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PASTORAL STAFF   
Pastor: Reverend Monsignor Joseph DeGrocco 

Parochial Vicars: Reverend Fidelis Ezeani, Reverend Frank Zero 

Deacons: Deacon William Crosby, Deacon Douglas G. Smith, Deacon Robert A. Becker 

Business Manager: Mr. Thomas Crennan 

Director of Faith Formation: Mrs. April Kleinlaut 

Music Director: Mr. Christopher Ferraro 
————————–————————————————————————-— 

Deacon Frank Odin, Retired  

COME AND PRAY… 
Our church is open 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. seven 

days a week, except for Thursdays when it closes 
after the 12:15 p.m. Mass for cleaning. 

Come in and spend some time in prayer. 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday – Friday 

  6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 

Saturday Morning: 

8:00 a.m.  

Saturday Afternoon (Sunday Anticipated): 

5:00 p.m.  

Sunday Masses:   

8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.,  
12:00 p.m. & 5:00 p.m. 

  
LITURGY OF THE HOURS 

We pray Evening Prayer each Saturday and 

Sunday after the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  
We pray Daytime Prayer each Wednesday 

at 1:50 p.m. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Mondays following the 12:15 p.m. Mass  

(except on Holy Days of Obligation)  

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available by 

making an appointment with one of our priests. 
 
 

OLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONS 
Monday afternoons  

at 12:45 p.m. in the church  
 

ADORATION OF THE  

BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Wednesday: 12:45 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

First Saturday: 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday- Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Saturday:  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

Sunday:  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 
              210 South Wellwood Avenue +  Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +        

Telephone:  631-226-7725  + Fax: 631-225-9597 +  
www.olphlindenhurst.com  + Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

From the cloud came a voice that said,  

“This is my beloved Son,  

with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”   
Matthew 17:5b 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
March 8, 2020 
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DOWNLOAD THE OLPH APP 

Q: How do new parishioners register for an account? 

A: Registering for FORMED is easier than ever: 
 

Go to formed.org/signup 

Select your parish 

Register with your name and email address 

Check that email account for a link to begin using 

FORMED 
 

Q: Do parishioners still need to use our parish code or 

custom registration URL? 

A: Registering has become a lot easier and parish codes and 

custom registration urls are no longer needed for your    

parishioners to register for FORMED through your parish! 

Now, parishioners simply need to go to formed.org/signup 

and find your parish to register. 
 

Q: Will parishioners user emails and passwords still 

work? 

A: Passwords are being phased out. Parishioner emails will 

still work. Parishioners do not need to re-register to sign in. 

March 8, 2020 
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

Second Sunday of Lent 

    The Gospel for the Second Sunday of Lent 
each year is always one of the accounts of the     
Transfiguration of Jesus, from one of the Synoptic 
Gospels (St. Matthew, St. Mark or St. Luke). As we 
are currently in Cycle “A” of the Sunday Lectionary 
readings, we hear from St. Matthew this year.  
    The account of the Transfiguration we hear 
from St. Matthew has all the marks of a biblical    
theophany, i.e., a self-revelation of God. The voice 

from the clouds, the fear of the bystanders and the 
mountain site are all indications of a divine-human 
encounter. The voice from the cloud, understood to 

be God’s, repeats what was said at Jesus’ baptism. It 
is in sharp contrast to the mocking of the tempter in 
last Sunday’s Gospel, “If you are the Son of God…” 
Today Jesus’ mission and identity are affirmed; He 
will continue to Jerusalem and to His death and   
resurrection. We will walk with Him in these Lenten 
days. 
    To enter more deeply into the celebration of 
the Second Sunday, and the entire second week, of 
Lent, take some time to reflect not only on the    
Gospel of the Transfiguration, but also on the 
phrases used in the Collect (Opening Prayer) of the 
Mass of the day: “listen to your beloved Son;” “nourish 
us inwardly by your word;” “spiritual sight made pure;” 

“rejoice to behold your glory.” Such imagery all but puts 

us right there in the Transfiguration scene! Imagine 
what it would have been like to have actually been 
there! Can you picture yourself beholding the Lord’s 
transfigured glory along with Peter, James and John? 
What would your reaction be? How would that    
experience change you? 
    We continue to be reminded of Lent as a   
journey toward Easter as we pray the words of the 
Preface (the beginning of the Eucharistic Prayer,  
before the Holy, Holy) for this Sunday: “the Passion 

leads to the glory of the Resurrection.” During Lent we 

strive to take up our cross and believe more deeply 
that through Christ, with Christ and in Christ our 
sufferings and difficulties will lead to new life. That’s 
the power of Christ’s Paschal Mystery in our life. 
    Take some time this week to reflect on the   
entire mystery, the Paschal Mystery, that is our focus 
during Lent-Easter Time ― that in order to rise   
with Christ we must die with Him, and how we            
experience that passage and transformation through 
Him, with Him, and in Him, in our daily life. 
 
OLPH Parish Mission―March 29, 30 and 31 

    I’d like you to mark your calendar and set the 
time aside NOW to attend this year’s Parish Lenten 

Mission. Look for the information elsewhere in the 

bulletin. As always, the Lenten Mission is an        
important part of our Lenten journey toward Easter; 
attending a Mission, like going on retreat, and     
opening ourselves to the renewal and reawakening 
that comes with attending a Mission, is sort of   
“hard-wired” into our Catholic “genes” and is      
always a wonderful way to observe the holiness of 
the Lenten season. 
  This year’s presenter is a returnee: Fr. Paul      
Colloton, who was here a couple of years ago, is 
coming back by popular demand! Fr. Paul is a      
colleague with Chris Ferraro and me in the world of 
liturgical theology. Everyone loved Fr. Paul when he 
was here the first time and I am thrilled that he has 
accepted our invitation to return. Fr. Paul will take 
as his topics three very powerful Gospels, this year’s 
Gospels for the Third, Fourth and Fifth Sunday of 
Lent: The Woman at the Well, The Man Born Blind, 
and The Raising of Lazarus. I know his reflections 
and keen spiritual insights, in addition to his humor, 
will make for some very moving and enlightening 
inspirational talks. 
    I urge everyone to plan now and to make every 
effort to attend as much of the Mission as you can ― 
ideally, all three nights. 

