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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church  
              210 South Wellwood Avenue +  Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +        

Telephone:  631-226-7725  + Fax: 631-225-9597 +  
www.olphlindenhurst.com  + Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

COME AND PRAYé  
Our church is open each day until 6:30 p.m.,  

except on Thursdays (closed after the 
12:15 p.m. Mass, for cleaning) 

and on holidays (closed after the 12:15 p.m. Mass). 

Come in and spend some time in prayer!  
  

MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday ð Friday:  6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 

Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.  

Saturday Afternoon (Sunday Anticipated): 5:00 p.m.  

Sunday Masses:   
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. (live-streamed), 12:00 p.m. 

Special Needs Mass: 
First Saturday of the month at 4:00 p.m. 

in the auditorium (Sunday Anticipated Mass) 

Holy Days of Obligation:  Consult the bulletin 
 

LITURGY OF THE HOURS  
We pray Evening Prayer each Saturday at 4:00 p.m., 

 each Sunday at 7:00 p.m., and 

Morning Prayer each Sunday at 9:15 a.m. 

on the Zoom video platform.  

Click on the Zoom link  

on the home page of our website. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Every Saturday, 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. 

Also available by individual appointment  
with one of the priests.  

 

 

EXPOSITION OF  

THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Wednesdays: 12:45 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

First Saturdays: 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  
 

 

DEVOTIONS 
OLPH Novena: Mondays following 12:15 p.m. Mass 

Rosary: Weekdays following 6:30 a.m. Mass 
Saturdays and Sundays following 8:00 a.m. Mass 

The Holy Face of Jesus: Tuesdays following  

12:15 p.m. Mass 

First Fridays and First Saturdays:  
As announced in bulletin 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday:  

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.   

And behold,  

the star that the magi had seen  

at its rising preceded them,  

until it came and stopped  

over the place where the child was.    Matthew 2:9b 
 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  

January 2, 2022 

PASTORAL STAFF   
Pastor: Reverend Monsignor Joseph DeGrocco 

Parochial Vicars: Reverend Fidelis Ezeani, Reverend Frank Zero, Reverend Emmanuel Okonkwo 

Deacons: Deacon William Crosby, Deacon Douglas G. Smith, Deacon Robert A. Becker 

Business Manager: Mr. William DõAlessio 

Director of Faith Formation:  Mrs. April Kleinlaut  

Music Director:  Mr. Christopher Ferraro 
ññññññññðññññññññññññññññññññññññ-ñ 

Deacon Frank Odin, Retired  
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DOWNLOAD THE OLPH APP 

SUPPORT OLPH THROUGH AMAZON.COM 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic 

way for you to support OLPH every time 

you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop 
at smile.amazon.com, youõll find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as                  
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 

the purchase price to OLPH.  

Use our custom link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/11 -1797184. 

 

January 2, 2022  

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_raas_lsmi_smi
https://esgvch.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/amazon.png
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PASTORõS PAGE 

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 

                          This weekend we celebrate the Solemnity 

of the Epiphany of the Lord. We are, of course, 
still in Christmas Time (we will be until next 

Sunday, the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord), 
and today we celebrate that the child born in the 

darkness of night in a lowly manger is revealed 
as the manifestation (òepiphanyó) of God. 
Christ is revealed in many different ways, 

among them as Lord, as King, and as the One 
in whom God is present and acting. All of these 

manifestations are òlightsó that shine in our 
midst, revealing a deeper understanding of who 

Christ is. All the readings for the Mass of this 
day reveal, in a way, a different manifestation of 
who Christ is for all who believe. Traditionally, 

the visit of the Magi takes center stage in the 
Gospel reading assigned for this day. 

                            The meaning of this Solemnity is summed 
up well in the Preface assigned for Mass for the 

Epiphany (the Preface is the beginning section 
of the Eucharistic Prayer, which comes after the 

Introductory Dialogue, but before the Holy,  
Holy): òFor today you have revealed the mystery of 
our salvation in Christ as a light for the nations, and, 

when he appeared in our mortal nature, you made us 

new by the glory of his immortal nature.ó Those 

words capture for us the meaning of Christmas, 

and of all the liturgical celebrations, including 
the Epiphany, that occur during Christmas 

Time: because God became human, because the 
Word became flesh, human nature ̍  you and I 

ˈ have been made new because we have been 
made sharers in the divine! What a powerful, 
yet challenging, spiritual reflection that is for us 

to ponder!  Notice, too, how the imagery of 
light plays such a prominent role in our      

Christmas prayers. 
                             As is our custom at OLPH, at all  Masses 

for the Epiphany the ancient Epiphany         
Proclamation will be chanted. This ancient 
chant reminds us of how the mystery of the 

Lordõs Paschal Mystery is manifested and      
unfolded for us in time throughout the            

upcoming liturgical year. What a beautiful      
ancient custom this is! Iõm so glad that we do 

this here at OLPH! 
 

