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PASTORAL STAFF   
Pastor: Reverend Monsignor Joseph DeGrocco 

Parochial Vicars: Reverend Fidelis Ezeani, Reverend Frank Zero 

Deacons: Deacon William Crosby, Deacon Douglas G. Smith, Deacon Robert A. Becker 

Business Manager: Mr. Thomas Crennan 

Director of Faith Formation: Mrs. April Kleinlaut 

Music Director: Mr. Christopher Ferraro 
————————–————————————————————————-— 

Deacon Frank Odin, Retired  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 
              210 South Wellwood Avenue +  Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +        

Telephone:  631-226-7725  + Fax: 631-225-9597 +  
www.olphlindenhurst.com  + Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

I am the resurrection and the life;  

whoever believes in me,  

even if  he dies, will live.            
   John 11:25 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
March 29, 2020 

 

 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

All Masses, weekday and weekend, 

and all other liturgies including 

funerals and wake services, devotions, 

meetings and activities of the parish 

are suspended. This includes all Holy 

Week and Sacred Paschal Triduum 

(Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter 

Vigil and Easter Sunday) liturgies. All 

scheduled Confession times are also 

suspended. 

 

Mass intentions that have been 

booked and paid for will be prayed for 

and fulfilled in private Masses said by 

the priests. 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH WILL BE OPEN FOR 

PRIVATE PRAYER ONLY AS WE CAN 

ADEQUATELY STAFF IT TO CLEAN AND 

SANITIZE THE CHURCH. 

It will often be closed and open only 

sporadically, as possible. 

 

ALL PARISH OFFICES INCLUDING THE 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 

ARE CLOSED IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE 

GOVERNOR’S EXECUTIVE ORDER 

 

STAY CONNECTED TO OLPH 

Be sure to keep checking our website 
www.olphlindenhurst.com 

for up-to-date links and postings with 
opportunities for prayer 

and spiritual support 
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DOWNLOAD THE OLPH APP 

Q: How do new parishioners register for an account? 

A: Registering for FORMED is easier than ever: 
 

Go to formed.org/signup 

Select your parish 

Register with your name and email address 

Check that email account for a link to begin using 

FORMED 
 

Q: Do parishioners still need to use our parish code or 

custom registration URL? 

A: Registering has become a lot easier and parish codes and 

custom registration urls are no longer needed for your    

parishioners to register for FORMED through your parish! 

Now, parishioners simply need to go to formed.org/signup 

and find your parish to register. 
 

Q: Will parishioners user emails and passwords still 

work? 

A: Passwords are being phased out. Parishioner emails will 

still work. Parishioners do not need to re-register to sign in. 

March 29, 2020 

http://formed.org/signup
http://formed.org/signup
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

A VERY strange Sunday… 

     So, we are experiencing what I would 

guess is certainly a first for most, if not all, of us: 
Sundays when no public Masses are being         

celebrated. Let me assure you: the Mass             

intentions that you have requested, booked and 

paid for are being prayed for and fulfilled. They 

are being satisfied at private Masses said by the 

priests. However, for priests, celebrating a private 

Mass really does not “cut it,” as the saying goes. 
You see, we’re ordained to serve the people; that’s 

why we became priests! So, while Masses            
celebrated privately are valid, and the intentions 

are fulfilled, and, to use old-fashioned theological    

language, the “fruits of the Mass” are “applied,” 
still, something about it is not the same and feels 

out of sync. We were ordained not just to pray for 

you, but to pray with you, and that’s what’s     

missing. Please know that this is a time of pain and 

struggle for your priests, too. 
     Certainly, you are feeling the deep pain of 

not receiving Holy Communion. I hope you 
viewed the Mass on our YouTube page (more on 

that below) and prayed along; we even provided a 

worship aid that you could view in order to        
participate virtually. So, although there is not the 

opportunity to be physically present at Mass and 
receive Holy Communion, there is still the          

opportunity to be spiritually connected to the     

Eucharist in a couple of ways. 
    First, since Eucharist is all about offering 

(when we celebrate the Eucharist we join the      

offering of ourselves to Christ’s offering of Himself 
to the Father, which is made present to us), we can 

continue to spiritually offer ourselves to God in 
who we are and in the way we live. Perhaps      

especially in these difficult times we can offer the 

sacrifice of accepting what we are being asked to 
do without. We can continue to offer ourselves to 

the Father, through the Son, in the Holy Spirit in 

our daily life, asking the Father to accept the    
spiritual offering we make during these days. In 

that way we can continue to put into practice in 
our life what a true Eucharistic spirituality is all 

about. 

    That leads us to another important point, 
and that is the notion of spiritual communion, 

which is a part of our tradition. Throughout our 
tradition the Church has taught us that when     

people are not able to receive the Body and Blood 

of Christ at Mass, they can still unite themselves to 

Christ in prayer. This is done by making a prayer 
that expresses your desire to receive Christ, and 

asking Him to come into your heart. If you are 
viewing the Mass on our YouTube page, this 

might be done at the time in the Mass when you 

would normally receive   Holy Communion. An 
example of a prayer that you might say is: 
    “My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and 

I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 

my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there, 
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 
separated from You. Amen.” 

    True, the prayer is not a substitute for       

actually receiving the Eucharistic Lord in the    
consecrated bread and wine that is His Body and 

Blood, but it is nonetheless an act of union with 
the Lord and it demonstrates our love for Christ 

and for the Eucharist. 