 
Adult Faith Formation: The Responsorial Psalms of 

Lent 

    Are you participating in our special              
opportunity for adult faith formation during Lent, 
our study of the Responsorial Psalms we pray at    
Sunday Mass during Lent? It’s never too late to hop 
on board; each week is its own little session, so you 
can come at any time. What a great opportunity to 
commit to a Lenten spiritual practice, and at the 
same time enrich our celebration of Sunday Mass! 
It’s presented in a very user-friendly format, taking 
only a half-hour on a Sunday morning in between 

the 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 Noon Masses. Look for the 
information about this elsewhere in this bulletin, and 
be sure to come to one or more of the sessions.  
 
Stations of the Cross 

    Allow me to remind you to participate in the 
beautiful Lenten devotion of Stations of the Cross, 
held each Friday night during Lent and led by a    
different organization or ministry in our parish (and 
sometimes more than one of them working together 
on an evening). In addition to participating in a  
wonderful Lenten spiritual exercise for your own 

spiritual enrichment, your coming out on Friday 
nights to attend would show great solidarity and  

March 8, 2020 
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support to these fellow parishioners who are making 
this offering of service for YOU. Come to Stations 
together as a family each Friday night, making it an 

opportunity for family prayer time together! 
 
When will you go to Confession during Lent? Don’t wait 

until the last minute!  

    Here’s your weekly Lenten reminder from me: 
have you put a date and time in your calendar, to set 
going to Confession as an actual appointment? Make 
it a point now to plan when you will go, and I would 
point your attention to Monday of Holy Week (April 
6) as possibly the BEST time to go to Confession, 
because priests will be available constantly from 3:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on that day, and you will be       

celebrating that sacrament in solidarity with all      
the other Catholics in this Diocese, and in the          
Archdiocese of New York and the Diocese of  
Brooklyn, who will be observing this “Reconciliation 
Monday” in their parishes in the same way, with  
extended Confession times! Of course, as always, 
you can call or e-mail one of the priests and make a 
separate appointment to see him for Confession! 
We’ll be happy to see you that way, too! What could 
possibly be easier than that? 
 
Altar Server meeting this Monday, March 9 

    I remind all our Altar Servers (that’s all our 

young Altar Servers, not the adults who serve at 
weekday Masses and Funerals) about the very      
important meeting on this Monday, March 9 at 4:30 
p.m. We will discuss the Holy Week/Sacred Paschal 
Triduum schedule, along with other important    
business. All current Altar Servers are required to 

attend (although this does not include the newbies 

who are in training), even if you will be away for 
Easter. I look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Brick Memorialization―A batch has been sent out for 

engraving 

    Brick memorializations in our beautiful and 

prayerful “Let the Children Come to Me” Prayer 
Garden continue to be available on an ongoing basis. 
We have, however, started the process of preparing 
to send out the next batch for engraving, and current 
plans for this next batch to be installed this Spring 
and blessed at the end of June (all those who          
memorialized a brick in this latest batch will receive 
a letter announcing when the blessing will be). I 
thank those who have memorialized a brick over the 
past months for their patience and understanding,   
as we have waited until we had enough                      
memorializations to make it worthwhile for us to 

engrave and install the next batch. 

    This brick memorialization program is very 
important to us, so I thank you for your support of 
this fund raiser for the parish. Remember: it’s OK to 

memorialize more than one brick, so if you have 
done so in the past, maybe you could consider taking 
another one. Also, spread the word to others outside 
the parish; you don’t have to be a parishioner of 
OLPH to memorialize a brick, and, in fact, you don’t 
even have to be Catholic! Bricks memorialized from 
this point forward will be installed and blessed at 
some later point in the future after this June, and     
so I thank you for your anticipated patience and           
understanding if you send in a form from this point 
on. 
 

Report on AmazonSmile 

    As you know, OLPH participates in             
AmazonSmile, whereby OLPH receives a donation 
for every purchase made on Amazon when the buyer 
designates OLPH as his/her charity (see the details 
elsewhere in the bulletin, and please sign up for this 
if you have not already done so). I’m grateful to Ken 
Hale, a member of our Finance Committee, for   
heading this up. 
    I wanted to share with you the report that in 
our first year of doing this, a cumulative total of 
$641.02 has been received to date by OLPH. With 
our finances always so tight, every little bit helps! 
Thanks to all of you who subscribe. Please keep     
using it, and please spread the word so that we can 
raise even more income from this very easy and      
no-cost source of income. 
 
In conclusion… 

    Together, let’s aim high in Christ. Together, 
let’s bring out the best in each other. Together, let’s 
be the best we can be in Christ. 
    And let’s always remember: LOVE IS A 
GIFT. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

March 8, 2020 
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

Stations of the Cross 
Fridays 

at 7:30 p.m. in the church  
March 13, 20 and April 3 

March 27 3:00 p.m. 

April 10 12:00  Noon 

March 13 led by  

Fr. Frank, the Youth Service Corps, Family Life and CLW 
 

 

We are continuing the custom of having different groups from the parish lead the     
Stations of the Cross on the Friday nights during Lent as a great way to highlight the 

traditional Lenten devotion of the Stations of the Cross.  

CONFESSIONS 
Every Monday  

following the 12:15 p.m. weekday Mass 
 

Saturdays: March 14, 21, 28 

4:00 p.m.– 4:45 p.m. 
 

Saturday April 4: 3:00 p.m.– 4:00 p.m. 
 

 

Monday of Holy Week, April 6: 

3:00 p.m.– 9:00 p.m. 

THE EASTER VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT 

SATURDAY, APRIL 11  

at 8:00 P.M. 
Note: There is NO 5:00 p.m. Mass on Saturday, April 11 

EASTER SUNDAY  

OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 

SUNDAY, APRIL 12  
7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. & 1:00 p.m. 

Note: There is NO 5:00 p.m. Mass on Easter Sunday 

PLAN NOW FOR EASTER... 



Page 6 

 

March 8, 2020 

 

PASSION, PRAISE & PASCHAL MYSTERY 

Friday, March 27, 2020 

7:30 p.m. in the church 
 

An Evening of Choral Music  

& Meditations on Christ’s Passion and Death 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP MUSIC MINISTRY  

PARISH LENTEN MISSION 
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

Evening Prayer 
All are invited to pray     
Evening Prayer on Saturdays 

and Sundays after the 5:00 
p.m. Mass.  Here we pray the 

psalms, listen to the Word of 
God and give thanks to God 

for the blessings of the day. 
Evening Prayer is usually about ten to fifteen 
minutes in length.  So come and pray… 
 

Saturdays and Sundays 

after the 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Novena 
to Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 

 

Each Monday, parishioners pray 
to seek the help and assistance of 
the Lord for healing, family, children and the 

needs of the world, seeking the intercession of 
the Blessed Mother, concluding with  veneration 

of a relic of St. Catherine  Laboure.  Take some 
time each Monday to join in the OLPH Novena. 

