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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church  
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Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  

and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means 

òGod is with us.ó  
Matthew 1:23 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 18, 2022  

COME AND PRAYé  
Our church is open each day until 6:30 p.m.,  

except on Thursdays (closed after the 
12:15 p.m. Mass, for cleaning) 

and on holidays (closed after the 12:15 p.m. Mass). 

Come in and spend some time in prayer!  
  

MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday ð Friday:  6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 

Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.  

Saturday Afternoon (Sunday Anticipated): 5:00 p.m.  

Sunday Masses:   
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. (live-streamed), 12:00 p.m. 

Special Needs Mass: 
First Saturday of the month at 4:00 p.m. 

in the auditorium (Sunday Anticipated Mass) 

Holy Days of Obligation:  Consult the bulletin 
 

LITURGY OF THE HOURS  
We pray Evening Prayer communally, in person, 

each Saturday in the church immediately following  
the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  Each Sunday, we pray Morning   
Prayer at 9:15 a.m. and Evening Prayer at 7:00 p.m. 
on the Zoom video platform. Click on the Zoom link 

on the home page of our website. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Every Saturday, 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. 

Also available by individual appointment  
with one of the priests.  

 

 

EXPOSITION OF  

THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Wednesdays: 12:45 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

First Saturdays: 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  
 

 

DEVOTIONS 
OLPH Novena: Mondays following 12:15 p.m. Mass 

Rosary: Weekdays following 6:30 a.m. Mass 
Saturdays and Sundays following 8:00 a.m. Mass 

The Holy Face of Jesus: Tuesdays following  

12:15 p.m. Mass 

First Fridays and First Saturdays:  
As announced in bulletin 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Friday: 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Saturday and Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

PASTORAL STAFF   
Pastor: Reverend Monsignor Joseph DeGrocco 

Parochial Vicars: Reverend Fidelis Ezeani, Reverend Frank Zero, Reverend Emmanuel Okonkwo 

Deacons: Deacon William R. Crosby, Deacon Douglas G. Smith, Deacon Robert A. Becker 

Business Manager: Ms. Jill Marie Delano 

Director of Faith Formation:  Mrs. April Kleinlaut  

Music Director:  Mr. Christopher Reilly 
ññññññññðññññññññññññññññññññññññ-ñ 

Deacon Frank Odin, Retired  
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December 18, 2022  

DOWNLOAD THE OLPH APP 

SUPPORT OLPH THROUGH AMAZON.COM 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic 

way for you to support OLPH every time 

you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop 
at smile.amazon.com, youõll find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as                  
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 

the purchase price to OLPH.  

Use our custom link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/11 -1797184. 

 

 

New number to download  

the Parish App! 

Text to  
 

The old number 88202 is no longer in effect! 
Cards are available on the pew ledges 

as long as supply lasts. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_raas_lsmi_smi
https://esgvch.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/amazon.png
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PASTORõS PAGE 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

    Happy Fourth Sunday of Advent! This year 

we have the longest length of time that Advent 
can be, a full week for the last week, so do your 

best to stay with Advent until the very end      
during this last week before Christmas. There is 

much spiritual wealth to be found in the last 
days of Advent. Our Mass prayers for the Fourth 
Sunday of Advent exemplify this. 

    The Collect (Opening Prayer) we pray at 
Mass is the familiar prayer that concludes the 

Angelus. The prayer connects the Incarnation 

(God becoming man) with the Paschal Mystery 

(the death and resurrection of Christ): the words 
of the prayer lead us from the Annunciation, 
through the Incarnation, to a sharing in the    

Passion and Resurrection. Itõs a stark reminder 
to us that although at different times throughout 

the liturgical year we highlight or emphasize   
particular aspects of the mystery of Christõs life, 

at its core liturgy is always about the Paschal 
Mystery, and it is this mystery that is celebrated 

at every liturgy, regardless of the season or     
occasion. 
    The Prayer over the Offerings at Mass    

invokes the action of the Holy Spirit, asking that 
just as the Spirit filled òwith his power the womb 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary,ó so too may He 
sanctify the gifts we have placed upon the altar. 

The Spirit at work in the Annunciation is the 
same Spirit at work in our liturgy today who 
transforms the bread and wine into the Body and 

Blood of Christ. Come Holy Spirit! 
    In the Prayer after Communion, the 

Church acknowledges the nearness of the        
celebration of the Nativity of the Lord, praying 

that òwe may press forward all the more eagerly 
to the worthy celebration of the mystery.ó 
    Once again, the official prayers of the 

Church found in the Mass give us so much to 
reflect on! òPress forwardó spiritually in these 

last days of Advent! Use on our special Advent 
insert pages in this bulletin to help you with that. 

 
Late Advent and the òO Antiphonsó 

    The Church continues to mark the days of 

late Advent time by praying the òO Antiphons.ó 
Recall that the òO Antiphonsó are the antiphons 

that accompany the Magnificat canticle that is 

prayed as part of Evening Prayer (Vespers) from 
December 17 to December 23. The Roman 

Catholic Church has been singing the òO       
Antiphonsó since at least the eighth century, so 

they have a long history for us! In these           
antiphons we have a magnificent theology that 

uses ancient Biblical imagery, drawn from the 
messianic hopes of the Old Testament, to       
proclaim the coming of Christ as the fulfillment 

not only of Old Testament hopes, but also of 
present ones as well. Notice how the antiphons 

repeatedly use the imperative òCome!ó That 

sums up for us our longing for the Divine         

Messiah. 
    We have listed the òO Antiphonsó for the 
remaining days of Advent in our special bulletin 

insert which I previously mentioned; be sure to 
use these antiphons in your prayer this week. 
Come, Lord Jesus! 

 
Confessions this Monday, December 19! 

    If you have not yet gone to Confession as 
part of your Advent preparation, this Monday 

will be the perfect opportunity! All four priests 

will be available this coming Monday,            

December 19, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., or even 

later, for as long as there are people still on line 
waiting to go to Confession. 
    Nothing will prepare us for Christmas    

better than being relieved of the burden of the 
sins we carry around! Please, please, please 

come and know the joy of Godõs forgiveness in 
your life! 

 
Carol Sing 

    On Tuesday, December 20, at 7:30 p.m. in 

the church, our Music Ministry will lead us in a 
Carol Sing. Focused on congregational singing, 

this gathering will give us the opportunity to   
sing traditional hymns of the Advent and   

Christmas seasons, in addition to presenting 
some relevant Scriptural readings and other   
spiritual reflections. It will be a great evening to 

focus on the true meaning of Christmas, amidst 
all the distractions and secular commotions that 

assail us. I do hope you will make every effort to 
be there. 

    I take this opportunity to thank Chris    
Reilly, our Director of Music, and everyone    

December 18, 2022  
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involved in our Music Ministry, for ministering 
to us in this way and for making this offering of 

their time and talent. 
 

Christmas Pageant 

    The festive week ahead continues with our 

annual Christmas Pageant which will take place 
on Friday, December 23, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
church. This is always such a wonderful          

occasion of joy as the children of the parish 
share with us their faith in performing the    

Christmas story, and as together we sing hymns 
and other songs of the season. It always warms 

my heart to participate in this, and I know the 

same will be true for you. Come to the Pageant 
for a beautiful experience of faith, and to support 

our young people! 
    We must all offer special words of thanks to 

Bridget Jordan from the Religious Education  
Office who leads this Pageant each year, and 

who works very hard on it, and to Mrs. April 
Kleinlaut, our Director of Faith Formation, for 

her support and work on it. Both of you do an 
amazing job with this and we are very grateful! 
 

