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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
210 South Wellwood Avenue + Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +
Telephone: 631-226-7725 + Fax: 631-225-9597 +
www.olphlindenhurst.com + Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help

“If you trust in God, you too shall live. . .
Before man are life and death, good and evil,
whichever he chooses shall be given him.”
Sirach 15:15b, 17

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
February 16, 2020
PASTORAL STAFF

Pastor: Reverend Monsignor Joseph DeGrocco
Parochial Vicars: Reverend Fidelis Ezeani, Reverend Frank Zero
Deacons: Deacon William Crosby, Deacon Douglas G. Smith, Deacon Robert A. Becker
Business Manager: Mr. Thomas Crennan
Director of Faith Formation: Mrs. April Kleinlaut
Music Director: Mr. Christopher Ferraro
————————–————————————————————————-—

Deacon Frank Odin, Retired

COME AND PRAY…
Our church is open 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. seven
days a week, except for Thursdays when it closes
after the 12:15 p.m. Mass for cleaning.
Come in and spend some time in prayer.

MASS SCHEDULE
Monday – Friday
6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.
Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.
Saturday Afternoon (Sunday Anticipated):
5:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses:
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.,
12:00 p.m. & 5:00 p.m.

LITURGY OF THE HOURS
We pray Evening Prayer each Saturday and
Sunday after the 5:00 p.m. Mass.
We pray Daytime Prayer each Wednesday
at 1:50 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Mondays following the 12:15 p.m. Mass
(except on Holy Days of Obligation)
Saturday: 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available by
making an appointment with one of our priests.

OLPH NOVENA DEVOTIONS
Monday afternoons
at 12:45 p.m. in the church

ADORATION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT
Wednesday: 12:45 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
First Saturday: 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday- Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
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DOWNLOAD THE OLPH APP

Q: How do new parishioners register for an account?
A: Registering for FORMED is easier than ever:
Go to formed.org/signup
Select your parish
Register with your name and email address
Check that email account for a link to begin using
FORMED
Q: Do parishioners still need to use our parish code or
custom registration URL?

A: Registering has become a lot easier and parish codes and
custom registration urls are no longer needed for your
parishioners to register for FORMED through your parish!
Now, parishioners simply need to go to formed.org/signup
and find your parish to register.
Q: Will parishioners user emails and passwords still
work?
A: Passwords are being phased out. Parishioner emails will
still work. Parishioners do not need to re-register to sign in.
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PASTOR’S PAGE
Recruiting new liturgical ministers
As you have seen in recent weeks in our bulletin,
we are recruiting new liturgical ministers ― Readers,
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Ushers
and Altar Servers. If you are not already offering
yourself to be a part of one of these ministries, I ask you
to seriously consider stepping forward.
One of the hallmarks of OLPH that makes it “the
place to be” is the quality, prayerfulness and reverence
of our liturgies. As we gather to celebrate the
sacraments and other rites of the Church, we enter into
the Sacred Mysteries through the beauty and good
order of the way the worship is enacted. That doesn’t
just happen automatically, though; the prayerfulness,
beauty and reverence of our liturgies only happens
because of the prayerfulness, beauty and reverence
brought to it by all the participants ― all the
participants of the assembly, and those who serve as
particular ministers. I wish to offer words of gratitude
and appreciation to all those who already are liturgical
ministers, those mentioned above and also all those in
our music ministry ― Cantors, choir members, and
instrumentalists (we’re not leaving you out; Chris
Ferraro does separate recruitment of those ministers at
other times, although new members are always
welcome and may contact Chris at any time about
joining). You do an amazingly generous job of fulfilling
your assignments and your responsibilities, and some of
you take on even more than your share for the sake of
keeping everything running smoothly. Thank you for
that!
So, if you have ever been enriched by any of our
liturgies, but you’re not yet involved, now is the time
for you to consider giving something back by offering
your time and your presence as a liturgical minister ―
Reader, Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion,
Usher or Altar Server. Take a minute to read the
information elsewhere in this bulletin and answer the
call to step forward!
Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA) 2020
I take this opportunity to thank all those who
have already donated to the 2020 Catholic Ministries
Appeal; I am very, very grateful for your generosity. If
you have not yet done so, please do so soon. We are
counting on raising at least the same amount of rebate
money for OLPH as we did last year ― upwards of
$50,000 ― and, I hope, even more, but it all depends
on your generosity in pushing us over goal and in doing
at least as well as we did last year. We count on this
money to keep us afloat; it is absolutely essential to the
financial health of the parish. I give to the Appeal each
year, and I ask you to, also, especially if you have never
given before; this year is the perfect time to begin!
Thank you, thank you, thank you!

Installation of Archbishop Nelson J. Perez
This Tuesday, February 18, I will be down in
Philadelphia (traveling by car, not by plane!) to attend
the installation of Archbishop Nelson J. Perez as the
Archbishop of Philadelphia. Many of you may
remember Bishop Perez from when he was an
Auxiliary Bishop here in the Diocese of Rockville
Centre. I had the joy of becoming friends with
Archbishop Perez through working together with him
on our television show Insight, which we co-hosted with
Bishop Robert Brennan.
Archbishop Perez was a priest of the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia when he was appointed by
Pope Benedict XVI to be an Auxiliary Bishop here, and
he was ordained a Bishop (along with our own Bishop
Robert Brennan!) on July 25, 2012. He served here as
Auxiliary Bishop until 2017, when he was appointed as
Bishop of Cleveland, Ohio and installed there on
September 5, 2017, which I also had the pleasure to
attend.
Now Archbishop Perez returns to the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia as its 14th Bishop and 10th
Archbishop, to lead that diocese. All who know
Archbishop Perez know what a joyful, down-to-earth
man he is, a servant who has a true Pastor’s heart and a
great love for the people he serves. This is a great thing
for Archbishop Perez and for the people of
Philadelphia. It will be my privilege to concelebrate the
Mass of Installation, and I ask your prayers for
Archbishop Perez and the Archdiocese of Philadelphia
on Tuesday. The liturgy will be covered by our
diocesan television station, Catholic Faith Network
(CFN), so you can tune in and pray along during the
Mass of Installation.
Leaving Mass early
Over the course of the past several weeks we
have been printing brief blurbs in the bulletin calling us
to reflect on our behavior at Mass, challenging us to
enter into and participate in our worship in the most
reverent and prayerful way possible. Topics have
included arriving on time, keeping silence in the five
minutes before Mass begins, and keeping the church
clean. There’s one additional topic that bears our
consideration, and that is leaving Mass early.
Of course there may be the occasional time when
someone legitimately has to leave Mass early, for
example, immediately after Communion ― suddenly
feeling ill being the most obvious and valid reason that
comes to mind. So, if we see someone leaving Mass
early, we should never be judgmental toward them;
there may be a good reason.
However, I would be so bold as to say that the
majority of the time there probably is not a good reason
to leave Mass early, especially considering the
frequency and regularity with which some people leave
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early, for example, right after receiving Holy
Communion. We all need to examine our behavior and
challenge ourselves to do better if we are the ones
leaving Mass early. Isn’t it disrespectful to God and to
everyone else there to leave early? Doesn’t it convey the
message, “Well, I got what I want (e.g., Communion),
so now I can leave?” Don’t we all have the
responsibility to each other for our common worship
together to all stay until the singing of the Closing
Hymn has ended? I have heard of some churches that
have a sign posted at the exit, “Judas left early, too.”
While I think this is perhaps a little harsh and, as I said,
a little judgmental toward those who might have a
legitimate reason, it does kind of starkly challenge us to
make sure we do indeed have a legitimate reason.
Personally, I don’t think “because I have somewhere
else to go” is a good enough reason. Mass is not just
something else we do along with everything else. We
all need to take to heart that the Sunday celebration of
the Eucharist is the most important thing we do, and it
should be the center of our week and the center of our
life. That being said, does our behavior at Mass really
convey that centrality?
I ask everyone to pray over and reflect on these
thoughts.
Mardi Gras
Mark your calendar now: Tuesday evening,
February 25 is our night of Mardi Gras! It’s our annual
night of feasting and fun before we settle into the
seriousness of Lent which begins the next day on Ash
Wednesday. We start with a very beautiful Evening
Prayer at 7:00 p.m. in the church, and then as the
conclusion to Evening Prayer we move in procession to