Epiphany Blessing of the Home 

                                It is traditional for families to bless their 

home on the Solemnity of the Epiphany, and I 
hope your family will take part in this beautiful 

expression of family faith life. We have printed 
in this bulletin an insert with a simple prayer 

service that can be used, and we have provided 
cards this weekend that can be used at home; 
look for them around the church. (The blessing 

can also be done without the card if for any     
reason you do not have one.) 

                              What a great Christmas tradition this is to 
have in your home! For families with children, 

what a great way this is to continue to impress 
upon them the central place God should have in 
family home life! What a great way to connect 

liturgy and everyday life! 
 

Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest Awards 

                            This Sunday afternoon Iõm pleased to be 

at the Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest 
Awards. The Keep Christ in Christmas Poster 

Contest is offered each year by the Knights of 
Columbus and the Holy Name Society working 
together, and it is always supported by            

our Religious Education Program under the         
direction of April Kleinlaut, and I thank        

everyone for their great efforts in doing this. 
                             What an important message we are      

sending to our children by giving them the      
opportunity to participate in this activity! We 
pray that the important message to òKeep Christ 

in Christmasó makes a deep impression on the 
children. I am always    delighted by the number 

of children who submit entries, and I am always 
amazed at the quality of work they submit. 

Great job, everyone, and I love being part of this 
every year! 
 

Pastoral Staff and Support Staff Christmas Party 

                                This Thursday night, January 6, weõll be 

having our annual Pastoral Staff and Support 
Staff Christmas Party ̍  in other words, itõs for 

the full-time pastoral ministers and everyone 
who is employed at OLPH. Itõs still Christmas 
Time, and weõve found this to a great time to 

have our Christmas party each year. Please note 

January 2, 2022  
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that the rectory will be closed that night; there 
will be no evening hours for the reception desk. 

                                Let me take this opportunity to say that I 
continue to be extremely grateful for the hard 

work and dedication shown by everyone on the 
Pastoral Staff and Support Staff. They all work 

so diligently to keep OLPH running smoothly, 
some working directly with parishioners and 
some working more behind-the-scenes, but all 

working very hard and all with great devotion 
and dedication. 

                                      No matter what job one has here, as  
Pastor I deeply value each employeeõs presence 

and work, and I am pleased and proud to be 
working with them to carry out the mission of 
the parish. They work here out of their love for 

the Church and for the Lord, and they are to be 
commended for it. (Heaven knows they could all 

be making more money working somewhere 
else!) My deepest thanks and appreciation go to 

all! 
 
First Penance 

                         This coming Saturday, January 8, will be a 
special day for many of the children in our      

parish: it will be their day to celebrate the       
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) for the 

first time. The Churchõs usual practice is that 
children make their First Confession in Level 2 

of religious formation, the same year they also 
celebrate First Holy Communion. 
                                For many weeks now the children have 

been working hard learning about the sacrament, 
and the catechists have been doing a great job of 

teaching them about it. We are very proud of the 
children! 

                                   Allow me to encourage the parents of the 
children celebrating First Penance to make a 
fairly big deal out of this significant occasion in 

their childõs life; itõs the first time they are       
celebrating a sacrament that, we hope, will be a 

regular part of their life for the rest of their life. 
Itõs a great thing for the child to dress up for the 

occasion, and the family should celebrate in 
some festive way at home, as much as is possible 
these days. 

                               Itõs also a significant moment in the      
liturgical life of the entire parish, so I invite all of 

us to take a little time this week to pray for the 
children who will be celebrating First Penance 

on Saturday. 

Baptism at 10:00 a.m. Mass next Sunday, the Feast 

of the Baptism of the Lord 

                               I am thrilled to announce that we are     
returning to the custom of celebrating Baptism at 

the 10:00 a.m. Mass on the Feast of the Baptism 
of the Lord, next Sunday, January 9. Weõll have 

one infant, Christian Thomas Hinds, being     
baptized. Since it is not a Childrenõs Liturgy of 

the Word week, children will be able to witness 
a Baptism. In fact, children will be invited to 
come forward into the sanctuary to witness the 

Baptism up close! 
                                  Come join us in this special celebration at 

the 10:00 a.m. Mass next Sunday if you are able. 

 

Farewell to Chris Ferraro next week at the 12:00 

Noon Mass 

                             Also next Sunday, January 9, weõll take 
the opportunity at the 12:00 Noon Mass to bid 
farewell to our Director of Music, Chris Ferraro. 