    Along those lines, let me also remind you of 
what our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has said 

about how to handle not being able to go to     

Confession during these days; he reminds us that 
the Church has always made provision for those 

who cannot get to Confession through no fault of 
their own. The Holy Father said, “Do what the 

Catechism says; it’s very clear: if you don’t find a 

priest to hear your Confession, talk with God, He 
is your Father, and tell Him the truth. ‘Lord, I’ve 

done this, and that, and that…I’m sorry,’ and ask 

Him for forgiveness with all your heart, with the 
Act of Contrition, and promise Him: ‘Afterwards I 

will go to Confession, but forgive me now.’ And 
you will return to God’s grace immediately.” So, 

true, this is not meant to replace sacramental   

Confession, but it does remind us that the grace of 
forgiveness is still available during extraordinary 

circumstances. We will still need to go to         
Confession when able to, but God is not limited by 

the fact that you cannot get to Confession. 

    Most importantly, let’s use this time as a 
time of PRAYER. The typical question, “What 

are you giving up for Lent this year?” has taken on 

a whole new meaning, right? The longer the      
isolation and shutdowns go on, the more we will 

need to rely on spiritual resources in order to not 
become despondent. We can do this! We will 

come through this! We will be whole again! But 

for now, the Body of Christ, the Church, is being 
asked to persevere in faith, in trust, and in hope. 

March 29, 2020 
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Closing of our facilities...including, unfortunately, the 

church 

    So, in compliance with the Governor’s     
Executive Order, the rectory is closed, so as to  

adhere to the mandate for limited contact with 

people. Only a skeleton crew of employees has 
been working according to what is permitted by 

the   Order and by the directives of the Diocese ― 

for example, maintenance workers when available, 
for purposes of cleaning and sanitizing. 

    Take a look at the insert page we have in this 
bulletin which explains the operation of OLPH 

during the time the Executive Order is in effect. 

But, for all intents and purposes, all facilities are 
closed, including, for all intents and purposes, the 

church. We cannot always guarantee that we will 
have the staffing to keep the church properly 

cleaned and sanitized, and the health and safety of 

all of you must be the highest priority. While it’s 
possible  that  the  church  might  be  open from 

time to time when we can address this issue, it’s 

also likely that there are many times when it will 
have to be closed. As your Pastor, I feel very, very 

bad about that, but I feel I have no choice. 
 

OLPH YouTube page 

    That being said, WE HAVE NOT        

ABANDONED YOU! You can stay connected to 

the parish through our parish website and          

especially through our YouTube page, which you 

can connect to from the home page of our website, 
or by searching YouTube for “OLPH Church   

Lindenhurst.” We are posting daily spiritual      

reflections from OLPH staff, plus the Sunday 
Mass, plus our Parish Lenten Mission. 

    Please tell everyone you know about this 
way to stay connected to the parish. I have always 

said OLPH is the place to be; now it is the place to 

be virtually! 
 

Things are constantly changing… 

    Please understand that information is      

constantly changing, and situations are being    

updated, sometimes daily and sometimes even   
several times within a day. We are doing our best 

to keep you informed, but sometimes some things 

in the bulletin concerning the adaptations during 
the pandemic wind up being outdated by the time 

they are published. Please bear with us. We must 
comply both with government directives and     

directives from the Diocese. We thank you for 

your patience and understanding, especially if at 
times the best answer we can give is, “We don’t 

know yet.” If we say that, it’s the truth. 
 

Collections—THANK YOU! 

    THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK 

YOU to all who have kept up with their weekly 

financial offering. I cannot thank you enough. 

Please, please, please continue to do so. 

    Believe me, I am well aware that many    

people will be negatively impacted by a loss of  
income during these days. I am not asking you to 

do what you cannot do. I would ask everyone to 

remember that the parish is going to experience a 
very difficult time, too, with collections down. We 

too have bills to pay and salaries that must be paid. 
As it is, we have reduced hours for employees, and 

some are on unpaid leave of absence. The priests 

have voluntarily taken a pay cut in solidarity with 
our employees, and as a way to assist the parish. 

    I ask that you please keep up with your 

weekly monetary offering, either by mailing it in, 
or by dropping it through the mail slot of the front 

door of the rectory on Wellwood Avenue, or at 
least by catching up when we all return to Mass. 

Also, please remind others of this and spread the 

word. Thank you for your support. 
 

Faith Direct 

    Speaking of financial offerings, now might 

be the time to sign up for Faith Direct, the e-giving 

service we use. These circumstances are the perfect 
example of why this is so great. It’s safe, easy, and 

you never have to think about your offerings 

again. You set up an account, donate amounts  
according to your choosing on a schedule          

according to your choosing, and then it happens 
automatically and it’s done. Then, in times when 

you cannot get to Mass, your financial support is 

still given. I use it; it’s the way I make my financial 
offerings to the parish.  

    Please give very serious consideration to 

signing up for Faith Direct, not just now but      
permanently. It’s a tremendous help to us. Full 

information can be found elsewhere in this        
bulletin. 

 

OLPH Parish Mission 

    How thrilled I am to be able to say, “Yes, 

yes, yes, we ARE still offering our parish Lenten 
Mission!” It is now online on our YouTube page. 

What a great thing! Thanks to Fr. Paul Colloton 

for agreeing to do it in this way. This is a           
tremendous gift to our parish. View it together as a 

family. There are three talks, each focusing on a 

March 29, 2020 
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Gospel from one of the Sundays of Lent: the 
Woman at the Well (from the Third Sunday of 

Lent); the Man Born Blind (from the Fourth     
Sunday of Lent); and the Raising of Lazarus (from 

the Fifth Sunday of Lent). 

    I want to very strongly urge you to “attend” 
the Parish Lenten Mission by going to our 

YouTube page and viewing each talk. I won’t 

mind if you “attend” in your pajamas! I’ll even 
permit you to snack on something while you’re 

“attending” the Mission! 
 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

    Now  more  than  ever, since we are not 
gathering to celebrate the Eucharist, it’s important 

to stay connected to the Mass by reflecting on the 

Mass prayers. Let’s look at those prayers for the 
Fifth Sunday of Lent; make them a part of your 

prayer and spirituality today and this whole week, 
as a way of maintaining a Eucharistic spirituality. 