Monday, March 9—12:45 p.m. 

Monday, March 16—12:45 p.m. 

Monday, March 23—12:45 p.m. 

March 8, 2020 

ABSTINENCE 

AND FASTING 
 

All Catholics who have 

reached their fourteenth 

(14th) year are bound to 

abstain entirely from 

meat on all the Fridays 

of Lent. All Catholics between the ages 

of eighteen (18) and fifty-nine (59)        

inclusive are also bound to observe the 

law of fast on Good Friday. This means 

limiting oneself to a single full meal and 

avoiding food between meals. Two other 

light meals, which   together do not equal 

a full meal, may be taken during the day. 

Those whose work or health would be 

impaired are excused from fast and      

abstinence. Individual conscience should 

decide proper cause for excuse. A more 

serious reason is required to excuse     

oneself from the Good Friday fast and             

abstinence. 

MEETING FOR  

ALL ALTAR SERVERS 

All Altar Servers are required to attend 

an important meeting on Monday, 

March 9 at 4:30 p.m. in the church. 

Among other items, we will discuss     

assignments for Holy Week, the Sacred 
P a s ch a l  T r i du u m  an d  F i r s t                

Communions and Confirmation. All 

servers are expected to attend. You are 

expected to attend even if you will be 

away for Easter; other things will be 

discussed besides Easter. If you           

absolutely cannot be there, you must 

contact Msgr. Joe as soon as possible. 

Thank you. (Note: this meeting applies 
only to the young people who serve; it 

does not apply to the adults who serve at 

weekday Masses and Funerals.) 

We are looking for young singers in 3rd grade 

through 12th grade to sing with our youth choir at 

our Easter Sunday Mass at 9:00 a.m. Only two     

rehearsals are required. For more information  

contact Amy Keller at mrs.amykeller@yahoo.com. 

Please consider joining us for this special day and 

lending your voice to praise the Risen Lord. 

CALLING YOUNG SINGERS!  

mailto:mrs.amykeller@yahoo.com
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LITURGICAL PRACTICES DURING THE CORONAVIRUS SITUATION 

BLESSING OF BREAD AND PASTRIES ON ST. JOSEPH’S DAY 
        Thursday, March 19 is the Solemnity of St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. It is traditional to bless bread, pastries, and other food and to give a  portion of it 
to the poor. Therefore, we will be offering a blessing of bread, pastries (and any other 
St. Joseph’s foods traditional to your family) at our two weekday Masses at 6:30 a.m. 

and 12:15 p.m. on Thursday, March 19. Join in marking St. Joseph’s Day in this way 
by bringing your breads and pastries to be blessed! 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION—THE RESPONSORIAL PSALMS OF LENT 

This season of Lent, as we prepare for the Passion, Death and Resurrection of the Lord, the Adult Faith           

Formation program at OLPH is offering an uplifting experience to make ready for the Solemnity of Easter. Every 

Sunday through March 29 we will offer parishioners the opportunity to study the Responsorial Psalms used in 
each Sunday’s celebration of the Eucharist. We will meet from 11:15 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. each Sunday in the St. 

Lucy Meeting Room in the basement of the rectory to examine and discuss the joyful message of the Paschal Mystery. 

Each session will feature a discussion of the themes of the Responsorial Psalm of the day, led by the members of 
the Pastoral Staff. Attend all of the sessions, or select those that that fit your schedule. Bring your Bible and join 
us to break open the Word of the Lord.  

Date Responsorial Psalm Presenter 

March 8 Psalm 33 Msgr. Joe 

March 15 Psalm 95 April Kleinlaut 

March 22 Psalm 23 Fr. Frank 

March 29 Psalm 130 Deacon Doug 

          In compliance with directives issued by the Diocese of Rockville Centre, Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Parish has instituted these changes in our liturgical practice during the     

period of time when the spread of the coronavirus is of great concern: 
 

Communion from the Chalice: The offering of the Precious Blood to the assisting lay    
ministers in the sanctuary and to the assembly will, until further notice, be suspended. Msgr. 

Joe offers his apologies to those parishioners for whom receiving Holy Communion under the full     
expression of both forms is such an integral part of their liturgical sacramental encounter with the       
Eucharistic Lord, and we regret that your experience of that expression will be temporarily abridged. 
While we will comply with Diocesan directives, this suspension of the offering of the chalice will be   
temporary only during the coronavirus situation and will be restored as soon as is possible. 

 

Handshake at the Sign of Peace: The handshake at the Sign of Peace will not be exchanged until further    
notice. A non-contact gesture is to be used, such as a head nod and a smile along with the verbal      

greeting, “The peace of Christ be with you” or “Peace be with you.” 
 

Receiving Communion on the Tongue: Faithful who normally receive Holy Communion on the tongue 
should very seriously consider refraining from the practice and instead employ the other option of          
receiving in the hand. The possibility of contagion is very great when saliva from one communicant’s 
mouth winds up on the minister’s fingers, and then that minister continues to administer hosts to others 
and even makes contact with another communicant’s tongue. It would be a great act of charity and       
selflessness made for the good of all to refrain from one’s usual practice of receiving on the tongue and 
instead to receive in the hand. 

 

Greeting People after Mass: Please do not be offended if the priest and/or deacon choose not to shake your 

hand when greeting people after Mass. The Diocese had advised that it might be advisable to              
temporarily discontinue this practice. 

 

Mass Attendance: MOST IMPORTANTLY, IF YOU ARE SICK, STAY HOME! There is no obligation 

to attend Mass if you are sick; it is not a sin to miss Mass for this reason. Also, there is no need to go to 
Confession if you miss Mass because you are sick. 

UPDATE! 
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WE NEED YOU!  WE WANT YOU! 

OLPH IS RECRUITING NEW READERS, USHERS AND 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

All liturgical ministers must complete a Volunteer Registration Form, have Virtus training and be a registered     
parishioner.  For information about becoming Virtus compliant: Contact Helene Calabrese at hcalab2@optonline.net. 

WHAT DO USHERS DO? 
Ushers serve an important role in the liturgy! First and foremost, they are ministers of hospitality who         

welcome all those who come to liturgy. They help create an environment conducive to worship by the way 
they greet people with warmth and friendliness. Ushers also serve by guiding the movement of the assembly 
during processions such as the reception of Holy Communion and at other times. Taking up the collection is 
another way Ushers serve the assembly. 