the burning of palms, singing “Alleluia” as we do so,
hearing that acclamation for the last time before it
returns at Easter. Then, a festive party follows the
burning of palms.
Mardi Gras, with Evening Prayer, the burning of
palms and party, is for everyone of all ages ― parents,
kids, grandparents, marrieds and singles…everyone! (It
doesn’t matter if you don’t have kids; come anyway
and enjoy!) It’s always a night of festivity and great
community. Do plan on being there!
Presidents’ Day holiday weekend
Finally, allow me to wish everyone a very happy
and relaxing Presidents’ Day holiday; it’s nice to have a
“three-day weekend” again, especially in the midst of
winter. If I’m not mistaken, for schools this coming
week is also the week of Winter Recess. So, may we use
this day and/or this week for wholesome relaxation
and renewal. Maybe we could even take a little extra
time for prayer, or Scripture reading…that would be a
great way to “rehearse” taking some time out for
spirituality every day during Lent, which begins next
week!
In conclusion…
Together, let’s aim high in Christ. Together, let’s
bring out the best in each other. Together, let’s be the
best we can be in Christ.
And let’s always remember: LOVE IS A GIFT.
Sincerely,

A WORD ABOUT LITURGICAL PRACTICES AND GOOD HEALTH
As we come to celebrate Mass together each week during these winter days, it’s a good time to review some
common-sense liturgical practices and issues, to help everyone stay healthy and to care for one another.
Holy Communion: Priests, deacons and extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion are especially
encouraged to wash and sanitize their hands before Mass begins. If Communion ministers need to clean their hands
during Mass, it must be done discreetly. The best way for extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion to clean their
hands during Mass is to use a sanitizing liquid in the pew before coming into the sanctuary (sanitizing liquids have
no place on the altar or among the Communion vessels and other sacred items on the credence table).
Communion from the Chalice: The faithful should refrain from drinking from the chalice when one has a cold
or is fearful of being infected.
Receiving on the Tongue: Faithful who normally receive Holy Communion on the tongue should refrain from
receiving on the tongue and instead receive in the hand when one has a cold or is otherwise contagious. Do not
spread your saliva to the hand of the Communion minister if you are sick; receive Communion in the hand instead.
Greeting of Peace: Use your own discretion and best judgment when invited to exchange the greeting of peace
during the liturgy; limit physical contact with others if necessary. If a handshake is not advisable, a simple bow of
the head is acceptable. Do not be insulted if someone prefers to avoid shaking your hand.
Mass Attendance: MOST IMPORTANTLY, IF YOU ARE SICK, PLEASE DO NOT COME TO MASS! There
is no obligation to attend Mass if you are sick; it is not a sin to miss Mass for this reason. (Also, there is no need to
go to Confession if you miss Mass because you are sick.) Personal prayer and reflection on the Sunday Scripture
readings is encouraged; many people also enjoy viewing the Mass on television.

February 16, 2020

Page 5

ST. JOHN’S BIBLE PRESENTATION FEBRUARY 6, 2020
We were blessed to have a presentation on the St. John's Bible on Thursday,
February 6 thanks to the Larissa and Briana, archivists at Molloy College.
We watched a 45 minute video that showed the
history of the St. John's Bible as well as interviews
with the artists who created it. Participants then got
to come up to see and touch two facsimiles.

Below are some links to some websites related to the St. John’s Bible Presentation:
Link to the Molloy College Art Gallery:
https://www.molloy.edu/about-molloy-college/offices-and-services/art-gallery/exhibition-schedule
Links to two websites with information and products related to St. John’s Bible:
https://litpress.org/Theme/SJB/Saint-Johns-Bible-Products
https://www.saintjohnsbible.org/promotions/see/
Link to an online course on the St. John’s Bible offered by the University of Notre Dame:
https://mcgrath.nd.edu/news/mcgrath-institute-announces-plans-to-showcase-the-saint-johns-bible-in-freeonline-course/?fbclid=IwAR2q0Ohsru_TReSt_EuWBIVkbHy0NcWAL4Nhglnam6iW95yarpvKPwutSE0
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP
ASH WEDNESDAY LITURGIES
FEBRUARY 26
6:30 a.m.— Mass
12:15 p.m.—Mass
4:15 p.m.—Word Service
5:30 p.m.—Word Service
7:30 p.m. — Mass

Stations of the Cross
Fridays
February 28, March 6, 13, 20
and April 3

at 7:30 p.m. in the Church
March 27 3:00 p.m.
April 10 12:00 Noon
February 28 led by the Liturgy Committee
We are continuing the custom of having different groups from the parish lead the
Stations of the Cross on the Friday nights during Lent as a great way to highlight the
traditional Lenten devotion of the Stations of the Cross.