    As evidence that our holiest days of entering 

into the Paschal Mystery of the Lord’s Death and 
Resurrection are drawing near, the Collect 

(Opening Prayer) for the Mass of the Fifth Sunday 
of Lent specifically mentions how the Son of God 

“handed himself over to death.” Along with            

remembering that act of perfect love, the prayer 
asks that we may “walk eagerly in that same charity.” 

In other words, Jesus’ death on the cross as an  
offering of love cannot remain some remote and 

disconnected example for us, but rather, it must be 

the actual pattern of living that we imitate daily. 
We must hand ourselves over to God and to others 

in complete love and self-sacrifice in our life, in 

imitation of Christ. When we hear about “the 
teachings of the Christian faith” in the Prayer over 

the Offerings, we should think of a whole way     
of life that follows  Christ’s  example  of   self-

emptying.    Additionally, this life of self-emptying 

in imitation of Christ is never something that we 
live in isolation; rather, we live it as members of 

the Christian community, the Body of Christ. 

Therefore, the Prayer after Communion prays 
“that we may always be counted among the members of 
Christ, in whose Body and Blood we have communion.” 

    Ponder  the  meaning of these Mass texts 

during this fifth week of. 
 

Begin thinking now about the Sacred Paschal 

Triduum 

    It will certainly be a very different Sacred 

Paschal Triduum this year, what with no public 
liturgies being celebrated. Nonetheless, you should 

begin to think now about how your family will set 
aside those days as the holiest days of the year. 

Begin to think about different spiritual things you 
can do at home. The Sacred Paschal Triduum, our 

Great Three Days, begins on Holy Thursday night, 

so “day one” runs from Holy Thursday night to 
Good Friday night; “day two” is Good Friday 

night to Holy Saturday night; and “day three” is 

from Holy Saturday night to Easter Sunday night, 
as the Triduum concludes with Vespers (Evening  

Prayer) on Easter Sunday night.  There  will be 
opportunities  to  view  the privately-celebrated 

liturgies of the Sacred Paschal Triduum online 

from a number of sources,  and  you  can offer  
special prayers on those days. Begin to think now 

as to how you can mark those days as special and 

holy. 
 

Watering flowers during Easter Time 

    You’ll see an ad running in this bulletin 

looking for help in watering the flowers during 

Easter Time, a period of approximately seven 
weeks. We’re running the ad with the hope that at 

some point during Easter Time we will resume 
Masses as usual, and this service would be needed 

(let’s stay positive in our  thinking!). It would not 

involve a large time commitment on anyone’s 
part, especially with many people pitching in. 

Look for the announcement in this bulletin, and 

please consider helping out. 
 

In conclusion… 

    Together, let’s aim high in Christ. Together, 

let’s bring out the best in each other. Together, 

let’s be the best we can be in Christ. 
    And let’s always remember: LOVE IS A 

GIFT. 
 

Sincerely, 
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OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP PARISH 

DURING THE DIOCESAN-MANDATED COVID-19 SHUTDOWN 
 

    Updated as of March 24, 2020 
 

      Listed below are the procedures under which Our Lady of  Perpetual 
Help will be operating in compliance with Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order 
and directives issued by the Diocese of  Rockville Centre: 

 

1. Public celebrations of all liturgies are suspended until further notice. This 

means that no public weekday and weekend Masses, no funerals, no      
weddings, no baptisms, and no other liturgies and devotions will be         

celebrated. This includes wake services at the funeral home also. This also 

includes all Holy Week and Triduum liturgies (Holy Thursday, Good     
Friday, Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday). All Mass intentions already 

booked and paid for will be prayed for and fulfilled at private Masses      

celebrated by the parish priests. 

 

2. If possible, burial services may be offered, but all safe distance precautions     

    must be observed. Burial services would take place at the grave site. 

 

3. The church will be open only when we can guarantee that proper cleaning  
   and sanitizing can occur. Therefore, expect the church to be closed until the    

   crisis has passed, and, if open, only sporadically, when we are able to have 

   enough staffing to do proper cleaning and sanitizing. 

 

4. This means that Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is suspended until 

   further notice, due to the church closing. 

 
5. All scheduled Confessions are suspended for the time being ― Confessions 

  will not be heard on Saturdays, 4:00-4:45 p.m. and not on Mondays. The   

  extended period of Confessions from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Monday of  

  Holy Week, April 6, also will not take place. 

 

6. All meetings, gatherings, and other activities are also suspended until          
  further notice. All parish facilities are completely closed. St. Vincent de Paul 

  and the Van Ministry to the Homeless will operate in a limited way to serve 

  the basic needs of the poor and needy, but with limited hours. 

 

 7. The Rectory office and the Religious Education office are closed until         

   further notice. Mail and other items may be dropped through the slot in the 
   front door of the Rectory on Wellwood Avenue. 
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8. A Sunday Mass celebrated by your parish priests will be recorded and posted  
  on our parish YouTube page, found in YouTube at “OLPH Church              

  Lindenhurst.” Also found there are spiritual reflections from your parish staff  

  and the Lenten Parish Mission. 

 

9. The Catholic Faith Network (CFN) is also providing televised and online        

  daily Masses, including Holy Week and Triduum liturgies, as well as other    
   devotional and spiritual programs. CFN may be found at Optimum channel       

  29/137, Verizon FiOS TV channel 296, and Spectrum channel 162/471.         