Christmas Spiritual Bouquet cards 

    This is the last week to be able to join in on 

the Mass intentions for the Masses of Christmas 
by using the Christmas Spiritual Bouquet cards 

which are available throughout the church. 
These cards are a wonderful and meaningful 
way for you to remember your loved ones at 

Christmas and to have them prayed for at our 
Christmas Masses. Return the envelope with 

your donation in the collection basket or bring it 
to the rectory, and keep the card to send your 

Christmas Spiritual Bouquet. 
 
Ministry Directory 

    Each year around Christmas we release    
an updated edition of our parish Ministry              

Directory, a booklet listing all the different     
ministries, societies and organizations in the   

parish, giving a brief description of each one and 
also giving the information as to how anyone 
can become involved. Its purpose is to be a tool 

to increase involvement and engagement in the 
life of the parish. In an effort to use resources in 

the most cost-effective way possible, we will be 
printing only a small number of hard copies, to 

keep on hand in the rectory; the Ministry         

Directory is always available online at our     
website, and everyone is invited to refer to it 

there or download it and print it out from there. 
It is also available on our Parish App, and, of 

course, you are welcome to come in and pick up 
a hard copy from the rectory if you would like to 

have one. So, look for the 2023 Ministry         
Directory coming soon! 
 

Next weekend is Christmas! 

    As you know, Christmas falls on a Sunday 

this year, so our Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day Masses will be Saturday night and Sunday. 

As we continue to emerge from the pandemic, 

although still continuing to feel its lingering    
effects, itõs a little hard to predict what the       

attendance will be like next week. My best guess 
is that it will be heavier than we are currently 

seeing on a normal weekend, but it will not     
return to the level of the pre-pandemic crowdsé

although, we would be happy to have that       
happen! 

    Whatever the numbers are like next     
weekend, I ask everyone to have a cheerful good 
humor and a patient spirit in dealing with the 

inconveniences that arise when we have a      
special weekend and, at least potentially, heavier 

attendance, especially with people who do not 
come to Mass regularly. Remember, we have to 

be glad that the people are coming, and we 
òregularsó must do all we can to create a climate 
of hospitality and welcome. We hope and pray 

that all the folks will come to Mass more         
regularly, and we can say for sure that if they 

receive a rude comment or look from us, chances 
are they will definitely not be back. So, letõs do 

all we can to come to our Christmas Masses with 
good cheer, smiles on our faces, and an attitude 
of welcome and greeting ̍  even if someone 

comes in and sits in òyouró seat! 
 

In conclusioné 

    Together, letõs aim high in Christ. Together, 

letõs bring out the best in each other. Together, 
letõs be the best we can be in Christ. 
    And letõs always remember: LOVE IS A 

GIFT.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

December 18, 2022  
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Lighting Your Advent Wreath During the Week  
 

Each day during the fourth week of Advent, at the evening meal, all four candles are lighted. The   

following prayers accompany the lighting of the candles. 

All make the sign of the cross: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Someone at table reads the Scripture assigned to the liturgy of the day (one or both of the readings may be used). 
See the list of daily readings printed elsewhere in this bulletin. Then the Leader continues: 

Leader: Lift up your hearts.  

All respond: We lift them up to the Lord.  

The Leader prays: God, the Father of mercies, you willed your Son to take flesh, in order to give life 

back to us. Bless these your gifts with which we are about to nourish our bodies, so that, receiving 

new strength, we may wait in watchfulness for the glorious coming of Christ. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 **********  

After the meal, the Leader says: Let us live soberly, justly, and devoutly in this world as we wait in 

joyful hope for the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

All respond:  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.  
 

Thoughts to Ponder during Advent.... 
The weekdays from December 17 up to and including December 24 are ordered in a more direct way to preparing 
for the Nativity of the Lord. 

 ñ Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year and the Calendar 

**********  
Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts, that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your 
Son was made known by the message of an Angel, may by his Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of his 
Resurrection. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

  ñ Collect of the Mass for the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

O Antiphons... 
Advent is the season of hope and longing.  Jesus is the One who fulfills our hopes and satisfies the longings of our 
hearts. As our hopes and longings intensify, even the prayer of the Church takes on a special sense of urgency. 

Throughout the world, Christians invoke Jesusõ coming by praying the òO Antiphons.ó These short but powerful 

petitions use the ancient Messianic titles to describe who Jesus truly is and what He will do for His people. 

On December 18 pray: òO sacred Lord of ancient Israel, who showed yourself to Moses in the burning bush, 

who gave him the holy law on Sinai mountain: come, stretch out your mighty hand to set us free.ó 

On December 19 pray: òO Flower of Jesseõs stem, you have been raised up as a sign for all peoples; kings 

stand silent in your presence; the nations bow down in worship before you. Come, let nothing keep you from 

coming to our aid.ó 

On December 20 pray: òO Key of David, O royal Power of Israel controlling at your will the gate of heaven: 

come, break down the prison walls of death for those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death; and 

lead your captive people into freedom.ó 

On December 21 pray: òO Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: come, shine on those who 

dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.ó 

On December 22 pray: òO King of all the nations, the only joy of every human heart; O Keystone of the 

mighty arch of man, come and save the creature you fashioned from the dust.ó 

On December 23 pray: òO Emmanuel, king and lawgiver, desire of the nations, Savior of all people, come and 

set us free, Lord our God.ó 

On December 24 pray: òToday you will know the Lord is coming, and in the morning you will see his glory.ó 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 18, 2022  
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Blessing of a Christmas Tree 
All make the sign of the cross to begin, and then the Leader continues with this greeting: 

Leader: Let us glorify Christ our light, who brings salvation and peace into our midst, now and       

forever. 

All respond: Amen. 

Leader: My brothers and sisters, amidst signs and wonders Christ Jesus was born in Bethlehem of   

Judea: his birth brings joy to our hearts and enlightenment to our minds. With this tree, decorated 

and adorned, may we welcome Christ among us; may its lights guide us to the perfect light. 

Then someone proclaims the reading: 

Reader: Listen to the words of the letter of St. Paul to Titus: But when the kindness and generous 

love of God our savior appeared, not because of any righteous deeds we had done but because of his 

mercy, he saved us through the bath of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he richly 

poured out on us through Jesus Christ our savior, so that we might be justified by his grace and      

become heirs in hope of eternal life. The word of the Lord.  

All respond: Thanks be to God. 

Leader: Let us ask God to send his blessing upon us and upon this sign of our faith in the Lord. Our 

response will be: Lord, give light to our hearts.  

That this tree of lights may remind us of the tree of glory on which Christ accomplished our            

salvation, let us pray to the Lord. R/.  

That the joy of Christmas may always be in our home, let us pray to the Lord. R/.  

That the peace of Christ may dwell in our hearts and in the world, let us pray to the Lord. R/  

Then the Leader continues: Lord our God, we praise you for the light of creation:  the sun, the moon, 

and the stars of the night. We praise you for the light of Israel: the Law, the prophets, and the      

wisdom of the Scriptures. We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: he is Emmanuel, God-with -us, 

the Prince of Peace, who fills us with the wonder of your love. Lord God, let your blessing come    

upon us as we illumine this tree. May the light and cheer it gives be a sign of the joy that fills our 

hearts. May all who delight in this tree come to the knowledge and joy of salvation. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

The lights of the tree are now illuminated. Then the Leader concludes: 

Leader: May the God of glory fill our hearts with peace and joy, now and forever.  