WHO SHOULD BECOME AN USHER? 
Anyone, including teens who have received Confirmation, can become an Usher. 

This is a great ministry for families to do together…the young ones can do this 

with parents and older children! 

HOW DO I BECOME AN USHER? 
You should contact Mike Williams at olphushersministry@gmail.com 
or, if you don’t have e-mail, leave a message for Msgr. Joe at the Parish Office,   
(631) 226-7725 and he will pass the message along to Mike. 

DIOCESAN TRAINING SESSIONS: 
 

Saturday, April 25, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

at St. Christopher’s, Baldwin (McGoldrick Hall) 
 

Wednesday, May 13, 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.  
at St. Elizabeth’s Parish, Melville (Msgr. Kane Hall) 

 
Saturday, May 16, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

at St. Rosalie’s, Hampton Bays (Community Center) 

WHAT DO EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS DO? 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
assist the priests and deacons in the distribution 
of Holy Communion at Mass. Those who wish 
can also go on for extra training to bring Holy 
Communion to our homebound sisters and 
brothers.  

 

HOW DO I BECOME AN  

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTER? 

1.You must contact Barbara McPhail at 
631.226-1354 or e-mail to gospa254@gmail.com.   
 

2. You must send a letter to Msgr. Joe at the Parish 
Office or e-mail to msgrjoe@oloph.org requesting to 
become a minister.  
 

3. You must meet with Msgr. Joe for an interview. 
 

4. You must attend one of the diocesan training    
sessions.  

WHAT DO READERS DO? 
Readers proclaim the Scriptures and sometimes the 
Intercessions at Sunday and daily Mass and at other 
liturgies.  
 

HOW DO I BECOME A READER? 
1. You must contact Deacon Robert Becker at        

 631-226-6175 to leave a message or send an 
email to DeaconRobert@oloph.org. 

 

2. You must attend one of the diocesan training   
sessions. 

mailto:jean.bjork@gmail.com
mailto:olphushersministry@gmail.com
mailto:gospa254@gmail.com
mailto:DeaconRobert@oloph.org,
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2020 OLPH GOAL:  
$110,400 

Total pledged: $90,205 

# of pledges: 301 

Total payments: $50,395.50 
As of 3/3/20 
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JOSEPH & MARY 

If you would like to add a heart or a cross to your brick, it will be engraved on the left hand side. 

March 8, 2020 

JOSEPH & MARY 

If you would like to add a heart or a cross to your brick, it will be engraved on the left hand side. 
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OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION 
 

Located in the Rectory 

Phone # 631.226.7725 x. 253 

Email: religioused@oloph.org 

Director: Mrs. April Kleinlaut 

(akleinlaut@oloph.org) 

 

 OFFICE HOURS 

Monday: 9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m. 

Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 12:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Friday: CLOSED 

Saturday: By Appointment 

March 8, 2020 

Vacation Bible Camp Needs You!  

Planning Meeting Thursday, March 19 at 6:00 

p.m. in room 3 of  the school.  Please consider     

being a part of  our Conductors Team!  

Contact April for 
more information!   

Save the Date 
Vacation Bible Camp 

July 13th - July 17th   
Levels 6, 7, & Service Corps: 

Looking for service hours? 

Join us for our Lenten Mission 

Service Series. Serve your     

community through the     

Works of Mercy! 
 

On Tuesday, March 10  

pray for the living and the dead 

by rehearsing for Stations of 

the Cross in the auditorium 

from 4:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, March 13 

meet in the church at 6:30 p.m. 

for a run-through beforehand. 

Level 8:  

On Sunday, March 8  

rooms 19,20,21,22, and 24 have 

their retreat. Meet in the       

auditorium at 2:00 p.m. for 

your ice cream social! 

On Wednesday, March 11 Level 7 

 students will meet in the auditorium for their 

meeting on Social Justice! 

OLPH Level 8 (Group A)

Confirmandi received a blessing 

from Fr. Fidelis at the 5:00 p.m. 

Mass at the conclusion of their 

Confirmation Retreat held     

Sunday, March 1! 

Happy Saint of the Day!  

St. Maria Goretti 
St. Maria Goretti was born in Italy to a 

big farm family. Her father died of      

malaria, leaving her mother as the head 

of the household. While  her  brothers  

and  sisters helped in the fields, Maria 

stayed at home to take care of her  youngest sister, and she kept 

up with all the household work. While she was sewing one day 

on the porch, a young man attacked her and left her for dead. 

She was rushed to the hospital, but her doctor knew there was 

no saving her. She was 12 years old, and one of the last things 

she did was to forgive her attacker. 

Level 5: 

On Saturday, March 14 meet in 

the auditorium during class for 

a Parent/Child Workshop  

on Lent! 
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Food Pantry List! 
 

SHELF STABLE MILK 

COFFEE 

JELLY 

CANNED FRUIT 

CANNED TUNA 

CEREAL 

BAKED BEANS 

 MACARONI & CHEESE 

TOILETRIES 

PAPER PRODUCTS 
 
 

 

Thank you  

for your continued generosity. 

 

Cut out this list and bring it  

with you when you go shopping! 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul      
Located in the “New” School Building 
Use the parking lot located on the corner of 

Gates & High Streets 

 631.226.7725 x. 234 
The office is open:   

Monday, Wednesday and Friday  

 9:00 a.m.—12 Noon 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m.  

 

 In the Gospel Jesus is transfigured and a voice from 

heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; Listen to him.” 

Do we listen to Jesus when he asks us to take care of 

our brothers and sisters who are suffering?  Your gift in 

the St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box will help the poor to  

celebrate the grace of God’s love this Easter. 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 Bereavement Ministry: Linda Arpino—631.592.1062—forubabe77@gmail.com 

 Blue Door Thrift Boutique: Tricia Buckley—631.561.5790—thebluedoor@oloph.org 

 Catholics for the Freedom of Religion:  Kathy Feldman—631 225-9864— cdefeldman@optonline.net   

 Community Meal: Mary Leon— mleon719@yahoo.com 

 Homeless Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com—Peggy Pannullo—631. 921.5994—justin97@aol.com 

 Hospital Visitors: Peter O’Neill—631-226-6340—oneillp@optonline.net 

 Middle Ages: Gail Tonnessen—631.957.1449—gtonness@optonline.net 

 Nursing Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com 

 Respect Life Committee: Louise Perrotta—631.412.3831—louiseperrotta@optonline.net 

 St. Vincent de Paul Society: Deborah Deasy—631.226.7725, x. 234 

 Senior Moments/Spirituality: Virginia Beyrer—631-226-6635 

 Special Needs Ministry: Jessica Becker Paolo—631.226.6175—jbecker@oloph.org 

March 8, 2020 

Babylon Lions Club 

59th Annual Pancake Breakfast  

Sunday, March 29 
 at Babylon Memorial Grade School, 

 Park Avenue, Babylon  

 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.   