CONFESSIONS
Every Monday
following the 12:15 p.m. weekday Mass
Saturdays: February 29, March 7, 14, 21, 28
4:00 p.m.– 4:45 p.m.
Saturday April 4: 3:00 p.m.– 4:00 p.m.
Monday of Holy Week, April 6:
3:00 p.m.– 9:00 p.m.
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP
Evening Prayer
All are invited to pray
Evening Prayer on Saturdays
and Sundays after the 5:00
p.m. Mass. Here we pray the
psalms, listen to the Word of
God and give thanks to God
for the blessings of the day. Evening Prayer is
usually about ten to fifteen minutes in length. So
come and pray…

Saturdays
and Sundays
after the 5:00 p.m. Mass
TRAINING FOR
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
OF HOLY COMMUNION
WHO WISH TO BECOME
MINISTERS TO THE HOMEBOUND
Attention all current Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion: if you wish to become a Minister to
the Homebound, bringing Holy Communion to our
brothers and sisters who are sick and homebound, we are
offering a training for you. Msgr. Joe will be offering a
training session on Saturday, February 22, 2020, 1:00
to 3:00 p.m. in the St. Lucy Meeting Room in the
lower level of the rectory. After this training session,
you will be commissioned to bring Holy Communion to
the sick and homebound of OLPH. (Please note that this
training applies only to bringing Holy Communion to
homebound parishioners of OLPH. If you wish to bring
Holy Communion to those in a hospital, nursing home
or other institution, you must take the diocesan training
course, which is something separate; this training will
not authorize you for that.)
If you wish to be trained to be a Minister to
the Homebound, please respond to Msgr. Joe at
msgrjoe@oloph.org to let him know you will attend this
session on February 22. In addition, any current E.M.’s
to the Homebound who would like to take a refresher
course are welcome to attend, too.

Novena
to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Each Monday, parishioners
pray to seek the help and
assistance of the Lord for
healing, family, children and
the needs of the world, seeking the intercession
of the Blessed Mother, concluding with
veneration of a relic of St. Catherine Laboure.
Take some time each Monday to join in the
OLPH Novena.

Monday, February 17—12:45 p.m.
Monday, February 24—12:45 p.m.
Monday, March 2—12:45 p.m.
BRING PALMS TO BE BURNED
FOR USE AS ASHES
We are all familiar with the practice of receiving
ashes on Ash Wednesday, which this year is February
26. The ashes are a sign of the public penance to which
we are all called during the Lenten season. As we
promise to repent and believe in the Gospel, the ashes
brand us with the sign of the cross — a sign of our
commitment to the journey of prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving, a journey which ends with the new life of
baptism and baptismal renewal during Easter Time.
Penitential acts are undertaken as a community, as
together we journey to the cross and resurrection.
What you may not know is where the ashes come
from. Very simply, the ashes used on Ash Wednesday
are the ashes from palms saved from Palm Sunday the
previous year, which have been burned.
This year we once again invite you to share in our
communal celebration of Ash Wednesday in a special
way. We ask you to bring old palms from your home
and deposit them in the baskets which will be
available. These palms will then be burned at our
Mardi Gras celebration on February 25 and used as
ashes on Ash Wednesday.

Please join in
this meaningful gesture
of community and
solidarity as together
we embark on our
Lenten disciplines.
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LITTLE BLACK BOOKS
FOR LENT
ARE NOW AVAILABLE
Please take home a Little Black Book
which contains daily reflections for the
Lenten season. This book, following on
the Little Blue Book which was so
popular for Advent, will provide the
opportunity for prayerful sacred reading
for every day of Lent.
Let God speak to you
during this special
and holy time of the
liturgical year by
2020
taking a few minutes
for quiet reflection
using the Little Black
Book.

BRINGING
FORWARD
THE OFFERINGS OF
BREAD AND WINE
If the announced intention at Mass is for your
intention, or if you have memorialized the
bread and wine, and you would like to carry
those offerings forward at the Presentation of
the Gifts during Mass, please be sure to let the
ushers know this
before the Mass
begins. They will be
happy to have you do
this. If no one steps
forward to specifically
request this, then they
will select people from
the assembly.

GLUTEN-FREE HOSTS
LENT 2020—
ABSTINENCE AND
FASTING ASH
WEDNESDAY AND
FRIDAYS OF LENT
All Catholics who have
reached their fourteenth
th
(14 ) year are bound to abstain entirely from
meat on Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays
of Lent. All Catholics between the ages of
eighteen (18) and fifty-nine (59) inclusive are
also bound to observe the law of fast on Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday. This means
limiting oneself to a single full meal and
avoiding food between meals. Two other light
meals, which together do not equal a full
meal, may be taken during the day. Those
whose work or health would be impaired are
excused from fast and abstinence. Individual
conscience should decide proper cause for
excuse. A more serious reason is required to
excuse oneself from Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday fast and abstinence.

Gluten-free hosts are available for those with Celiac
Disease who cannot receive Holy Communion
using the usual bread. If you need to receive Holy
Communion using a gluten-free
host, please stop in the sacristy
before Mass to discuss this with
the priest. We will be happy to
accommodate you.

PLEASE DO NOT PARK
IN BANK PARKING LOT
ON ASH WEDNESDAY
We ask that you kindly not park in
the bank parking lot on the north side
of the church on Ash Wednesday.
Remember that Wednesday is a normal
business day for the bank, and the bank
lot is not our property.
Let’s be a good neighbor!
Please do not park in their
lot on Ash Wednesday.
Thank you.
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BECOME AN ALTAR SERVER
ATTENTION BOYS AND GIRLS OF THE PARISH, FOURTH GRADE AND OLDER
We are in the process of recruiting new Altar Servers! Being an altar server is a great way to be
involved at Our Lady of Perpetual Help. You make an important contribution to the life of the parish
and you perform an important ministry. Besides, it's fun!!! You serve at weekend Masses and other
special events, attend some meetings throughout the year, and have fun parties!
Why not become an altar server? We would love to have you, and we will provide plenty of training
— no prior experience is necessary!! If you are a boy or a girl who is in the 4th grade or older (it’s
o.k. if you are in 5th, 6th, 7th, or 8th grade, or even older!), you are invited to become an altar
server. Parents, why not mention it to your daughter or son to get them interested? Training will start
soon, so sign up now. If you are interested, mail or drop off the coupon below to Monsignor Joe at
the Rectory, 210 South Wellwood Avenue. No phone calls, please; you must let me know in writing! It’s
OK to scan this page and send it electronically with all the info to msgrjoe@oloph.org
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, RESPOND BEFORE MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2020,
SINCE THE FIRST TRAINING MEETING WILL BE SOON AFTER THAT (you will receive a
letter giving you specific information).
Sorry…no responses can be accepted after February 24!
We hope to hear from YOU!!!