All respond: Amen. 
 

The blessing concludes with a verse from O Come, O Come, Emmanuel: 

O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by thine advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

And deathõs dark shadow put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel.   

 

 

 

 

December 18, 2022  
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Blessing of a Manger/Nativity Scene 
 

The manger scene is blessed each year on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. All make the sign of the cross 

and the Leader begins:  Our help is in the name of the Lord.  
 

All respond: Who made heaven and earth. 
 

Then someone proclaims the reading: 

Reader: Listen to the words of the holy gospel according to Luke:  In those days a decree 

went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be enrolled. This was the first          

enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria.  So all went to be enrolled, each to his 

own town. And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea, to 

the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of     

David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While they were 

there, the time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She 

wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room 

for them in the inn. Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and    

keeping the night watch over their flock. The Gospel of the Lord.  
 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Leader: God of every nation and people, from the very beginning of creation you have made 

manifest your love: when our need for a Savior was great you sent your Son to be born of 

the Virgin Mary. To our lives he brings joy and peace, justice, mercy and love. Lord, bless 

all who look upon this manger; may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, and raise 

our thoughts to him, who is God -with -us and Savior of all, and who lives and reigns for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

Christmas songs and carols may be sung, for example, It Came Upon the Midnight Clear.   
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The Music Ministry of OLPH  

prepares for the coming of the Lord! 
 
 

Carol Sing  
Tuesday,  

December 20th  
 at 7:30 p.m.  

in the church  
                                  
 
 

In recent years, we have celebrated an Advent Lessons and Carols     

service early in Advent to set a tone for the season in preparation, 

looking toward Christmas.   

 

This year, the Adult and Youth Choirs, Schola, and Instrumentalists 

are preparing a Carol Sing on Tuesday, December 20th at 7:30 p.m.   

Though there are still some readings and choral music, the Carol Sing 

is a brief program focused more on the assemblyõs singing of Carols, 

both Advent and Christmas, as we take a focus toward the end of  the 

Advent season and the immediate coming of  Christmas in the        

following days.   

 

Please join us by taking a break from the hustle and bustle of  the 

tasks that we all associate with our own preparations for Christmas ð 

bring the family, a friend, a neighbor, or maybe someone who may 

not have stepped into a church in a while ð to celebrate the coming of  

our Savior at our Carol Sing. We hope to see and hear you there!  

THIS TUESDAY! 



Page 9 

 

December 18, 2022  

 

 

Monday, December 19: 

 7:00ñ8:30 p.m. 

  

Christmas Eve  

Saturday, December 24 
4:00 p.m.,  

(Carols begin at 3:40 p.m.)  

12:00 Midnight  
(Carols begin at 11:40 p.m.)  

 

 

 

Christmas Day  

Sunday, December 25 
8:00 a.m.,  

10:00 a.m. (live-streamed)  

and 12:00 Noon  
 

CONFESSIONS DURING ADVENT 

CHRISTMAS MASSES AT OLPH 

Solemnity of Mary,  

 the Holy Mother of God  
(Holy Day) 

Mass Schedule: 

Eve of the Solemnity,  

Saturday, December 31, 2022:  

5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, January 1, 2023:  

8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. (live-streamed) 

and 12:00 Noon  

JANUARY 1ñSOLEMNITY OF MARY,  THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
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CHILDRENõS LITURGY OF THE WORD 

NEXT SUNDAY A CHILDRENõS HOMILY WILL BE ON OUR 

YOUTUBE CHANNEL -  OLPH CHURCH LINDENHURST.  

LISTEN TO THE READINGS AND A REFLECTION ON THE 

GOSPEL! 

December 18, 2022  

REMINDER: CHILDRENõS BULLETINS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE  

10:00 a.m. MASS EACH WEEK  

  Remember that we have Childrenõs Bulletins available at the end of the 10:00 a.m. 

Mass each week! These special   Childrenõs Bulletins are handed out at the end of the 

10:00 a.m. Mass, or you can ask one of the Ushers for one. There are two bulletins for 
children, corresponding to two different age groups: one bulletin is for younger         

children, aged 3-6, and the other is for older children, aged 7-12. The idea is to take the 

bulletin home to reinforce the message of the Gospel. Ideally, after the child completes 
the bulletin, the family can talk about it together, as a way of bringing home the Gospel 

message and connecting our liturgical celebration in church with your familyõs faith life 

at home. 

NEW SUNDAYõS WORD BOOKS AVAILABLE 
 The new Sundayõs Word books for the new liturgical year (Cycle A) which 

started the First Sunday of Advent, November 27, are now available at the 

rectory for purchase, for $5.00. 

Join in the Mass intentions for the Masses of Christmas by using the Christmas Spiritual Bouquet cards 
which are now available throughout the church. These cards are a wonderful and meaningful way for 

you to remember your loved ones at Christmas and to have them prayed for at our Christmas Masses. 
Return the envelope with your donation in the collection basket or bring it to the rectory, and keep the 

card to send your Christmas Spiritual Bouquet. 

CHRISTMAS SPIRITUAL BOUQUET CARDS STILL AVAILABLE 
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

Novena  
to Our Lady of  
Perpetual Help  

 

Each Monday, parishioners 

pray to seek the help and     

assistance of the Lord for   

healing, family, children and 

the needs of the world,     

seeking the intercession of the Blessed    

Mother. Take some time each Monday to join 

in the OLPH  Novena.  
 

Mondays at 12:45 p.m. 

BRINGING 

FORWARD 

THE OFFERINGS OF 

BREAD AND WINE 
      If the announced intention 
at Mass is for your intention, 

or if you have memorialized 
the bread and wine, and you would like to carry 
those offerings forward at the Presentation of the 

Gifts during Mass, please be sure to let the ushers 
know this before the Mass begins. They will be 

happy to have you do this. If no one steps forward 
to specifically request this, then they will select 

people from the assembly.  

,Ōřň-3ŗŕňńŐ -ńŖŖ 
We live-stream the 10:00 a.m. Sunday Mass each week. 

 

You can join us virtually using one of the following: 
¶The link at the top of the OLPH website: 

        www.olphlindenhurst.com  

¶OLPH YouTube Channel:  
              OLPH Church Lindenhurst 

*ŒŌő ŒŘŕ ,Ōřň-3ŗŕňńŐ 4ňńŐ 
 

 

We need new members to join our Live-Stream Team either for 

weekdays or weekends. If you are tech savvy, interested in 
broadcasting techniques and are willing to help record our liturgies, 

please contact Fr. Frank Zero at the rectory office at (631) 226-

7725 or email fzero@oloph.org.  

REMINDER REGARDING THE COMMUNION FAST 
 

Please remember that we are supposed to observe a Communion Fast before receiving 
Holy Communion. This means we do not eat any foods or drink any liquids for one 

hour  before receiving Holy Communion, the only exception being water or medicine. 

This also means that we are not to chew gum during Mass, and certainly not while we 
are coming forward to receive Holy Communion. Letõs be sure we are appropriately 

prepared to receive Holy Communion by observing this important rule of the Church. 