Tickets: $6 per person  

Tickets are  available at www.babylonlions.com,  

by calling 631-481-9830 or can be purchased at the door. 

 

All proceeds go to local charities including OLPH St. Vincent de Paul.  

mailto:cdefeldman@optonline.net
mailto:mleon719@yahoo.com
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

HOMELESS MINISTRY 
DONATIONS: 

We can use gift cards (Visa, Amazon, etc.) or finan-
cial donations, and we'll do the shopping for the 
items most often needed. 

We have a DESPERATE need for: 

New packages of men’s underwear S-3XL 

New packages of men’s socks 

Hats and gloves 

Clean, gently used men’s jeans,  

hoodies, waterproof coats and sneakers  
Donations can be dropped off at the Parish  Office from 
9:00 a.m.—9:00 p.m. daily and 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. on 

the weekends. 

COMMUNITY MEAL  

Sunday, March 8 at 1:00 p.m.  
 in the Cafeteria will celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 
…featuring corned beef and cabbage, ham, and 

Irish Soda Bread. 
If you can cook, serve or help with set up  

please contact me at gtonness@optonline.net 
 or call Gail at 631-957-1449. 

MIDDLE AGES 

Are you a lady in your 40s, 50s, or 60s?  

 Are you looking to meet other women  

who share your interest in spirituality,  

socializing and social action?   

Our next meeting:  

 Tuesday, March 17 
St. Patrick’s/St. Joseph’s Dinner (off premises)  

 

Call Gail Tonnessen at 631-957-1449  

or email her at gtonness@optonline.net 
 
 

 
 

 
 

SENIOR MOMENTS 
GIVE YOURSELF A CHALLENGE  

The Senior Moments Ministry is a committed        
spiritual family who meet once a month on  

the 2nd Tuesday of the month. 

Our next meeting: 

Tuesday, March 10 

 9:00 a.m. in Room 24 

March 8, 2020 

CATHOLICS FOR THE FREEDOM OF RELIGION 

OLPH participated at the 40 Days for Life outside the Hempstead Planned Parenthood.  

Join us in prayer at home, in church or at 70 Maple Ave, Smithtown.  

Tuesday, March 17 St. Patrick’s/St. Peter’s Dinner (off premises)  

mailto:gtonness@optonline.net
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SERVING AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER 
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  AND CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parish Phone: (631) 226-7725  Parish Fax: (631) 225-9597 
Directory of Phone Extensions 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Baptism ceremonies are held on the second and fourth Sundays of the month. 
Parents wishing to have a child baptized must attend a baptism preparation    
session before the baptism; these sessions are held on the first and third      
Thursdays of the month excluding holidays. Contact the Parish Office to begin 
the process of having your child baptized. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as well as those in danger of death, 
should receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please call the Parish 
Office and ask for one of our priests. 
 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have been baptized in another Christian 
faith and wish to become Catholic, or who have been baptized Catholic and 
wish to be confirmed and receive Holy Communion, are invited to join the    
process of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Please contact Jeffrey Gaab 
at (631) 965-0076 or e-mail at jsg375@gmail.com to begin the process. 
 

ADULT CONFIRMATION 

Adults who have been baptized Catholic and who have received Holy          
Communion but who still need the Sacrament of Confirmation should enroll in 
our Adult Confirmation Classes. Please contact Deacon Robert Becker at       
631-226-6175 or e-mail to DeaconRobert@oloph.org.  

 

THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Please contact the Parish Office at least SIX MONTHS before the desired date 
of your wedding.   

Name Ext Email 

Carmel Becker, Bulletin 246 cbecker@oloph.org 

Carole Carrano, Parish Secretary 212 ccarrano@oloph.org 

Linda Coppola, Business Office Assistant 214 lcoppola@oloph.org 

Thomas Crennan, Business Manager 204 tcrennan@oloph.org 

Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco, Pastor 206 msgrjoe@oloph.org 

Fr. Fidelis Ezeani, Associate Pastor 226 fadaprince4christ@yahoo.com 

Faith Formation Office 253 religioused@oloph.org 

Christopher Ferraro, Director of Music 210 cferraro@oloph.org 

April Kleinlaut, Director of Faith Formation 257 akleinlaut@oloph.org 

Rectory Reception Desk 200  

St. Vincent de Paul 234 stvincentdepaul@oloph.org 

Josephine Vagelatos,  

Administrative Assistant to the Pastor 

206 

 

jvagelatos@oloph.org 

Fr. Frank Zero, Associate Pastor 203 fzero@oloph.org 

YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Vincent Boccanfuso 
Eileen Corticchia (Chair) 

Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 
Jeffrey Gaab 
Joselyn Kalt 
Mary Leon 

Rachelle Louis-Jacques 
Carlton Mitchell 
Kevin Sabella, Jr. 
Kevin Sabella, Sr. 

Adele Venezia 
 

Please feel free to speak to any 
member of the Pastoral Council 

with any questions you might have. 
 

YOUR PARISH TRUSTEES 

Gerry Chille 
John Reynolds 

 

YOUR PARISH  

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

David Barrett 
Bill Bendernagel  

Gerry Chille (Chair) 
Thomas Crennan 

Meg Danaher, CFP®, CLU®  

Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 
Christine Donovan 

Marie Gagneron 
Kenneth Hale 

Bob Meade 
Bob Mehm  

John Reynolds 
Kevin Sabella, Sr.  

 

Please feel free to speak to any 
member of the Finance Committee 
with any questions you might have. 

 

YOUR PARISH  

LITURGY COMMITTEE 

Fauvette Auguste  
Deacon Robert Becker 

Mark Costantino 
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 

Chris Ferraro 
MaryAnn Haas 

Jenine Jimenez-Spina  
Denise Martinez  
Barbara McPhail 

Deacon Doug Smith 
Mike Williams 

 

Please feel free to speak to any 
member of the Liturgy Committee 

with any questions you might have. 