The choir will, of course, be singing at this Mass, 
and weõll host a hospitality in the auditorium 

immediately following the Mass so you can bid 
Chris a personal farewell. Weõre very grateful to 

everything that Chris has brought to OLPH in 
the almost-9 years he has been here, not only in 
terms of music ministry but also in terms of     

pastoral ministry in general, as he has worked to 
build up the life of the parish in various projects 

and endeavors in many different ways. I have 
always been grateful for his hard work, his 

friendship and support. Best wishes and       
blessings to you, Chris, as we say farewell next 
week. 

 
Calendar Note̍ Can you help take down the 

Christmas decorations next week? 

                         No, no, no, I am not rushing Christmas 

Time ˈ this is just a kind of òmark your         

calendaró notice so that you can plan ahead. 
Weõll be taking down the Christmas decorations 

next Sunday, January 9 (as Christmas Time ends 
after the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord), 
somewhere around 3:00 p.m. If youõre free, 

youõre invited to come on down and help out. In 

addition to doing some good work for the  
parish, youõll have the chance to share some fun 

with your fellow parishioners. 
 

 

 

January 2, 2022  
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In conclusioné 

                          Together, letõs aim high in Christ.            

Together, letõs bring out the best in each other. 
Together, letõs be the best we can be in Christ. 

                              And letõs always remember: LOVE IS A 
GIFT.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

NEW YORK STATE MASK MANDATE  

The Governor of New York State has included houses of worship in her recent directives.  

Therefore, since the Church does not require parishioners to present proof of vaccination in 

order to worship God, we ask that all parishioners (two years of age and older) comply with 

the requirement to wear masks when participating in any activities on  parish grounds. This 

State requirement is currently in effect through January 15, 2022. We will continue to adapt 

accordingly as new information becomes available. Your patience and Christian charity      

towards one another during this difficult time is appreciated.   

January 2, 2022  

EPIPHANY PROCLAMATION AT MASSES THIS WEEKEND 

The Solemnity of the Epiphany is a              
traditional time to announce the major feasts 

and celebrations of the Church for the          

upcoming year. Before the advent of online 
calendars, iPhones, perpetual calendars, and 

handheld organizers, the formal                   

announcement at Epiphany was the usual 
way the Church made known the date of 

Easter and all the celebrations that are         

dependent upon its date. This weekend, after 
the Gospel at Mass, our cantors will chant 

this ancient announcement. 

 

 As you are aware, our Director of Music, Chris Ferraro, 

will be leaving OLPH, with January 9, 2022 as his last day 

with us. Join us at the 12:00 Noon Mass next Sunday,       

January 9 as we say farewell to Chris and thank him for his 

many years of dedicated service and ministry to OLPH. 

Weõll have hospitality in the auditorium immediately         

following the Mass. 

FAREWELL TO CHRIS FERRARO 
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   Blessing of the Home and Household on the Epiphany  
Use this ritual to bless your home on the Feast of Epiphany, January 2, 2022 

 
The household gathers at the manger scene, or at some other suitable place. The parish card with the inscription to 

be placed above the doorway (if available) is used at the end of the ritual. (Instructions on how to make the          

inscription if the card is not available are given at the end of the ritual.) All make the sign of the cross, and the 

Leader begins: 

Leader: Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and homes with peace. Blessed be God forever. 

All respond: Blessed be God forever. 

Leader: During these days of Christmas Time, we keep this feast of Epiphany. The Word became 

flesh and made his dwelling place among us. It is Christ who enlightens our hearts and homes with 

his love. May all who enter this home find Christõs light and love. 

Then someone proclaims the Scripture reading: 

Reader: Listen to the words of the holy gospel according to Matthew.  

After Jesusõ birth in Bethlehem of Judea during the reign of King Herod, astrologers from the east 

arrived one day in Jerusalem inquiring, òWhere is the newborn king of the Jews? We observed his 

star at its rising and have come to pay him homage.ó At this news King Herod became greatly     

disturbed, and with him all Jerusalem. Summoning all of the chief priests and scribes of the people, 

he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. òIn Bethlehem of Judea,ó they informed 

him. òHere is what the prophet has written: ôAnd you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means 

least among the princes of Judah, since from you shall come a rule who is to shepherd my people 

Israel.õó Herod called the astrologers aside and found out from them the exact time of the starõs 

appearance. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, after having instructed them: òGo and get detailed 

information about the child. When you have found him, report it to me so that I may go and offer 

him homage too.ó 

After their audience with the king, they set out. The star which they had observed at its rising went 

ahead of them until it came to a standstill over the place where the child was. They were overjoyed 

at seeing the star, and on entering the house, found the child with Mary his mother. They          

prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their coffers and presented him with 

gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. They received a message in a dream not to return to Herod, 

so they went back to their own country by another route. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

All respond: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The intercessions are then said: 

Leader: The Son of God made his home among us. With thanks and praise let us call upon him.   