December 18, 2022  
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APOSTOLIC LETTER OF POPE FRANCIS 
   On June 29, 2022, the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Pope Francis released his Apostolic Letter       

Desiderio Desideravi, On the Liturgical Formation of the People of God. It is an exquisite summary of         

liturgical theology and a call for serious and vital liturgical formation for all Catholics. In this letter, the Holy    

Father addresses the nature of sacramental encounter, of symbols and symbolic language, of the art of celebration, 

and the need to engage all the baptized in the fruitful celebration of the Paschal Mystery. 

   Each week we are presenting a small selection of the letter for your reading and reflection and this will       

continue until the entire text has been presented. The full text can be found on the Vatican website at 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/20220629-lettera-ap-desiderio-desideravi.html 
 

   

  44. Guardini writes, òHere there is outlined the first task of the work of liturgical formation: man 

must become once again capable of symbols.ó This is a responsibility for all, for ordained ministers 

and the faithful alike. The task is not easy because modern man has become illiterate, no longer able 
to read symbols; it is almost as if their existence is not even suspected. This happens also with the 

symbol of our body. Our body is a symbol because it is an intimate union of soul and body; it is the 
visibility of the spiritual soul in the corporeal order; and in this consists human uniqueness, the     
specificity of the person irreducible to any other form of living being. Our openness to the             

transcendent, to God, is constitutive of us. Not to recognize this leads us inevitably not only to a not 
knowing of God but also to not knowing ourselves. It is enough to look at the paradoxical way in 

which the body is treated, in one moment cared for in an almost obsessive way, inspired by the myth 
of eternal youth, and in another moment reducing the body to a materiality to which there is denied 

every dignity. The fact is that value cannot be given to the body starting only from the body itself. 
Every symbol is at the same time both powerful and fragile. If it is not respected, if it is not treated for 
what it is, it shatters, loses its force, becomes insignificant. 

 
  We no longer have the gaze of St. Francis, who looked at the sun ñ which he called brother      

because so he felt it to be ñ and saw it beautiful and radiant with great splendor, and, full of wonder, he 

sang that it bears a likeness of You, Most High One. To have lost the capacity to grasp the symbolic value 

of the body and of every creature renders the symbolic language of the Liturgy almost inaccessible to 
the modern mentality. And yet there can be no question of renouncing such language. It cannot be 
renounced because it is how the Holy Trinity chose to reach us through the flesh of the Word. It is 

rather a question of recovering the capacity to use and understand the symbols of the Liturgy. We 
must not lose hope because this dimension in us, as I have just said, is constitutive; and despite the 

evils of materialism and spiritualism ñ both of them negations of the unity of soul and body ñ it is 
always ready to re-emerge, as is every truth. 

 

  45. So, the question I want to pose is how can we become once again capable of symbols? How 

can we again know how to read them and be able to live them? We know well that the celebration of 

the sacraments, by the grace of God, is efficacious in itself (ex opere operato), but this does not          

guarantee the full engagement of people without an adequate way of their placing themselves in      

relation to the language of the celebration. A symbolic òreadingó is not a mental knowledge, not the     
acquisition of concepts, but rather a living experience. 

POPE FRANCIS ON LITURGICAL FORMATION  

December 18, 2022  

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/20220629-lettera-ap-desiderio-desideravi.html
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 Memorialize your loved ones or your 
prayer intention in our 

ñLet the Children Come to Meò  
  Prayer Garden! 

     The memorializations do not have to be only for  children, though; the prayer 
garden is for all prayers,  intentions and memorializations for loved ones of any age. 
         Especially in these times when we have all lost loved ones due to Covid, 

this can be a powerful way to help bring healing and closure. 
Or, you can offer a prayer intention. 

If you would like to add a heart or a cross to your brick, it will be engraved on the left hand side. 

 Memorialize your loved ones or your 
prayer intention in our 

ñLet the Children Come to Meò  
  Prayer Garden! 

The memorializations do not have to be only for  children, though; the prayer garden is  
 for all prayers, intentions and memorializations for loved ones of any age. 
Especially in these times when we have all lost loved ones due to Covid, 

this can be a powerful way to help bring healing and closure. 
Or, you can offer a prayer intention. 

December 18, 2022  
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OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION  
 

Located in the Rectory 

Phone # 631.226.7725 x. 253 

Email: religioused@oloph.org 

Director: Mrs. April Kleinlaut  

(akleinlaut@oloph.org)  

 

OFFICE OF FAITH FORM ATION  

OFFICE HOURS:  
 

Monday: 9:00 a.m. ð5:00 p.m. 

Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 12:00 p.m. -8:00 p.m. 

Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Friday: CLOSED  

Saturday: By Appointment  

December 18, 2022  

Happy Saint of  the Day!  
We recognize The Most Holy    

Trinity today! There is one God, 

and there are three Persons in one 

God. There is God the Father, God 

the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

God the Father loved the whole 

world so much that he gave His only 

Son to us as our Messiah. God the 

Son is Jesus Christ, our Messiah, 

who humbled Himself and became 

man in order to save us from death. 

He was crucified, died, was buried, 

and rose on the third day. After he       

ascended into Heaven, He sent God 

the Holy Spirit to guide us through 

life and be with us always.  

LEVELS 1-5 and SPECIAL ED 

There is no class on  

Saturday, December 24,   

due to your Christmas break. Be sure to go 

to Mass on Christmas to celebrate the birth 

of Christ!  Have a Merry Christmas 

 and spend the time with your family!  

LEVELS 6-8 

 There is no class on  

Wednesday, December 21, 

 due to your Christmas break. Be sure to go 

to Mass on Christmas to celebrate the birth 

of Christ! Take the time to complete your 

Confirmation Workbook projects and Mass 

Reflections. Have a Merry Christmas  

and spend the time with your family!  



Page 15 

 

December 18, 2022  

Religious Education and Music Ministry  
Cordially invites you to our 

 

 

 

Friday,  

December 23, 2022 
at 7:00 p.m. in the church 

 

Help to òKeep Christ in Christmasó!  
Come see the story of Jesusõ birth brought to life by children of all ages 

 at this wonderful parish event!  

Bring your friends and family to celebrate in some real Christmas cheer 

 and grab a Christmas goodie on your way out! 

 

 
 

Pageant Practices: 

Tuesday, December 20: 4:30ñ6:00 p.m. in the church 

Wednesday, December 21: 4:30ñ6:00 p.m. in the church 

Dress Rehearsal: Thursday, December 22: 5:00ñ7:00 p.m. in the church 

COME THIS FRIDAY! 
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul      
Located in the òNewó School Building 

Use Parking Lot located on corner of 

Gates & High Streets 

 631.226.7725 x. 234  
The office is open:   

Monday, Wednesday and Friday  

 9:00 a.m.ñ12 Noon 
 

    In todayõs Gospel, we hear that Jesus will be 
named Emmanuel, which means òGod is with us.ó 

The mystery of the birth of Jesus is supremely a       

mystery of love. May each Christmas find us more and 

more like him: more humble, more holy, more happy 

and more full of God. 

    Your gifts to the Society of St. Vincent de   P a u l 

helped those who are poor and suffering to find     

Emmanuel and they also came to know that òGod is 

with us.ó 

NEW Food Pantry List!  

 

RICE 

SHELF STABLE MILK 

BAKED BEANS 

TUNA 

CANNED CHICKEN 

MEAL SOUPS 

PASTA 

PASTA SAUCE 

INSTANT POTATOES 

TOILET PAPER 

Thank you  

for your continued generosity. 