March 8, 2020 

mailto:DeaconRobert@oloph.org,
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PRAYING FOR AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER 

WE BELIEVE 
We pray for the sick of our parish… 

If a family member or close friend is ill, please let 
us know so our community can pray for them. To 
have your name or the name of a loved one listed 

in our parish bulletin, please call the Parish Office. 

Please make sure the person is aware the request 

has been made and that they are agreeable with 

their name printed in the bulletin. The name will 

remain on the list for about four weeks.  

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted."    
Matthew 5:4 

If you are mourning the loss of a loved one, the 
support of your Catholic faith community 

should be a source of comfort and strength. A 
bereavement group run by trained facilitators 

helps grieving people learn skills for navigating 
their loss and opportunities to share their stories 

of loss. The Bereavement Support Group is a     

parish-based ministry responding to the needs of 
the recently bereaved by offering emotional, and 

sometimes practical, support as they learn to 
cope with their loss.  
 

If you have suffered the loss of a loved one and 

would like to know more about the OLPH   

Support Group Program, please contact Linda 

Arpino at 631-592-1062 or Marige Reyes at 631-
608-3658. You may also leave your name and 

contact information with the receptionist in the 
rectory.   

WE REMEMBER 
We remember those who have died in our parish 

community this week: 
 

Rosemarie C.  Borgia  

Margaret Liotta  

Loretta Ferraro 

Susan Marcantonio 
“O God, who through the ending of present things open up the 

beginning of things to come, grant, we pray, that the soul of your 

servant may be led to you to attain the inheritance of eternal 

redemption.” 

WE CELEBRATE 
God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has freed you from sin, 
given you a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and 

welcomed you into his holy people.   

-Rite of Baptism 
 

Jasper Patrick Griske 
 

    We welcome the newest members 

    of the Catholic community here at OLPH! 

PERPETUAL HELP MASS 
SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2020   

5:00 P.M. MASS 

Margaret McCloud Requested by Stephanie Purcell 

Marchetti Family   
Living & Deceased 

Requested by Patricia Marchetti 

John Kenneth Hoffman Requested by Julie DiVilio 

Franciszek Wegrzynowski Requested by  
Christina Wegrzynowski 

John Hoffman Sr. Requested by Aimee,  
Stephanie & Kelly from  
Nawrocki-Smith 

Vincent Ferraro Requested by  
The Gensch Family 

Arleen M. Luhrs Requested by  
Ann Marie McManus 

Robert Ludwig Requested by  
The Rigney Family 

Thomas Scanlon Requested by Regina Scanlon 

March 8, 2020 

Louis Grasso  

Carol Kennelly  

Frank Merendino  

Gordon Hinds  

John Guidice  

John Leyden  

Patricia Wilson  

Lauren Mule  
Roseanne Buonpastore  

Anna Commarato  

Wilton W. Widman  

Beatrice Stysiack  

Emily Pizzirusso  

Theresa Ann Henry  

Anna Niebrzydowska 

Dolores Otten  

Nora McMahon  

Patricia Kleczkowski 
 Richard Kleczkowski  

Mary Hawkins  

Florence Shea   

Dora Mirabal  
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Monday, March 9, 2020 

9:00 a.m. St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry Room 24 

10:00 a.m. Blue Door Boutique Convent 

12:45 p.m. Devotions Church 

2:30 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul  Business Meeting Room 24 

4:30 p.m. Altar Server Meeting Church 

Tuesday, March 10, 2020 

9:00 a.m. Senior Moments Room 24 

4:15 p.m. New Altar Server Training Church 

6:45 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Cafeteria 

7:00 p.m. Holy Name Society Room 24 

7:00 p.m. Spanish Prayer Business Meeting Room 18 

Wednesday, March 11, 2020 

9:00 a.m. St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry Room 24 

10:00 a.m. Blue Door Boutique Convent 

12:45 p.m. Exposition Church 

2:00 p.m. Legion of Mary Room 24 

5:30 p.m. Religious Ed. Classes School 

5:30 p.m. Level 7 Student Meeting Auditorium 

6:00 p.m. Van Run Room 12 

7:00 p.m.  Religious Ed. Classes School 

7:00 p.m. Family Life Meeting Cafeteria 

Thursday, March 12, 2020 
1:00 p.m.-on Church closed for cleaning Church 

4:30 p.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal Room 16 

7:00 p.m. Spanish Prayer Group Cafeteria 

7:30 p.m. Adult Choir Church 

8:00 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous Room 24 

Friday, March 13, 2020 

9:00 a.m. St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry Room 24 

10:00 a.m. Blue Door Boutique Convent 

7:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross Church 

Saturday, March 14, 2020 

8:30, 10:00 Religious Ed. Classes School 

8:30, 10:00 Level 5 Parent/Child Auditorium 

1:00 p.m. CYO Auditorium 

4:00 p.m. Confessions Church 

6:00 p.m. Parish Census  Church Lobby 

6:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Church 

6:30 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Cafeteria 

Sunday, March 15, 2020 

8:00 a.m. Parish Census  Church Lobby 

9:15 a.m. RCIC Room 18 

11:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation St. Lucy Rm 

1:00 p.m. CYO Auditorium 

2:00 p.m. K of C Ceremony Church 

6:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Church 

6:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Cafeteria 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  

MONDAY, March 9— 

LENTEN WEEKDAY 
(Saint Frances of Rome, Religious) 

6:30 Virginia Capriola 

12:15 Jeanne R. Calise 

TUESDAY, March 10—    

LENTEN WEEKDAY  

6:30 Joanne Fuechtmann 

12:15 Janet E. Montana 

WEDNESDAY, March 11— 

LENTEN WEEKDAY  

6:30 Philip Fidelis Gomes 

12:15 Rose N. Patiri 

THURSDAY, March 12— 

LENTEN WEEKDAY  

6:30 Donald J. Smith 

12:15 Marilou Csizmadia 

FRIDAY, March 13— 

LENTEN WEEKDAY  

6:30 Gerard Fitzpatrick 

12:15 Ernesto Hernandez 

SATURDAY, March 14—  

LENTEN WEEKDAY  

8:00  William J. Biscardi, Jr. &  
Mollie Cordiello 

Saturday Afternoon (Sunday Anticipated): 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

5:00  For the Repose of the Souls of the 
McCarthy Family 

Sunday, March 15 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

8:00 Libia Saverino 

10:00 For the People of the Parish 

12:00 Living & Deceased Members of the 
Christian Mothers and Guild 

5:00 Those Enrolled in the Perpetual Help 
Mass (Listing p.17) 

March 8, 2020 
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EL MINISTERIO HISPANO 

EL MINISTERIO HISPANO DE NUESTRA SEÑORA DEL PERPETUO SOCORRO, 

El grupo de oración “Jesús es el camino la verdad y la vida” le invita a alabar y glorificar al PADRE, al HIJO, y 
al ESPIRITU SANTO, todos los jueves de 7:00 p.m.  en adelante en un ambiente familiar. Comenzando con el 
Santo Rosario. Le ofrecemos el cuidado de los niños, también les ensenamos la doctrina de la iglesia. 