-------------------------------------------------------------Yes, I am interested in becoming an Altar Server! RETURN THIS BEFORE FEBRUARY 24!
Name _________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________
Town/Zip ______________________________________________
Telephone Number _____________________
E-mail _________________@_____________
Date of Birth (month/day/year) ________/________/_______
Family Envelope/Registration Number ________________ ***Required: Your family must be registered
parishioners of OLPH.
Year You Received First Holy Communion ___________________
Grade you are in right now _______
Check one:
_____ I go to public school; Name of School __________________________________
_____ I go to Catholic school; Name of School ________________________________
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WE NEED YOU! WE WANT YOU!
OLPH IS RECRUITING NEW READERS, USHERS AND
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
WHAT DO EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS DO?
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
assist the priests and deacons in the distribution
of Holy Communion at Mass. Those who wish
can also go on for extra training to bring Holy
Communion to our homebound sisters and
brothers.
HOW DO I BECOME AN
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTER?
1.You must contact Barbara McPhail at
631.226-1354 or e-mail to gospa254@gmail.com.

WHAT DO READERS DO?
Readers proclaim the Scriptures and sometimes the
Intercessions at Sunday and daily Mass and at other
liturgies.

HOW DO I BECOME A READER?
1. You must contact Deacon Robert Becker at
631-226-6175 to leave a message or send an
email to DeaconRobert@oloph.org.
2. You must attend one of the diocesan training
sessions.

2. You must send a letter to Msgr. Joe at the Parish
Office or e-mail to msgrjoe@oloph.org requesting to
become a minister.
3. You must meet with Msgr. Joe for an interview.
4. You must attend one of the diocesan training
sessions.

DIOCESAN TRAINING SESSIONS:
Wednesday, March 11, 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.
at St. Christopher’s, Baldwin (McGoldrick Hall)
Saturday, April 25, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
at St. Christopher’s, Baldwin (McGoldrick Hall)
Wednesday, May 13, 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.
at St. Elizabeth’s Parish, Melville (Msgr. Kane Hall)
Saturday, May 16, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
at St. Rosalie’s, Hampton Bays (Community Center)
WHAT DO USHERS DO?
Ushers serve an important role in the liturgy! First and foremost, they are ministers of hospitality who
welcome all those who come to liturgy. They help create an environment conducive to worship by the way
they greet people with warmth and friendliness. Ushers also serve by guiding the movement of the assembly
during processions such as the reception of Holy Communion and at other times. Taking up the collection is
another way Ushers serve the assembly.
WHO SHOULD BECOME AN USHER?
Anyone, including teens who have received Confirmation, can become an Usher.
This is a great ministry for families to do together…the young ones can do this
with parents and older children!
HOW DO I BECOME AN USHER?
You should contact Mike Williams at olphushersministry@gmail.com
or, if you don’t have e-mail, leave a message for Msgr. Joe at the Parish Office,
(631) 226-7725 and he will pass the message along to Mike.
All liturgical ministers must complete a Volunteer Registration Form, have Virtus training and be a registered
parishioner. For information about becoming Virtus compliant: Contact Helene Calabrese at hcalab2@optonline.net.

February 16, 2020

by
RSVP
next
y!
a
d
n
u
S

Page 11

Page 12

February 16, 2020

2020 OLPH GOAL: $110,400
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We’re getting ready to send out our next batch for engraving.
Bricks will continue to be available, but if you want to get in on this
batch to be installed and blessed Spring 2020 then ACT NOW!

If you would like to add a heart or a cross to your brick, it will be engraved on the left hand side.

JOSEPH & MARY
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OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION
Located in the Rectory
Phone # 631.226.7725 x. 253
Email: religioused@oloph.org
Director: Mrs. April Kleinlaut
(akleinlaut@oloph.org)

ALL Levels:
There is no class
on Wednesday, February 19,
and Saturday,
February 22,
due to
Winter Break!
Levels 6, 7 and Service Corps
Looking for service hours?
Join us for our
Lenten Mission Service Series!
Serve your community through
the Corporal Works of Mercy!
On Wednesday, February 26
give alms to the poor by
helping us label
the Lenten rice
bowls in room
16 of the school
from 6:15 p.m.
—7:15 p.m.
On Sunday, March 8
give drink to the thirsty by
helping out at the Community
Meal in the school cafeteria
from 12:15 p.m.—3:00 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Monday: 9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 12:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Friday: CLOSED
Saturday: By Appointment

Vacation Bible Camp Needs You!
Planning Meeting Thursday, March 19 at
6:00 p.m. in room 3 of the school. Please
consider being a part of our Conductors
Team! Contact April for more information!

Save the Date
Vacation Bible
Camp
July 13 - July 17
Happy Saint of the Day!
Immaculate Heart of Mary
We celebrate Mary and the purity of her heart and
soul as the Mother of Jesus Christ, to remind us of her
joys and her sorrows, her virtues and her hidden
perfections, her respect and her devotion to God the
Father, her love as a mother for Jesus the Son, and her
compassion for all human life. Seven swords, or roses,
are shown wrapped around Mary’s heart, to represent
what she went through as
a mother and the
sacrifices she made out of
her fully-committed love
for God. We can honor
her by praying a Rosary
to become more like her
and to saying “yes” to
God’s call that He gives
to all of us to follow Him
and grow in love for
Him!
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY













Bereavement Ministry: Linda Arpino—631.592.1062—forubabe77@gmail.com
Blue Door Thrift Boutique: Tricia Buckley—631.561.5790—thebluedoor@oloph.org
Catholics for the Freedom of Religion: Kathy Feldman—631 225-9864— cdefeldman@optonline.net
Community Meal: Mary Leon— mleon719@yahoo.com
Homeless Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com—Peggy Pannullo—631. 921.5994—justin97@aol.com
Hospital Visitors: Peter O’Neill—631-226-6340—oneillp@optonline.net
Middle Ages: Gail Tonnessen—631.957.1449—gtonness@optonline.net
Nursing Ministry: Regina Muir—631.226.2709—rmuir11@aol.com
Respect Life Committee: Louise Perrotta—631.412.3831—louiseperrotta@optonline.net
St. Vincent de Paul Society: Deborah Deasy—631.226.7725, x. 234
Senior Moments/Spirituality: Virginia Beyrer—631-226-6635
Special Needs Ministry: Jessica Becker Paolo—631.226.6175—jbecker@oloph.org

Food Pantry List!

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Located in the “New” School Building

PANCAKE MIX/SYRUP
OATMEAL/CEREAL
JAR SPAGHETTI SAUCE
MACARONI & CHEESE
BAKED BEANS
CANNED CARROTS
CANNED FRUIT
FRUIT JUICE
JELLY/JAM
TOOTHPASTE

In the Gospel Jesus says: “Whoever fulfills and teaches
these commands shall be great in the kingdom of God.”