Cut out this list  

and bring it with you  

when you go shopping! 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Y Bereavement Ministry: Linda Arpino ñ631-592-1062ñforubabe77@gmail.com 

Y Blue Door Thrift Boutique: Tricia Buckley ñ631-561-5790ñthebluedoor@oloph.org 

Y Catholics for the Freedom of Religion:  Kathy Feldmanñ631-225-9864ñ cdefeldman@optonline.net   

Y Homeless Ministry: Regina Muir ñ631-226-2709ñrmuir11@aol.com 

Y Hospital Visitors: Peter OõNeillñ631-226-6340ñoneillp@optonline.net  

Y Middle Ages: Gail Tonnessenñ631-957-1449ñgtonness@optonline.net 

Y Nursing Ministry: Regina Muir ñ631-226-2709ñrmuir11@aol.com 

Y Respect Life Committee: Louise Perrottañ631-412-3831ñlouiseperrotta123@gmail.com  

Y St. Vincent de Paul Society: Bill Stysiackñ631-226-7725 x  234 

Y Special Needs Ministry: Jessica Becker Paoloñ631-226-6175ñjbecker@oloph.org 

December 18, 2022  

THE SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

À AN  EXPANSION  OF OUR  MEMORIAL  CARD  PROGRAM  
 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul  has expanded our Memorial Card program.  In 

addition to updated Living Memorial cards, we offer Special Occasion cards.  These 

are a great way to commemorate a special occasion (birthday, anniversary, get 

well, thank you, holiday, etc.) while supporting SVDPõs efforts to provide not just 
food, but also financial, material and spiritual aid to our neighbors. 

 

Memorial/Special Occasion card envelopes are available in the SVDP Food Pantry     

(M-W-F, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon and 1st & 3rd Saturdays, 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.) or at 

the Rectory. The Memorial or Special Occasion Card acknowledging your        
donation will be sent to the person/family indicated on the form.  
 

Please contact the SVDP Office at 631-226-7725 X 234 for more information. 

mailto:cdefeldman@optonline.net
mailto:louiseperrotta123@gmail.com
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From Catholics for Freedom of Religion  
www.cffor.org 

  

òChristmas is built upon a beautiful and intentional paradox: that the birth of the 
homeless should be celebrated in every home.ó 

ˈG.K. Chesterton 

  

Keeping Christ in Christmas at 40 State Capitol Buildings  
 

   The Christmas season, which celebrates the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ, has been fast       

changing from a religious holy day to a secular holiday. One effort to combat this goal of a secular, 

indifferent and often atheist society is from the American Nativity Scene project and their mission to 

give away free, large nativity scenes for public display on public property with a particular aim to put 

nativities in front of all 50 State Capitol buildings. This Christmas, 40 State Capitols have now     

erected Nativity Scenes and are proof that the religious, and many non-religious alike, value the true 

reason and joy of the season that celebrates the humble birth of the Christ Child, the King of Kings. 

In fact, a 2022 poll by the Washington Times "showed an overwhelming majority of 72% of the      

citizens agreed that religious scenes displayed on public property by private individuals should be   

allowed as our Constitution allows."(1)  

 

   The Thomas More Society and the American Nativity Scene are helping groups of private citizens 

across the nation to display Biblical manger scenes on government property. "Many erroneously      

assume that government entities are prohibited from allowing a religious display," said Thomas Olp, 

Senior Counsel at the Thomas More Society. "The law is clear: Government entities may erect and 

maintain celebrations of the Christmas holiday, including nativity scenes, as long as a creche's sole 

purpose is not to promote its religious content, and it is placed in context with other  symbols of the 

season...We pray that the nativity scenes of the Christmas season will help to foster a sense of unity 

and peace on earth."(2) 

 

   This year Juneau, Alaskaõs State Capitol, will display a Nativity scene for the first time. "The true 

joy of Christmas is a newborn baby lying in a manger and wrapped in swaddling clothes," said       

Andrew Klausner, coordinator of the Juneau State Capitol Nativity.(3) With this addition of Alaska, 

now 40 State Capitols have Nativities. The states that have, as of yet, not erected a nativity scene 

from the American Nativity Scene project are Alabama, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Nevada, 

New York, Oregon, Tennessee, Utah, and Virginia.(4) 

 

 òAwake mankind! For your sake God has become man.ó      ˈSt. Augustine 

  

(americannativityscene.com, (1)(4); thomasmoresociety.org, 12/15/21(2); thomasmoresociety.org, 12/1/22(3);     

returntoorder.org; juneauempire.com, 12/1/22; drik.news, 12/1/22) 

CATHOLICS FOR FREEDOM OF RELIGION 

December 18, 2022  

http://www.cffor.org
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SERVING AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER 
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  AND CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parish Phone: (631) 226-7725  Parish Fax: (631) 225-9597 
Directory of Phone Extensions 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Baptism ceremonies are held on the second and fourth Sundays of the month. 
Parents wishing to have a child baptized must attend a baptism preparation    
session before the baptism; these sessions are held on the first and third      
Thursdays of the month excluding holidays. Contact the Parish Office to begin 
the process of having your child baptized. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK & ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as well as those in danger of death, 
should receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please call the Parish 
Office and ask for one of our priests. 
 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have been baptized in another Christian 
faith and wish to become Catholic, or who have been baptized Catholic and 
wish to be confirmed and receive Holy Communion, are invited to join the    
process of the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults. Please contact Jeffrey 
Gaab at (631) 965-0076 or e-mail at jsg375@gmail.com to begin the process. 
 

ADULT CONFIRMATION 

Adults who have been baptized Catholic and who have received Holy          
Communion but who still need the Sacrament of Confirmation should enroll in 
our Adult Confirmation Classes. Please contact Deacon Robert Becker at       
631-226-6175 or e-mail to DeaconRobert@oloph.org.  

 

THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Please contact the Parish Office at least SIX MONTHS before the desired date 
of your wedding.   

Name Ext Email  

Carmel Becker, Bulletin 246 cbecker@oloph.org 

Carole Carrano, Parish Secretary 212 ccarrano@oloph.org 

Linda Coppola, Business Office Assistant 214 lcoppola@oloph.org 

Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco, Pastor 206 msgrjoe@oloph.org 

Jill Marie Delano, Business Manager 204 jdelano@oloph.org 

Fr. Fidelis Ezeani, Associate Pastor 226 fadaprince4christ@yahoo.com 

Faith Formation Office 253 religioused@oloph.org 

April Kleinlaut, Director of Faith Formation 257 akleinlaut@oloph.org 

Fr. Emmanuel Okonkwo, Associate Pastor 223 emmaokons@yahoo.com 

Rectory Reception Desk 200  

Christopher Reilly, Director of Music 210 creilly@oloph.org 

St. Vincent de Paul 234 stvincentdepaul@oloph.org 

Josephine Vagelatos,  

Administrative Assistant to the Pastor 

206 

 

jvagelatos@oloph.org 

Fr. Frank Zero, Associate Pastor 203 fzero@oloph.org 

YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Eileen Corticchia 
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 

Jeffrey Gaab 
Gregory Guido 
Sonia Hansen 
Joselyn Kalt 
Mary Leon 

Rachelle Louis-Jacques 
Carlton Mitchell  

James Totino 
 

Please feel free to speak to any 
member of the Pastoral Council 

with any questions you might have. 
 