  CFN is also available on selected cable and satellite systems and through     
  24/7 live stream at CFNtv.org. CFN can also be found on Roku, Apple TV,   

  Amazon Fire TV, Android, or by downloading the CFN iOS mobile app at   

  the app store by searching “Catholic Faith Network” or “CFN.” 

 

10. The weekly bulletin will be posted online on our website, as it always is.     

   Keep checking the website at www.olphlindenhurst.com for information      

     and for the link to our YouTube page. 

 

11. Enhanced cleaning and sanitizing practices will continue on a frequent basis  

   for all parish facilities. Holy water fonts have been emptied of holy water to  
   prevent the spread of disease. 

 

12. Most importantly, all parishioners are encouraged to devote themselves to   

   fervent prayer during these difficult days, as we pray for one another, for     
   those who are affected by this virus, and for those working to find a vaccine.  

   We should pray especially for all health care workers, and for all who serve  

   the public in a variety of ways. 

Pray the Stations of  the Cross on line  

with your OLPH priests!  

Go to the website: olphlindenhurst.com  

and find the link for Stations of  the Cross 

or find us on our new You Tube Page: 

OLPH Church Lindenhurst 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

http://www.olphlindenhurst.com
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PARISH LENTEN MISSION 

Lindenhurst 

The Lenten Parish Mission is now available  

on our You Tube Channel: OLPH Church Lindenhurst  

or our parish website: olphlindenhurst.com.  

http://olphlindenhurst.com
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Mass for All People  
With   

Special Needs 

May 4 
 

The Special Needs Ministry hosts a monthly            

celebration of the Eucharist in a smaller setting      

designed to provide a fulfilling worship        
experience for all adults and children who may 
be uncomfortable in a larger setting.   

 

Please join us on Saturday, May 4 at 4:00 

p.m. in the auditorium (we’re hopeful that   

everything will be back to normal by then!). Let’s 

all come together and worship together! After 
Mass we have Hospitality!  

 

We can always use some help in preparing for our    
monthly Mass and other special needs events. How 

about you? Contact Jessica Becker Paolo at 631-

226-7725 X 252 or email to jbecker@oloph.org 

 

We will do our best to keep you  

informed and updated on the OLPH website. 

March 29, 2020 

HELP KEEP OUR EASTER FLOWERS 

WATERED AND LOOKING GREAT! 

Eventually, public 

Masses will resume, 

and our worship will 

return to normal. 

When that happens, 

it will be Easter 

Time, and the church 

will be decorated 

with Easter lilies and 

o t h e r  b e a u t i f u l     

f l o w e r s  i n               

celebration. We need offerers to help water 

the flowers and keep everything lovely for 

the entire 50 days of Easter Time. They must 

be watered twice a week, so we would need 

at least four or five people each watering 

time. We can use adults as well as 7th and 

8th graders (you can earn Confirmation    

service hours each day you help water). If 

interested, please email Denise Martinez at 

countrydee02@gmail.com to add your name 

to the schedule. Schedules will be emailed to 

all offerers, and a sign-in sheet will be in the 

sacristy. Thank you! 

ABSTINENCE AND 

FASTING 
 

 All Catholics who have reached 

their fourteenth (14th) year are 
bound to abstain entirely from 

meat on all the Fridays of Lent. 
All Catholics between the ages 

of eighteen (18) and fifty-nine (59) inclusive are 

also bound to observe the law of fast on Good 
Friday. This means limiting oneself to a single 

full meal and avoiding food between meals. Two 
other light meals, which together do not equal a 

full meal, may be taken during the day. Those 
whose work or health would be impaired are  
excused from fast and abstinence. Individual 

conscience should decide proper cause for       
excuse. A more serious reason is required to   

excuse oneself from the Good Friday fast and 
abstinence. 

EASTER SPIRITUAL 

 BOUQUET CARDS 
 

Easter Spiritual Bouquet cards are now       

available throughout the church. These cards 
are a meaningful way for you to have your    
intentions prayed for in the Masses of Easter 

Sunday. Take an envelope, fill out your prayer 
intention, and return the 

envelope with your        
donation. Envelopes may 

be returned   either in the 
collection basket or at the 
rectory. Keep the card to 

send as an expression of 
your prayer. All the 

Masses offered on Easter   
Sunday will be the for the 

intentions of the Easter 
Spiritual  Bouquet. 

PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

mailto:straightclaw@optonline.net
mailto:countrydee02@gmail.com
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If you would like to add a heart or a cross to your brick, it will be engraved on the left hand side. 

March 29, 2020 

If you would like to add a heart or a cross to your brick, it will be engraved on the left hand side. 
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OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION 
 

Located in the Rectory 

Phone # 631.226.7725 x. 253 

Email: religioused@oloph.org 

Director: Mrs. April Kleinlaut 

(akleinlaut@oloph.org) 

 

March 29, 2020 

IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE  

GOVERNOR’S COVID-19 

EXECUTIVE ORDER,  

THERE ARE NO OFFICE HOURS UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE. MESSAGES MAY  

BE E-MAILED OR LEFT IN THE RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION VOICE MAILBOX. 

Levels 6, 7, and Service Corps: 

Our Lenten Service Series has 

been cancelled for the remainder 

of Lent. We hope to bring you 

more projects during Easter 

Time. In the meantime, if you 

would like to write a letter to a 

pen pal in Haiti or draw them a 

picture you can get one hour of 

Christian service. Mail or e-mail 

the letter to us for one hour’s 

worth of service. Please consider 

praying a Rosary at home. There 

is nothing stronger in our time of 

need than the power of prayer! 