Thank you
for your continued generosity.
Cut out this list and bring it
with you when you go shopping!

By your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul you
indeed put your faith into action as you fulfill the
commands of Jesus.

Use the parking lot located on the corner of
Gates & High Streets

631.226.7725 x. 234
The office is open:

Monday, Wednesday and Friday
9:00 a.m.—12 Noon
1st & 3rd Saturdays 1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m.

† AN EXPANSION OF OUR MEMORIAL CARD PROGRAM
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is happy to announce an expansion of our
Memorial Card program. In addition to updated Living Memorial cards, we are
now able to offer Special Occasion cards. These are a great way to commemorate a
special occasion (birthday, anniversary, get well, thank you, holiday, etc.) while
supporting SVDP’s efforts to provide not just food, but also financial, material
and spiritual aid to our neighbors.
Memorial/Special Occasion card envelopes are available on the pew ledges or in the
SVDP Food Pantry (M-W-F, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon and 1st & 3rd Saturdays, 1:30
p.m.-3:00 p.m.) or at the Rectory. The Memorial or Special Occasion Card
acknowledging your donation will be sent to the person/family indicated on the
form.
Please contact Janet Hume at the SVDP Office at 631-226-7725 X 234 for more
information.
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY
HOMELESS MINISTRY
DONATIONS:
We can use gift cards (Visa, Amazon, etc.) or
financial donations, and we'll do the shopping
for the items most often needed.
We have a DESPERATE need for:
New packages of men’s underwear S-3XL
New packages of men’s socks
Hats and gloves
Clean, gently used men’s jeans,
hoodies, waterproof coats and sneakers
Donations can be dropped off at the Parish Office from
9:00 a.m.—9:00 p.m. daily and 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
on the weekends.

MIDDLE AGES
Are you a lady in your 40s, 50s, or 60s?
Are you looking to meet other women
who share your interest in spirituality,
socializing and social action?

Our next meeting:
Tuesday, February 18
Making peanut butter sandwiches for Mercy Inn

7:00 p.m. in Room 24
Call Gail Tonnessen at 631-957-1449
or email her at gtonness@optonline.net

RESPECT LIFE
“40 DAYS FOR LIFE” – Join us and all our fellow Catholics, the entire world,
and all people of life to pray for the mothers and children.
1 - We encourage you to join us in prayer in front of Planned Parenthood at
540 Fulton Ave., Hempstead or 70 Maple Ave., Smithtown. Choose a time slot
between Feb. 26 to April 5 – sign up at 40daysforlife.com/Smithtown
2- Pray with friends and family at our parish or at home.
3- Fast and sacrifice as your health permits.

DONATE TO THE BLUE DOOR BOUTIQUE!
When can I drop off a donation?
We accept donations any time the Boutique is open.
Our hours of operation are M, W, F 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. and
1st & 3rd Saturdays 1:30—3:00 p.m.
What do you accept?
We have limited space in the Blue Door, so we can only accept clothing
in new or very good condition, household items (dishes, glasses, serving
pieces), decorative items (frames, candles, artwork, etc.). Nothing
electric, no toys, games, stuffed animals, books, bedding.
PLEASE NOTE: We are also UNABLE to accept holiday items AFTER
the holiday has passed as we no longer have space to store these items
until the next year.

Entrance to Blue Door Boutique is located
by the driveway between the Village Museum
and the Convent.

HOURS OF OPERATION

M, W, F 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
1st & 3rd SAT 1:30-3:00 p.m.
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CATHOLICS FOR THE FREEDOM OF RELIGION

FOCUS ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
www.cffor.org

Students Should Not Have to Sue to Defend
Their Basic Right to Religious Expression
“I didn't want to file a lawsuit, but after many unsuccessful meetings with the [school]
administration, I wound up realizing it was the only way to secure future students' rights to
pray...,” Chase Windebank told President Trump on National Freedom of Religion Day, January 16.(1)
Chase had started a small group of fellow High School students praying during free period in his Colorado
Springs school. By senior year, when the group had grown to 90 students, the administration banned
students from praying during school hours ― even during lunch.
The updated guidelines, originally issued at President Clinton’s direction, and announced by the
White House on January 16, are designed to end this abuse of student Constitutional protections and
promote teachers' and students' rights to pray in public schools. Windebank said, “And you guys are
making sure that the Founding Fathers are living in our nation. So, thank you very, very much.”(2)
Since secular legal groups have regularly pressured local school districts to end any perceived
entanglement with religion, the Department of Education new rule “ensures the equal treatment and
Constitutional rights...owed to students on campus.”(3)
(1) (2) c-span.org, 1/16/20, transcript; (3) christianpost.com, 1/16/20; ncregister, 1/17/20; whitehouse.gov/
briefings)
*********************************************************
Jan. 24, 2020: Supporting the truth that “Religious Liberty protects the right to Choose
Life,” Catholics For Freedom of Religion participated in the 2020 March for Life and
Expo in Washington D.C. Over three days we distributed literature, videos and
pamphlets and spoke to thousands of attendees about First Amendment protections and
rights in schools and in the public square. Over 2500 of our Religious Liberty/Choose
Life buttons were proudly worn by the Marchers.
“All of us here understand an eternal truth: every child is a precious and sacred gift
from God. Together, we must protect, cherish and defend the dignity and the sanctity of every
human life.”
―President Trump, addressing the 2020 March for Life, Washington, D.C.

HELP KEEP THE CHURCH CLEAN
We need to ask everyone to be attentive to doing their part to keeping the church clean by not
leaving dirty tissues and other trash in the pews. Our sacristan and all our ushers are very faithful
to going through the pews and cleaning up after every Mass ― they straighten out the hymnals
and remove any papers and other trash left in the pews. Thank you to them for their great work
and their dedication in doing this! Wouldn’t it be great, though, if they didn’t have to do this?
Imagine if each and every person took enough of a sense of pride and ownership for the worship
space, and the church facilities in general, that everyone took care not to leave any papers or
garbage around, and that, when leaving church, their seating area was neat and tidy (hymn book
back in its rack, nice and neat, and no debris left behind)? Wouldn’t that be a great sign of respect
for our worship space, for each other, and especially for those who otherwise have to clean it up?
Please do not leave any dirty tissues, trash or other litter in the pews after you leave Mass.
Thank you.
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SERVING AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS AND CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Phone: (631) 226-7725 Parish Fax: (631) 225-9597
Directory of Phone Extensions