 

YOUR PARISH TRUSTEES 

Bill Bendernagel 
Gerry Chille 

 

YOUR PARISH  

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

David Barrett 
Bill Bendernagel  

Gerry Chille (Chair) 
Meg Danaher, CFP®, CLU®  

Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 
Jill Marie Delano 

Marie Gagneron 
Kenneth Hale 
Bob Meade 
Bob Mehm  

John Reynolds 
Kevin Sabella, Sr.  

Please feel free to speak to any 
member of the Finance Committee 
with any questions you might have. 

 
 

YOUR PARISH  

LITURGY COMMITTEE 

Fauvette Auguste  
Deacon Robert Becker 

Mark Costantino 
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco 

Kenneth Hale 
Jenine Jimenez-Spina  

Denise Martinez  
Barbara McPhail 

Chris Reilly 
Deacon Doug Smith 

Mike Williams  
Fr. Frank Zero  

 

Please feel free to speak to any 
member of the Liturgy Committee 

with any questions you might have. 

December 18, 2022  

mailto:DeaconRobert@oloph.org,
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PRAYING FOR AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER 

WE BELIEVE 
We pray for the sick of our parishé 

If a family member or close friend is ill, please let 
us know so our community can pray for them. 

Please call the Parish Office to have the name of 

the person added to the list. Please make sure the 

person is aware the request has been made and 

that they are agreeable with their name printed 

in the bulletin. The name will remain on the list 

for four weeks and will be announced at Mass 

the first week only. You donõt need to make the 

request again until after the name is removed 
from the list. 

WE CELEBRATE 

God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has 

freed you from sin, given you a new birth by 
water and the Holy Spirit, and welcomed you 

into his holy people.   

  -Rite of Baptism  

Bruno Bastidas 

Aaliyah Grace Edward 

Michael Frank Schauer III 

 

We welcome the newest members of the 

Catholic community here at OLPH!  

WE REMEMBER 
We remember those who have died in our parish. 

 

 

Ann Sharrocks  

Giovanni DõAmore  

William A. Young Jr.  

 
 

òO God, who through the ending of present things open 
up the beginning of things to come, grant, we pray, that 
the soul of your servant may be led to you to attain the 

inheritance of eternal redemption.ó 

TO OUR NEW OLPH  

PARISHIONERS  
 

Eddie Martins, Paola Benavides & Kimberly Martins 

Stephanie Lombardo, Richard Newton & Kelsea 

Elisa Serroen, Michael Mandel & Paige Theroux 

Menandro, Emmie, Myles & Skye Butron 

Jesse, Dilcia, Jack & Eli Viola 

Assimina Kiouressis, Dylan & Charles Sweeney 

Charles Dowling 

Barbara Fernandez 

December 18, 2022  

Cecelia Pastore  

Lois Rydzewski  

Sylvana Picinich  

Rachel Lohr 

Baby George Elefterion 

Ann-Marie Giarratano  

Mary Ann Trigg 

John Jordan 

Linda Arpino  

Bob Mehm 

Jack Mazalatis 

Catherine Fucci  

Gail Tonnessen 

Diane Wilmarth 

Pat Bendernagel  

John Caliendo      

The Bereavement Ministry assists anyone who 

has experienced a loss of a loved one and helps 

the person grow through their grief.  
 

Joining a Support Group, with the help of 
trained facilitators, will help the person     

strengthening their faith in themselves and God. 
 

 

Please contact Linda Arpino 631-592-1062 or        
Forubabe77@aol.com for information. 
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Monday, December 19, 2022 

9:00 a.m. St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry Room 24 

10:00 a.m. Blue Door Boutique Room 12 

12:45 p.m. Devotions Church 

4:30 p.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal Church 

7:00 p.m. Confessions Church 

7:15 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal Church 

Tuesday, December 20, 2022 

4:30 p.m. Christmas Pageant Rehearsal Church 

6:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Cafeteria 

Wednesday, December 21, 2022 

9:00 a.m. St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry Room 24 

10:00 a.m. Blue Door Boutique Room 12 

12:45 p.m. Exposition Church 

2:30 p.m. Legion of Mary (631-412-3831) Off Campus 

4:30 p.m. Christmas Pageant Rehearsal Church 

Thursday, December 22, 2022 

1:00 p.m.-on Church closed for cleaning Church 

5:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant Rehearsal Church 

7:00 p.m. Spanish Prayer Group Cafeteria 

7:15 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal Church 

Friday, December 23, 2022 

9:00 a.m. St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry Room 24 

10:00 a.m. Blue Door Boutique Room 12 

7:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant Church  

Saturday, December 24, 2022 

12:30 p.m. CYO Basketball  Auditorium  

6:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Cafeteria 

Sunday, December 25, 2022 

Monday, December 26, 2022 

ALL RECTORY AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICES 

ARE CLOSED AND, EXCEPT FOR MASSES, ALL 

ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED FOR BOTH SUNDAY AND 

MONDAY.  OFFICE HOURS BEGIN TUESDAY 9:00 A.M. 

PARISH CALENDAR 

Important Diocese of Rockville Centre Information 
Information regarding a new deadline to file proofs of 
claim for victims of sexual abuse who were over 18 or 
older when the  alleged conduct occurred, and the forms 
to use, can be found by clicking on the following link to 
the Dioceseôs bankruptcy website and scrolling down the 
page: https://dm.epiq11.com/drvc 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  

MONDAY, December 19ñ 

Late Advent Weekday 

6:30 Rev. Msgr. Daniel S. Hamilton 

12:15 Paul Santoro 

TUESDAY, December 20ñ 

Late Advent Weekday 

6:30 Maria DelCarmen Quintero 

12:15 Gennie Gigante 

WEDNESDAY, December 21 ñ    

Late Advent Weekday 
(Saint Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church) 

6:30 Anthony Decilia  

12:15 Helene Jirinec 

THURSDAY, December 22ñ 

Late Advent Weekday 

6:30 Cathey Shannon 

12:15 Helen Reid 

FRIDAY, December 23ñ 

Late Advent Weekday 
(Saint John of Kanty, Priest) 

6:30 Pete Coyne 

12:15 Salvatore Mascio & Filomena DõAltorio 

SATURDAY, December 24ñ   

Late Advent Weekday 

8:00  Rev. Msgr. Daniel S. Hamilton 

Saturday Afternoon (Sunday Anticipated): 
 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD  
(Christmas) 

8:00 Rev. Msgr. Daniel S. Hamilton 

4:00 For the People of the Parish 

Mid -
night 

Sean Williams 

Sunday, December 25ñ  
 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD  

(Christmas) 

8:00 Christmas Spiritual Bouquet 

10:00 Christmas Spiritual Bouquet 

12:00 Christmas Spiritual Bouquet 

December 18, 2022  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fdm.epiq11.com%2Fdrvc__%3B!!Dahw-A9d0CA!jA7TyEtnWpiS6JOO6ODlXLOHzLzxmMJU0jLiR1x0iaz9QWT90Qorl0mGh3XIwKFl%24&data=04%7C01%7Cmduffy%40drvc.org%7C611c94652319448f
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EL MINISTERIO HISPANO 
EL MINISTERIO HISPANO DE NUESTRA SE¤ORA DEL PERPETUO SOCORRO, 

El grupo de oraci·n òJes¼s es el camino la verdad y la vidaó le invita a alabar y glorificar al PADRE, al HIJO, y al ESPIRI-

TU SANTO, todos los jueves de 7:00 p.m.  en adelante en un ambiente familiar. Comenzando con el Santo Rosario. Le ofre-

cemos el cuidado de los niños, también les ensenamos la doctrina de la iglesia. 