Register Now! 
Vacation Bible Camp 

July 13th-July 17th  
 Now until 6/12/2020 
register online for a  

summer of faith and fun!  
Follow the link below  

to register:   
https://forms.gle/x9skup2cA8nKzJzr9 

Level 2:  
As of now, Communions are still scheduled to 

take place.   If  there  are  any  changes  we  

will  e-mail you immediately. In the         

meantime, please finish your banner and  

we’ll contact you about how to get it back to 

us. Make sure to have your child’s first and 

last name written on the back and make sure 

the writing doesn’t show through to the front. 

All Levels: 

Classes are cancelled for the  

remainder of the 2019-2020  

academic year. No final exams or 

make–up classes will be held. We 

are still accepting Registrations 

for the 2020-2021 Academic Year 

until June 15, 2020. After that 

date there will be a $25 late fee  

added on to the original price. 

Level 8:  

As of now, Confirmation is still 

scheduled to take place. If there are 

any changes we will e-mail you        

immediately. In the meantime, please 

snail mail or e-mail to us any       

Work book  Proj ect s  or  Mass              

Reflections that are due. You only 

need to complete ten (10) Mass         

Reflections. The Mission is no longer 

part of your Workbook. 
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Food Pantry List! 
 

CANNED TUNA 

CANNED FRUIT 

COFFEE 

SHELF STABLE MILK 

FRUIT JUICES 

JELLY OR JAM 

BAKED BEANS 

WATER 

PAPER PRODUCTS 

TOILETRIES 
 

Thank you  

for your continued generosity. 
 

Cut out this list and bring it  

with you when you go shopping! 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul      
Located in the “New” School Building 
Use the parking lot located on the corner of 

Gates & High Streets 

 631.226.7725 x. 234 
The office is open:   

Monday, Wednesday and Friday  

 9:00 a.m.—12 Noon 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m.  

 

   The Gospel always challenges us to see and believe the 

signs of grace in our lives: joy, peace, forgiveness, mercy and 
kindness. We need to see those signs in these difficult times. 
  

    In February, through your gifts, the Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul was able to assist 45 children, 82 adults 

and 17 seniors, for a total of 144 people in 64 households. 

Thank you! 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 Bereavement Ministry: Linda Arpino—631.592.1062—forubabe77@gmail.com 

 Blue Door Thrift Boutique: Tricia Buckley—631.561.5790—thebluedoor@oloph.org 

 Catholics for the Freedom of Religion:  Kathy Feldman—631 225-9864— cdefeldman@optonline.net   

 Community Meal: Mary Leon— mleon719@yahoo.com 

 Homeless Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com—Peggy Pannullo—631. 921.5994—justin97@aol.com 

 Hospital Visitors: Peter O’Neill—631-226-6340—oneillp@optonline.net 

 Middle Ages: Gail Tonnessen—631.957.1449—gtonness@optonline.net 

 Nursing Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com 

 Respect Life Committee: Louise Perrotta—631.412.3831—louiseperrotta@optonline.net 

 St. Vincent de Paul Society: Deborah Deasy—631.226.7725, x. 234 

 Senior Moments/Spirituality: Virginia Beyrer—631-226-6635 

 Special Needs Ministry: Jessica Becker Paolo—631.226.6175—jbecker@oloph.org 

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You! 

TO OUR ANONYMOUS SUPPORTERS WHO LEAVE FOOD ON THE 

SANCTUARY STEPS AND MONEY IN THE POOR BOXES…THANK YOU! 
 

….when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing 

(Matthew 6:3)  
This teaching of Jesus is lived and practiced by so many of our fellow parishioners at OLPH.  We are blessed by 
secret benefactors who anonymously make regular donations of food and other necessities, leaving them on the 
steps of the sanctuary, or dropping off at the Pantry during office hours.  Also, take a look in the Sunday bulletin 
weekly collection breakdown.  The contributions put into the poor boxes as you leave church add up and are the 
major source of our funding. You know who you are, but we’re not sure that you realize how much your quiet acts 

of charity mean to the members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at OLPH, and to those whom we strive to 
serve. Please continue to remember us when Masses resume. We will need you more than ever! Thank you!!! 

March 29, 2020 

mailto:cdefeldman@optonline.net
mailto:mleon719@yahoo.com
https://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=nas&ll=g&sn=4160
https://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=nas&ll=g&sn=710
https://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=nas&ll=g&sn=710
https://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=nas&ll=g&sn=1097
https://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=nas&ll=g&sn=5101
https://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=nas&ll=g&sn=1188
https://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=nas&ll=g&sn=1188
https://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=nas&ll=g&sn=4160
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March 29, 2020 

CATHOLICS FOR THE FREEDOM OF RELIGION 

        FOCUS ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM   www.cffor.org 
 

"We are now facing the final confrontation between the Church and the         
anti-church, between the Gospel and the anti-gospel,  

between Christ and the anti-christ.” 
Cardinal Karol Wojtyla, the future Pope John Paul II, 1976 

Five Popes Reflect on the Philosophy of Socialism and Communism 
American Heritage Dictionary: "Socialism is any of various theories or systems of social organization in which the means 
of producing and distributing goods is owned collectively or by a centralized government that often plans and controls the      
economy." 

Catholic Social Teaching (catholic.org): "Only persons are made in the image of God...The dignity of man, the 
concept of personhood, cannot be built upon agnostic or atheistic foundations." 

Pope John Paul II (1978-2005): "Socialism considers the individual person simply as an element, a molecule 

within the social organism, so that the good of the individual is completely subordinated to the functioning of the 
socio-economic mechanism." 

Pope Benedict XVI (2005-2013): "We do not need a State which regulates and controls everything, but a State 
which...generously acknowledges and supports initiatives arising from [those]...closest to those in need 
[government power ought to reside at the local or regional level and least centralized competent authority].” 

