed anything. Of course, the full truth is that Vito 
is, and has always been, that way with everyone on 
staff, and thatõs why we have all enjoyed working with 
him so much. 
    While weõre glad that he will now be able to   
enjoy some much-deserved relaxation in his             
retirement, we will miss him around here. The good 
part, though, is that, as a parishioner, we will still be 
seeing Vito around, at Mass each and every week, of 
course (he is a faithful and devout Catholic who 
òwalks the walkó of his faith), and also, Iõm sure, as an 

offerer in different parish projects and at different    
parish events. 

    Thank you, Vito, for your amazing service to the 
parish, your kind-heartedness and goodness, and your 
care for all of us. We wish you many years of blessings 

and happiness in your retirement! 
 
Strengths Finder Process 

    This weekend we have heard parishioners speak 
about the Gallup program for discovering our          
God-given strengths; we use that tool here at OLPH as 
an important initiative for increasing involvement and 
engagement in the life of the parish. As you heard, 
through this program, which involves taking the      
Clifton Strengths Finder Survey and then the follow-
up workshops (which over 175 of us here at OLPH 
have already done), we can discover and explore the 
meaning of, and how to best use, our top five God-

given strengths. Weõve been running testimonials from 
the Pastoral Staff members in a special box in the    
bulletin each week, as they have been giving witness to 
how they see their strengths in service in their         
ministry. 
    What are your strengths? How can you use them 
to serve God and to serve your parish family? I urge 
you to learn what your top five strengths are, what 
they mean, and what they say about you; itõs a         
fascinating process that can deepen your spirituality 
and connect you more deeply with the life of the     
parish. Contact Deacon Robert Becker or April      
Kleinlaut to become part of it, or to simply get more 
information, if you did not sign up after Mass this past 
weekend. 
    Youõll continue to hear more about the Strengths 
Finder in the weeks and months ahead, and how we 
will be using it as a pastoral tool here at OLPH. 
 
Blue Door Boutique Fashion Show 

    Next Sunday afternoon, June 2, is our Blue Door 
Boutique Fashion Show. Itõs always a fun afternoon 
and I hope youõll be able to be there. In addition to 
being another great occasion of building up             
community, the event supports the work of the Blue 

Door Boutique, which does a great job both as a thrift 
shop for those who shop there and as a financial      
support to the parish. Come on down to the Fashion 
Show and have a great time! Iõll be helping to host the 
event and run the auction, so expect a few laughs 
along the way! 
    Thanks go to all who offer their time and service 
at the Blue Door Boutique, headed by Tricia Buckley, 
for running such a smooth and successful parish     
ministry. If you have never stopped by the Blue Door 
Boutique, make it a point to do so; youõll be impressed 
with their operation.  
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5:00 p.m. Mass on Sundays 

    I take this opportunity to revisit a topic that I 
have written about before, and it concerns our 5:00 

p.m. Mass on Sundays. Weõre back to a rather shaky 
situation in that once again we do not have enough 
ministerial support to sustain the 5:00 p.m. Mass on 
Sundays. We have just a small crew of liturgical     
ministers (Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion, and Ushers) who serve that Mass; those 
few are extremely generous and faithful, and I thank 
them for that, but they are too few in number, and it 
gets to be too much of a burden for them to be the only 
ones who consistently serve at that Mass. We must be 
careful that we donõt wind up taking advantage of  
people because they are generous! I predict that the 

summer months, with ministers being away on        
vacation, will only make the situation worse. 
    We cannot allow the dignity and reverent        
enactment of the liturgy to suffer because we are 
scrambling to find the needed number of ministers. 
The Liturgy Committee and Pastoral Staff will       
continue to look at and discuss the feasibility of that 
Mass going into the future. In the meantime, it would 
really be helpful if all liturgical ministers would step up 
to the plate and take turns being assigned to that Mass. 
Speak to the coordinator of your ministry ̍  Deacon 
Robert Becker for Readers, Barbara McPhail for 
E.M.õs, and Mike Williams for Ushers ˈ about taking 
a turn once in a while at that Mass. They can always 
add you into the Ministry Scheduler manually, even if 
the two-month schedule has already been run. 

    One possibility is to say that if the Mass is going 

to continue, all  ministers must take a turn at that Mass 
once or twice a year; that would be a fair thing to do. 

Weõll continue to discuss all options and keep you 
posted. 
 
Vigil of Pentecost, Saturday, June 8, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

    Finally, I ask you to mark your calendar now for 
our special Vigil of Pentecost Mass which we will be 
celebrating on Saturday, June 8 at 5:00 p.m.; the ad 
with more information can be found elsewhere in this 
bulletin. This Mass is always one of the highlights of 
the year here at òthe place to be,ó and itõs a fitting way 
to celebrate the culmination, completion and           
conclusion of the great season of Easter Time. Plan on 

being there to be part of one of our major events as a 
parish family. 
 
In conclusioné 

    Together, letõs aim high in Christ. Together, letõs 
bring out the best in each other. Together, letõs be the 
best we can be in Christ. 
    And letõs always remember: LOVE IS A GIFT. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 We are grateful to the following for their very generous donations to our Music Ministry Spring Concert on 

May 11.  Thanks to their generosity, we were able to raffle off 37 baskets and 3 silent auction prizes. 