Todos los martes llevamos el Santo Rosario a los hogares para orar en familia. Familias interesadas favor llamar a Virginia 

Constantino al (631) 957-1149. 

Para información sobre los sacramentos de El bautizo, Matrimonio y servicios pastorales, tales como llevarle la Eucaristía los 

enfermos, la última unción de los enfermos. 

Las charlas de bautizo se llevan a cabo cada segundo y cuarto domingo del mes, los padres interesados en bautizar a sus  hijos 

deben atender a una serie de charlas. Estas charlas son cada primer y tercer lunes del mes 

Para más información llamar a la rectoría (631) 226-7725.  En español a Alejandro Campos teléfono (631) 671-9257 correo 

electrónico saitjoseph98@gmail.com. 
 

Reflexiones de las lecturas del Cuarto Domingo de Adviento del 2022  

Domingo 18 de Diciembre del 2022 

A todos ustedes, amados y llamados por Dios  
a ser santos y consagrados, 
la gracia y la paz de parte de Dios nuestro Padre 
y de Jesucristo el Señor. (Rom.1,7) 
 

Primera Lectura (Isaías  7,10-14): Su nombre, Dios-con-Nosotros 
En una emergencia nacional, Dios ofrece un signo de que salvará a su pueblo: Una joven dará a luz un hijo cuyo 
nombre, Emanuel, significa òDios-está-con-nosotrosó. Se ofrece el nacimiento de un ni¶o como signo de esperan-
za. 
 

Segunda Lectura (Romanos 1,1-7): Jesús, Hijo de Dios y Descendiente de David 

Pablo profesa su fe en Cristo Jesús. Jesús es el Salvador anunciado por los profetas; es hombre, ya que es descen-
diente de David; y es Hijo de Dios y Señor nuestro resucitado, a quien pertenecemos. 
 

Evangelio (Mateo 1,18-24): Jesús Es Nuestro Dios-con-nosotros 
Mateo presenta al hijo que nacer§ de Mar²a como el prometido òEmanuel ð Dios-con-nosotrosó-, porque es hijo 
de David por medio de José, su padre adoptivo, y nacido de la Virgen Madre María por obra del Espíritu Santo. 
 

Mateo 1,20-21: La aclaración del ángel y los dos nombres del hijo de María: Jesús y Emmanuel. 

òEl §ngel del Se¶oró ayuda a descubrir la dimensi·n m§s profunda de la vida y de los sucesos. Ayuda a hacer la 
radiografía de los acontecimientos y a percibir la llamada de Dios, que a ojos desnudos, no se percibe. El ángel 
hace entender a José que la preñez de María es fruto de la acción del Espíritu Santo. Dios mismo, el día de la crea-
ción, aleteaba sobre las aguas y llenaba de fuerza la palabra creadora de Dios (Génesis 1,2). En María acontece la 
nueva creación. Es el principio del nuevo cielo y de la nueva tierra, anunciados por Isaías (Isaias65, 17). El hijo de 

María recibe dos nombres: Jesús y Emmanuel. Jesús significa òYahv® salvaó. La salvaci·n no viene por las cosas 

que nosotros hacemos por Dios, sino por las que Dios hace por nosotros. Emmanuel significa òDios con noso-
trosó. En la salida de Egipto, en el £xodo, Dios baja junto al pueblo oprimido (£xodos 3,8) y dice a Mois®s: òYo 
estar® contigoó (£xodos 3,12) y desde aquel momento y despu®s no abandona m§s a su pueblo. Los dos nombres, 

Jesús y Emmanuel, cumplen y superan la esperanza del pueblo. 
 
 
. d 

December 18, 2022  
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DEADLINES FOR  

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 All requests for items printed in the bulletin must 

first have approval from Msgr. DeGrocco or the     
ministry moderator. All material must be submitted as a 

Word document to Carmel Becker at  

cbecker@oloph.org no later than the dates listed      
below.  Editing and sizes are at the discretion of the editor. 

December 25ñ deadline passed 
January 1ñ December 21 deadline 

January 8ñ December 30 deadline 

Mass Time  Attendance  # of  

Envelopes  

Weekly  

Collection  

5:00 p.m. 202 78 $1,836.00 
8:00 a.m. 190 80 2,709.00 
10:00 a.m.  280 70 2,952.00 
12:00 a.m.  310 107 3,985.00 

Total coin:    7.68 
Faith  Direct    3,453.50 
Childrenõs Env.  19 69.00 

Mail -ins:    2,245.00 

TOTAL 982 354 $17,257.18 
2021 1,052 388 $16,372.44 

Candles    $798.75 

Poor Box    $233.82 
Immaculate 

Conception  
  $4000.75 

OFFERING UPDATE  

December 10/11  

December 18, 2022  

SUPER 72 RAFFLE 
december  2022 winners  

 $1000 -  Jeanmarie McElroy  

 $250  -    Frank & Nancy Pellegrino  

 $100  -    Joseph & Patricia Cancillieri  

 $100  -   Diane Janovsky  

 $100  -    Laura Janczewski  

 $100  -    Emily Kavanagh  

Special $250 Christmas Drawing:  

Rita Helgans 

UPCOMING OFFICE HOURS  

AND EARLY CLOSING: 
  

Please note our upcoming special office hours: 
 

Å Saturday, December 24, Christmas    

   Eveñ9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Å Sunday, December 25, Christmas     

   DayñCLOSED  

Å Monday, December 26ñCLOSED  

Å Tuesday, December 27ñ9:00 a.m. to   

     9:00 p.m. 

Å Wednesday, December 28ñ9:00  a.m.  

    to 9:00 p.m. 

Å Thursday, December 29ñ9:00 a.m.    

    to 4:00 p.m. (No Evening Hours)  

Å Friday, December 30ñ9:00 a.m. to    

    1:00 p.m. 

Å Saturday, December 31ñ9:00 a.m.   

    to  2:00 p.m. 

Å Sunday, January 1ñCLOSED  

Å Monday, January 2ñCLOSED  

Å Tuesday, January 3ñNormal  

      Weekly Hours Resume 

The Church of St. Patrick, Bay Shore, is in need of a part-time sacristan to work 10-12 hours 

per week.  Responsibilities include opening and closing the church, setting up for daily 
Masses, funerals and weddings. Flexibility in scheduling is important. Interested parties 

should send their resume to Chris Ferraro, cferraro@stpatrickbayshore.org. 

DIOCESAN AND COMMUNITY NEWS 
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Reaˍ˔ngʟ f˛ʞ ˁɯʍ Wɫʮʔ 
Take time each day to read the daily readings of the Church. 

Isaiah 9:1-6 
This prophecy of Isaiah comes from a perilous time in the history of the Jewish people, that just preceding the fall 
of the Kingdom of Israel in 721 B.C. when the powerful nation of Assyria was conquering surrounding territories 
with ruthless and relentless drive. Especially in such threatening times, Judah longed for the leadership and      
protection of a mighty and righteous warrior-king.  But more than this, the ideal king was not only a political and 
military leader, but Godõs representative who ruled like him, establishing right relationships and seeking the good 
of all.  This  reading expresses Judahõs hope that a true son of David, the ideal king of years past, would soon   
appear.  Like God, he would be completely dedicated to the peopleõs welfare, ruling his people wisely and      
bringing peace to the entire kingdom.   
 