Pope Paul VI (1963-1978): "Too often Christians attracted by socialism tend to idealize it in terms which are very 
general: a will for justice, solidarity and equality. They refuse to recognize the limitations of the historical socialist 
movements..." 

Pope John XXIII (1958-1963): "Pope Pius XI emphasized the fundamental opposition between Communism and 
Christianity, and made it clear that no Catholic could subscribe even to moderate Socialism. The reason is that 
Socialism is founded on a doctrine of human society which...takes no account of any objective other than that of 
material well-being...it places too severe a restraint on human liberty..." 

Pope Leo XIII (1878-1903): "To remedy these wrongs [in society] the socialists, working on the poor man's envy 
of the rich, are striving to do away with private property, and contend that individual possessions should become 
the common property of all, to be administered by the State or by municipal bodies. They hold that by thus   
transferring property from private individuals to the community, the present mischievous state of things will be set 
to rights, inasmuch as each citizen will then get his fair share of whatever there is to enjoy. But [if] their            
contentions...were carried into effect, the working man himself would be among the first to suffer."                                

(tfp.org; catholic.org; catholic365.com; dr.taylormarshall.com) 

 

2020 OLPH GOAL: $110,400 

http://www.cffor.org/
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SERVING AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER 
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  AND CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parish Phone: (631) 226-7725  Parish Fax: (631) 225-9597 
Directory of Phone Extensions 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Baptism ceremonies are held on the second and fourth Sundays of the month. 
Parents wishing to have a child baptized must attend a baptism preparation    
session before the baptism; these sessions are held on the first and third      
Thursdays of the month excluding holidays. Contact the Parish Office to begin 
the process of having your child baptized. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as well as those in danger of death, 
should receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please call the Parish 
Office and ask for one of our priests. 
 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have been baptized in another Christian 
faith and wish to become Catholic, or who have been baptized Catholic and 
wish to be confirmed and receive Holy Communion, are invited to join the    
process of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Please contact Jeffrey Gaab 
at (631) 965-0076 or e-mail at jsg375@gmail.com to begin the process. 
 

ADULT CONFIRMATION 

Adults who have been baptized Catholic and who have received Holy          
Communion but who still need the Sacrament of Confirmation should enroll in 
our Adult Confirmation Classes. Please contact Deacon Robert Becker at       
631-226-6175 or e-mail to DeaconRobert@oloph.org.  

 

THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Please contact the Parish Office at least SIX MONTHS before the desired date 
of your wedding.   

Name Ext Email 

Carmel Becker, Bulletin 246 cbecker@oloph.org 

Carole Carrano, Parish Secretary 212 ccarrano@oloph.org 

Linda Coppola, Business Office Assistant 214 lcoppola@oloph.org 

Thomas Crennan, Business Manager 204 tcrennan@oloph.org 

Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco, Pastor 206 msgrjoe@oloph.org 

Fr. Fidelis Ezeani, Associate Pastor 226 fadaprince4christ@yahoo.com 

Faith Formation Office 253 religioused@oloph.org 

Christopher Ferraro, Director of Music 210 cferraro@oloph.org 

April Kleinlaut, Director of Faith Formation 257 akleinlaut@oloph.org 

Rectory Reception Desk 200  

St. Vincent de Paul 234 stvincentdepaul@oloph.org 

Josephine Vagelatos,  

Administrative Assistant to the Pastor 

206 

 

jvagelatos@oloph.org 

Fr. Frank Zero, Associate Pastor 203 fzero@oloph.org 

YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Vincent Boccanfuso 
Eileen Corticchia (Chair) 

Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 
Jeffrey Gaab 
Joselyn Kalt 
Mary Leon 

Rachelle Louis-Jacques 
Carlton Mitchell 
Kevin Sabella, Jr. 
Kevin Sabella, Sr. 

Adele Venezia 
 

Please feel free to speak to any 
member of the Pastoral Council 

with any questions you might have. 
 

YOUR PARISH TRUSTEES 

Gerry Chille 
John Reynolds 

 

YOUR PARISH  

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

David Barrett 
Bill Bendernagel  

Gerry Chille (Chair) 
Thomas Crennan 

Meg Danaher, CFP®, CLU®  

Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 
Christine Donovan 

Marie Gagneron 
Kenneth Hale 

Bob Meade 
Bob Mehm  

John Reynolds 

Kevin Sabella, Sr.  
 

Please feel free to speak to any 
member of the Finance Committee 
with any questions you might have. 

 

YOUR PARISH  

LITURGY COMMITTEE 

Fauvette Auguste  
Deacon Robert Becker 

Mark Costantino 
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 

Chris Ferraro 
MaryAnn Haas 

Jenine Jimenez-Spina  
Denise Martinez  
Barbara McPhail 

Deacon Doug Smith 
Mike Williams 

 

Please feel free to speak to any 
member of the Liturgy Committee 

with any questions you might have. 

March 29, 2020 

mailto:DeaconRobert@oloph.org,
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PRAYING FOR AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER 

WE BELIEVE 
We pray for the sick of our parish… 

If a family member or close friend is ill, please let us 
know so our community can pray for them. To have 
your name or the name of a loved one listed in our 

parish bulletin, please call the Parish Office. Please 

make sure the person is aware the request has been 

made and that they are agreeable with their name 

printed in the bulletin. The name will remain on the 

list for about four weeks.  

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted."    Matthew 5:4 
If you are mourning the loss of a loved one, the support of your Catholic faith community should be a 
source of comfort and strength. A bereavement group run by trained facilitators helps grieving people 

learn skills for navigating their loss and opportunities to share their stories of loss. The Bereavement 

Support Group is a parish-based ministry responding to the needs of the recently bereaved by offering 

emotional, and sometimes practical, support as they learn to cope with their loss.  
 