Local Businesses 

Alitalia Pizza 

Applebees 

Boutique For You 

Captain Whittaker's Fishing Boat 

C'est La Vie Boutique 

Cieslak's Modern Bakery 

Empowering Goods Health Food    

         Store and Juice Bar 

Gino's Restaurant 

Good Old Gold 

Heads Up Hair Care Inc. 

Imperial Restaurant 

Joeõs Gourmet Meats 

Linden Florist 

Linden French Dry Cleaners 

Lindenhurst Diner 

Lindenhurst Funeral Home 

Lord's Italian Bakery 

Pak Linden Jewelers 

Panera Bread 

Patsy's Italian Bakery 

Pigs on a Wing  

Rainbow Nail 

Sally Beauty Supply  

Stella Pizza 

Tavolo Kitchen and Pizza 

The Little Flower Shop 

The Village Lanterne 

Individuals 

Maria Bulzomi 

Michele Crosby 

Bob and Carolyn Dobres 

Chris Ferraro 

Christine Ferris 

Greg Guido 

Richard Hare 

Mary Ellen Illich 

Bridget Jordan 

Helen Lorenz 

Linda Matera 

Maura Maynard 

Eileen Ruggio 

Valerie Singh 

Janina Soroka 

Steven Strigaro 

Gail Tonnessen 

OLPH Ministries 

OLPH Adult Choir 

OLPH Cantors 

OLPH Religious Education Office 

OLPH Youth Choir 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

May 26, 2019  

Ascension of the Lord 

Thursday, May 30 
 

Masses will be celebrated 
 

Wednesday, May 29 
5:00 p.m. 

Thursday, May 30 
6:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m. 

 & 7:30 p.m.  

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
Holy Day of Obligation  

Masʟ f˛ʞ Aʶʕ 
Pe˛ʽɳʍ Wiˁʑ   
Sɺeˌiʨʕ Nɫedʟ 
Jˤɶʍ 1 

 

The Special Needs Ministry hosts a monthly            

celebration of the Eucharist in a smaller setting      
designed to provide a fulfilling worship         

experience for all adults and children who may 
be uncomfortable in a larger setting.   
 

Please join us on Saturday, June 1 at 4:00 

p.m. in the auditorium . Letõs all come         

together and worship together! After Mass we 

have Hospitality!  
 

Levels 6ñ8 and Teens may join us early to 
help the ministry with set up and to gain     

Confirmation Service hours. Call Jessica at the 
Religious Education office 631-226-7725 X 252 
to let her know you are coming. 

 

We can always use some help in preparing for our    
monthly Mass and other special needs events. How 

about you? Contact Jessica Becker at 631-226-7725 

X 252 or email to jbecker@oloph.org 
 

After June 1, our next Special Needs Mass is  

July 6 at 4:00 p.m. 

ǩIșST FǸȍǥȂY, 
ǩIșST 

ǹAǺUșǥȂY 
& ǹȝȓǥȂY 
DEǽOǺǬȔȓS 

 

All are invited to come and  
pray with our parish community. 

 

First Saturday Devotionsñin honor of Our Lady 
of Fatimañwill be conducted Saturday,           

June 1 beginning with the Rosary at 7:40 a.m., 
Mass at 8:00 a.m. and continued devotion        
following Mass.  
 

Each month, all are invited to join the members 

of the Nocturnal Adoration Society for             

Eucharistic Adoration.  Adoration will be held 

on Saturday, June 1 from 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 

p.m.  Reflecting the diverse community present at 
OLPH, each hour of the evening is celebrated in 
different languages (Spanish, Polish, English). 
The  evening concludes with Benediction at 11:00 

p.m. 
 

First Sunday Devotions ñAdoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament will take place Sunday,        

June 2 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

First Friday Devotions will take place June 7 

after the 6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. Masses. 

mailto:straightclaw@optonline.net
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SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
at the  

12:00 Noon Mass  

SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 2019 
 

Weõll be celebrating the  

Sacrament of  the Anointing of  the Sick  

during the 12:00 Noon Mass 

 on Sunday, June 2. 

Anyone in need of  being anointed 

is invited to participate in the Mass 

and to receive the Sacrament when it is offered. 

We have also invited our parishioners 

who are homebound and who receive Holy Communion at home. 
 

This Sacrament brings the blessings of Godõs comfort, peace and grace, offering 

strength and the assurance that one is facing the illness 
in union with Christ. 

 

Who should be anointed?  

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is for baptized Christians 
whose health is seriously impaired by sickness or old age. 

It should be celebrated at the beginning of the illness or during the illness 

and should not be delayed.  
So, the condition should be more serious than just a cold or some normal illness,  

but the old thinking about waiting until one is near death 

is no longer proper for this Sacrament, either. 
Also, it is appropriate to be anointed before undergoing any kind of surgery, 

or when one has received a diagnosis and will be undergoing a course of treatment 

 for something significant. 
 

Please let us know ahead of  time 

if  you would like to be anointed at that Mass! 
Please notify us in advance so we can make adequate preparations: 

Call the rectory at (631) 226-7725 and leave word. 
 

òThrough this holy anointing 

may the Lord in his love and mercy help you with the grace of the Holy Spirit.ó 

ˈRite of  Anointing of  the Sick 