Titus 2:11-14 
Paulõs letter to Titus is one of the shortest writings in the New Testament. Paul appointed Titus, a Gentile      
Christian who had accompanied Paul on some of his  missionary journeys, as the person in charge of developing 
the church on the large Mediterranean island of Crete. The letter as a whole deals primarily with how  Christians 
should act. Today, we hear why we should live òtemperately, justly and devoutly.ó  Itõs because of what Jesus has 
done for us.  His death and resurrection on our behalf is Godõs gracious gift, springing straight from divine love 
for us.   Christians on Crete, and in Lindenhurst, should live as a community saved by this divine gift, eagerly  
responding to that gift by conduct befitting all who belong to God. 
 

Luke 2:1-14 
Of the four evangelists, only Matthew and Luke give an account of the birth of Jesus.  Luke was a Greek-speaking 
Gentile convert to Christianity and a physician who also accompanied Paul on some of his missionary             
journeys.  He is the only one to place Jesusõ birth in its historical context, giving details about who were the      
Roman emperor and the Syrian governor at the time, and placing the birth in Bethlehem from where, according 
to the ancient prophecy of Micah, the expected messiah-king would arise, whom we heard about in our first     
reading from Isaiah.  But perhaps most importantly, Luke records several details that stress Jesusõ special love and         
outreach to the poor.  He was born in lowly circumstances and laid in a manger, that is, a feeding trough for     
animals.  The first to hear the Good News of salvation is a group of shepherds, people who were generally        
despised and avoided by other Jews as unclean sinners.  Today we also hear that Good News.  May we also take 
it to heart and proclaim, along with the angels at that first Christmas, òGlory to God in the highest!ó 

PREPARING FOR  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2022 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD  

The angel said to them, òDo not be afraid;  

for behold I proclaim to you good news of  great joy  

that will be for all the people.  

 For today in the city of  David  

a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord.ó     
 Luke 2: 10-11 

Monday, December 19, 2022: 

Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a + Luke 1:5-25 
 

Tuesday, December 20, 2022: 

Isaiah 7:10-14 + Luke 1:26-38 
 

Wednesday, December 21, 2022: 

Song of Songs 2:8-14 

 + Luke 1:39-45 

Thursday, December 22, 2022:  

1 Samuel 1:24-28  

+ Luke 1:46-56 

 

Friday, December 23, 2022:  

Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24  

+ Luke 1:57-66 

 

Saturday, December 24, 2022:  

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16  

+ Luke 1:67-79 

 

Sunday, December 25, 2022: 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

 + Hebrews 1:1-6  

+ John 1:1-18 

December 18, 2022  
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BLUE DOOR BOUTIQUE 

December 18, 2022  

  

HOURS OF OPERATION 

M, W, F 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
 

We are located in Room 12  
in the basement of the school. 

BLUE DOOR BOUTIQUE  

Christmas shoppe is now open!!  

Need a Christmas tree, ornaments or other holiday 
decorations?  Shop at the Blue Door Boutique     

Christmas Shoppe first for the lowest prices on       
everything you need to make your home perfect for 

Christmas. 

Artificial Trees * Ornaments * Christmas Dishes * Tree Skirts 

* Stockings * Light sets * Christmas village houses * Angels 

*  Cookie Plates * Candy Dishes * Wreaths  

* Christmas mugs * Gift sets 

 
 

 
 
 
 

To donate, you can also visit drvc.org/CMA or call us at 516-678-5800 ext. 296. Thank You! 

Make checks payable to:  Catholic Ministries Appeal  

Parish __________________________________       Pledge:  $_______ 
Name ___________________________________      Down payment:  $_______ 

Address__________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________ 
Phone: ________________________ Signature:____________________________ 

Date:________ 

2022 OLPH GOAL:  

 $114,600  
 

 

Total pledges: $112,355.35   

# of pledges: 451 

Total payments: $109,207.35  

% of Goal: 98.04%  

As of 12/12/22  

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 

Thank you for your generous support of the  
2022 Catholic Ministries Appeal. 

Completing your 2022 pledge ensures that our Parish  

will benefit by receiving our full rebate.  
 

If you have not yet had the opportunity to give, please prayerfully consider making a donation to the Appeal.  To give  

securely online, please go to:  https://www.drvc.org/donate/cma/ 
 

Thereõs still time to make a gift. Please remember that all new pledges must be in by December 31, 2022 

and paid in full by January 31, 2023. 
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December 18, 2022  

OLPH LEGACY GIVING  
 òFOR WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE YOUR HEART WILL ALSO BEó 

            
                                 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                   Wills and Bequests                  IRAôs and Retirement Plans 
            

  AN OPPORTUNITY OF WHAT A LEGACY MEANS TO YOUR CHURCH! 
We want to bring to your attention different ways that parishioners can financially support OLPH. The    
parish can be named as a beneficiary to different types of financial products such as life Insurance policies, 
IRAs, and gift annuities, to name a few. There are also ways to give to the parish in the form of appreciated 
stock, where you can avoid or reduce your own Income tax bill while also providing for the parish. These 
types of approaches are generally referred to as ñPlanned Givingò or ñLegacy Giving.ò You have worked 
hard during your working years, and you saved and invested wisely so that your loved ones can have a    
secure financial future via your will and estate planning. Weôd like to ask you to consider having your    
estate planning include OLPH, so that all of the great work that has been ongoing here for over 150 years 
can continue long into the future. Planned Giving can make that happen. You can assist the parish in a     
significant way by including OLPH as a beneficiary in your planning.  If you are interested in learning more 
about Planned Giving, your tax accountant, your lawyer, or your financial advisor will be familiar with this 
topic. You may also call the rectory and ask to speak to the Parish Business Manager, Jill Delano. Thank 
you for supporting OLPH in this way! 

Qualified Charitable Donations (QCD) 
Direct transfers from IRAs to Charities ï a tax benefit for you 

This unique opportunity allows taxpayers to make charitable contributions through a direct IRA 
transfer. 
 

If you would like to make a gift using your Ira and if:  
You are at least 70 1/2 years old on the date you make your gift 
 

Your IRA is a traditional (some Roth IRAôs may qualify) 
 

You donôt exceed your personal maximum of $100,000 per year in qualified charitable distributions 
 

Tax Saving Advantages: 
QCDs are not included in your adjusted gross income. 
 

QCDs deliver a tax benefit while �³regular�´��charitable donations might not since the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act almost doubled the standard deductions amounts.  
 

QCDs taken from your traditional IRA counts as a distribution for the required minimum     
distribution (RMD) rules.  Therefore, you can donate all or part of your RMD that you would 
otherwise be forced to receive and pay taxes on. 

 

The best way for you to start is with your IRA custodian.  Tell them you want to make a "qualified        
charitable distribution."  In most cases you will only have to fill out a simple form.  
 

VERY IMPORTANT!! Your gift must go directly from your IRA to the Charity.  If you receive the 
money first then you�¶ll be taxed on it like any other distribution. 
 

Bill has a $125,000 in a traditional IRA and would like to contribute $5,000 to his parish. Upon hearing of 
the Charitable IRA Rollover opportunity, he directs the custodian of his IRA to transfer this amount not 
later than December 31, 2022 directly to the Parish as the family�¶s 2022 gift.  He gets to exclude the IRA 
distribution given to charity from income. 

This information is not intended and should not be construed as legal, tax or investment advice.  
 For such advice, please consult an attorney, tax advisor or investment professional. 