If you have suffered the loss of a loved one and would like to know more about the OLPH Support 

Group Program, please contact Linda Arpino at 631-592-1062 or Marige Reyes at 631-608-3658. You 

may also leave your name and contact information with the receptionist in the rectory.   

March 29, 2020 

PERPETUAL HELP MASS   THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2020   

Living & Deceased Members of the Penny Family Requested by Joann Penny 

Beth Mehm & Tommy Fountain Requested by Theresa & Bob Mehm 

Ronald A. Higgins Requested by Louise Neff 

Jozef Kotowski Requested by Janusz & Malgorzata Swiderek 

Beatrice Stysiack  

Emily Pizzirusso  

Theresa Ann Henry  

Anna Niebrzydowska 

Dolores Otten  

Nora McMahon  

Patricia Kleczkowski 
 Richard Kleczkowski  

Mary Hawkins  

Florence Shea   

Dora Mirabal  

Loretto Dinardo  

Teddy Zimms  

Cindy Van Dorn  

Irene Cannetelli  

Karin Kienle  
Joanne & Randall Press  

Florence R. Nerich 

Laura Janczewski   

TELEHEALTH  

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT  

Fellow parishioners,  
In the midst of the coronavirus pandemic I know 
that many are feeling the anxiety of uncertainty and 
even fear. As a Licensed Clinical Social Worker 
who specializes in trauma, I understand how this 
impacts us not only personally but as a community 

as well. As part of the OLPH community I would 
like to offer my support to anyone who is struggling 
with the emotional impact of what is happening to, 
and around, us. While my   office is in Lindenhurst, 
and I would love to meet you face to face, I am 
practicing social distancing and using a Telehealth 
platform. This allows us to video conference in a 
safe, secure way. Should you want to take           
advantage of the support (at no charge), please    
feel free to contact me at 631-450-2404 or                            
mgrafflcsw@gmail.com to schedule a 15-20 minute 

session. Should you feel as though you may need 
ongoing support I will be happy to help you        
navigate your behavioral health insurance benefits 
to link you to a clinician that is in your network.  
 

Wishing You Peace, 
Michelle Graff-Schmittberger, LCSW 

mailto:mgrafflcsw@gmail.com
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK  

BY DIRECTIVE OF THE BISHOP, NO PUBLIC MASSES MAY BE CELEBRATED.  

THESE MASS INTENTIONS WILL BE FULFILLED  

BY PARISH PRIESTS CELEBRATING PRIVATE MASSES.  

MONDAY, March 30—LENTEN WEEKDAY 

6:30 Therese M.  Gigante 

12:15 Msgr. Daniel S. Hamilton 

TUESDAY, March 31—LENTEN WEEKDAY  

6:30 Frances Sedillo 

12:15 David Brown 

WEDNESDAY, April 1—LENTEN WEEKDAY  

6:30 For the Repose of the Souls of the McCarthy Family 

12:15 Mary Geldermann 

THURSDAY, April 2—LENTEN WEEKDAY  

6:30 Therese M.  Gigante 

12:15 Those Enrolled in the Perpetual Help Mass (Listing on p.15) 

FRIDAY, April 3—LENTEN WEEKDAY  

6:30 Joyce Ferranti 

12:15 Nicholas Pennetti 

SATURDAY, April 4—LENTEN WEEKDAY  
(Saint Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of the Church) 

8:00  Geraldine Danaher 

Saturday Afternoon (Sunday Anticipated)—PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 

4:00 No Special Needs Mass 

5:00  For the People of the Parish 

Sunday, April 5—PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 

8:00 Helen Lavorata 

10:00 The Living & Deceased Members of the Holy Name Society 

12:00 Iraida Ruiz 

5:00 Kevin Green 

March 29, 2020 

EL MINISTERIO HISPANO 
EL MINISTERIO HISPANO DE NUESTRA SEÑORA DEL PERPETUO SOCORRO 

El grupo de oración “Jesús es el camino la verdad y la vida” le invita a alabar y glorificar al PADRE, al HIJO, y al ESPIRI-

TU SANTO, todos los jueves de 7:00 p.m.  en adelante en un ambiente familiar. Comenzando con el Santo Rosario. Le ofre-

cemos el cuidado de los niños, también les ensenamos la doctrina de la iglesia. 

Todos los martes llevamos el Santo Rosario a los hogares para orar en familia. Familias interesadas favor llamar a Virginia 

Constantinou al (631) 957-1149. 

Para información sobre los sacramentos de El bautizo, Matrimonio y servicios pastorales, tales como llevarle la Eucaristía 

los enfermos, la última unción de los enfermos.   Las charlas de bautizo se llevan a cabo cada segundo y cuarto domingo del 

mes, los padres interesados en bautizar a sus  hijos deben atender a una serie de charlas. Estas charlas son cada primer y ter-

cer lunes del mes Para más información llamar a la rectoría (631) 226-7725.  En español a Alejandro Campos teléfono (631) 

671-9257 correo electrónico saitjoseph98@gmail.com. 
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DEADLINES FOR BULLETIN  
  All requests for items printed in the bulletin must 
first have approval from Msgr. DeGrocco or ministry 
moderator. All material must be submitted as a Word  

document no later than the dates listed below to Carmel 

Becker at cbecker@oloph.org.  Editing and sizes are at 
the discretion of the editor. 

April  5—passed* 
April  12—April 1* 

April  19—April 10 
*Early printer deadlines 

SUPPORT OLPH THROUGH AMAZON.COM 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for 
you to support OLPH every time you shop, at no 
cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, 
you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection 

and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that  
Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to OLPH. Use our custom link: 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/11-1797184. 