Our response will be, Stay with us, Lord.  

Lord Jesus Christ, with Mary and Joseph you formed the Holy Family: remain in our home, that 

we may know you as our guest and honor you as our Head. We pray: R/.  

Lord Jesus Christ, you had no place to lay your head, but in the spirit of poverty accepted the  

hospitality of your friends: grant that through our help the homeless may obtain proper housing. 
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January 2, 2022  

hospitality of your friends: grant that through our help the homeless may obtain proper housing. 

We pray: R/.  

Lord Jesus Christ, the three kings presented their gifts to you in praise and adoration: grant that 

those living in this house may use their talents and abilities to your greater glory. We pray: R/.  
 

After the intercessions, all pray the Lordõs Prayer: Our Fatheré 

Leader: Let us pray. Lord God of heaven and earth, you revealed your only-begotten Son to every 

nation by the guidance of a star. Bless this house and all who inhabit it. Fill us with the light of 

Christ, that our concern for others may reflect your love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

The Leader concludes the rite by signing himself or herself with the sign of the cross and saying: 

Leader: May Christ Jesus dwell with us, keep us from all harm, and make us one in mind and 

heart, now and forever.  

All respond: Amen. 

Now the custom of making an inscription above the main door of the house, on the inside, is done. Use the card 

provided by the parish. If the card is not available, then you can make your own inscription. Written in chalk, or 

in some other way, the inscription should read: 

 

 20 + C + M + B + 22  
 

The letters represent the Magi, traditionally named Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar; the ò20ó and ò22ó          

represent the year, signifying the timeless God; each cross marks a point of the compass, or òall the nations.ó 

22 
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FOR THOSE WHO CANNOT COME FORWARD IN PROCESSION  

TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

If you are, or if someone you are with is, unable to walk in procession to receive 

Holy Communion, please alert one of the Ushers before Mass begins. The Usher 

will be glad to arrange to have one of the ministers bring Holy Communion to 
the pew. Please remember to inform an Usher before Mass begins; do not wait 

until the time of Communion. Also, if at all possible, please sit in the front half of 
the church, to make it easier for the minister to come to you. Thank you. 

GLUTEN-FREE HOSTS 
Gluten-free hosts are available for those with Celiac Disease who cannot 
receive Holy Communion using the usual bread. If you need to receive   

Holy Communion using a gluten-free host, please stop in the sacristy before 
Mass to discuss this with the priest. We will be happy to accommodate 

you. 

PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

Novena to  
Our Lady of  

Perpetual Help  
 Each Monday, parishioners 

pray to seek the help and     

assistance of the Lord for   

healing, family, children and 

the needs of the world,    

seeking the intercession of 

the Blessed Mother. Take 

some time each Monday to join in the OLPH  

Novena. 

Mondays at 12:45 p.m. 

EXPOSITION OF THE  

BLESSED SACRAMENT 
 

Wednesdays  
12:45 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the church 

 after the 12:15 p.m. Mass 
 

 

January 2, 2022  

ALMOST HALF A CENTURYé.  

January 22, 2022 is the 49th Anniversary of the legalization of the murder/abortion of the 

unborn (62.5 million dead). 

Given the present health restrictions etc, there will be NO  bus going 

from OLPH to Washington, DC. 

We WILL have Exposition and prayers following the 12:15 Mass on 
Friday,  January 21st ð the day of the March for Life. Please join us in 

church or on your own. Please continue to pray for a favorable         

outcome in the Dobbs case (abortion issue before the Supreme Court). 

RESPECT LIFEñPRAYERS FOR LIFE 
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CHILDRENõS LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 NEXT SUNDAY A CHILDRENõS HOMILY  

WILL BE ON OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL -   

OLPH CHURCH LINDENHURST.  

LISTEN TO THE READINGS AND A  

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL! 

FOR THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND 

,Ōřň-3ŗŕňńŐ -ńŖŖ 
 

We live-stream the 10:00 a.m. Sunday Mass each week. 
 

You can join us virtually using one of the following: 

¶The link at the top of the OLPH website: 

        www.olphlindenhurst.com  
¶OLPH YouTube Channel:   OLPH Church Lindenhurst 

FR. FIDELIS HAS A YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

Hear Fr. Fidelis give weekly reflections and more  

on his YouTube channel!  

You can go to YouTube and search for 

 FADA PRINCE (with the logo at left)  

and click on the SUBSCRIBE button. 

January 2, 2022  
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Childrenõs Christmas Pageant December 18, 2021 
Photos courtesy of Michael Ferrante 