Name

Ext

Email

Carmel Becker, Bulletin

246

cbecker@oloph.org

Carole Carrano, Parish Secretary

212

ccarrano@oloph.org

Linda Coppola, Business Office Assistant

214

lcoppola@oloph.org

Thomas Crennan, Business Manager

204

tcrennan@oloph.org

Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco, Pastor

206

msgrjoe@oloph.org

Fr. Fidelis Ezeani, Associate Pastor

226

fadaprince4christ@yahoo.com

Faith Formation Office

253

religioused@oloph.org

Christopher Ferraro, Director of Music

210

cferraro@oloph.org

April Kleinlaut, Director of Faith Formation

257

akleinlaut@oloph.org

Rectory Reception Desk

200

St. Vincent de Paul

234

stvincentdepaul@oloph.org

Josephine Vagelatos,
Administrative Assistant to the Pastor

206

jvagelatos@oloph.org

Fr. Frank Zero, Associate Pastor

203

fzero@oloph.org

YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL
Vincent Boccanfuso
Eileen Corticchia (Chair)
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Jeffrey Gaab
Joselyn Kalt
Mary Leon
Rachelle Louis-Jacques
Carlton Mitchell
Kevin Sabella, Jr.
Kevin Sabella, Sr.
Adele Venezia
Please feel free to speak to any
member of the Pastoral Council
with any questions you might have.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICK

YOUR PARISH TRUSTEES
Gerry Chille
John Reynolds
YOUR PARISH
FINANCE COMMITTEE
David Barrett
Bill Bendernagel
Gerry Chille (Chair)
Thomas Crennan
Meg Danaher, CFP®, CLU®
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Christine Donovan
Marie Gagneron
Kenneth Hale
Bob Meade
Bob Mehm
John Reynolds
Kevin Sabella, Sr.

Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as well as those in danger of death,
should receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please call the Parish
Office and ask for one of our priests.

Please feel free to speak to any
member of the Finance Committee
with any questions you might have.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Baptism ceremonies are held on the second and fourth Sundays of the month.
Parents wishing to have a child baptized must attend a baptism preparation
session before the baptism; these sessions are held on the first and third
Thursdays of the month excluding holidays. Contact the Parish Office to begin
the process of having your child baptized.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have been baptized in another Christian
faith and wish to become Catholic, or who have been baptized Catholic and
wish to be confirmed and receive Holy Communion, are invited to join the
process of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Please contact Jeffrey Gaab
at (631) 965-0076 or e-mail at jsg375@gmail.com to begin the process.

ADULT CONFIRMATION
Adults who have been baptized Catholic and who have received Holy
Communion but who still need the Sacrament of Confirmation should enroll in
our Adult Confirmation Classes. Please contact Deacon Robert Becker at
631-226-6175 or e-mail to DeaconRobert@oloph.org.

THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Please contact the Parish Office at least SIX MONTHS before the desired date
of your wedding.

YOUR PARISH
LITURGY COMMITTEE
Fauvette Auguste
Deacon Robert Becker
Mark Costantino
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Chris Ferraro
MaryAnn Haas
Jenine Jimenez-Spina
Denise Martinez
Barbara McPhail
Deacon Doug Smith
Mike Williams
Please feel free to speak to any
member of the Liturgy Committee
with any questions you might have.
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PRAYING FOR AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER
BANNS OF MARRIAGE

WE BELIEVE

Please pray for the following members of our parish
community preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony.

We pray for the sick of our parish…

Third Announcement:

James Longenecker & Vanessa Clazeria
Marek Gut & Maria Nunez

WE CELEBRATE
God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has freed you from sin,
given you a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and
welcomed you into his holy people.

-Rite of Baptism

Benjamin Francis Korfhage
Marley Diane Schneiderman

John McPhail
Mary Martin
Joan Giarratano
Nettie Deasy
Carmen Meyer
Rose Garofalo
Joe Chiusa
Louise Pauzano
James Byrne
Helene Jirinec
Nancy Wirth
Grace Tuttle

Randall I. & Johanne Press

Janina Soroka
Natalie & Lew Yugel
Kristen Wieneke
Joan & John Peter
Richard DeVilla
Loretto Dinardo
Louis Grasso
Carol Kennelly
Frank Merendino
Gordon Hinds

We welcome the newest members
of the Catholic community here at OLPH!

PERPETUAL HELP MASS
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2020
12:15 P.M. MASS
Mary Klingler

Requested by Marilyn Klingler

Felicidad Ramos

Requested by Evelyn Garrovillas

If a family member or close friend is ill, please let
us know so our community can pray for them. To
have your name or the name of a loved one listed
in our parish bulletin, please call the Parish
Office. Please make sure the person is aware the
request has been made and that they are
agreeable with their name printed in the
bulletin. The name will remain on the list for
about four weeks.

Christopher Ford Requested by Barbara Ford
WE REMEMBER
We remember those who have died in our parish
community this week:

Ethel Giorgetti
Mary Patalano
John Thomas Rousseau II
Clare Domhan
Jay R. Diston
“O God, who through the ending of present things open up the
beginning of things to come, grant, we pray, that the soul of your
servant may be led to you to attain the inheritance of eternal
redemption.”

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be
comforted." Matthew 5:4
If you are mourning the loss of a loved one, the
support of your Catholic faith community should be
a source of comfort and strength. A bereavement
group run by trained facilitators helps grieving
people learn skills for navigating their loss and
opportunities to share their stories of loss. The
Bereavement Support Group is a parish-based ministry
responding to the needs of the recently bereaved by
offering emotional, and sometimes practical, support
as they learn to cope with their loss.
If you have suffered the loss of a loved one and
would like to know more about the OLPH Support
Group Program, please contact Linda Arpino at 631
-592-1062 or Marige Reyes at 631-608-3658. You
may also leave your name and contact information
with the receptionist in the rectory.
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK
MONDAY, February 17—
WEEKDAY
(The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order)
6:30
12:15

Gifford Bowne
Adam Whiston

TUESDAY, February 18—
WEEKDAY
6:30

Rachael Fiorito

Those Enrolled in the Perpetual Help
Mass (List on page 19)
WEDNESDAY, February 19—
WEEKDAY

PARISH CALENDAR
Monday, February 17, 2020
ALL RECTORY & RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
OFFICES ARE CLOSED AND ALL ACTIVITIES
CANCELLED FOR PRESIDENTS’ DAY.
12:45 p.m.