Todos los martes llevamos el Santo Rosario a los hogares para orar en familia. Familias interesadas favor llamar 
a Virginia Constantinou al (631) 957-1149. 

Para información sobre los sacramentos de El bautizo, Matrimonio y servicios pastorales, tales como llevarle la 
Eucaristía los enfermos, la última unción de los enfermos. 

Las charlas de bautizo se llevan a cabo cada segundo y cuarto domingo del mes, los padres interesados en bauti-
zar a sus  hijos deben atender a una serie de charlas. Estas charlas son cada primer y tercer lunes del mes 

Para más información llamar a la rectoría (631) 226-7725.  En español a Alejandro Campos teléfono (631) 671-
9257 correo electrónico saitjoseph98@gmail.com. 
 

Lecturas del 3º Domingo de Cuaresma - Ciclo A 3/15/20 
Lea las lecturas en su Biblia y luego reflexione con nosotros. 
 

Un  Encuentro Personal Profundo. Agua Viva 
 

(Ver Segunda Lectura) 

El amor de Dios ha sido derramado en nuestros corazones por el Espíritu Santo que se nos ha dado. Que ese amor de Dios 

esté siempre con ustedes. 

Padre de vida y dador de todo lo bueno: Queremos beber tu vida al máximo. 

Que Jesús, tu Palabra Viviente, nos hable de corazón a corazón. 

Danos una sed insaciable de las cosas realmente importantes: 

la fe y el sentido de nuestras vidas, la esperanza en un mundo mejor  

lleno de tu justicia y tu paz, un espíritu de amor comprometido 

que sabe cómo compartirse a sí mismo. Otórganos generosamente todo esto  

por medio de Jesucristo nuestro Señor. 
 

Primera Lectura (Éxodos 17,3-7): El Agua Fluye de la Roca 

 La sed es la prueba más dura de los que viajan por el desierto. Para el pueblo en marcha Dios es la roca en quien pueden 

confiar y la fuente de agua vivificante. 
 

Segunda Lectura (Romanos 5,1-2.5-8): El Amor de Dios Se Ha Derramado en Nuestros Corazones 

Por medio de Cristo, que murió por nosotros, Dios ha derramado en nuestros corazones todo lo que anhelamos con sed ar-

diente: fe, esperanza en el futuro que Dios nos ofrece, el Espíritu de amor. 
 

Evangelio  (Juan 4, 5-e42): ¡Dame tu Agua Viva! 

Jesús entra en un diálogo personal con la mujer samaritana. Él se revela a ella como el proveedor de agua viva y siempre 

corriente, es decir, como el dador de nueva vida para nosotros. Al ir al pozo como la samaritana, también nosotros a él la 

fuente que esta sedienta de brindar agua, el amor y ser amado. “Al pedir dame de beber muestra su necesidad para que noso-

tros descubramos la nuestra “. Los discípulos están ausentes buscando alimentos. Así como allí hay un agua que la mujer 

ignora, aquí hay un alimento que los discípulos desconocen 

La samaritana cambio de vida y tú? 

March 8, 2020 
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DEADLINES FOR BULLETIN  
  All requests for items printed in the bulletin must 
first have approval from Msgr. DeGrocco or ministry 
moderator. All material must be submitted as a Word  

document no later than the dates listed below to Carmel 

Becker at cbecker@oloph.org.  Editing and sizes are at the 
discretion of the editor. 

March 15—passed 
March 22—March 13 

March 29—March 20 

SUPPORT OLPH THROUGH AMAZON.COM 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic 

way for you to support OLPH every time 

you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop 
at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as                  
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 

the purchase price to OLPH.  

Use our custom link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/11-1797184. 

2019 OLPH  

CONTRIBUTION TAX LETTERS 

Tax letters for the 2019 tax year will be         

prepared upon request only. Requests can 

be made by calling the Rectory: 631-226-

7725 X 200. The Secretary will take your 

name, address & envelope number.  The 

letters will be sent out only upon request.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

OFFERING UPDATE 

February 29/March 1, 2020 

Mass Time  Attendance # of 

Envelopes 

Weekly  

Collection 

5:00 p.m. 339 135 $3,770.00 

8:00 a.m. 257  3,169.00 

10:00 a.m. 432 136 3,218.00 
12:00 p.m. 434 98 2,449.00 

5:00 p.m. 276 52 1,915.00 
Coin   18.74 
Mail-ins:   2,587.00 

Children’s Env.  17 66.33 

Faith Direct   2,221.00 

TOTAL 1,738 438 $19,414.07 

2019 total 1,799 587 $18,546.26 
Ash Wednesday 2,100  8,053.70 

Candles   $918.75 

Poor Box   $553.20 

March 8, 2020 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
The results of our Baby Bottle Campaign are in…..  

over $9,000. 
May God bless you for you generosity.  

 If you have any bottles (full or not),  

please return them. 

 

NEED A PIANO FOR YOUR HOME? 

We have a Baldwin Hamilton studio upright  
piano that needs a new home. It currently      

resides in the school classroom where the youth 
choir rehearses. We are asking for a donation of 
$50.  If you are interested, or would like more 

information, contact Chris Ferraro at 226-7725 
ext. 210 or cferraro@oloph.org. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_raas_lsmi_smi
https://esgvch.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/amazon.png
mailto:cferraro@oloph.org
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Readings for the Week 
Take time each day to read the daily readings of the Church. 

Monday, March 9, 2020:  

Daniel 9:4b-10 + Luke 6:36-38 

Tuesday, March 10, 2020: 

Isaiah 1:10, 16-20 + Matthew 23:1-12 

Wednesday, March 11, 2020: 

Jerimiah 18:18-20  

+ Matthew 20:17-28 

Thursday, March 12, 2020 

Jerimiah 17:5-10 + Luke 16:19-31 

Friday, March 13, 2020 

Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a 

 + Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46 

Saturday, March 14, 2020: 

Micah 7:14-15, 18-20 

 + Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Sunday, March 15, 2020:  

Exodus 17:3-7 + Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 

+ John 4:5-42 

Gospel Reflection Questions…. 
After reading next Sunday’s readings 

and Gospel, take some time to pray on 

them before you come to Mass. Use the 

questions below to aid your reflection. 