2019 OLPH  

CONTRIBUTION TAX LETTERS 

Tax letters for the 2019 tax year will be         

prepared upon request only. Requests can 

be made by calling the Rectory: 631-226-

7725 X 200. The Secretary will take your 

name, address & envelope number.  The 

letters will be sent out only upon request.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

OFFERING UPDATE 

March 21/22, 2020 

Due to the Executive Order Shutdown, 
Offering Update information for the 

weekend of March 21-22, 2020 
is unavailable at this time. 

As you might expect, due to the suspension 
of Masses, our income for the weekend will 
be severely impacted. Please remember to 

mail in or drop off your offering! 
 

2019 Totals for the comparable weekend were: 
      Attendance: 1,784 

       Number of Envelopes: 567 
       Total Collection: $18,342.65 

March 29, 2020 

Our Lady of  Perpetual Help needs your 
support now more than ever!  Join the    

parishioners who are using Faith Direct for 

automated giving to Our Lady of           

Perpetual Help.  Faith Direct offers a safe 

and secure way to donate to our parish in 

this time of uncertainty.  There is no cost 

to you, and the program provides a great 

benefit to our parish.  Sign up today by  

visiting faith.direct/NY286, or text 

‘Enroll’ to (631) 201-5664.”  

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_raas_lsmi_smi
https://esgvch.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/amazon.png
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Monday, March 30, 2020:  

Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 32-62  

+ John 8:1-11 

Tuesday, March 31, 2020: 

Numbers 21:4-9 + John 8:21-30 

Wednesday, April 1, 2020: 

Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95  

+ John 8:31-42 

Thursday, April 2, 2020 

Genesis 17:3-9 + John 8:51-59  

 

Friday, April 3, 2020 

Jeremiah 20:10-13 + John 10:31-42 
 

Saturday, April 4, 2020: 

Ezekiel 37:21-28 + John 11:45-56 
 

Sunday, April 5, 2020:  

Matthew 21:1-11 + Isaiah 50:4-7 

+ Philippians 2:6-11  

+ Matthew 26:14—27:66 

Gospel Reflection Questions…. 
After reading next Sunday’s readings 

and Gospel, take some time to pray on 

them before you come to Mass. Use the 

questions below to aid your reflection. 

 

1. Jesus endured abandonment by 

the one he loved most, his Abba. 

He chose to experience all of            

humanity’s worst suffering. What 

does this tell us? Even though he 

couldn’t access their love, do you 

think the Father and the Spirit 

were there with Jesus on the 

cross? 
 

2. At the World Youth Day in 

2013 Pope Francis addressed how 

the Cross of Christ contains all the 

love and mercy of God. Given 

that this is immeasurable love, 

how do you respond to it? 
 

“The Cross of Christ bears the        

suffering and the sin of mankind,  

including our own. Jesus accepts 

all this with open arms, bearing on 

his shoulders our crosses and   

saying to us: ‘Have courage! You 

do not carry your cross alone! I 

carry it with you. I have overcome 

death and I have come to give you 

hope, to give you life’ (cf. John 

3:16). … 
 

You see, it gives us a treasure that 

no one else can give: the  certainty 

of the faithful love which God has 

for us. A love so great that it enters 

into our sin and forgives it, enters 

into our suffering and gives us the 

strength to bear it. It is a love 

which enters into death to conquer 

it and to save us. The Cross of 

Christ contains all the love of God; 

there we find his immeasurable 

mercy. This is a love in which we 

can place all our trust, in which 

we can believe.” 
 

The Way of the Cross with Young People 

Waterfront of Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro 

Friday, July 26, 2013 

PREPARING FOR Sunday, April 5, 2020 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 

Hosanna to the Son of David;  

blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord;  

hosanna in the highest.                                        Matthew 21:9 

Readings for the Week 
Take time each day to read the daily readings of the Church. 

Isaiah 50:4-7 
This selection from Isaiah is the third of four poems usually called the 
“Servant Songs,” all of which we will hear throughout Holy Week.  This 
“Servant of the Lord” (also known as the “Suffering Servant”) who is      
speaking is sent by God to proclaim to the Israelites who were exiled to    
Babylon a message of hope and deliverance despite the desperate nature of 
their present circumstances.  He is rejected but undeterred, even though he is 
grossly mistreated.  God has given him the word and he must deliver it, even 
at the cost of personal suffering, and he is confident that God will eventually 
prove him right. 
 

Philippians 2:6-11 
Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi, thirty years after the death and          
resurrection of Jesus, incorporates an early church hymn that we hear       
today.  When he wrote this letter, Paul was in prison, perhaps facing death 
for preaching about Jesus.  He exhorts the church then, and us today, to     
follow the example of Jesus’ passage through death to greater life, despite 
any difficulties that we face.  Imagine that ― Jesus did not cling being in the 
form of God but stooped down to our level so that he could rescue us from 
the fall of Adam.  Truly, every tongue should confess that “Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father!” 
 

Matthew 26:14―27:66 
Today we hear Matthew’s telling of the Passion and Death of Jesus, a truly 
moving account of how great God’s love is for us.  Matthew, writing to early 
Jewish Christians, was concerned to show them that Jesus was the fulfillment 
of the Old Testament Scriptures.  We hear how he was Isaiah’s Suffering 
Servant who offered himself up to be beaten on our behalf.  We hear how he 
was mocked for claiming to be the Son of God and the Christ (Messiah) that 
he really was. We hear how he was betrayed and deserted by all his friends, 
especially Peter who denied he knew Jesus three times.  Why did Jesus do all 
this?  He tells us at the Last Supper: he allowed his blood to be “shed on   
behalf of the many for the forgiveness of sins.”  That means all the disciples 
who deserted him could be forgiven.  Peter could be forgiven.  And yes, we 
can be forgiven. What good news! 

March 29, 2020 
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