6:30

Maurice & Alourdes Jean-Pierre, Celia
& Rosalia Mayala, & Hermine Damas

12:15 Joanna Perrotta Garofalo
FRIDAY, February 21—
WEEKDAY
(Saint Peter Damian, Bishop
and Doctor of the Church)
6:30
Charles M. Zingraf Jr.
12:15 Suzanne L. Buttler
SATURDAY, February 22—
WEEKDAY
THE CHAIR OF SAINT PETER THE APOSTLE
8:00

George Wagner

Saturday Afternoon (Sunday Anticipated):
SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
5:00

For the Repose of the Souls of the
McCarthy Family
Sunday, February 23
SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

8:00
10:00
12:00
5:00

Living & Deceased Members of the
Knights of Columbus
Ann DeGirolamo
Alberta Zero
For the People of the Parish

Church

Tuesday, February 18, 2020
6:45 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous

Cafeteria

7:00 p.m.

Middle Ages

Room 24

7:00 p.m.

RCIA

Room 18

12:15

6:30
John Tarsitano
12:15 Mario Mignone
THURSDAY, February 20—
WEEKDAY

Devotions

Wednesday, February 19, 2020
9:00 a.m.

St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry

Room 24

10:00 a.m.

Blue Door Boutique

Convent

12:45 p.m.

Exposition

Church

2:00 p.m.

Legion of Mary

Room 24

5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

No Religious Ed. Classes
Van Run

Room 12

7:45 p.m.

Christian Mothers

Cafeteria

Thursday, February 20, 2020
1:00 p.m.-on

Church closed for cleaning

Church

7:00 p.m.

Spanish Prayer Group

Cafeteria

7:30 p.m.

Baptismal Prep Class

Room 16

8:00 p.m.

Narcotics Anonymous

Room 24

Friday, February 21, 2020
9:00 a.m.

St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry

Room 24

10:00 a.m.

Blue Door Boutique

Convent

Saturday, February 22, 2020
8:30, 10:00

No Religious Ed. Classes

1:00 p.m.

Homebound EM Training

St. Lucy Rm.

1:30 p.m.

Wedding

Church

3:00 p.m.

Wedding

Church

4:00 p.m.

Confessions

Church

6:00 p.m.

Evening Prayer

Church

6:30 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous

Cafeteria

Sunday, February 23, 2020
9:15 a.m.
1:30 p.m.

RCIC
Young Men’s Spirituality

Room 18
St. Mark Rm

2:00 p.m.

Baptisms

Church

6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Evening Prayer
Alcoholics Anonymous

Church
Cafeteria
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EL MINISTERIO HISPANO
EL MINISTERIO HISPANO DE NUESTRA SEÑORA DEL PERPETUO SOCORRO,
El grupo de oración “Jesús es el camino la verdad y la vida” le invita a alabar y glorificar al PADRE, al HIJO, y
al ESPIRITU SANTO, todos los jueves de 7:00 p.m. en adelante en un ambiente familiar. Comenzando con el
Santo Rosario. Le ofrecemos el cuidado de los niños, también les ensenamos la doctrina de la iglesia.
Todos los martes llevamos el Santo Rosario a los hogares para orar en familia. Familias interesadas favor llamar
a Virginia Constantino al (631) 957-1149.
Para información sobre los sacramentos de El bautizo, Matrimonio y servicios pastorales, tales como llevarle la
Eucaristía los enfermos, la última unción de los enfermos.
Las charlas de bautizo se llevan a cabo cada segundo y cuarto domingo del mes, los padres interesados en bautizar a sus hijos deben atender a una serie de charlas. Estas charlas son cada primer y tercer lunes del mes
Para más información llamar a la rectoría (631) 226-7725. En español a Alejandro Campos teléfono (631) 6719257 correo electrónico saitjoseph98@gmail.com.

Reflexiones de las lecturas del domingo 23 de Febrero del 2020
Primera lectura
Lectura del libro del Levítico (19,1-2.17-18):
EL Señor habló así a Moisés:
«Di a la comunidad de los hijos de Israel:
“Sed santos, porque yo, el Señor, vuestro Dios, soy santo. No odiarás de corazón a tu hermano, pero
reprenderás a tu prójimo, para que no cargues tú con su pecado. No te vengarás de los hijos de tu pueblo ni les guardarás rencor, sino que amarás a tu prójimo como a ti mismo. Yo soy el Señor”»
Segunda lectura. Lectura de la primera carta del apóstol san Pablo a los Corintios (3,16-23): ¿No saben que son templo de Dios? Cristo es en adelante EL UNICO TEMPLO verdadero en el que reside la
plenitud de Dios (Juan 2,19;) templo de Dios es también la Iglesia en la que actúa el Espíritu de Dios.
Templo de Dios es el hogar creyente lo son todos aquellos en los que habita el Espíritu de Dios (6,19)
Lectura del santo evangelio según san Mateo (5,38-48)
Hoy, el evangelio toca un tema muy difícil para todos porque viene a decirnos: “querido enemigo a ti
también Te amo”.
A todos nos resulta fácil querer a las personas con las que somos afines, con las que empatizamos y nos
encontramos a gusto, pero amar a los enemigos ya es otra cuestión. Jesús va más allá, nos pide que
amemos también a nuestros enemigos. Esto nos sorprende igual que sorprendió a las gentes de su época, pero Jesús ha descubierto que Dios Padre no es violencia, no es rechazo ni castigo, sino que es un
Padre todo amor, toda bondad. Es un Padre que ama a todos. No distingue entre hijos. Para Él todos
somos iguales. Por todo ello, cuando descubrimos en nuestra vida el amor de Dios no podemos introducir en ella la violencia, ni el desprecio por los demás, tampoco el odio o la desidia.
Si hemos dejado entrar en nuestra vida a Jesús no podemos ser enemigos de nuestros enemigos, sino
amigos. Tenemos que aprender a amarlos, a empatizar con ellos aunque nos cueste. Por lo tanto, debemos erradicar de nuestra vida el “el ojo por ojo, diente por diente” y dejar paso al amor y al perdón porque es la única forma de ayudar a construir un mundo más humano y cercano.
Si actuamos así demostraremos que otro mundo es posible y estaremos dando credibilidad ante los hermanos de que amar al prójimo es amar a Dios a quien sólo vemos a través del hermano.
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OFFERING UPDATE
February 11/12, 2020
Mass Time

5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

Attendance

# of
Envelopes

Sisters of St. Dominic of Amityville

Annual Irish Night—March 7
St. Brigid’s Parish in Westbury

Weekly
Collection

312

136

$2,991.00

235

100

3,110.00

405

155

3,665.00

441

134

3,464.00

170

40

1,095.00
9.25
20.00

16

40.25

Coin
Mail-ins:
Children’s Env.
Faith Direct

It’s never too cold to buy chances!
During the weekend of February 22-23,
the Sisters of St. Dominic of Amityville will be
selling chance books for their annual Irish Night.
The night will be held March 7 in St. Brigid’s
parish in Westbury. The proceeds go directly to
support the care of their “sage” elder sisters. Please
consider supporting these women religious, as you
so generously have in past years. OLPH
parishioners are always supported daily in their
prayers, as the Sisters served for many years here in
this parish. Thank you for your generosity!