 

1. “Jews use nothing in common 

with Samaritans,” the Gospel 

says. And the woman at the well 

was a Samaritan. How did  Jesus 

handle this barrier, and the    

gender issue at the well? When 

was the only other time Jesus 

mentions his thirst? 

 

2. In his general audience, Pope 

Francis spoke to 80,000 people 

about how the Holy Spirit is  

related to mankind’s thirsts. For 

what do you thirst? 

 

 “Mankind is like a wanderer 

who, across the deserts of life, 

thirsts for water that’s alive, 

gushing and fresh, able to fully 

slacken his deep desire for light, 

love, beauty and peace. Everyone 

desires this,” he said. 

  It is Jesus who gives           

humanity this living water 

through the Holy Spirit, the pope 

said, “so that our lives may be 

guided, animated and nourished 

by God.”  

May 8, 2013 

PREPARING FOR  

Sunday, March 15, 2020 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

Whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst.  
John 4:14 

Exodus 17:3-7 

Water is an important part of life not only today but even more so in the time 

of Moses and Jesus.  The lands of the Bible receive very little rain both today 

and then.  As Moses led the Jews out of Egypt and through the desert, they 

were first tested by lack of food and then by lack of water.  In both cases they 

grumbled and rebelled, preferring Egyptian life as slaves to being free while 

hungry and thirsty.  But in both cases God provided for them in their need, 

first by sending quail and manna to eat and then, as we hear today, by         
instructing Moses to strike the rock from which water flowed freely.  While the 

people of Israel continued to try God’s patience and argue against his plan, as 

we may do ourselves, the Lord never ceased to offer life-giving waters of grace 

and forgiveness. 
 

Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 

Paul wrote his letter to the church in Rome near the end of his life and it      

represents his most developed thought on the meaning of the Gospel.  We hear 

today that the heart of this Gospel that he preached was the Good News that 
through Christ God offers a new life to us all as a free and unearned gift.  Faith 

is accepting this gift whole-heartedly by laying aside any thought that we could 

have done something to deserve it.  “We have been justified by faith” and not 

by our own actions.  It gets even better – because of this, “we have peace with 

God” because of Jesus and “we boast in hope of the glory of God.” Good 

News indeed! 
 

John 4:5-42 

We hear of water again in the Gospel reading today.  Jesus sits by a well and 
asks a Samaritan woman for a drink, thereby defying two conventions – that of 

talking to a woman and that of associating with a Samaritan. Samaritans and 

Jews did not associate with one another but Jesus models love for all people 

regardless of their status in life.  As he talks with her, she begins to understand 

who he is and that the water he is talking about is not literal water to drink but 

the living water of eternal life that only he can provide.  In the age of salvation, 

people will worship “in Spirit and truth;” “truth” points to Jesus himself as the 

Messiah and, when his work is accomplished, he will send the Spirit as “living 

water.”  We today have access to that living water always if we but accept and 
believe in Jesus and worship him “in Spirit and truth.” 

March 8, 2020 
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DIOCESAN AND COMMUNITY NEWS  

March 8, 2020 

The Sisters of St. Dominic in Amityville are looking for LPNs/RNs to work full time, 3 12-hour shifts per week 

with rotating weekends.  The candidate will be compassionate and kind with experience in the senior            
population.  If interested please call Debi Pfeifer, Director of Nursing at 631-608-9271. 
 

 
 

Marian Healing Ministry Healing Mass at St. Anastasia’s Church, 45-14 245th St., Douglaston-Little Neck, on 

Tuesday, March 10 at 7:00 p.m. beginning with Rosary, Mass then the healing service.  Call 718-631-4445 for 
information. 
 

 

Bereavement Support Group St. Mary's Parish in East Islip is offering a free 8 week support group for adults who 

are coping with the death of a loved one.  Registration is required for this group which begins on Tuesday, 

March 10 from 7:00-9:00 p.m.  Refreshments are included.  In order to participate in this group, the death must 

have occurred prior to December 10, 2019. For information and/or registration, please call the rectory at 631 
581-4266 x 101. 

 
 

The Lenten Sign of the Cross.  Join the Friends of the Seminary on Sunday, March 15. Fr. Patrick J. Griffin, CM, 

will present a Day of Prayer and  Reflection at the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception in Huntington from 
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Talks by Fr. Griffin, opportunity for confession, lunch and Mass. Donation $30.              
Reservations required: (631) 423-0483 x 102; bmalone@icseminary.edu.  

 

 

Bereavement Support Group for Widows and Widowers. 8 Week Program for age 50 and over starting Friday, 

March 20, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. St. Joseph Parish Center, 39 N. Carll Ave., Babylon. For more information and      

registration, please call: Terry Hoffmann 631-669-0198 or Geri Olson 631-661-8994. 
 
Free art & theology lecture in the library at the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception, 440 West Neck Road, 

Huntington, NY “Who is Being Called in Caravaggio’s, “The Calling of Saint Matthew?” Come hear the fruits of Paul 

Montonero’s research on this famous painting in which Caravaggio illuminates numerous messages about being 

called and the one calling us. Sunday, March 29th at 2 p.m. No reservations necessary. Refreshments will be 
served. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Spring, couples who have been married fifty years  
will be honored at a Mass   

Sunday, May 3, 2020  
 St. Patrick's Roman Catholic Church, Smithtown 

  

Mass will begin at 2:00 p.m.,  
Bishop Robert J. Coyle will preside.  

 

Registration forms and complete instructions can be obtained at the rectory. Space is limited,       
registration will be accepted on a first come first served basis.  The forms can also be found 
on www.drvc-faith.org. If you have any questions you may call  516-678-5800, extension 223. 

mailto:bmalone@icseminary.edu
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IAIZTieppmYW55RSudM4D7O4H-vSXmd_dC0tNN06icpi6t7erOUVDHWcCqxP_P2lt2FcaXeU0fshFe41oLCQqAjmGBPeKgpMivYJ-otLErO4j1jLZrLRPejp8ecVbp9DkAvkdC5_-ChpdCPBFhZmr_XS0F6Z-r7YyT9gwLNG4zQ=&c=J1-6DbFtbs9mALG9RTpRrweJM4qfbuSW8HIUB6TCWQYJUWawNl0JE
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