MONDAY,
February 17th

2,308.00

TOTAL

1,563

581 $16,702.50

2019 total

1,617

529 $16,922.19

Candles

$954.35

Poor Box

$416.79

2019 OLPH
CONTRIBUTION TAX LETTERS
Tax letters for the 2019 tax year will be
prepared upon request only. Requests can
be made by calling the Rectory: 631-2267725 X 200. The Secretary will take your
name, address & envelope number. The
letters will be sent out only upon request.
Thank you for your cooperation.

All Rectory and Parish Offices will be
CLOSED, and all parish activities except
for Masses will be cancelled, on Monday,
February 17, for the Presidents’ Day
holiday. The Rectory Office will re-open
Tuesday, February 18 at 9:00 a.m.
DEADLINES FOR BULLETIN
All requests for items printed in the bulletin must
first have approval from Msgr. DeGrocco or ministry
moderator. All material must be submitted as a Word
document no later than the dates listed below to Carmel
Becker at cbecker@oloph.org. Editing and sizes are at the
discretion of the editor.

February 23 — passed
March 1—February 21
March 8—February 28

SUPPORT OLPH THROUGH AMAZON.COM
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic
way for you to support OLPH every time
you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop
at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact
same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of
the purchase price to OLPH.
Use our custom link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/11-1797184.
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PREPARING FOR
Sunday, February 23, 2020
SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Jesus said, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,
that you may be children of your heavenly Father.”
Matthew 5:44-45a
Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18
The Book of Leviticus contains some of the most ancient material in the Old
Testament, including numerous commands and rules rooted in the Ten
Commandments. Today, we hear how the Lord commands the Israelites to be
holy as he is holy. In this context, “holy” can be translated as “set apart.” These
early Jews were supposed to be different from the surrounding peoples and
nations because they had a special relationship with God. Specifically, they are
told not to hate their brother or sister nor to take revenge or carry a grudge. But
even more than not hating or acting negatively, they are told to go further and
even love their neighbor as themselves. That’s what it means to be holy and to
act as God does. Jesus will carry this command even further in today’s Gospel
reading.
1 Corinthians 3:16-23
Paul also tells those he writes to, the early Christians in the city of Corinth, that
they are holy because the Spirit of God is inside them. He calls them “temples of
God” for this very reason. Paul goes on to continue his discussion of the past
few weeks about how these early followers of Jesus are to be different from those
who are wise in the ways of the world since “the wisdom of this world is
foolishness in the eyes of God.” Christians must be “set apart” from the
prevailing cultural customs and values. They must strive “to become a fool,”
that is, to follow divine wisdom by knowing and acting according to the holy
Spirit of God given to them in baptism which sets them apart from the world’s
values.
Matthew 5:38-48
We hear again from the Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel reading
today. Jesus, acting still as the true interpreter of the Law of Moses of the Old
Testament, gives his hearers two more examples of fulfilling the law rather than
abolishing it. Both challenge his followers to place no limits on loving other
people. If anyone injures them, they must not retaliate. They must replace the
offense with kindness by offering the other cheek and going the extra
mile. Significantly, Jesus fulfills the command we heard in the first reading from
Leviticus by stating that Christians should not only love their neighbor but also
love their enemy as well. As challenging as these teachings are, Jesus is telling
his followers, then and today, how to be holy: act as God would act.

Readings for the Week

Take time each day to read the daily readings of the Church.
Monday, February 17, 2020:
James 1:1-11 + Mark 8:11-13
Tuesday, February 18, 2020:
James 1:12-18 + Mark 8:14-21
Wednesday, February 19, 2020:
James 1:19-27 + Mark 8:22-26
Thursday, February 20, 2020
James 2:1-9 + Mark 8:27-33

Friday, February 21, 2020
James 2:14-24, 26 + Mark 8:34—9:1
Saturday, February 22, 2020:
1 Peter 5:1-4 + Matthew 16:13-19
Sunday, February 23, 2020:
Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18
+ 1 Corinthians 3:16-23
+ Matthew 5:38-48

Gospel Reflection Questions….
After reading next Sunday’s readings
and Gospel, take some time to pray on
them before you come to Mass. Use the
questions below to aid your reflection.

1. Why would Jesus tell you to
“Love your enemies?” Who lives like
that? Did Jesus show us a new
revolutionary kind of acting when he
showed us how to love our enemies?
How far was he willing to go for
them with his radical self-emptying?
How far was the Father willing to go
for his children?
2. What are the two things that
praying for our enemies does,
according to Pope Francis?
(The pope noted how Jesus offers
many examples to show the
commandments in a new light and
to prove that love is more generous
than the letter of the law. From ‘Do
not kill’ meaning don’t insult or be
angry with your brother …)
“This is not just for the fulfillment of
the law, but it also helps to heal our
hearts. In Jesus’ explanations of the
commandments, especially in St.
Matthew’s Gospel, there is a journey
of healing. Every heart wounded by
sin—as each one of us has—must
undertake this journey of healing in
order to be more like our “heavenly
Father (who) is perfect. …
The power of prayer will do two
things: it will change that person for
the better and it will make us become
more like children of our heavenly
Father.”
June 14, 2016
Mass at Casa Santa Marta
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DIOCESAN AND COMMUNITY NEWS

Parish Outreach Fundraiser—Division 2 Hibernian
Hall, Babylon Sunday, February 23 from 3:00 p.m.—
7:00 p.m. Music by Tommy Poloto and Sweetwater.
$35 pp. Includes open bar, Irish Coffee hour & Buffet
Dinner. (Bring a bag of non-perishable food for inclusion in
a special raffle) Reservations a must. Call Collette
Kavanaugh 631-277-0759 or Pat Collins 631-5878351.
Join us for a Night at the Races. Kellenberg's Alumni
Parents Association (KAPA) invites all to attend
a Night at the Races on Saturday, February 29,
from 5:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 10 video races will be
shown in the Kellenberg Cafeteria (1400 Glenn
Curtiss Blvd, Uniondale, NY). A Sports Dinner
including a caesar salad, carving station along with a
dessert bar and coffee, will be served. Hot dogs will
be served at a convenient time between races. $25 per
person (includes dinner, beer, wine & soda). Please
register online at kellenberg.org/kapa by Monday,
February 24th. No reservations can be taken after this
date
or
at
the
door.
Questions:
MrsMiles@kellenberg.org or (516) 292-0200 ext. 245.
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